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INTRODUCT ION

The growth of trees is affected by circumstances of climate and soil,
which vary according to the district, an important factor governing the
success of many species 1s the occurence of frost, especially in late
spring and early summer. Proximity to the sea lessens the liability to
frost and for this reason tender species and species which start growth

early are most successful in maritime zones'".

these are the words of H.M. Fitzpatrick which certainly bear proof when
one looks at Ardnagashel. It 1s a pity therefore that Mr. Fitzpatrick,
one of Ireland's foremost tree experts did not include Ardnagashel 1n
his work of 1933, as this would have given us a comprehensive list of

trees 1n-the grounds and also on the tree size of the more important species.

However, there are other interesting references to Ardnagashel which 1
incitide in @ later gsection of Lhis project. Firstly, theughs there are

a few small points of importance 1if one 1is to understand later references

in the proaject.



SECTION 1

LOCATION:- Ardnagashel lies on the North Eastern shore of Bantry Bay in

vest Cork. It 1s roughly half way between Glengarriff - to the North West -
‘and Bantry - to the South kEast. It thus faces the North Eastern tip of

whiddy Island, as can be seen from the Ordnance Survey of West Cork supplied
(Sheet No. 24).

SIik - ‘Ardnagashel House 1itself -is-abeout a half mile in- from- the main
Glengarriff/Bantry road (T765).
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winds by Hill 203, which is south-west of the house and also by the extensive
plantings of Fir and Beech along the shore on the eastern side. As seen from
ocheet No. 24, there is a steep decline into the property as the area in general
Jis¥very motntainous. The house today is of modern design and west of it there
is a stream which flows into the sea and also a part of the same stream was
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the Hutchins family. It now flows right around the planted area, entering the

- -sea on the seaward side of the middle-west walk.

Here it may be interesting to say that Ardnagashel is plural - suggesting
buildings on a high point of land - and refers to olden times when the place
was an kstate and the house was then very big and servants and other people

worked in the grounds and lived in nearby buildings.

i

SOIL:- From a broad point of view, the South-West of the country was
glaciated from a North North-West direction. According to the West
from Johnstown Castle, the ice moved across the Beara Peninsula and filled
Bantry Bay depression, leaving a drift mantle of varying thickness in its wake.
Thus it is possible that the soils present are of glacial deposit and the hilly

areas. mentioned in reference to the gardens later could in fact be drumlins.
The soil of the area is mainly a mixture of Complex B - found in low-lying

valleys between drumlins, where poor drainage 1s the dominant factor affecting

soil FTormation and soil conditions. Thus deep peaty soil where the water table
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is high. Also the soil has intense grey colours indicating gleying

and silty shales. Also some Complex A series - sticky heavy brown earths -
—are in the area, but these, over the years with drainage and cultivation,

may be changed to suit the plant requirements. It is evident, though, that

Rhododendrons do very well in the area, indicating acid conditions.

LLIMATE o rirstly, rainfall 1is wvery higﬁ, Iying on average around 1,500 mm

- per_annum,. mostly.falling from September to March..-Observatiens-for-a 30

year average supplied by the Meteorological Service are as follows:
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~and this comes to 1479mm for the year. A place on the East coast, Dublin Airport,
a similar 30 year average qives 763mm, thus we have double the rainfall in the

area 1n question.

ithe South-West area has an average annual temperature of 51°F, being about 2°F
higher than Dublin and the coastal reglon, Ardnagashel included, 1s always 1°F
higher than the rest of the South-West region. An average of 10 days are frost

days (32°F) on the coast, compared to Tullamore with 50 frost days in the year.

Also it may be noted that the iscotherms run parallel tc the coast with high values
near the South-wWest coast and as one goes inland these decrease significantly,

showing the influence of the Gulf Stream in the South-West area.

The duration of bright sunshine is comparable with the Midlands on an annual basis
but there is more variation. However, as a whole, it is best compared to Wexford,
the area of greatest sunshine in the country. On the other hand, the South-

wWest region 1s very windy, which explains the shelter in the garden. Wind



velocity ranges from 65-80 miles per hour, but higher readings have been
recorded. It varies a lot due to the local topography. Relative humidity
1s also high, being 5-10% higher than in the Midlands, ranging from 75%-
80% monthly,

With shelter from virtually all directions, with Hill 203, coastal plantings
-and-woodland, we have extra advantages for-growing plants within-the area.

Thus the mild warm weather of the area is enhanced. With high rainfall,

bright sunshine and high relative humidityland frost free days from early
-————-March to-near-the-end-of Deeember;“Eh6ﬂ“we”hav8mideai“canditiansﬂfﬂrﬂgTowthﬂ
Thus most of the trees and shrubs are very big compared to Dublin, and also
tender plants are growing outdoors; compared to glasshouse conditions on the

Fast eocast.






