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SECHION 1V

Trees and shrubs at Ardnagashel
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In this section I want to write about the trees and shrubs growing at
Ardnagashel. As was already mentioned at the end of Section 1, the
climate, shelter and high rainfall favour the growth of many tender
species. [he main planted area lies toc the West of the house and is
approximately 4 acres. For convenience I will relate most of the shrubs
and their positions to the trees of the survey plan provided, or to

—————-—gthier Teatures inmthe gardeni Upper West walk; Middle West walk etc...

Firstly a few words on the planted area in.general. the approachnfram the
main entrance under the archway gets very steep as aneigoes gown towards
the house. Thus the area back of the house is very steep sloped and is
walled off and at one time formed part of the old fruit garden. In
front of the house there is a gravel path and a wall constructed to prevent

~any further erosion by the sea. This gravel path then leads to the

| garden and middle west walk, a flat area to the west of the house which -

includes the iawn. The lower west walk leads one along by the coast at
the back of Hill 203; which then slopes down to the stream. Thus this
part of the stream flows between Hill 203 and the middle west walk. -Thg

middle wéat walk also leads one to the "Chillin"mentioned earlier.

i

The trees at Ardnagashel for the most part can be referred to as mature

specimens. lhus the smaller trees mentioned later in the shrub section

are only young specimens, planted within the last twenty years.

From the survey plan it is evident that many common trees were planted at

an early stage. Thus Fagus sylvatica, near the upper west walk No. 1 to
5 and its vicinity, along by the coast to the east of the house, and in
the area east of the house called the 'lawn', No. 59, under which in the
' early days were plantings of primroses. 1This area today 1S minus many
of 1ts beautiful Beech trees and i1s a wilderness of ferns, briars and
rough grassland. Beech 1s also growing on the main entrance near the arch-

§
way No. 64 to 67 and throughout the gardens generally.
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Another tree generally planted in abundance within the garden 1s Pinus
sylvestris .- our only nétive pine. .There are roughly nine specimens but
many more could be planted within the dense woodland to tne east of the
ha&se, tree numbers 13, 42 to 45, 6D_ta 63.“ '

From the middle west walk across the lawn near tree No. 4, one passes
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through a dense planting of Griselinia littoralis; while to the left

-~-pear tree No. 9 and in front-ef same-lies Drimys winteri, Prunus laurocerasus,

and two specimens of Acer palmatum 'Heptalobum Ozakazuki' which were a glow

“of fiery scarlet in Autumn. This leads one up the slope to tree No. 6,
Cupressus arizonica, a small tree, but graceful and columnar in habit,

beside which is a Cupressus.-macrocarpa, the very common 'Monterey Cypress'

Juglans regia No. 10 'Common Walnut', the timber of which 1is very valuabie,

is very much hidden from view by the beech on one side and a magnificent

specimen of Cryptomeria japonica No. 20 or ‘'Japanese Cedar'. This tree

~has layered itself, its layered stems now forming trees in their own right.

above; Close up of the layered stems of the Cryptomeria japonica

(No. 20)
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Above; Cryptomeria japonica(No. 20).

The Sequoia sempervirens, No. 11, also known as 'Californian Redwood',

the bark of which is dark reddish brown, and makes a very long lived
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tree, the average being five hundred years old, its lower branches drooping.

and Yew like foilage.

The giant Firs, Abies grandis, No. 12, 19 and 49 make huge specimens,

but No. 19 especially stands out as it has a fairly open position near
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the middle west walk. 1Its lower branches grow out at first and then turn
sharply upwards, nearly at ninety degrees, giving it a characteristic

shape.
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Above; Abies grandis showing its characteristic
° shape.

Specimens of Quereus suber are also scattered within the planted area,
14, 33, 40, but one stands out both for its mature shape and its
tinhabitants'. No. 33 growing on the lawn near the middle west walk is

a very mature specimen with big low growing spreading branches, the

centre of which has rotted and a small beech tree and fir are growing 1n

the rotted areas.
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Above; Quereus suber (No. 33)

H

beautiful mature specimen.

Left;

the small fir tree growing

Iin 1ts rotling LEURK.
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The Cryptomeria japonica 'Elegans', No. 16 and 17/, with 1ts bronze eolouringh
in winter contrasts beautifully with No. 18, Chamaecyparis nootkatensis,

'Pendula’ with its long drooping branchlets of flat fOliage.
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Above; Chamaecyparis nootkatensis 'Pendula’.

Nearby two young specimens of Pine - Pinus armandii, No. 15 and Pinus

montezumae with its long bluish grey needles in drooping fashion.






