_ MISS ELLEN HUTCHINS (1785<1815) AND THE GARDEN AT ARDNAGASHEL, BANTRY,
- ~_COUNTY. CORK.

" By JOHN BEVAN |
46 Foy]e Road, Fairview, Dublin 3.

- . Ardnagashel is a very old garden with a long history. It is situated

- . near the coast, mid-way between Glengarriff and Bantry in south-west Cork.
The garden lies on the north-eastern shore of Bantry Bay, facing the northern
tip of Whiddy Island. ' |

Ardnagashel House itself is about half a mile from the main road, and
1s sheltered from the prevailing south-westerly winds by Hill 203 (Fig. 3)
and by the extensive plants of fir and beech along the shore of the bay.
West of the house is a stream that flows into the sea; part of this stream
was diverted because a waterfall interfered with the sleep of the Hutchins
- family, and it now flows round the garden.

The rainfall in this region is high, with an average annual

precipitation of 1,500 mm, falling mostly from Segtember to March. South-

~west Cork has an average annual temperature of 10°C (519F), about 1°C higher
than Dublin. However the coastal strip, including Ardnagashel, would have an
even higher (perhaps 1°C higher) mean annual temperature. An average of 10
days of frost is recorded on the coast, compared, for example, with Tullamore
which has 50 days of frost in a year. This region is very windy; wind
velocity ranges from 65 to 80 m.p.h., but higher readings have been recorded.
Average relative humidity is also high, ranging from 75% to 80%.

With shelter provided on virtually all sides, there are many advantages
for growing plants in this area. - The high rainfall, bright sunshine, high
relative humidity and frost-free days from early March to near the end of
December, mean that growth conditions are ideal. Most of the trees and. shrubs
at Ardnagashel are larger than specimens of comparable age in Dublin, and
many tender plants can be grown outside, whereas in Dublin they are kept in a
glasshouse.

ARDNAGASHEL - HISTORY AND OWNERSHIP

o understand Ardnagashel's history, one must go back to the time
when the 0'Sullivan clans were overlords of what is now called West Cork.
In their possession the land was subject to a system of inheritance called
Gavail Ciain, succession from father to son. After the Elizabethan wars the
area settled down under Owen 0'Sullivan who had taken the Queen's side, but
during the 1642 Rebellion, either he or his successor fell into disfavour and
his lands were confiscated. After the Cromwellian conflict, the 0'Sullivan
land in the Bantry area was divided between three adventurers who had
enlisted, with a promise of payment by land, and this later created a very
complicated system of land tenure under sub-tenants.

The Hutchins family from Dorset appear to have been in Ireland from
early in the seventeenth century, according to Burke's Landed Gentry (1958).
Richard Hutchins served under the Earl of Orrery in 1666, and became one of
the Commissioners of Poll Tax. He owned property at Blackrock, near Bantry,
during the eighteenth century. Arthur Hutchins (1770-1838) bought
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. 1. Ardnagashel House about 1950.

. View from 'Hill 203' in 1982.
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