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The Jacobean Manor House was built by John Lewkenar in 166?, on a
site previously occupied by a medieval building, [t was known as the Cannon
House. since it had connections with Chichester Cathedral, which led to the
Manor Court, presided over by the Dean and Chapter, being held at West
Dean. Little is known of the Jacobean House. It appears as a three gab esi
structure on a map of 1623, and was probably built of flint. though parts of it
may have been faced with stone. Various alterations were made to the h'guse
after it came into the possession of the Peachey family in 1738, but it remained
as a Jacobean E-shaped building even in a description of 1/7/4. |
The present house was built by Sir James Peachey. the first Baron Selsey.
n 1804. he commissioned the leading architect of the day, James Wyatt, to
rebuild and enlarge the mansion. (James Wyatt also rebuilt Livemogl Town
Hall after it was destroyed by fire in 1795). He was accidentaily killed in 1813.
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When William James acquired West Dean Estate in 1891, he at once set
about altering and greatly extending the house under the direction of Sir Ernest
George and Harold Peto, (and Alfred Yeates after Peto’s death in 1897). Tbe
appearance of the motor car at the end of the nineteenth century is reflected in
the pair of garages closes to Coachman’s Cottage.
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The

In contrast with the dining room, this room radiates“sor{le gf its eighteenth
century charm. It has de ightful proportions and retains its fme mabfog?r}[y
doors. as well as its elegant eighteenth century c:hz-::mdeher ar?d its beauti fu 3 e
eighteenth century marble mant epiece with 2 pierced polished stgei ender
below. The overmantel is in the style of Chippendale carved with mcc;ca
flowers and foliage. The finest things in this room are the excgllent gold anc hoi
Chelsea porcelain groups and some of the ear i?f C*hjelsea pieces. %ome% E:-t
disappointing are the James family portraits: _Wl 11311} James dS{‘A ode

rough; ‘‘Evelyn James” 1898). “The Two Sisters 1904, and ° bqug:J
James’ (1907), by Edward Hughes: and “Edward and Audrey James by L.k

(Galesta.
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The Moming Room ¢ 1900







