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Preface 

The eighteenth century witnessed struggles in Church and 
State that were of immense import. The shattering commo¬
tions of the seventeenth century, with its civil wars and san¬
guinary persecutions, were past. Men were weary of such 
methods of unifying a nation. Liberty had at last come to its 
own. But power strangely fascinates, and lures back the con¬
trol it once possessed. George III was bent on securing the 
old supremacy of the crown which the Revolution had largely 
shorn away; and many were prepared to abet him. Happily his 
schemes were frustrated, and a constitutional monarchy con¬
firmed. 

In the Church there were Uke movements to assert its' 
authority and clothe its leaders with unlimited powers. Their 
tendency was to strangle the spiritual Ufe of the people. But 
the attempts were vigorously opposed, and liberty claimed for 
full expression of conviction and aspiration. The Wesleys in 
England refused to submit to the repressive policy of the 
established Church, and looked out on 'the world as their 
parish.' The Erskines in Scotland decUned to be silenced by 
the stem decrees of the Kirk, backed though they were by 
military force. The former went forth on their own way, and 
organized new methods of life and pohty; the latter seceded, 
but followed the same lines of worship and church government. 
They were ever longing for the day when the Church of their 
fathers would reform itself, and get rid of ministerial election 
by patronage, of a toleration of evils that were sapping its 
strength, and of an ill-concealed antipathy to evangelical doc¬
trine. But both movements materially helped to keep the fires 
of the Gospel aglow in the land. 

The Church the Erskines founded rapidly grew in numbers 
and influence: and the causes for which it stood have mainly 
been won. No better representative of its spirit and genius in 
the second generation could be found than John Brown of 
Haddington. 
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His early struggles read like a romance. Happüy his unique 
gifts were quickly recognized in the new communion. While no 

I University ranked him among its students, or recognized his 
I services to religious literature, except a rising one in the new 

Republic across the seas toward the end of his days, he trod 
the path of a scholar, and in the later years placed the fruits of 
his leammg before the world. While Pastor and Professor, he 
single-handed produced a Dictionary of the Bible that held 
its own for a hundred years: and a Commentary on the Scrip• 
tures, which he happily entitled À Self-interpreting Bible, on 
which Charles Simeon nourished his soul with great deHght, 
and which is still a living book in America. 

His life and labours have scarcely had their due presentation 
to the public. His brief autobiographical sketch, which his 

j sons issued, had parts eliminated. Short biographical accounts 
I appeared in the foreground of some of his works which were 

reissued during last century. His youngest son, William, in 
1856, produced a fuller memoir than the rest. A Centenary 
Memorial by a grandson, in 1887, added to our knowledge: 
while one must not omit the cameo sketch by Dr. John Brown, 
the author of the immortal Rab and his Friends, in his famous 
Letter to John Cairns, D.D. 

In producing this work. I have consulted all the original 
material available, and perused the minutes of the Presbytery 
and Synod of Brown's period, for over twenty years of which 
he acted as clerk in both courts. I have been specially indebted 
to Miss Rachel Brown, Bridge of Allan, a descendant of the 
fourth son in the fourth generation, for the original copy of the 
Short Memoir of my Life, which for the first time is given in 
full, for the manuscripts of works and pamphlets published 
and unpublished, and for other kmdly help. I would also record 
with gratitude my obhgation to Professor A . Crum Brown, 
M.D., Edmburgh University, for various manuscripts, and sug¬
gestions: to John Brown, Esq., Edinburgh, for photos of the 
St. Andrews Greek Testament, which is in his possession, and 
other material: to Miss Agnes Smith, and Miss Spring Brown, 
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Edinburgh, descendants, for helpful assistance: to the Rev. J. 
Thomson, M.A. , Abemethy, for the privilege of consulting the 
Abemethy Church Records, and for other information: to the 
Rev. William T. Cakns, M.A. , Edinburgh, for readmg the 
manuscript of this work, and for the correction of details: to 
the Right Rev. Dr. Moule, Bishop of Durham, and Principal 
Tait, D.D., of Ridley Hall, Cambridge, for information regard¬
ing Simeon and Brown: to Principal Ritchie, D.D., Notting¬
ham, and Professor Johnson of Cheshunt College, Cambridge, 
for matter bearing on the Countess of Huntingdon and 
Trevecca College: and to the Rev. Dr. Lee, St. Louis, U.S.A., 
in respect to Brown's works in America. 

I am under special obligation for many hints and helps 
which I have received from my friend, the Rev. J. R. Fleming, 
B.D., London, and my brother Sir William W. Mackenzie, K . c , 
K.B.E. , : and to the Rev. Walter Brown, M.A. , Edinburgh, for 
kindly reading the proofs. 

R O B E R T M A C K E N Z I E 

C L A R E M O N T M A N S E , 
A L L O A . 
1918. 
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C H A P T E R 1 

Parentage and Childhood 

John Brown was bom in the year 1722, in the hamlet of 
Carpow, near Abemethy, by the river Tay in Perthshire. It was 
a unique period in Scottish history. Within a narrow range of 
years, most of the men saw the hght who became the leaders 
in the intellectual awakening of Scotland. In 1718, Hugh Blair 
was bom, whose eloquent sermons were the delight of Samuel 
Johnson and George III, and who was the first to occupy the 
chair of Rhetoric in Edinburgh University. In 1721, came 
WilUam Robertson, who rose to be Principal of the same 
University, and who was to rival Gibbon and Hume as the 
historian of his day; and in that year also, Tobias Smollett, 
whose imaginative powers were to give fiction a new promin¬
ence in literature. In the same year as John Brown, John 
Home first saw the light, whose tragedy of Douglas was to 
cause such a stir among the ecclesiastics of Scotland, and in 
1723, Adam Smith first drew breath, who by his Wealth of 
Nations was to reveal the value of economic factors in the 
building up of empires. In 1711, David Hume was on the 
scene, who was to unite in himself the philosopher and the 
historian, and to give such éclat to the intellectual renown of 
his country. 

But in those days, when in the home of Carpow all that was 
heard was the puUng cries of the child, the country was heav¬
ing with a rehgious crisis. The political disturbance of 1715, 
when 'The Old Pretender' made a futile attempt to regain the 
throne of his fathers, had died away. But in the ecclesiastical 
world, a controversy was raging that was to break up the outer 
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unity of the Scottish Church. The 'Marrow' doctrine was per¬
meating the Church, not yet thoroughly welded together after 
the tossed and troubled period of the kiMng times, only thirty 
years away. The *Marrow of Moderne Divmity.' as set forth 
in a book that Thomas Boston found casuaUy in the house of 
one of his flock in Simprin, and which had been brought to 
Scotland in the knapsack of a soldier returning from the civil 
wars, was welcomed ardently by some in the Church, and 
fiercely rejected by others. In the year 1722. twelve good men 
were rebuked in the General Assembly of the Church of Scot¬
land for preaching its doctrine. One of the champions of the 
condemned book was the minister of Abemethy, Alexander 
Moncrieff, who owned the neighbouriag estate of Culfargie, 
whose father had suffered exile for his faith, and who hhnself 
had been taught in the schools of Leyden. Abemethy was 
shaken with the controversy, the subject of which was dis¬
cussed in every cottage and hamlet in the district. Into this 
atmosphere John Brown was ushered; and thus he grew up 
with the quickening lights of evangehcal truth flashing around 
him. 

But Abemethy and district has a further claim on the 
interest and gratitude of the generations, inasmuch as out of 
the dim mists of the past it emerges as an active religious 
centre. As early as the light of history falls upon it. it is a 
vigorous outpost of the Christian faith. With the advent of 
Pictish rule in Scotland, it gained in importance, and became, 
in the words of Walter Bower in the Scotichronicon, 'the prin¬
cipal royal and pontifical seat of the whole kmgdom of the 
Picts.' Its Round Tower, of which it still proudly boasts, 
testifies to the high place it occupied m the poHtical world, 
erected as it was in the ninth century as a means of defence] 
as some hold, against Danish attacks, a hundred years before 
its only other Scottish companion, that of Brechin, was built. 
With the passing of the Celtic Church, its fortunes as a royal 
and ecclesiastical residence declined, and other places in Scot¬
land became the seats of power. But an interesting story this 

[12] 

picturesque and ancient townlet has to tell, that weaves itself 
at times into the destinies of the nation, so much so that its 
latest historian avers that its parish history broadens out into 
an 'Historical Study' that must include the nation, with its 
own distinctive tale. 

It was in such a centre of historic associations and at such 
a time of ecclesiastical stir that John Brown began his aus¬
picious day. His father bore the name of John Brown, and his 
mother that of Catherine Millie. But the veil falls upon their 
ancestry, and upon themselves. Yet the stock from which he 
sprang must have been of remarkable vigour and rare quality 
to have helped to produce a character like his and the 
'dynasty' that followed. Tenacity, grit, strength, were its main 
features, and-

Lo, Strength is of the plain root-Virtues born; 
Strength shall ye gain by service, prove in scorn, 
Train by endurance, by devotion shape. 
Strength is not won by miracle or rape. 
It is the oflEspring of the modest years, 
The gift of sire to son. 

In Carpow, a hamlet to the east of Abemethy, now entirely 
swept away, they had then- home. The mins of the little 
village on both sides of the purling stream that meanders on 
through the sylvan glades to the Tay, a mile or less away, still 
remain, with a couple of ash trees to tell of 'the days ayont, 
the days awa,' when to and fro sped busy feet. Some old trees 
stand near by that register immemorial years; and scarcely 

i two hundred yards off are the bare, stript, crow-stepped walls 
I of the old mansion of Carpow, then owned by the Oliphants, 
! loyal supporters of the Stuart house. In the old mansion. Prince 
I Qiarles Edward spent a night on his southern march, while 
 his triumphing army lay at Perth. Through the hamlet passes ־
! the road between Newburgh and Abemethy; and today only 
I fifty yards to the south of it, through a deep cutting, runs the 

railway that links the two places together. 
Though vanished, Carpow can claim an older history than 

Abemethy. The remains of a Roman villa are stül visible three 
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hundred yards to the east of the old house. Indeed this region 
must have been an important centre in the remote past, 
guarded as it was by a hill-fort-whose formation speaks of its 
antiquity-on the top of the Castle Law, that commands with 
a watchful eye the whole district. 

In the days of Brown's father, small patches of ground were 
allotted to the workers on the farms, on which they grew flax 
that was spun by the wives and daughters of thek families. In 
the winter season, his father was one of the weavers of the 
place; in the summer he followed the sahnon fishing, which is 
today and has always been, a profitable calhng in the neigh¬
bourhood. Of education he received none; but he taught him¬
self to read. He filled his home with the current Uterature of 
the period, which was peculiarly religious. Inmiediately the gift 
of reading was awakened in his son, he feasted upon what his 
father possessed, and strong meat it was for a youth of tender 
years. 

Toward the end of his days, John Brown wrote a brief 
sketch of his hfe, a 'Short Memoir' as he called it; and in it we 
obtain a gUmpse of those eariy years with their grim back¬
ground, and hard but not joyless struggle. 

'The more I consider the deaUngs between God and my soul, 
I am the more amazed at His marvellous lovingkindness to me, 
and my ingratitude and rebeשon against Him. 

'It was a mercy that I was bom in a family which took care 
of my Christian instruction, and in which I had the example of 
God's worship, both evening and morning - which was the case 
of few famihes in that corner at that time. This was the more 
remarkable that my father, as I have heard, being bom under 
prelacy, got no instruction in reading or next to none, but what 
he got from masters after he began to be a herd.' 

The atmosphere of the home was serene. Religion shone in 
the background. If it burned low in other dwellings, its light 
gleamed brightly under one roof in Carpow. It deeply moved 

[14] 

the young hfe, in particular at the one great rehgious festival 
of the year, the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which was 
held in Abemethy in the month of July. In most of the parishes 
at that time there was only an annual celebration of this 
ordinance. Days were allotted to it. Thousands attended from 
far and near. Abemethy was a favourite centre. There they 
gathered on the green slope at the foot of the hill to the south 
of the village, sitting in plaids on the green grass, the preacher 
standing in an elevated narrow shelter, like a sentry box. Within 
the church, the Communion proper proceeded, where those 
only were admitted who were privileged to sit down at the 
table. In tum the groups of communicants took thek places at 
the reserved seats, reverently covered with white Unen, while 
preacher after preacher addressed them, and distributed the 
sacred symbols. It was a profoundly impressive occasion. 

The awe and reverence of the people touched the hearts of 
the young folks as they beheld the continual succession of their 
eiders moving in and out of the church. It may have repelled 
some; but it awakened the intense curiosity of young John 
Brown. On one occasion he ventured to mingle with the crowd 
that poured into the church, to leam for himself what took 
place. He supped into the gallery. The sight of the worshippers 
below, partaking of the hallowed symbols, and the fervent 
utterances of the preacher, left an impression that was treasured 
for life. But the young eager face peering down from the upper 
chamber was ere long descried. Its presence was a sacrilege; 
and he was summoned to leave. The recollection, however, of 
the scene and the impressions produced so abode with him 
that, in later years, he instituted a reform in the Communion 
Services of the Church, by the admission of young persons as 
witnesses of the celebration, and by a more frequent observance 
of the supper. 

In his autobiographical fragment he writes : 

'About the eighth year of my age, I happened in the crowd 
to get into the church on the Sacrament Sabbath, when it was 
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common for all but intended communicants to be excluded. 
The table or tables which I heard served before I was put out, 
were chiefly served upon Christ, and in a sweet and delightful 
manner. This captivated my young affections, and has made me 
since think that httle ones should never be excluded from the 
church on such occasions. Though what they hear may not con¬
vert them, it may be of use to begin the allurement of their 
heart.' 

The school-days• of John Brown were easily numbered. 
Scotland has always been proud of her educational system. 
Lofty ideals for the instruction of youth were outhned at the 

^ Reformation, for its value to the national hfe was deemed of 
the highest importance. But the 'Sturm und Drang'^ of the 
seventeenth century, when Prelacy and Presbytery contended 
for the mastery, and were m turn overthrown, interfered sadly 
with the reaUzation of these ideals. In 1633, agam in 1643, and 
yet again in 1696, the Scottish ParHament enacted and re-
enacted that a schoohnaster should be appomted for every 
parish, a 'commodious house' should be provided for a school, 
and that assessments be made, half from the tenants, and half 
from the heritors, for his salary. This beneficent law was almost 
completely disregarded. The sanction behmd the law was in¬
effective. The tenants left it severely alone in deference to the 
landlords, and the landlords left it as severely alone in defer¬
ence to themselves. Presbyteries were authorized to nominate 
*twelve honest men' to carry out the law; but nobody was 
authorized to see if they did thek duty. In consequence any 
kind of a shelter was allowed to serve as a schookoom-it 
might be the church steeple, a cowshed, a stable, a granary, a 
family vault, a dilapidated hovel. Usually the schools were 
small, dkty rooms, the windows open to let m the Hght, or 
boarded up to keep out the cold, and the wind, and the rain. In 
wmter they hung thick with the smoke of peat, kindled to 
warm the children. Often seats and desks were wanting, and 

' i.e. tempests and tensions. 

[16] 

I the scholars squatted on the floor, covered with the rushes or 
straw which it was the children's duty to supply. In 1725, the 

I Town Council of St. Andrews was informed that *the boys 
cannot sit for learning to wreatt; so that they are nécessitât to 
wreatt upon the floor lying upon thek belhes.י 

The schoolmaster was kept in as dke straits as his school. 
I The Act authorized his salary to be not less than 100 merks 
i (£5), and not more than 200 merks (£10). The former was the 
I common salary in a country parish; and the teaching consisted 
I of Latin, mathematics, arithmetic, writing, and singing. Pro¬

visions, of course, were cheap at this period - a boll of meal 6s., 
a dozen eggs Id., 1 lb. mutton l^d., while shoes cost lOd. 
a pak, and the woollen shirts and the rough plaidmg were spun 

 at home. But the salary was poor and difficult to gather in ״
from fifty or a hundred tenants or heritors, as the case might 
be. in sums of a penny or a fraction of a penny. Excuses for 
not paying were hurled at the dominie, as he collected his pit-

J tance-bad harvests or threats to withdraw the children. Pay-
I ment in kind was offered; and the saying was but too UteraUy 
I and pamfuUy true, that *literature was cultivated on a httle 

oatmeal.' Thomas Ruddiman (1674-1757). the renowned 
r'*• Hbrarian of the Advocates' Library in Edmburgh for fifty 

years, and of still wider juvenile fame as the author of The 
Rudiments of the Latin Tongue, while schoolmaster at 
Laurencekkk, was paid chiefly in com, which he sold to his 
uncle m the dear years that followed the Revolution 

' Happily the scanty months that John Brown spent at school 
at Abemethy were not affected by the building in which the 
lamp of instmction was dimly burning. It was to him an open¬
ing of the gateways of knowledge. They were entered with 

I eagerness and the promised fmits seized with passion. He was 
I not content with reading, but with 'leaming by heart' what he 
I read. When one considers what was read by this boy of eight 

or ten-the Catechisms of Vincent and Flavel. and the Larger 
I Catechism of the Westminster Assembly-the mental grip 
I must have early declared kself. Vincent's Catechism, the 

[17] 
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general pabulum of the time, was a hard, dry book, but a book 
so highly esteemed by Alexander Cruden of Concordance 
fame that he founded an Exhibition of £5 in connection with 
Marischal College. Aberdeen, one of the conditions of holding 
it being a perfect acquamtance with Vincent's Catechism. 
Flavel's Catechism was another favourite of the period, its 
author, John Flavel (c. 1627-1691), being the son of a Non¬
conformist divine, who is described in contemporary records 
as a 'pamful and eminent minister.' The Larger Catechism of 
the Westminster Assembly even, not the Shorter, which is held 
to be too stiff for the twentieth century, was also reckoned a 
work to be mastered by the youth of this eariier period, for its 
doctrine was both solid and sound. 

Brown says of his school-days : 

'My thirst after knowledge was great. My pride not a httle 
instigated my diUgence, particularly in learning by heart what 
Catechisms I could get. I have found not a Httle advantage by 
this, especially by my leaming of Vincent's and Flavel's Cate¬
chisms, and the Assembly's Larger Catechism. My parents' 
circumstances did not allow them to afford me any more but 
a very few quarters at school, for readmg, writing, and arith¬
metic, one month of which, without their allowance, I be¬
stowed upon the Latin.' 

That completed John Brown's school and university career. 
It is evident, as Carlyle said of Dante, that in those few months 
he 'with his earnest, intelligent nature, learned better than 
most all that was learnable.' 

A youth so studious did not escape the keen notice of the 
watchful mother. Seeing her boy's absorbing eagerness to 
leam, she had a vision of a future for him, which she was 
destined never to see, of his one day standing among Scotland's 
preachers. Using the quaint language of the time, she was wont 
to say. O h when will I see the craws fleein' ower my baimie's 
kirk!' 

[18] 

Two brothers and a sister completed Brown's family circle. 
James, the elder of the brothers, found his way to Cupar. Fife, 
and died a burgess of the ancient burgh in 1799: a great-
grandson of his is now (1917) mmister of the parish of Bervie, 
Kincardineshu-e. Wimam, the younger, tumed toward the west 
and obtained employment on the Inverary estate of the Duke 
of Argyle, dying comparatively young, leavmg a family that 
devoted itself to forestry. Janet married one John Heggie, and 
estabhshed her home in Newburgh-on-Tay in Fife. 
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C H A P T E R 2 

The School of Life 

'My father dying about the eleventh year of my age, and my 
mother soon after, I was left a poor orphan, who had ahnost 
nothing to depend on but the providence of God.' 

Such is the next pathetic sentence in the Short Memoir of 
my Life. Thus early did the struggle begin in life's hard school. 
Of what exactly the parents died is not known. But death 
demanded a heavy toll of human life in those days. Sanitation 
was unknown; the mansions of the great were without the most 
rudimentary and essential conveniences of cleanHness. Epi¬
demies swept with fatal virulence over the land. Ague, arising 
from the marshy soil, yearly disabled thousands. Smallpox 
ravaged the community and fever abounded because of the 
prevailing filth. Medical skill was in an exceedingly crude 
stage; and the remedies prescribed would be amusing, were 
they not so pathetic: toads used iowardly for dropsy, out¬
wardly for carbuncles; slaters, or woodUce. for coHc. convtil-
sions. palsy, and cancer; earthworms, sUt up, 'well-washed 
and dried,' for jaundice and gout; vipers for dysentery, small¬
pox, and ague; and, of course, the inevitable panacea for every 
disease, blood-letting. Disease raged triumphantly. Yet it says 
much for the vigorous constitution of the people that, with the 
healing art in such a parlous state, the death-rate was so 
moderate. It was a case of the survival of the fittest. Before the 
onslaught of one of these prevalent diseases, first the father, 
in 1733, and two years later the mother of John Brown fell 
victim; and then the humble home of Carpow was broken up. 

With what he calls a 'small rehgious family,' John found 

[20] 

a kindly shelter for a tune. Fever, however, attacked his sturdy 
frame no less than four times in succession, and at the end 
left him m a state of great weakness. The sorrows and suffer-
tngs through which he passed, naturally aroused the rehgious 
sensibiUties of this serious youth. The deep concerns of re-
hgion appealed to him, although he was only in his twelfth 
year; and life was estabhshed on the surest and broadest 
foundation on which a man can build-the personal surrender 
to the Lord of Ufe. The rehgious books of the period were 
eagerly read and absorbed. Their titles may seem rather start¬
ling to an age which shrinks from the subjective, but they 
meant exactly what the writers mtended. An Alarm to the 
Unconverted, by Joseph AUeme (1634-68). next to Baxter 

I perhaps the most widely read of the Puritan writers, and one 
of the two thousand ejected preachers of 1662; Trial of a 
Saving Interest in Christ, by Wilham Guthrie (1620-65). the 
keen angler, and the devoted pastor of Fenwick; Guide to goe 
to God, by Wilham Gouge, D.D. (1578-1653), a member of the 
Westminster Assembly of Divines, and a leader of the London 
ministers who protested against sending Charles I to the 
scaffold-these works were not meant to catch with guile, but 
to do, or attempt to do, what they claimed. Such was the 

I literature on which this youth barely m his teens feasted his 
young soul, along with the Scriptures, and the Letters of 
Samuel Rutherford (1600-61), which are stiU a joy and a profit 
lo read. This was the result : 

'Meanwhile in 1734, and especially in 1735, the Lord by His 
word read and preached, did not a httle strive with and allure 
my soul. The readmg of AUeine's Alarm to the Unconverted, 
otmtributed not a httle to awaken my conscience, and move 
my affections. Some of his hints, made worse by my mind 
however, occasioned my legal covenantmg with God. I made 
much the same use of Guthrie's Trial of a Saving Interest in 

I Christ. Indeed such was the bias of my heart under these con-
I vulsions. that I was wilhng to do anything but to flee to Christ 

[21] 
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and His free grace alone for my salvation. In these times I 
had no small dehght in reading rehgious books, the Bible, 
Rutherford's Letters, and the Uke; and by means of these, 
particularly by means of Gouge's Directions how to walk with 
God, was led into considerable circumspection in my practice. 
The sweet impressions made by sermons and books sometimes 
lasted days on end, and were sometimes carried to a remark¬
ably high degree. Under these I was much given to prayer, but 
concealed all my rehgious appearances to the uttermost of 
my power. 

'Four fevers on end brought me so low within a few months 
after my mother's death, as made almost every onlooker lose 
aU hopes of my recovery; only I remember a sister, the most 
simple but the most serious of all us children of the family, 
told me that when she was praying for me, that word, "I will 
satisfy him with long Ufe, and show him My salvation," was 
impressed on her mind, which she said made her mind per¬
fectly easy with respect to my recovery. Apprehensions of 
eternity, though I scarce looked for immediate death in these 
troubles, also affected me. 

'But the death of my parents, and my leaving a small 
rehgious family, to go into a larger, in the station of a herd¬
boy, for two or three years, was attended with not a little 
practical apostasy from all my former attainments. Even 
secret prayer was not always regularly performed. But I 
foohshly pleased myself by making up the number one day 
which had been deficient in another. 

'It was my mercy, too, that in all my services I was cast into 
famiUes, except perhaps one, [where] there were some appear¬
ances of the grace of God, besides useful neighbours.' 

One of the famiUes was that of John Ogilvie, who tenanted 
the sheep-farm of Mückle Bein. He was an elder of the 
Church at Abemethy, of which Alexander Moncrieff was at 
that time minister. Advanced in years, but yearning for know¬
ledge, and unhappily never taught to read, he welcomed the 
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service of the studious youth, not so much for herding his 
sheep as for his abiUty to read to him, and his deUght in his 
spiritual communings. The two built a little shelter on the 
Colzie hill, where they might talk together in the utmost privacy 
far away from the gaze of men, long afterwards known as 'the 
Tabernacle.' It is Uke the delightful picture Pepys describes, 
*the most pleasant and innocent sight that ever I saw in my 
hfe.' of the shepherd on Epsom Downs, and his httle boy 
reading the Bible to him, 'far away from any houses, or sight 
of people.'^ Pepys has recorded his experience in a passage 
which Stevenson regarded as the most romantic in all the 
Diary. 

The farm lay to the south among the heights that half 
encompass Abemethy on that side. The youth, wandering 
over these hills, must have had his mind stirred and quickened 
by the magnificent views of the surrounding scenery that dis¬
closed themselves, especially when the atmosphere shimmered 
with 'the clear shining after rain.' The Earn came winding 
down its well-tilled valley, joining the Tay as it broke out 
between the hills of Kinnoul and Moncrieffe. The river now 
pursued its broadening course on toward the North Sea, visible 
«1 the eastern horizon, with Dundee lying on the left bank. 
Between the Tay and the Sidlaw range, with Macbeth's Dun-
sinane standing guard, was spread, like a bilUard-table, the 
Carse of Gowrie, while, beyond the Sidlaws, stretched the 
kaig broken line of the Grampians, enfolding between them 
the rich expansive valley of Strathmore. On clear days Schie-
haUion showed its lofty peaks, fully forty miles away. Toward 
tibc west, Ben Voirlich. Ben More, and the shoulders of Ben 
Ledi could be descried, and toward the south, not only the 
Lomond Tops of Fifeshire, but North Berwick Law, and the 
Lammerraoors, sheltering at their feet the ancient town of 
Haddington, where the youthful shepherd was to spend his 
busiest days - all these could be seen with the naked eye. The 
far-flung, extensive view of nearly three-parts of Scotland, so 

' The Diary of Samuel Pepys, July 14th, 1667. 
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r 
varied in form, so rich in beauty, beating mommg after morn¬
ing upon the thoughtful and reverent shepherd lad, left 
memories that found suggestive and significant expression in 
the Christian Journal, that was to be a feast of soul to many a 
pilgrim long years after its author had passed to his rest. 

A contemporary of John Brown's contributed in after-years 
a sketch of him up to the days when his ministry began. It was 
sent to his son John, who was minister at Whitburn, and was 
then issuing a Life of his father. For some reasons it was not 
made use of; probably it came into his hands too late for his 
purpose, Uke the more famous sketch by his great-grandson. 
Dr. John Brown, author of the immortal Rab, which he sent 
to Dr. John Cairns, the biographer of his father, but which was 
received too late for insertion in the first issue of the pubhshed 
Life. In this interesting letter, the companion of his youth said : 

'Mr . Brown was born in poor circumstances. His infant Ufe, 
through the death of near relatives, may be styled friendless, 
but as soon as he could do anything. Providence provided a 
friend for him in the neighbourmg mountains to Abemethy m 
John Ogilvie, a shepherd, venerable for age, and eminent for 
piety. This worthy man, though intelligent and pious, was so 
destitute of education, as not to be able to read Enghsh. Know¬
ing the narrow circumstances of your father's family, his 
serious disposition, his love of leaming, his wonderful capacity, 
he was induced to engage him in his service, to help him with 
his sheep, particularly to tend his lambs, but chiefly to read to 
him. They were not long companions tiU they became dear 
friends, and both of them found thek connection mutuaUy 
beneficial. To accommodate themselves they built a lodge on 
CoLzie hiU, to which they repaked not only to screen themselves 
from the storm, but to read the Word of God, to pray, and to 
smg the praises of the Chief Shepherd. Thus "the wilderness 
and the sohtary place was glad for them, and the desert re¬
joiced with joy and singing." 

'The ruins of this lodge are well known, and from its sacred 
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use obtained, and yet bears, the name of the Tabernacle. But, 
b(wever, the pleasant period comes to an end; the farmer 
dispersed his flock, and the godly shepherds separated. The old 
aian retked from business to Abernethy, of which parish he 
was an elder.' 

The demands of the religious Ufe seemed to the young lad 
lo caU for the rigorous observing of specified times of devotion. 
It was an age when 'method' was regarded as a prime essential 
in the Christian profession, and which found its most illus¬
trious example in the Society that John Wesley and his brother 
founded at Oxford m 1732. It is curious to find that about the 
same time John Brown was endeavouring, with many failures, 
lo put in practice on the hills of Abernethy the same ideas as 
io the rehgious life. The precepts of WilUam Law and Joseph 
Alkine were treated with reverential deference; but the spirit 
of rehgion was apt to lose itself in the letter of rehgious duty, 
to a letter of August 6th, 1745, John Brown writes : 

*After a formal sUght using of AUeine's "Directions for Con-
*ersion," I dedicated myself to the Lord in solenm vow. as 
AUdne dkects (summer 1735 or 1736); particularly. I vowed 
to pr&y six times in the day when I was herding, and three when 
I was not herding; so I continued to do this; and if I was 

5 deficient one day. I made amends the next. If I feU into any 
known sin. I prayed for forgiveness, and so was well. A ־ l l 
; œovings of the affections I took for special enjoyings of God. 
I and now thought myself sure of heaven, if I was not a hypo¬

crite; to avoid which deceit. I kept the whole of my religion 
I as hid as I could. especiaUy prayer; and to that end prayed 

almost aye in the field, where, if I was not pretty sure nobody 
mms near, I was exceeding low of voice; and, lest my head 

I bang bare might discover it, I cast my blanket over it, or else 
; faüd an open book before me, that so they might think I was 

reading; and so made myself, in my conceit, as sure of heaven 
I as possible. In this way of doing I continued from that time 
I ύϋ June 1740 or else 1741 at least, if not tiU now; stiU putting 
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my fashion of rehgion in Christ's room, setting up my formal ? 
prayers, etc., for my Saviour, yea, for my God.' ' 

The formal stage, ever fraught with disquiet, passed, and 
there broke the full splendour of the glowing sunshine. To 
revert to his autobiographical fragment : 

'At length, after a multitude of ups and downs, glowings of 
aiïections, and sad coolings, I, after a sore fever in 1741, which 
somewhat awakened my concern about eternal salvation, was 
providentially determined, during the noontide, while the sheep י 
which I herded rested themselves in the fold, to go and hear a 
sermon, at the distance of two miles, running both to it and 
from it. The second or third sermon which I heard in this 
manner, and I had no other opportunity of hearing, the greater 
part of the year, being preached on John 6. 64, "There are 
some of you that beUeve not," by one I both before and after¬
wards reckoned as a most general preacher, pierced my con- ; 
science as if almost every sentence had been directed to none f 
but me, and made me conclude myself one of the greatest 
unbehevers in the world. This sermon threw my soul into no i 
small agony and concern, and made me look on all my former | 
experiences as nothing but common operations of the Spirit; I 
and in this manner I viewed them for many years afterwards; ן 
and often in my sermons, after I was a preacher, described f 
the lengths which common operations might go on this footing. 
But at last I began to doubt that I had been too rash in throw¬
ing aside all my former experiences as having nothing of the 
reaUy gracious in them. And I saw that it was improper for a 
preacher to make his own experiences, either of one kind or 
another, anything like a discriminating standard of his con¬
ceptions or declarations on these dehcate subjects. 

'On the morrow after, I heard a sermon on Isaiah 53. 4, 
"Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows," 
which enhghtened and melted my soul in a manner I had not 
formerly experienced; and I was made as a poor lost sinner, I 
the chief of sinners, to essay appropriating the Lord Jesus as | 
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Ittviog done all for me, and as wholly made over to me in the 
Gospel, as the free gift of God and my all-sufficient Saviour, 
Äiöwerable to all my folly, ignorance, guilt, fihhiness, wants, 
skvery. and misery. This sermon had the most powerfully 
!:̂ teasant influence on my soul of any that I ever heard. 

*By a sermon on Isaiah 45. 24. "Surely in the Lord have I 
righteousness and strength." my soul was also remarkably 
JkSected and drawn to the Lord. By means of these and other 
ordinances, the sweetness which I felt about 1735 was not only 
ranarkably returned to me, but I had far clearer views of the 
fetedom of God's grace, and of the exercise of taking hold of 
and pleading the gracious promises of the Gospel.' 

John Brown was then nineteen years of age. The deep im¬
pressions of this period of spiritual wrestling were not of a 
passing nature. Though reticent till near the end of his days 
about his inner hfe, he busied his pen frequently in after-years 
m writing 'Meditations,' sohloquies of the soul, intense, power-
ftd presentations of the subjective truth of the Gospel. By this 
time he had emerged to see what was 'really gracious' in the 
äfcoughts and feehngs stkred by the concentration of mind and 
heart on such high themes. There are two 'Meditations' that 
seem to have sprung out of this struggle towards the light. They 
are typical of one of the means he sedulously employed to fan 
the flame of religious truth in the land. The one is entitled. 
Reflections of a Soul shut up to the Faith. It is a call to look 
hick 'to the rock whence thou wast hewn.' 

*By a Christian education, God had shut me up from the 
more flagrant iniquities - cursing, swearing, lewdness, intem¬
perance, and the neglect of the forms of religion. But, ah ! with 
what earnestness I indulged myself in sins not less criminal, 
though less open and scandalous ! - seeking righteousness, as it 
were, by the works of the law ! When conscience upbraided me 
for neglect of former duties, particularly of acts of worship, 
how often have I redoubled, or even tripled the ordinary tale, 
in order to pay off my old debts. . . . In vain. . . . But 

[27] 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


thanks be to God, He passed by me, and looked upon me, 
and said unto me, " L I V E . " And, behold, my time was the time 
of love, the day of power, the day of espousals indeed ! Deter¬
mined to make an uncommon stretch of Ahnighty grace. He 
hedged me in. Before, behind, and on every side, I heard, I 
saw, I felt-not cherubim with flaming swords, but calls, but 
cords, of everlasting love.' 

The other 'Meditation,' Reflections of a Christian upon his 
Spiritual Elevations and Dejections, is a vivid description of 
the sunht heights and the deep dark depths that may be crossed 
in the pursuit of the highest. 

'Sometimes He hath Ufted me up, in allowing me sweet dis¬
tinct views of divine truth, and of Jesus and His Father therein. 
. . . Anon, He casts me down into deep and darksome caves. 
I groped as a blind man at noonday. . , . Sometimes God, by 
His Word and Spirit, afforded me the most convincing assur¬
ance that He was my Saviour, my Husband, my Father, my 
Friend, my Physician, my God-my all and in all. Anon, He 
permitted me to fall into such darkness and doubts that I 
could be persuaded of scarce anything inspired. . . . Some¬
times God hath hfted me up to a sweet serenity of soul. . . . 
Anon, He cast me "into deep waters where there was no 
standing." . . . Sometimes He hath so feasted me in His 
ordinances that the frequent return of Sabbaths, sacramental 
occasions, opportunities of family, social, or secret worship, 
were my dehght. . . . Anon, ordinances became to me as 
"dry beasts," and their approach a trifle, a burden; and neither 
before, nor m, nor after did I enjoy the visits of Christ. . . . 
Sometimes God hath carried me up to Mount Pisgah, and 
shown me the celestial Canaan, and my irrevocable title there¬
to. . . . Anon, He held back the face of His throne, and spread 
His cloud over it. . . . Are thy frames, my soul, so change¬
able? Let me charge thee to have no confidence in thyself; but 
to hve by faith on the Son of God, and His everlasting covenant, 
which are "the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." ' 

[28] 

C H A P T E R 3 

The Acquisition of Languages 

A dominant passion of this friendless youth was to acquke a 
knowledge of languages. The means, however, were hmited in 
the extreme: few, if any, were ever so devoid of the oppor¬
tunity and the apphances of learning. A penniless orphan 
boy, who had only a quarter or two at school, and one 
month at Latin, toihng for his daily bread in the lone up¬
lands of a country parish, far from centres that stimulate 
thought, had obstacles to face so stem and forbidding as to 
discourage aU hkely attainment. But he dared the impossible, 
and did it. 

It is not to be supposed, of course, that a serious youth, 
who 'reined in' the spkit of froHc that was in him, would 
escape the gay tormentmgs of boys of his own age. It is youth's 
privilege to indulge in pranks that search and expose the sup¬
posed weaknesses of comrades. A solemn tendency provides 
fair sport for merry assailants. If it is manfully home, there 
IS that appreciation in the youthful nature to champion 
henceforth the victim, and courageously defend, and loyaUy 
serve him as a friend. On the farm of John Ogilvie was another 
youth, Henry Femey, who dehghted to tease and test the sober 
son of Carpow. One Sabbath evening he thought that he would 
call out the angry fires. He hurried his sheep to the fold, then 
strewed the entrance, on which an open gate hung, with whins, 
and stacked a bunch of rough prickly ones near the post where 
the gate was fastened. John Brown brought up his sheep, and, 
bemg last, was under obhgation to shut the gate. He made his 
way bare-footed through the gorse, with sharp twmges of pain. 
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and barred the gate. As he withdrew l^^'^^yj^'l^fj^' 
opportunity, and sent him headlong into the pnckly heap, with 
a roar of boyish laughter. Young Brown rose with face, hands^ 
and legs bleeding. Henry expected that at last he would now 
hear an enraged tongue, or be summoned to fight. But he was 
more than astonished when the victim of his crude pke looked 
T m r n and said in a kindly but injured tone, Ό Henry what 
?or do ye that on the Lord's nicht? I would have been ΙοΛ to 
do that to you.' Henry was stung by the meekness of his corn-
rade, and was distressed till he was frankly forgiven From that 
hour, Henry Femey became a staunch and steadfast friend. 

The relations of the two afford a glimpse of the period and 
of the boy who was 'the father of the man.' Ferney afterwards 
acknowledged the interest young Brown took in his self-
m ^ o v L n t , and aspiration toward a better hfe_Browa 
sought to fire him with his own spint, and opened to him what 
Measures of knowledge he possessed. He awoke him to a high 
sense of duty, and to hear the call of higher thmgs. A bed¬
time he would say. 'Henry, did you go " a y e r t̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
'Yes ' 'When was it?' Such time, he would say. Henry you 
„lust have Uttle to seek at a throne of grace. Ο H-r>^ 
but saw your many needs, and the many mercies God s ready 
to give you for asking, you would not be so soon through 

John Brown, with his scanty tools for acquiring knowbdge 
especiaUy of languages, made such use ο them as ο display 
remarkable originality. The Uttle Latm he had been mught 
L e a d of bemg lost when life's hard school began, where m 
״ η Λ there seemed so little use for it, was carefuUy treasured. 
anTadded to, untU the mastery of tiie language was well witinn 
his grasp. He borrowed books wherever he could find üiem^Ia 
Ae midday, when for two hours the labours ceased, he bounded 
off to the minister at Amgask, three to four miles away. Rev. 
J. Johnstone, or to his own minister Abernethy, Rev _A1^^ 
ander Moncrieff, who for a time, at least, was his friendly 
counsellor and helper. Moncrieff would set h im^^^^^; 
he imagined days would be required to overtake, but m a short 

[30] 

time. Brown was at his door, with the work prescribed finished, 
and ready for more. 

His browsing in Latin fields led him to seek the richer 
pasturage of Greek, and acquaintance with the very words of 
the New Testament. He was too modest to ask guidance m this 
more exclusive region. Latin then was common property; not 
so Greek; and he conceived a plan to reach his goal by him¬
self, rather ingenious and entirely original. He took his Ovid, 
an old Latin grammar, and the names of the New Testament, 
especially the genealogies of the first chapter of Matthew, and 
the third chapter of Luke. The last he divined to be transcripts 
of the Greek, and to suggest the key to unlock the door between 
the two languages. 'Reason told me,' he argued, *that at least 
an unaccidented tongue could not much change names from 
what they were in the Greek.' With these he made a discovery 
of the Greek characters,^ as true a discovery as Dr Young's of 
the characters of the Rosetta stone, or RawUnson's of the 
cuneiform letters. He compared the names and the letters verse 
by verse with the Enghsh. He tireated the Greek as an expert 
uses a cypher, and bit by bit with wonderful patience and 
ingenuity, he learned the sound of the letters. Though only 
making guesses at the meanmg, yet, by comparing it with the 
Enghsh, he was able to read the Greek. Then, having acquked 
so much Greek, he pushed on to Hebrew. 

He tells the story himself in a letter which he wrote to explain 
the mystery of his acquiring a knowledge of the Greek, without 
a grammar and without the assistance of any one, that seemed 
to those who knew Greek to be an achievement without the 
bounds of possibility, and as implymg the necessity of being 
helped by none other than 'his Satanic Majesty'. The main part 
of the letter wiU be given in the next chapter; this portion bears 
on the subject in question. 

'1 learned the letters from Orth. Tab. Gram., margmal words 
m Ovid, and names in the New Testament; for reason told me 
" John Brown, 'Letter to John Cairns,' Horae Subsecivae, second series 
p. 60 . 
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that at least our unaccidented tongue could not much change 
names from what they were in the Greek, as, e.g. : (1) words 
authoritatively interpreted, as Eloi lama sabachthani, Talitha 
cumi, Siloam, Corban, Golgotha, Gabbatha, Emmanuel, 
Cephas, Aceldama; for if these be changed in any language-
as, for example, if Aceldama be made Acerdama, it would be 
false; for it would say-1st, that the Jews called that place 
Acerdama; 2nd, that Acerdama, Hebraicè, signifies a field of 
blood. And so m the matter of all words of this kind. (2) Words 
authoritatively called aUen, as Abaddon, Armageddon. (3) 
Proper, obsolete, inequivalented names, as, Hebraicè, Cainan, 
Arphaxad, etc., Luke 3, Graecè, Olympas, Priscilla, etc. (4) 
Names changed in one place from what they were m another-
Noah, Genesis 10. 1. Noe, Luke 3. Now, both being aUke to 
our Enghsh, the reason of their change is the Greek, and, there¬
fore, must be in the Greek as in ours. Now, all the Greek 
letters may be found by comparing— 

Eloi 
Ελοι 

lama 
λαμα 

sabachthani 
σαβαχθανι 

Arphaxad 
Αρφαξαβ 

Capernaum Sem Aceldama Booz Ragau Salmon 
Καπερναούμ Σημ Ακίλβαμα Βοοζ Ραγαυ Ψαλμών^ 

'Now, to prove the powers to be what you conceive or not, 
look other words: as, for example, I would be sure of β that 
it is equal to 6-1 look Αβραάμ, Αβιουδ, Αβια, Ωβηδ, in all 
which, if I have hit right on the power β by calhng it b. then 
the second form m all these four words must be hke it; but 
this is true; therefore the former. Thisway I used. 

'Another rule I also walked by is, cast your eyes on what 
form you will and fancy it to be what power you will; then 
compare it with other words havmg powers equivalent, and if 
they confirm it not, fancy it to be some other power, and so do 

' In the Centenary Memorial of Rev. John Brown,J>. 63, by his grand¬
son. Dr. J. Croumbie Brown, he remarks that the Greek character τ is 
not included in this test, but this must have been the result of over¬
sight. 
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till you find some words to confirm you m your fancy; and 
then you may take it for probable that you have really Ughted 
on its power. And if it can be found to be no single letter, fancy 
it to be some double consonant, diphthong, or syllable; as, for 
example, I cast mine eye on β. I fancy it to be a. I look Aram, 
Asa, Josaphat, Graecè. I see nothing hke it there; and yet the 
power a is there; ergo, it is not a. And, by the by, I remark 
that the power of a is found Anglice four times besides capitals, 
and it only is so often found; but the Greek form a is found 
alone so oft; ergo, the form a has the power of a Enghsh. 
Again, I fancy β to have the power of our d by comparmg 
Αμιναδαβ, Ωβηδ, Αβιουδ, Ελιουδ; I see the antepenult and ult 
letter in the other three is d Enghsh; therefore the antepenult 
form in Ammadab and the other three Graecè must have the 
power of d, by the rule anent obsolete names; but this form 
is δ, not β, and so β is not equal in power or sound to d. But 
observmg such a form ΙηΩβηδ-ηον/, the second power there 
is that of b Enghsh; therefore, I fancy it to be b, and by com¬
paring it with Ζοροβαβελ, Ιακώβ, I found it to me proven to 
be b. 

'Thus one might go through all the forms. Now, I knew 
proper names from the places they are put m with us Anglice, 
the initiatmg capitals, their repetitions, etc. As for the other 
ways I used, it would weary you to hear them; so I forbear at 
this time. 

'When I had, by these means, got myself into a probabihty 
tiiat I had tiie letters, I came down and sounded them before 
Mr. Reid, and when he did not approve of my way, I called 
them his way, viz., n, u, etc. 

'Now, üie way I took to leam the sense was much the same, 
by comparing the Greek words with tiie words in our Testa¬
ment, beginning at Üie shortest verses, as 1 Thess. 5. 16, etc.; 
and as I had observed many terminations witii some of their 
obhque cases in Latm Greek rudiments, so as I went along I 
made it my study to notice verbal termmations, right and 
obhque, still allotting tiiem to that person, time, mood, voice, 
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etc., their Enghsh agreed to. A l l this while, I never thought of 
its dual number, middle voice, etc., which the Latin has not. 
Also I noticed prepositions, adverbs, etc. As to construction, 
Ruddiman told me {Rud., p. 98,1 think) that the rules he has 
not distinguished by an asterisk are natural; therefore, I con-
eluded, used in Greek. Some others I noticed, as Ακούω, 68, 
etc. A l l this time I got lessons now and then from Mr. Reid; 
then I got a grammar and rudiments, etc. As for Hebrew, I 
got a grammar one hundred and ten days before I saw another 
Hebrew book, and am far from so exact in any of them as they 
[i.e. his maligners] report.' 

Having thus obtained a knowledge of the Greek alphabet, 
he was anxious to possess a copy of the Greek Testament for 
himself. He had now gathered sufficient money to purchase 
one. The nearest hkely place where such a volume could be 
obtained was St. Andrews, with its University. Perth was only 
seven miles distant; but it was doubtful if the booksellers there 
would stock such a volume. In the university city there could 
be no such doubt. Taking his friend, Henry Femey, into his 
confidence, and securing his promise to look after his flock 
during his absence, one evening, in the year 1738, at the age of 
sixteen, when the sheep were penned, he set out on the twenty-
four miles of unknown road that lay between him and St. 
Andrews. He arrived early in the morning, footsore and weary. 
He found the bookseller's shop in South Street, near the 
University Library, then owned by Alexander McCuUoch. 
Going in, he startled the shopman by asking for a Greek New 
Testament. He was a very raw-looking lad at the time, his 
clothes were rough, home-spun, and ragged, and his feet were 
bare. 'What would you do wi' that book? you'U no can read 
it,' said the bookseller. ' I ' l l try to read it,' was the humble 
answer of the would-be purchaser. Meanwhile some of the 
professors had come into the shop, and, hearing the talk and 
surveying the youth, questioned him closely as to what he was, 
where he came from, and who taught him. Then one of them. 

not unhkely Francis Pringle, then Professor of Greek, asked 
the bookseller to bring a Greek New Testament, and, throwing 
It down on the counter, said, 'Boy, if you can read that book 
you shall have it for nothing.' He took it up eagerly, read a 
passage to the astonishment of those in the shop, and marched 
out with his gift, so worthily won, in triumph. By the after¬
noon, he was back at duty on the hiUs of Abernethy, studying 
his New Testament the while, in the midst of his flock. 

This same Testament has been handed down in the family 
and IS today in the possession of the fifth John Brown in Imeal 
descent-the son of the beloved physician. It is a small, rather 
thick volume, bound in leather, bearing marks of constant use 
It IS still in good preservation, but wanting a part of the Gospel 
at Matthew. The name John Brown is written on the fly-leaf 
obviously the writing of a youth, and resembling his hand-
wmmg in later years. At the end is the autograph of his son 
Thomas, afterwards Rev. Dr. Thomas Brown of Dalkeith, 
written when a young man at the University. 

[34] [35] 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


C H A P T E R 4 

Unjust Suspicions 

It is manifest that by this time John Brown had fixed on the 
mmistry of the Church as the goal of his ambitions. The way 
was beset with difficulties, but, to one of his mettle, difficulties 
only existed to be mastered. The passion for leaming bumed 
in his soul. Latin had been won, Greek was yieldmg, and 
Hebrew was being added to his conquests, the door of it being 
opened with the key that undid the bolt on Greek. He did not 
parade his leaming; he did not boast of how he had triumphed 
over the obstacles that sealed the language of Plato and of 
Paul for the few. But when questioned about what he had so 
sedulously acquired, he retumed a straight answer, as he 
naively says, he 'did not know the danger of saying the truth.' 
He had not studied Bacon's essay on Simulation and Dis¬
simulation, or even its first sentence, 'Dissimulation is but 
a famt kmd of pohcy or wisdom, for it asketh a strong wit and 
a strong heart to know when to tell truth and to do it.' There 
was no simulation or dissimulation in Brown's nature, and his 
shrinking modesty made him pay a heavy penalty. 

His marvellous acquaintance with Greek, in his ckcum-
stances, simply staggered a few young men m Abemethy who 
were studymg for the ministry. The priggishness of youth, 
strugghng with Professors' help to acquire the language, 
whetted their jealousy of this unkempt, untaught herd-boy, 
daring to sip 'the nectar of the gods.' In conversation with 
WilUam Moncrieff, son of the minister of Abernethy, WilUam 
ventured to say, 'I'm sure the deil has taught you some words.' 
Brown laughed at the jest. But it tumed out to be no jest; it 
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was seriously meant. It is scarcely credible today; but the foul 
suspicion of using the black art was fastened upon him, and 
in that superstitious age was beUeved in, and persisted in; and 
five ugly years elapsed ere the stigma that was bhghting all the 

. youth's prospects was removed. 
In contmuation of his autobiographical fragment. Brown 

refers to this unhappy time : 

'1 had not Uved much above a year after, amidst many 
deUghtful breathings of God's Spkit, mtermingled with fears, 
temptations, and prevalencies of mward folhes and corrup¬
tions together, when I was exercised with a new and sharp 
trial, especiaUy on account of the piety and influence of some 
that promoted it. 

'By means of my anxious pursuit of leammg, as I could get 
any opportunity, I had, by the Lord's assistance, acquked some 
knowledge of the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages, and 
was begmning to fix my purpose to use it in the service of 
Christ, if He should open a regular door. My leammg of these 
languages witiiout a master, except for one month, occasioned 
some talk of me, and some smaU connection between some 
Secedmg students and me, some of which proved my stedfast 
friends, while others took a very different course. Havmg no 
knowledge of poUte manners, bemg never more than a bashful 
herd-boy, I did not know the danger of saying the ti-uth. 
Accordingly I was simply drawn into imparting to an intimate 
friend a hint, which was thought not so honourable to one of 
the students, though I meant nothmg but a shnple declaration 
of truth, m answer to the question put to me by my friend. 

'This was represented by the student as false. My words 
were misrepresented, as if they had borne that I was as, if not 
more, leamed tiian he; and, to crown my afflictions, it was 
represented by hhn and his defenders that I certamly had got 
my leaming from Satan. 

'As scarcely any person had ever appeared noted for the 
knowledge of languages, but such as had learned at least some 
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of them by their own mere industry, it manifested either strong 
prejudice or great ignorance of what had passed m the leamed 
world, to put this construction upon what my hard labour, by 
the blessing of God, had acquired to me. It was, however, 
thought necessary by the managers of it to hunt me down < 
with this malevolent reproach. Nor did they spare to invent or 
hand about many mere fictions of their own, m order to make 
it gain credit.' 

In this respect young Brown experienced, though not so 
severely, a shnilar fate to that which befell Roger Bacon, who, 
in the thhrteenth century, for his intellecmal daring and seien-
tifie discoveries-'certain suspected novelties,' they were called 
-was accused of being aided by magic and 'commumon of 
devils ' and suffered in consequence fourteen years' imprison¬
ment But a worse fate than hnprisonment, even cruel torture 
and death, were meted out in the later centuries to those eon-
demned for witchcraft. In 1740, Scotland was only emerging 
from the tyranny of this devihsh spite against the efforts ot 
some of her stronger spirits. In all countries the black art 
exerted its hateful spell. From the fourteenth to the seventeenth 
century it was specially active, and numbered its victims by 
tens of thousands. The Reformation made no change in its 
dismal rule, which indeed was never so virulent as in the 
seventeenth century. Cathohc and Protestant tiieologians be-
heved m tiie possibihty and reahty of compact witii the devil 
as firmly as they beheved in the dogma of the personahty ot 
the devil hhnself. Both aUke vigorously defended tiie prosecu¬
tions of those so falsely and wickedly accused. A physician of 
Germany, Johann Wier (1516-88), was one of the first to write 
m protest agamst the folly and cruelty of the witchcraft trials, 
asserting with withering sarcasm m the course of his argument 
that m tiie hierarchy of hell there were 'seventy-two princes 
and seven milhon four hundred and five tiiousand nme hundred 
and twenty-six devUs, errors excepted,' a number so precise 
tiiat his opponents concluded that it could only have been 

138] 

communicated to him by Satan himself. But the firm protests 
of the few were angrily resented by the multitudes, led by the 
clergy, who found Bibhcal sanction for the extermmation of 
the evil. The gradual dawning of a more humane feeling, with 
the advance of the centuries, and the spread of the principles 
of toleration, stirred by a revolt against its excessive cruehies, 
led to the behef in witchcraft being routed from its fastnesses, 
so long defended by ignorance, superstition, and malignity. 
But it died hard, even after Parhament had decreed that 
punishment for it must cease. In his Journal, John Wesley 
makes more than one allusion to it, uttering his strong protest 
against tiie growing tendency to toleration, and defending the 
old behef, by a number of what he calls 'well-attested facts.' 
Writmg on May 25th, 1768, neariy thirty years after Brown 
suffered, he says : 

'It is true that the English in general, and indeed most of the 
men of leaming in Europe, have given up all accounts of 
witches and apparitions, as mere old wives' fables. I am sorry 
for it; and I wiUingly take this opportunity of entering my 
solemn protest against this violent compliment which so many 
that beheve the Bible pay to those who do not beheve it. I 
owe them no such service. I take knowledge these are at the 
bottom of the outcry which has been raised, and with such 
msolence spread throughout the nation, in dkect opposition 
not only to the Bible, but to the suffrage of the wisest and 
best of men in all ages and nations. They well know (whether 
Christians know it or not) that the giving up witchcraft is, in 
effect, giving up the Bible.' 

In Scotiand, tiie trials for witchcraft were, as in other ooun-
tries, a travesty of justice. The accused were hounded down 
witii the merest pretence of a trial. The clergy in Scotiand were 
blamed for the rigour with which the prosecutions were carried 
out. In Sharpe's History of Witchcraft in Scotland, there are 
many ghastiy details of tiie tragedies of this fateful art. It was 
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only in 1736. two years or so before the allegation was made 
against yomig Brown, that the statutes imposmg a death 
penalty were repealed. In 1697. in Paisley, seven persons 
suffered for bewitching a girl of eleven. Christian Shaw, of 
Bargorran. At Pittenweem m 1704. and Kmross in 1718, 
neither of them far from Abernethy. the scaffold claimed a 
victim. The last execution m Scotland was at Dornoch m 1722. 
where a poor old woman perished for having ridden her own 
daughter, accordmg to the allegation, transformed into a pony, 
and shod by the devil, which made the gkl lame for ever after 
in hands and feet, as weU as her son after her. In 1730, one of 
the Professors of Law m Glasgow University, Professor Wil-
ham Forbes, proclahned his firm beUef in witchcraft in his 
Institutes of the Law of Scotland. He defined it as tiiat 'black 
Art whereby stiange and wonderful things are wrought by a 
power derived from the devil. Nothing seems plainer to me 
than that there may be and have been witches, and that 
perhaps such are now actually existing.' 

What made the accusation the more serious for young 
Brown was, that when the statutes against witchcraft were 
repealed, many of the clergy in Scotland protested, and none 
more emphatically than those who had seceded from the 
Church of Scotland, and it was to the Church of the secession 
that Brown adhered. In 1743, m a confession of national and 
personal sins, they deplored 'the penal statutes against witches 
havmg been repealed by Parhament, contrary to the express 
law of God; for which a holy God may be provoked in a way 
of righteous judgment to leave those who are akeady ensnared 
to be hardened more and more; and to permit Satan to tempt 
and seduce others to that same dangerous and wicked snare.' 

Brown felt keenly the cruel suspicion tiiat was fastened upon 
him. The very retirement he sought on tiie upland solitudes 
for higher communion was twisted agamst hhn; and tiiis per¬
version of his conduct was a double sting. He was charged, in 
the whirl of words, with compact with the devil, also with 
falsehood and hypocrisy. For he was now a member of the 
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Church of Abernethy. The Session.^ who exercised oversight 
over the conduct of the members, naturally took cognisance of 
the fama raised against him. yet apparently not greatly daring 
to serve upon him a formal accusation. Some of its members 
still lingered in the dark supersitions of tiie past, others were 
casting them off, but not so resolutely as to stand out com¬
pletely from under their shadow. Unhappily, Alexander Mon-
cneff, with all his perspicuity and force of character, in this 
matter leaned to the traditions of the centuries, and agreed 
with John Wesley in his protest that the giving up of witch¬
craft was, m effect, giving up the Bible. Unhappily for Brown, 
he evidently beheved in the absurd accusation. Though at 
first he encouraged him in his studies, it would seem tiiat when 
he saw that he was bent upon the ministi-y of the Church, he 
scouted the idea of tiiis school-less youtii making such preten¬
sions. In spite of Brown's repeated attempts to get his character 
cleared by the Session, Moncrieff allowed the charge to hang 
round his neck. At last the disappointed youtii resolved to 
shake the dust of Abernethy off his feet. But his heart clung 
to tiie faith of his fathers, whose spiritual tieasures he had 
begun to reahze for hhnself. The fellowship of Christian men 
and women, he wished, wherever he went, to cultivate; and 
the principal passport to their circle was a clean certificate of 
church membership; for then, as now, evil galloped its hundred 
leagues while trutii was pulhng on its boots. 

The Rev. Alexander Moncrieff (1695-1761). Brown's 
mmister. was a man scholarly, devout, and supremely zealous 
for the trutii. He was a minister highly esteemed in many 
respects, deeply mterested m the young of his flock, and greatly 
given to prayer; sometimes in the middle of his preachmg he 
would pause, with face uphfted and hps moving, which led an 
old woman to say: 'See! Culfargie, he's awa' to heaven, and 
left us a' sittmg here.' But withal he had a stirong and stubborn 
temper that made him obdurate and unbendmg at times. He 
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was descended from those who had passed for their faith 
through fire and blood. His grandfather, the Rev. Alexander 
Moncrieff, of Scoonie, Fifeshire, stood beside James Guthrie 
of Stirling in the fierce persecution under Charles Π. The one 
was taken, hanged at the scaffold; the other left, but con¬
demned never to preach again. He was. however, of apostohc 
mould, and knew whom to obey. Ere his death in 1688, m 
many a highland glen, and in busier haunts, he proclaimed his 
Master. His son, the father of the minister of Abernethy, died 
when the youth was fifteen years of age. At Perth Academy 
and St. Andrews University young Moncrieff prosecuted his 
studies, and then, to perfect himself in theology, went to the 
University of Leyden in Holland, in those days, by the teach¬
ing of John à Mark and Wesselius, an acknowledged centre of 
leaming in Europe. In 1720, he was caUed to his native parish, 
and ordained as minister of Abernethy. He was also proprietor 
of the estate of Culfargie in the near neighbourhood. He sided 
with the 'Marrow Men' in their attitude in the Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland in 1722; joined Ebenezer Erskine in his 
defence of the Church's rights in 1732 at Perth, and became 
one of the Secession 'Four.' When they were deposed and 
necessity was laid upon them to organize a Church, he became 
in 1742, the professor of divinity. In the burgess-oath con¬
troversy he upheld strenuously its disallowance, and separated 
from his brethren. He died in 1761, leaving two sons in the 
ministry, Matthew as his successor in Abemethy, and William 
in Alloa. 

In order to obtain a certificate of his church membership. 
Brown wrote a long letter to Moncrieff, of extreme interest, in 
which he defended himself against the base calumny, explained 
how he acquired his knowledge of languages, and expressed 
his readiness to account for every step of his conduct before 
the ecclesiastical court. The letter is somewhat diffuse, jerky, 
and disjomted, and studded with uncouth phrases of common 
pariance. It has to be remembered that it was written by a 
youth, practically self-educated, who had devoted more time 
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and strengtii to tiie study of ancient languages than to a mastery 
of his own. It bears tiie date, August 6th, 1745. 

To the Rev. Alexander Moncrieff, Abernethy 

' R E V . SIR,—Although God has justly punisht me very sore for 
my exceeding great unbehef, pride, perjury, etc., by specially 
carrymg as an enemy hhnself, yet at tiie same time he has let 
loose men and devils against me, as instruments m pleadmg his 
just quarrel. But among aU otiier things the misunderstanding 
that is betwixt you and me is not the least part of the trial• 
therefore I humbly wish you would give me leave to mfomi 
you of the falsity of some stories which causes this misunder¬
standing; and also to tell you wherein you have wronged me 
in some thmgs, as also wherein I have wronged you. The 
story runs thus : 

'Somebody having (as I hear in a private unsubscribed 
letter) exceedingly defamed me-December 7th, I think When 
I spoke to you, December 16th, the conversation was to tiiis 
purpose - You : "Got ye a book from Roby Millar^ " I · "Yes 
Quintus Curtius." You : "What was he doing when ye took h 
home?" I : "Bigging his father's wain." You : "Did you say to 
him that you could read it all?" I : "No, I said, when he said 
Can you read it all?' 'Nay. for there are many sentences' 
1 cannot constmct, and I mmd of four or five words tiiat I ken 
not the Enghsh of at a l l . ' " Y o u : "Did you speir [ask] these 
words at hmi?" I : "J tell'd [told] hhn tiiem over tiiat he might 
tell me tiieh• Enghsh." You : "Did he do it syne [at tiiat time]^ " 

n^r' ί^'" י^' '"^ P^^y and mom-
mg? I : "Yes." You : "When began ye to do so? " I : "About 
seven or eight years smce." You : "What put you first to i t^" 
1 : My father, when I was a httie chield. gar'd [made] me do 
It. but I often shghted it." Y o u : "But did you never neglect 
tiiese seven or eight years?" I : "Not tiiat I mmd of but for 
the most part I did it at tiie fold when I let out and put in my 
sheep." These answers conceramg tiiis last you look on as 
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both proud and false; and m order to discover its fallacy. John 
Ogilvie was brought, who. when asked anent it. said, "I cannot 
say I found him a person under the exercise of grace." But as it 
was impossible for hhn to know perfectly anent whether I did 
it or no. so his answer neither asserts nor contradicts; and. as 
for the pride of it. as I do not trust that ever I did an action 
all my days without pride at the highest rate before God. so 
reaUy I do not see wherein my pride in the sight of men 
appears, seemg I know not of either its falsehood or its un-
necessity at that time in order to vindicate myself; but. if you 
will, you shall hear the sum of the whole story. My father, 
having forced me to pray alone, when I was Uttie. I, as oft as 
occasion served, neglected it. for which I had some disquiet of 
mind by Psahn 9. 17, and by Vincent On Judgment, and 
AUeine's Alarm. So, after a formal sUght usmg of AUeine's 
dkections I dedicated myself to the Lord in solemn vow, as 
AUeine dkects (summer 1735 or 1736, viz. the last, or last 
except one, I was with John Ogilvie, for I went from him 
Nov. 1736); particularly I vowed to pray six times when I was 
herding, and thrice when I was not herding, in the day. So I 
contmued to do this; and, if I was deficient the one day, I made 
amends the next. . . . If I feU mto any known sm I prayed for 
forgiveness, and so was weU; aU movings of the affections I 
took for special enjoyings of God, and now thought myself sure 
of heaven, if I was not a hypocrite; to avoid which deceit I kept 
the whole of my rehgion as hid as I could, especiaUy prayer, 
and to tiiat end prayed ahnost ay in the field, where, if I was 
not pretty sure nobody was near, I was exceeding low of voice, 
and, lest my head being bare might discover it, I cast my 
blanket over it, or else laid an open book before me so that they 
might think I was readmg; and so made myself, in my conceit, 
as sure of heaven as possible. In this way of domg I continued 
from tiiat time tiU June 1740, or else 1741, at least, if not till 
now; stiU putting my fashion rehgion m Christ's room, setting 
up my formal prayers, etc.. for my Saviour, yea for my God. 

'Anent the other story it happened thus-December 18th. 
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1742-when I was before the elders. You said : "You said you 
speked [asked] these four or five words at Roby Mil lar?" 
Said I : "I only teU'd hhn them that he might teU me their 
English." You : "But Henry Femey says you said to them you 
speked them." I : "I don't think it. but if I said speired. it was a 
snaper [harmless misdemeanour]." You : "That was a feU way 
of snapering [a pretty considerable misdemeanour]." I : "It 
was much about one meanmg. for I teU'd him them m a speir¬
ing way." Y o u : "You use feU equivocating." I : "Henry 
Ferney said. 'I ' l l teU you just the way. as far as I mind, he said, 
he let Roby Millar see these words.' " You : "Roby, did he 
speir these words at you?" R. said, "No." I said, "I am not 
saymg speired; Roby, did I not tell you over these words?" 
R. : "You told me no such words." I : "WeU, Roby, I appeal 
to your brother and to your conscience to the contiary." R. : 
"If so, I did not hear you." I : "I do not ken whether you heard 
me or no; but am sure I told you them." 

"You alleged that it was pride to say I knew all Curtius but 
five words, or to say Roby Millar did not teU me their English, 
and that it was as much as to say Roby knew them not. 
To answer which I shaU narrate the whole story, and it mns 
thus : I said : "Roby, have there your book." Roby said. "Have 
you got a story out of Quintus Curtius?" I : "Yes." R. : "Can 
you read it aU?" I : "No. for there are many sentences which 
I could not construct, and I mind of four or five words I know 
not thek Enghsh at aU." I mmd not whether he speired what 
they were or no. but however I repeated them-Cmdus, Anna. 
Maxae. Diae, and Cate; at which time I affirm there was no 
natural impediment of his hearing. However, he told me not 
thek Enghsh. Now I using whiles to read over a story of it to 
John and Henry Femey, they missing this, said, "Where is your 
book?" I : "Home." They: "Could you read k all?" I : "No, 
for besides places which I cannot lay together, I mind four or 
five words which I know not the meaning of at aU." They: 
"You should have speired them at him." I : "So I did, or so I 
did tell him tiiem." They: "Did he teU you their Enghsh?" 
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I : "No." They : "It may be that he could not." I : "I know not 
whether he could or not, but he did not." 

'At this meeting also you said to me : "Did you say, '1 can 
read aU Ovid but five words'?" I : "No." Y o u : "Alexander 
Blyth, said he it not to you?" Alexander said, "I cannot be 
positive, but I think he said so." I : "I said never such a word." 
He answered not a word. You said to me : "Said ye ever that 
for as good a master Mr. Caml [Campbell] is, some of his 
scholars are not very good?" I : "No." Y o u : "Henry Ferney, 
heard ye ever such a tale about the hiUs?" Henry: "No." On 
the whole you concluded me to be proud with a witness, and 
said you thought it not fit such a proud chield should be a 
student. 

'Some days after I desired conference to inform you more 
fully of these stories. You refused. May 1743, I think. Not¬
withstanding you knew of all this, you admitted to me to 
accede [obtain] an attestation from Andrew Femey; but June 
in the beginning, I commg to speak with you before Stkling 
Communion, said you: " I ' l l have nothing to do with you, 
because you dissembled to me." I : "I dissembled not to you." 
You : "Did not the lad say so?" I : "Did I not say contrary?" 
You : "Well, I shaU consider it the first week-day's session; 
and so you may wait on." You : "You said to Alex. Blyth you 
knew all Ovid but five words." I : "Alex. Blyth would not say 
so, and I'm sure I did it not." You : "John Macarsy heard 
you say so." I : "Let John Macarsy come, I ' ll widd [wager] he 
shall not say it before my face." He was not brought. You : 
^'What was you doing when you was up in some hiU?" Γ. 
"What hiU? " You : "I ken not, some hiU." 1 : "The way of that 
story is that I was in the Castel [Castle] Law four nights on 
end, when I was with John Ogilvie, doing nobody knew what; 
but ' l said it is a he, for I never was in the Castel Law one 
night. I indeed watched my sheep some nights at the foot 
thereof, seeing it was my duty." 

'So the first week-day's session was June 28th, which day 
I in some measure attended on the Session, but was never 

called in. That day I took occasion of some conferences, as 1st, 
with Mr. Millar. I said : "As I would end the matter as peace¬
ably as possible, so I offer if you'll go to the session and say, 
// may be I told you those words, to seek no more." R . : 
"There is no matter betwixt you and me; all the matter is 
betwixt you and H . Femey." I : "You said, I told you not these 
words." R . : "I said not you did not teU me them, for you 
might tell me them and me not hear you, etc." 2nd, with Mr . 
Macarsy. I : "The minister says you heard me say to Mr. Blyth, 
I knew all Ovid but five words, and you know you never heard 
me speak anythmg to Mr. Blyth bees [such as] that." Mc. : "I 
heard you never say it to Mr. Blyth." I : "Well, will you but 
teU Mr. Moncrieff you did not hear me say so?" M c : " I ' l l 
bear no such message to the minister." I said : "I hear there 
was an unsubscribed letter sent to the minister saymg a deal 
of i l l of me. Was it you who sent it, or know ye ought about 
it?" Mc. : "I know nothing about it; and for my part, as much 
as I have been blamed, I never said ought to your disadvan¬
tage." I : "I hear you would not let my letters be seen, but 
destroyed them." Mc. : "I did it out of love to you, for had 
they been seen they would have done you more iU than aU 
that yet has appeared, for they were clatters [idle tahc], and 
founded on clatters." I : "I doubt if the two last would have 
done me any i l l , but, as for the first, I own there were some 
things wrong in it." Mc. : "They were full of wrath and mahce, 
and also in a letter to Mr. Archibald, you endeavoured to make 
us aU black." I : "There I said no more of you than that-
'Equidem audivi Joan Macartium in Strathmiglo me esse 
diabohce doctum dixisse.'"^ M c : "I do not mind of ever 
speaking of your name in Strathmiglo. As for your learning, 
I'm m a strait about it, as weU as far better learned men are." 
I : "You told me the contrary at Culfargie's [viz. that he spake 
of me to John Lumsden and Andrew Femey]; but that is but 
a mistake of the memory, which is faible." I answer if he had 

' '1 have personally heard that John Macarsy in Strathmiglo has stated 
that I have got my leaming by the help of the devil.' 
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been in any strait he was wiUingly m it, else he would have 
sought information. 

'Now as there are several stories anent my learning as that it 
is unprecedented-from the devU-that I leamed in hills and 
dens, without a grammar, and master, etc., I shaU endeavour 
to satisfy you on this matter. Now I think it is not from the 
deil on these accounts: because, 1st, I am, as I solemnly 
appeal to the God of heaven as witness, m no compact with 
him, nor did he ever speak to me viva voce, nor yet leamed he 
me ought (as far as I know) by enthusiastick impulse, in which 
if I lie, may God avenge it. (1) I sought it from God by begin-
nmg my lessons of times with prayer, as God is witness. (2) 
Its reasonableness further appears in that I had an occasional 
master, Mr. Reid, from whom I got many lessons, and at him 
I speired aU the unknown words I minded. Now if a fixed 
master can learn, an occasional one may do it too, tho' more 
slowly, for majus et minus nan variant speciem} 2nd, It is 
well known that aU arts use to arise from men's reason by 
leammg. 3rd, Leamed men, as Locke on Education, and 
Clarke in his Introduction, teU us one may leam by mdustry; 
"nay," says Locke, "one's mother might teach him the Latin 
tongue," etc. As to grammar, it is the consent I suppose of aU 
men, it is not absolutely necessary, seeing it is only a super¬
structure founded on language. Now a foundation may weU 
exist without a superstructure, at least LiUy, Watt, and Clarke, 
and Locke, are of this opmion. As the great question is anent 
the Greek, which I leamed some of afore I got a Greek 
grammar, it runs thus : 

(Then foUows the portion already quoted as to how he 
acquired a knowledge of Greek with his Ovid and New Testa¬
ment.) 

'As to my letters the story runs thus : About November 10th, 
1741, I had some conversation with Messrs. W. and Mat. 
Moncriefs, and John Macarsy. They caused me to read some 

' 'Greater and less make no difference in the nature of a thing.' 
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hues of Terence and Greek Testament, then asked if I had a 
Greek grammar. I said "Not yet." W. said (I thought it had 
been m jest): "I'm sure the deil has told you some words." 
Mac. : "You begm at the top and build down to the bottom." 
Nothmg more remarkable was here said. About November 
29th, when I came to Mr. Blyth's school, without any provoca¬
tion, I got two counts from them, viz. Messrs. M . M . and A . B. 
At this time I got some hard language. They also gave a count, 
as I was informed, to Mr. Reid, I suppose in mockery, which 
much enraged me: as also I heard it commonly that Mac. and 
Mr. M . M . had and were endeavouring to spread it that it was 
not possible for me to learn so without diabohck mfluence. 
with which I, being enraged, sent with the pretended answer 
to their count these raiUng words: "Audivi vos dixisse me 
diabohce doctum. Sed qui scitis? Queisque signis probatur? 
Expertine estis diabolum bonum esse doctorem? Egone dia• 
bohcus? Vosne diaboU? Imo videtur ratio est. MimaUoneis 
vestra impli coraua bombis. Τω Ματθαιω Μονκρειφω και τοις 
λοιποις με διαβολιζονσι.' ^ 

'No more that I can know to be offensive is m it. With these 
I sent them a count. Some time after by means of Amos 3. 6, 
"Can there be evil," etc., I came m some way to see God's 
hand in the affliction, by means of which about June 15th. 
1742,1 sent them two letters, confessing the wrong I had done 
them, and beggmg forgiveness, intimatmg that I forgave them 
whatever they had done agamst me. These letters were, as I 
heard, sore misrepresented, but as God is my witoess that thus 
the matter ran, I desire to rest careless, seeing He is judge, as 
I told them. 

'But, to return. The consideration of my character bemg 
neglected, June 28th. I several tunes entreated you to do it, 

' '1 have heard that you stated that I was taught by the devil But how 
do you know? By what evidence is it proved? Have yorièarned bv 
experience that the devil is a good teacher? Am I a de^l9 X ySi 
devils? That indeed seems to be the rational account of the mSÎIr.^ts 

o^iiTx, L ^ ^^^^״״*־Sïd^e°A ״ - ״י^^״^^ ° י  י
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according to your promise. At length, m harvest. 1743. Provi¬
dence seemed (upon condition I brought a testificate [certifi¬
cate] mux me) to invite me to another place, but by the un¬
reasonable refusal of a testificate. I was stopt. Then, as for 
bleataess [becommg modesty]. I feared to complain viva voce 
to tiie session of this tiieir unjust tieatment. I sent two letters 
to them, which, excepting some circumstances. I just now 
[still] approve. They nothing prevailed, therefore I twice came 
personally to them and pleaded a cognisance [investigation] 
July 9th. 1744. You. in their name. I thmk. before them said: 
"John, if you will come to the next week-day session and 
msist we shall consider or think on methods for considering 
not okly the affair betwixt Mr. Millar and you. but your whole 
character." Said I : "But how shaU I know when the session 
sits^" Said you: "You' l l get word some way." But several 
week-day sessions after this were kept so close (why. I know 
not), that, in spite of my utmost enquiry. I could never know 
when they were till tiiey were past. 

'So being again disappointed here, I came again to you 
(thinkmg it was just much as if I had gone to the session, 
seeing at the session you may give the answer) m December 
1744 I desired you to cognise [mvestigate] my affair. Said 
you · "I am not to fash my head about it; but if you go out of 
the parish you shall get a testificate." Said I : "You did not 
give me one when I sought it." Said you : "You was not going 
out of the parish." Said I : "But I know I was (and I appeal 
to AU-seeing God, that I was firmly resolved to dwell out of 
this parish, as soon as I got a testificate, both now and then).' 
Said you : "John, you want to be a scholar, and I do not want 
that " I said · "That is not the present thing I want; I want to 
have my character as it should be." Said you : "I did not break 

your character." , ^ , ,A 
'Here I take occasion to answer: (1) That though I should 

seek to be a scholar, tiiat is no reason why I should be unjustly 
punished. (2) You say you do not want me to be a scholar. 
Why? Say you, "His reason for it is but fancy." I answer it 

[50] 

may be so; but thus it is : Considering of a particular caUing, 
it was borne m on my mind, that everybody should serve God 
in that calhng his faculty is best for, and, considering that my 
learning faculty was strongest, therefore I concluded it was my 
duty to serve God in some learning station. I rejected it because 
I thought I was not able to carry on learning; but tiiat word, 
"The Lord will provide," Gen. 22. 8, about the same time,' 
Isa. 43. 2, were borne in on my mind, so I yielded to essay it. 
Further, as far as I can discover, this impulse brings with it a 
sense of insufficiency and impels regularly, so that notwith¬
standing of irregular doors being opened, with invitations to 
enter in, yet hitherto the Lord has kept my feet from thus 
falhng, which I look on as a token from God. I add that often 
I've laid the matter before the Lord, but could receive nothing 
like a prohibition. (Indeed, in 1743, March, I tiiink, I was 
haunted with this : "The evil is of the Lord, why should I wait 
any longer." I observed that this impulse carried with it a 
deadening carelessness about religion, and so concluded it to 
be a diabolick impulse.) About the same time there was an 
impulse. 'Thy way to God commit. Him trust, it bring to pass 
shall He." etc. This I took as savouring more of the Holy 
Spirit. This is it wherein I fancied my call to be a scholar lay. 
So if you would indeed convince me that it is all fancy I 
should be glad, and should no more seek to be a scholar. (3) 
Your other reason why you want me not to be a scholar is 
my want of means. To this I answer, if the Lord ever shaU open 
a door for my entrance to be a scholar. I hope to be in no way 
burdensome to the Presbytery or you either. But. to return. 
June 1st, I went away out of this parish (leaving commission 
to John Laurie to get me a testificate) and travelled in East 
Lothian some time, accounting it my residence (for I have none 
but a nominal residence here), but took no house till I was 
quite away. So commg back for my testificate, I caused M i . 
Marshall write a common one, and came and bade you, by 
Janet Din, sign it. You refused. I by her bade you put what 
you would to it, and then sign it. You said : "I have nothing 
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ado with it." Here appears a right cruel procedure, for : First, J 
your promise of a testificate was that which moved me to seek 
one. Second, This, in my view, was equal to the greater ex¬
communication materially, for it hnphes a total casting me out 
of your care, and so you would have nothing to do with my 
testificate. Thus you have punished me these two years on \ 
suspicion with a material excommunication, the evil of which I 
showed in my letters, March 1744, and January, I thmk, 1744, 
or December 1743.1 add, thirdly, thereby I am exposed to the 
fury of men and devils; as (1), to soldiers taking me, as being 
under mala fama; (2), to adherents tempting to apostasy, of 
which tempting they make tiiis, your unjust treatment, thek i 
occasion; (3), to devils and mme own lusts tempting me to j 
vent anger at you, etc., to desert tiie cause, because of the bad 
usage I met witii in it. Under which trouble, as I have acted 
most smfuUy by trespassing more and more against the Lord, 
so I have been guilty of hatred at you, which I have especially 
discovered in not using due pains to restrain you in this course 
of mjustice, and also in telhng this your treating of me, un¬
warily, where I should not; for which as I wish for forgiveness 
of God, so I wish you'll forgive me it, humbly intimating that ; 
tiirough tiie grace that is m Jesus, I desire to forgive you and ί 
all men, whatever tiiey have done or said against me, as I ; 
would desire to be forgiven of God. So I eamestiy beg and \ 
intreat you would from this time forth do me justice by ־ 
bringmg my character to trial, and if you find me tiien guilty | 
of scandal, punish me witii some formal censure, which tiimg | 
I resolve to seek from the session as soon as possible. 

' A l l this letter I write m presence of Ahnighty God, who 
punishes liars. Rev. 21. 8; 22. 16, and leave it to tiie manage- ; 
ment of Providence, desking you to use it as the Lord shall | 
direct you. So farewell. August 6ti1, 1745. 

Your weak lover, J 
CARPOW. JOHN BROWN. 

'N.B.-Sometimes the sense (not the exact words, is only 
kept. J. B. ' 
[52] 

The letter, quaint, rugged, stilted as it is, so different from 
the flowing style he was yet to acquke, is a witness to the 
seriousness of the charge, though the charge seems to us today 
to savour of the ridiculous and the grotesque. His irreproach• 
able character, his manifest purity of motive and of hfe, alone 
warded off the slander and its dke possible consequences. 
Time brought its test; and in the end truth and sincerity pre¬
vailed. But Moncrieff was adamant to the last. Another year of 
disquiet had to be endured. Then on June 16ti1,1746, the clean 
certificate of full membership in the Church was granted by 
the unanimous vote of the elders and deacons of Abemetiiy, 
Moncrieff dissenting, and refusing to sign it.^ Thus, after five 
years of persecution, his character was cleared. But the lash 
of the slander left its mark on tiie young spirit. The freeness 
and ease of tahc with men m regard to his scholarship or hterary 
aims, was gone. There was a certain reserve about hhn hence¬
forth, as of a man who had to be on his guard, and a reticency 
to speak of the days of his youth. It is not without interest to 
recaU what he hhnself said about witchcraft in his Dictionary 
of the Bible, which enjoyed such a wide repute in its day : 

'WITCH is a woman and WIZARD is a man that has dealing 
with Satan, k not actuaUy entered mto formal compact with 
him. That such persons are among men is abundantiy plain 
from Scripture, and that tiiey ought to be put to death (Deut. 
18. 10; Exod. 22. 18). It is plam, however, that great caution 
is necessary m the detection of the guilty, and m punishing 
them, lest the innocent suffer, as many instances in New 
England, and other places, show. Nor can I beheve that 
people's standing in awe of persons, as suspected for this in¬
fernal power is anything else than an mdirect worshippmg of 

'The minute of the court runs as follows: 'John Brown, having de¬
sired a testificate to be given him, the Elders and Deacons agreed 
nemine contradicente that the testificate should be given him, and the 
mimster sigmfied that he would not stand in the way of its being given 
him seeing it was carried in the session, but that he could not sign it, 
but left It as a deed of the session to be signed by the session clerk.' 
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Satan. Witchcraft comprehends aU kinds of influence produced 
by collusion with Satan, and excludes the user from the king¬
dom of God (Gal. 5. 20).' 

The falseness of the charge against himself did not deliver 
him from the trammels of the long-standing tradition. In his 
History of the Church of Scotland, referring to Archbishop 
Sharp and his dehnquencies, he says: 'There is not a httle 
ground to beheve that he had entered into a solemn compact 
with the devil, in order to preserve his life, and to carry on his 
designs.' 

Hard is it for the human mind to divest itself wholly of the 
ghasüy cerements that have clung to it from the days of youth, • 
and been so universally worn. Perhaps in regard to himself. 
Brown concluded that, seeing it was the New Testament that ן 
drew him into the net of the inquisition, there was prima facie 
reason for the senselessness of the imputation upon him; for, : 
as his great-grandson sagely observed, 'That shrewd person- ־ 
age, tiie devil, would not have employed hhn on the New ן 
Testament.' 

[54] 

C H A P T E R 5 

The Pedlar 

The Wanderjahr^ of many men at one time was regarded as 
an essential part of their education. It carried them into strange 
lands, and among people of stiange tongues, which tiiey were 
expected to acquke. It opened the mind to new aspects of life, 
and was considered a hberaUzing agent in the mental de¬
velopment of the privileged youth, as no doubt it was. John 
Brown had his wanderjahr; but it was of a different order 
from that commonly enjoyed. To begin with, it was, in a 
measure, forced upon him. It only included the counties of 
Kinross, Fife, and East Lothian, with occasional adventures, 
or sacramental pilgrknages, to neighbouring counties. Busmess 
was conjoined with education. The one year stietched mto five 
years, with two exciting episodes between, one connected with 
the State, and the other with the Church. 

Abemethy, which had proved an unkind mother, he had 
determined to quit, as soon as his character was cleared by his 
Church. Meantime he assumed the role of pedlar, shouldered 
a pack, and set off into the neighbouring county of Kinross, 
crossing at times the Firth of Fortii to the Lothians, and 
offering his goods to selected customers. 

A characteristic feature in Scottish life in that troubled 
period of Church history was the formation of 'praying 
societies.' In many places the lamp of religion burned low. 
The services in the churches were cold and dead. But in nearly 
every town and hamlet there were fervent hearts that hungered 
for fellowship. Littie societies sprang up, that met once a week 

' Year of travel. 

[55] 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


and kept the flame of the evangel bright and glowmg. These 
societies were the saviours of evangehcal truth m Scotland. 
John Brown sought them out m his wanderings and enrolled 
himself in then: ranks. Their members, the sincere and devout 
of the time, scouted the calumny raised agamst hhn. and 
among them he found repose of soul. In later years, he ex- ! 
pressed his gratitude by drawing up for their guidance a senes 
of rules, which, by reason of their sagacity, breadth, and ־ 
Christian spirit, proved of great service. 

To the members of such societies mainly he carried his j 
wares. Fashions changed slowly in the reigns of the first two ־ 
Georges; but there was still a necessity for the household to ן 
renew its supphes. David Livingstone found, on his first visit to | 
Cape Town, in 1852. after a number of years in the heart of 
South Africa, that his clothes were ten years out of date.^ A [ 
hundred years earher, ten years would have made no difference | 
- he would have been still in the fashion. People in most cases ן 
made their own clothes, and tiie newest London modes were 
long m reaching them. Even the tailors who appeared occasion¬
ally at houses that preferred their services, and who were paid 
at tiie rate of 2d. or 3d. per day with food, beUeved tiioroughly 
tiiat the old ways were best. The shops, httle earth-floored, 
dark, thatched houses, were poorly supphed through lack of 
capital and customers; and packmen carried round a varied 
if hmited assortinent of wares in their wallets, and waited upon 
cottage and mansion. In houses of the rich and poor, weaving 
went on, and ti-avelhng weavers made periodical visits and ex¬
changed a temptmg web for tiie home-spun product. 

In this business John Brown spent five years of his hfe. But 
it did not prove a very profitable concern. His wares got sadly 
mixed up; a piece of ribbon would draw out needles and pms, 
thread, handkerchiefs, and lace, with the whole contents m 
mextricable confusion. To a few sympathetic and thoughtful 
housewives on his rounds, he was indebted for putting his 

» W. G. Blaikie, The Personal Life of David Livingstone, first edition, 
p. 127. 
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wares in order, and making an attiactive display. With him 
the passion for busmess was outrivalled by the passion for 
books. Wherever on the shelves of any household he discovered 
a few volumes, the pack was quickly forgotten, and he de¬
voured the hterature that was spread before him. The day 
would speed its course and night would often find him far 
from his lodging. 

The great Church festival, observed at different thnes in 
different places, provided a change in the wanderings. Days 
were given up to the Communion seasons. To Dunfermline, 
Burntisland, Falkirk, Stirhng, Glasgow, he walked and en¬
joyed 'ravishing' and refreshing times. 

A n interesting sketch of him at this period is presented by 
the acquaintance of his early days in the document akeady 
referred to : 

'Some time after this Mr . Brown turned his attention to 
merchandise, and became a travelhng merchant. His journeys 
were confined mostly to the mland parts of Fife and Kinross 
shkes. In this hne he did not much succeed; it was only 
famihes he called at who were reported to him as rehgious 
and given to readmg, and, upon finding any inteWgent person 
to converse with, or new book to consult, his merchandise 
was no more minded. Half days and more were spent thus, 
and when evening approached he had sometimes miles to 
travel to his lodgings, as he had what we call in this country 
only feft places he chose to lodge at. One of these, in this 
neighbourhood, was David Young's, m Balgedie. There, that 
sensible man told me, Mr . Brown would have stayed two or 
three days, and gathered in all tiie books he could get his hands 
on, about the town, which he could scarce be withdrawn from 
to take his meat. Mr. Young was acquaint witiii hhn from his 
infancy, and used great freedom with him, and often repre¬
sented to him the propriety of attending to his merchandise, 
and not to spend his tkne in what at tiiat time he thought did 
not so much concern hkn. But his remonsti־ances were all in 
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vain for said Mr. Young, he was fit for nothing else but tor 
^Sgasholar;andwhenhewasbutachild,hismotherseer^^^^^ 
^ a v e some persuasion, or at least fondness, that he shou d. 
She would have said, "O, when will I see the -aws^A^^^^^ 
ower my bairn's kirk?" But on his return to Mr. Ireland s of 
Urquhart, or to Mr. Robert Low's in RoundU, from his ttading 
excursions, for these were his headquarters and his home^ his 
stock of goods stood in much nee4 of a proper arrangement 
wSch he'was very well pleased to see accomplished by some of 
the family. His articles were often so displaced that upon 
laying hold of the end of a ribbon or garter two or üiree buckles 
w Ä g h t up, and these clasped some hanks of thread, and 
so on. About this thne he was dressed in a whitish coat, which 
with carrying his pack, was worn out on both shoulders, and 
mended with cloth darker than the coat.' 

The writer proceeds to give a description of a journey to 
StMng to attend a sacramental feast. The Rev^ Ebenezer 
IrsLne, pronounced by Dr. John Watson^ 
Presen J v e type of sound ^P-^ual character -
century' though he had separated himself from the State 
S had elicited the sympathy of - ״ y t^oug^^^^^^^^ 
land, by the stand he had taken m defence of the Church s 
rights and the Church's faith. It found ^ - P ^ f ^ ^ f 
r^dmess with which these sympathizers travelled long di -
tances to be present at the Commumon célébrations of his 
Lgregat ion. John Brown and his company journeyed from 

and even beyond, twenty-five miles and more down 
^ e va of tiie Devon, to the City of tiie Rock. Hospitably ŵ ^̂^ 
freely offered on such occasions. When they reached Sürhng 
S S I , with his rustic garb, was relegated to ^^e humbles 
place m tiie house where he was entertained, which he 
accepted uncomplammgly; but his worth was soon recogmzed 
 he was summoned to occupy the chief seat beside the ב
master of the house. 

' John Watson, The Scot of the Eighteenth Century, p. 284. 
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'At this period, he, in company with Mr. Ireland of 
Urquhart, and a number of people from this comer, went to 
Stirling to attend on the dispensation of the Lord's Supper by 
Mr. E . Erskine. Mr. Brown sometimes joined one company 
on the road, and sometimes another, but Mr. Ireland dis¬
cerned his friend, if before him, by the back of his coat. At 
Stirling they were lodged in some respectable house near the 
town, in whose hospitahty a considerable number of wor¬
shippers from various quarters also shared. Mr. Brown sat 
down in the kitchen in company with the servants and herds 
of the family. After supper the household and guests were 
called into a parlour for worship. The gentleman of the house 
requested Mr. Ireland to take the lead in divine service. He 
excused himself, as being at that time much fatigued with tiie 
long joumey; but, reaching the Bible to Mr . Brown, said, 
"Johnnie Brown, you'll do this service for me," to which Mr. 
Brown yielded, and went through the service to the satisfaction 
of the company. On the after-days of the solemnity he was no 
more left in the kitchen, but preferred to a seat at the head of 
the table, close by the master of the house, and every respect 
shown him to which these talents, which his rustic garb could 
not conceal, evidently entitied him.' 

Referring to this period, the 'Short Memoir' of his hfe gives 
a refreshing ghmpse of a man under the cloud of a mahcious 
calumny, who resolutely determined to steer the straight course 
in calm silence, till light should arise. With his own thoughts 
he communed as he carried his wallet to and fro; and the 
truth searched him the more keenly, especially in the gatherings 
at the sacred festival, because spiteful tongues had thmst this 
shame upon him. TTie retrospect of after-years revealed, how¬
ever, that it was a spiritual snow summit which he had been 
chmbing during this dismal period of obloquy and reproach. 

'While for several years this calumny was carried on and 
spread far and wide, I enjoyed remarkable mixtures of mercy 
with the affliction. In my very entry on it, that word, "His 
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loving-kindness the Lord wiU command in the daytime, ffis 
song shall be with me in tiie night, and my prayer to the God 
of my life," was pecuharly sweet to my soul. The members of 
the praying society to which I belonged all continued my 
steady friends. Not one that I knew of who knew me, as far as 
I discovered, appeared less, but rather more friendly to me 
than before, except such as were very nearly connected with 
the raisers or chief managers of the calumnious report. Nay, 
my acquaintance with the world being extended, many others 
upon my first acquaintance were remarkably sympathizmg 
and friendly. 

'Meanwhile the Lord, by powerful and pleasant impressions 
of His Word on my heart, particularly at sacramental occa¬
sions at Dunfermhne, Burntisland, Falkirk, and Glasgow, mar¬
vellously refreshed my soul, and made these years perhaps the 
most pleasant that ever I had, or will have, on earth. Dis¬
courses on these texts-Heb. 10. 37; Ezek. 37. 12; Psa. 91. 2; 
and a meditation on Psa. 5. 7, were particularly ravishing. To 
some of these sweet transactions I allude m my Journal of a 
Spring, Winter, and Sabbath Day. 

'Meanwhile I was led out to ponder my own heart and way, 
and made to see myself as bad before God as a devil, and 
much worse. This I took God to be calhng me by the reproach. 
These things made me not a httie content with my lot, and 
kept me from labouring to expose my reproachers, or even to 
defend myself, unless when I thought I had a plain call. And 
I then and ever since have found that the Lord most clearly 
dehvered me and vindicated me, when I made least carnal 
strugghng, but laboured to bear His indignation as quietly as 
I could. The sting I had found in my learning which I had so 
eagerly hunted after, tended to keep me humble under what I 
had attained, or afterwards attained. The reproach which I 
myself had met with, tended to render me less credulous of 
what I heard charged on others. On these and other accounts, 
I have smce looked on that sharp affliction as one of God's 
most kind providences to my soul.' 

[60] 

C H A P T E R 6 

The Soldier 

One day, in the autumn of the memorable year 1745, the 
pedlar was pursumg his occupation in the Howe of Fife, when 
a cloud of strangely apparelled figures appeared on the horizon. 
He shpped behind a cairn of stones, and watched them closely. 
Houses they entered, and farmyards they visited, and marched 
off witii bags of booty. They were the Highland soldiers of 
Prince Charles Stuart, foraging for themselves or the army, on 
its march southward for the capture of a kmgdom. It is said 
that 'durmg the long march from Pertii they had been kept 
under perfect discipline; such provision as had been required 
was bought with legal money, and the ffighland instinct for 
plunder was rigorously repressed.'^ Exactions were laid on 
towns and country districts where Charles could command 
authority-at least on the outgoing expedition. On the return 
from Derby, when the Pretender felt that fortune was desert-
mg him, and he rode sullenly at the rear of his army, disciphne 
was relaxed. Liberty was given to men to supply tiiemselves; 
and they fell on all convenient booty hke 'caterans returning 
from a creagh.'^ 

The presence of the Highland host created a panic among 
the people. They feared the worst; and money, valuables, and 
even clothes were hidden away. Business was at a standstiU; 
and the pedlars were the first to find that their wares were not 
wanted. 

^ Hume Brown, History of Scotland, vol. iii, p. 292. 
Scott The Tales of a Grandfather, ch. Ixxx. 'Cateran'= Highland 

cattle hfter; 'creagh'=plundering expedition. 
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John Brown was indifferent about the falhng off of trade-
it would give the more time for reading. But the sight of these 
marauders from the Highlands that had marched across the 
Grampians and down the Garry, and through the straths to 
Stirhng. showed that his country was in danger. He at once 
offered for its defence. He took his pack and buried it in a 
peat-stack on the farm of Cameron, about two and a half miles 
to the south-west of St. Andrews. He then enhsted m the Fife-
shire volunteer corps that was being raised in the county m 
defence of the Government. He was despatched to hold the 
fort at Blackness on the Forth, lying between South Queens-
ferry and Boness. as Charles was marching rapidly on Edin¬
burgh He did not share m tiie 'Canter of Coltbridge, as it has 
been cynically called, when an outpost of the King's dragoons, 
alarmed by a few pistol-shots from the Prince's approaching 
hosts, were seized with such panic that, doubhng back on the 
main body, they threw them into such trepidation that the 
whole regiment fled as fast as horse could carry them through 
the fields on which the new town of Edmburgh now stands 
and reined not bit nor bridle till they reached the village of 
Prestonpans. leaving Charles victorious, and Cope, the King s 
general, a public laughing-stock. But Brown was ready to go 
where the call sounded. . 

Such a spirit was characteristic of the men belongmg to the 
voung Seceding Church with which Brown had associated 
himself They entered heartily mto the defence of their country 
at this national crisis.^ Perplexing questions were troubhng 
their community at the time, but these were at once made to 
stand aside. The nation was needing the help of its loyal 

H Π Graham Social Life of Scotland in the Eighteenth Century 
״ י 7 ? ^ a v  ,Scotland at the time was in rebellion and turmoil ו
P• ^ïre disturbed by raids of wUd Highlanders, men were enroll-
fnTas v X n t S tô r̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  Pretender'and stolid ministers ŵ ^̂  

î n Î f a s t and £ i l S  days to stay the divine judgment m a civ.l ״
war.' 
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citizens, and they were among the first to respond, organizing 
companies out of their own congregations. The Rev. Ebenezer 
Erskine, at Stirhng, with the burden of sixty-five years upon 
him, formed a volunteer company, and himself acted as cap¬
tain. When the town was in danger from the Highland host, he 
appeared in the guard-room in uniform. The officers on guard 
tried to persuade him that both his calling and his years un¬
fitted him for active service; but he replied, '1 am determined 
to take the hazards of this night, for the present crisis requires 
the arms as well as the prayers of aU good subjects.' While the 
rebels were in possession of Stirling, he acted in a twofold 
capacity, preaching to his congregation in the woods of Tulli-
body, five miles away, on Sundays, and leading the volunteers 
in weekdays against the enemy in assaults that again and agam 
endangered his hfe. Ralph Erskine's son, Henry, settled at 
Falkirk as minister, led the volunteers of that town, and, 
as a recognition of his loyalty and bravery, was enrolled as 
an honorary burgess of Glasgow. Adam Gib, the doughty 
minister at Edinburgh, called upon his congregation for a 
corps to defend the city, and over 350 at once responded. 
While the rebels held the city, but not the castle, he 
preached for five weeks, at Dreghorn, near Colinton, three 
miles to the west of the town. There was a large detachment 
of the enemy in the neighbourhood; and often they sought 
the outskirts of his congregation. They had to listen to his 
denunciation of the rebelhon, and his prayers for its speedy 
suppression and for the safety of the reigning sovereign. The 
spirit of loyalty fired the young Church; and where there 
were truckhngs with the enemy, as, among other places, at 
Abernethy, where Alexander Moncrieff had to suffer the 
spoliation of his goods, and the seizure of his sons, the 
Session exercised its disciphne. In many of the Session records 
of the time, there are instances of those who had served the 
usurping army, paying the 'cess' they demanded, and diggmg 
ditches for them, bemg 'rebuked' for their disloyalty to tiie 
King. Indeed every congregation was arranging to provide a 
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corps of its own. when the rebelhon ceased, and the necessity 

T o t Brown's action was typical. Others as readily took up 
arms. At Blackness he helped to guard Jor̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
descent that was momentarily expected. Shortly after the 
Ρ S e r set out on his ill-fated march to England^^he 
transferred to Edinburgh Castle. There he remained tiU the end 
of the civil war. The return of the Prince and his hapless host 
waf hecked at Falkirk by the battle with General Hawley a 
man noted for two things his ignorance of war and hi 
desDOtic tyranny. A t CuUoden, on April 16th. 1746. the cie 

Sow was'struck which ended Charles's ^ Ο Ρ - â ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
of the Stuart dynasty. With the escape of the deluded Prmce 
to France, to dribble out his days in his cups the commotion 
of the conflict speedily died down. The Fifeshire regiment was 
disbanded, and Brown returned to his calhng 

But Edmburgh had a special attraction for him. Then as 
now. it had its famous bookshops. Allan Ramsay « ^ircukung 
Lary. the first of its kind, was a fascination to the student. 

xxvu, p. 272, says. At me ume oi through all the Lowlands of 

the counties of Angus, Mearns^ Bann cigi , ^̂ ^̂  
only did not one of them join w'th the rebels oma^^ , 

women, took all ° Ρ Ρ ° ί ί " ״ ΐ " i^^ ί̂ ^  ־̂
bellion, as they took all ° P P ° ^ ״ ^ ״ Î p S b A for ^̂ "̂ ^ 
ing for the «"fP/^^"'" were this 

behalf of our Sovereign King Ĝ^̂^̂^̂^ ^^^^^ 
records of these < = ° 0 S they were instantly the members were found trading wuntn^ ^ , ^^^^ j^^^ 
dealt with, aiid it ^ ^ ^ / ^ ^ n e Î o f records w^ examined there are under compulsion. In a numb"^°^ ê̂  wc ^ ,̂̂ ^ others 
no references, b ^ f " ,Ι^/^^^^^^'"° ded ^ I״ ^^^^^'^ show how.scrupulously Sessions guardea m ^ ^ 

a blacksmith «?s examined betöre me 5e^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^^^ 
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When released from mihtary service. Brown set off, down by 
the Castlegate, where the author of the Gentle Shepherd, 
having now retired from wig-making, and bookselling, and 
even from the haunts of the Muses, had built his octagon 
house, commanding a magnificent view of the distant heights of 
Fife, beyond the Forth. Allan's shop was easily recognized with 
its heads of Ben Jonson and Drummond of Hawthornden 
above the door. Perhaps he dropped into the estabhshment of 
Alexander Symmers, the bookseller in Parliament Square, into 
which about this time, or later, Thomas Ruddiman, the famous 
grammarian, was wont to step, to play with the worthy book¬
seller the fascinating game of chess, regarding which play, 
Ruddiman's biographer states : 'They did not play for money; 
but, being both pertinacious players, they generally parted in a 
wrangle.'^ More than likely the young soldier pressed on to 
the shop of John Gray, in the Grassmarket, the son-in-law of 
Ebenezer Erskine, who was later to be his own pubhsher. There 
he found what suited his taste, and read with avidity and ease 
works in Latin as well as in English. The Luckenbooths were 
then a feature of the broad avenue of the High Street, guarded 
by its lofty crow-stepped gables; and the Tolbooth, 'hke a long 
black snail crawhng up the middle of the street, and defiling 
its beautiful esplanade.' Edinburgh was not only still radiant 
after the gay doings of the Prince at Holyrood, but it rang 
with the memories of the turbulent cries of the mob that slung 
Captain Porteous on a pole in the Grassmarket nine years 
before-an officer over-officious in discharge of his duty, for¬
given by the Crown, but slain by the incensed citizens. 

But aU the glory and the stir of the past and present faded 
with the studious soldier before the attractions of the shops 
of John Gray and other booksellers. His humble pay was spent 
upon them. When the rebelhon was over and the regiment 
dispersed, John Brown left the city, not by the Queensferry 
coach, whose fare was 2s., but on foot, with 3d. in his pocket, 
sufficient to carry him across the Forth. He hastened along 

' Chalmers, Life of Ruddiman, p. 170. 
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through Burntisland, and Kirkcaldy. Leven, and Largo to the 
Cameron farm, to find his precious wallet intact. In the some¬
what quamt words of the friend of those days. 'Upon his return 
to Cameron, the stack of peats, which had been gradually 
removed for the use of the family, was greatly reduced, and 
on the very next day after his arrival they came to the pack, 
which was perfectly safe, and all things in good condition. 

[66] 

C H A P T E R 7 

The Schoolmaster 

Shortly after John Brown's return to his travelhng occupation, 
he received the welcome inthnation that the office-bearers of 
his church at Abernethy had granted him a full certificate of 
church membership. This closed his connection with Aber-
nethy. He never crossed its borders again. Once (1752) he came 
within five miles of it to preach, at Auchtermuchty. A few 
loyal souls chmbed the mountain road to hear him. which 
kindly act of theirs was a grave offence in the eyes of Moncrieff 
and the rehgious leaders of Abernethy. They were summoned^ 
to the Session to account for their conduct, and were rebuked 
for venturing to go to hear John Brown, 'a pretended minister.' 
Prejudices die hard. 

It was Brown's ambition to enter the ministry of the Church, 
but the means to obtain a university education were not avail¬
able. The next step that was possible to take, he took, and 
became a schoohnaster. By his incessant selE-culture, he was 
well equipped for the profession, which in those days lay open 
to any one, without compulsory courses of training. He started 
at Gaimey Bridge, two miles south of Kinross, where a monu¬
ment stands today to commemorate the event of thirteen years 
earher, when the Secession fathers met and founded their 
Church. As a teacher he was eminently successful. He drew 
scholars from a wide radius. With a passion for leaming in his 
own soul, he communicated the fire of it to his pupils.^ 

' O n three separate occasions, May 31st, June 21st, and July 5th, 1752 
(̂ Session Records, Gen. Assoc. Church, Abernethy). 

The school was but an old disused hut, a few seats or blocks of 
wood serving as the benches' (Graham, Scottish Men of Letters in the 
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Saturdays were not then devoted to hohdays. as today pre-
JT^Z^oui Scotland, but were -ua l ly em^^^^^^^^ 
schoolmasters for special religious teachmg. Those Saturdâ ^̂ ^̂  

T״v,״ Tirnwn's mastership were better remembered atter 
" a d lTha״T0.h^^^^^^^ o ״ h  , V. Says the write, who has־־w ־
; r r v e d the recollections of those early days of h,s career. 

•He was accustomed on Saturdays seriously to address h ^ 

; X o s f h l m many nights' want of s l - P . until he gô ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
views than he had of the way of salvation through Jesus 
Christ.' 

While at Gairney Bridge, it was not unusual for him on 
Sundays as he relates in his closing days, to tramp over the 
hüls ο C eish to Dunfermline, eleven miles distant 'to hear 
Γ man of God, Mr. Ralph Erskine, whose mmist y, he felt 
wa Sought home by the Spirit of God to his heart.' In his post 
Ts teacher of this school. Brown had a famous successor 
L T a e l Bruce, the author of the Ode to the Cuckoo,' a poet 
" p r o m i s ; , who died at the early age of twenty-one, too 
soon for the ripe fruits of his genius to be garnered in. 

WWle engaged in teaching, the way opened up for Brown 
toTeach his long-looked-for goal. Abernethy was one of the 
b u ^ g centres of the religious controversy that had -ged m 
S c S for nearly twenty years. One Church in Scotland, 
h X n g the Presbyterian faith, had s p r m i g o u t o f t h e c ^ ^ 

£ ^ ^ : . ; ^ ^ ״ ״ ״ 7 ^ ^ ^ Set 
ment, and I/nave been unable to fe^^ ^^^^^ (!914)̂  

f s t w Ä h ^ w / ^ G Ä ^ is absolutely apart from 

Ä three poems. Wordswonh. d̂̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

Life of John Bright, p. 424). 
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ing struggle in 1690. In it were men who had steadily sought 
the favoured side of fortune, and men who refused to be 
'bought', who cared for nothing but the purity of the Gospel, 
and the rights and liberties of the Church of Christ. For a 
period all went well. But differences emerged; and majorities 
began to crush minorities. The first divergence was a funda¬
mental one over the relation of the sinner to grace. The book. 
The Marrow of Modern Divinity, was welcomed by those who 
upheld the evangelical view that faith in Jesus Christ is the 
very essence of the Gospel and that every sinner is warranted 
to lay hold on Christ freely offered therein. The opposing view 
was that a sinner must prepare himself by repentance and the 
forsaking of sin before he is entitled to trust in the Saviour. 
The Marrow teaching placed the sinner's warrant solely in the 
free promises of the Saviour, the opposing view qualified the 
promises by the conditions which were first to be met by the 
seeker. The latter theology led to a legal presentation of the 
Gospel and this was much favoured at the time; it triumphed 
in the General Assembly of the Church, so much so that, as 
has already been mentioned, twelve earnest and faithful men 
were publicly rebuked by the Assembly for asserting the 
'Marrow' principles, one of whom was Ebenezer Erskine of 
Stirling, and another was Alexander Moncrieff of Abernethy. 
The rebuke was humbly submitted to; but it left a rankhng in 
its wake, the more deeply felt that others who seemed to deny 
the divinity of Christ, and verged on a doctrine, as David 
Hume said, of 'heathen morahty,' were left untouched. 

This singular indifference on the part of the majority to the 
purity of the Church's doctrine was followed by an invasion of 
the rights of the congregations in the election of their ministers. 
These rights had been freely conceded in the settlement of 
1690. They were snatched away by Parliament (the Union 
Parhament) in 1712. Scotland had httle knowledge of the deed. 
When it did know, it so deeply resented it, that the Act 
remained for a while a dead letter, the Assembly of the Church 
annually protesting against it. However, when patrons, to 
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whom the power of choice was given, dechned to act, it lay 
with the Assembly to determine how ministers should be 
chosen. The Assembly granted the hberty to congregations 
till 1731, when it decided to entrust the choice to heritors and 
magistrates acting with the elders. Ebenezer Erskine,^ a son 
of the covenant, with its struggles for the rights of the people 
and the honour of the Church bred in the bone, blazed out 
against such disloyalty to the Church's charter, m a Synod 
sermon at Perth, in 1732. For this, he and three steadfast 
adherents, Moncrieff of Abernethy, Wilson of Perth, and 
Fisher of Kinclaven, were censured by ,the Synod. They were 
suspended by the next Assembly from the ministry. But, as 
Erskine's father had told 'Bloody Mackenzie' that 'havmg a 
commission from Christ,' he could not be silent, these men 
contmued to preach, and to administer sacraments in their own 
parishes, and wherever they were invited. On December 5th, 
1733, they met in an inn, where roads converge at Gairney 
Bridge in Kinross-shire, on the great North Road, and, after 
three days spent in prayer, they, along with two others, Ralph 
Erskine^' of Dunfermhne, and Thomas Mair of OrweU, formed 
an 'Associate Presbytery.' The Assembly repented of its haste, 
and made repeated attempts to get these stalwarts to return. 

' Ebenezer Erskine (1680-1754), of the house of the Erskines, in whose 
veins ran the best blood of Scotland, born at Dryburgh, Roxburgh¬
shire; studied at Edinburgh University; became minister at Portmoak, 
on the banks of Lochleven, in 1703, and continued till 1731, when he 
removed to Stirling; marked by the majesty of his person and his 
preaching. On Sabbath, May 18th, 1740, he was excluded from his 
charge in the West Church, but continued to minister to a large con¬
gregation in a new building that today bears his name. He died in the 
seventy-fourth year of his age, and the fifty-first of his ministry. 
' Ralph Erskine (1685-1752), a younger brother of Ebenezer Erskine, 
born at Monilaws in Northumberland, gentler, more ideal, moi-e 
mystical than his brother, fond of music and proficient on the violin; 
became minister of Dunfermline in 1711; sympathized with the stand 
his brother and others took before the Assembly, and evertually cast 
in his lot with them; his Gospel Sonnets, published in 1734, had a 
wide repute; his collected works in ten volumes passed through 
numerous editions; his church in Dunfermline today bears the name 
of Queen Anne Street Church, and his statue graces the entrance. He 
died in the sixty-eighth year of his age, and the forty-second of his 
ministry. 

[70] 

But they believed that this change of front was dictated more 
by policy than by principle, and they refused. They had now 
found a 'free platform,' and it was for Scotland's good that they 
reached it. The action they took represented 'a real step in 
Scotland's progress towards full rehgious liberty.'^ 

The marvel is that throughout the prolonged controversy 
and with things said and done that future generations could 
not but condemn, no riots and no outrages such as have 
attended other contendings in the Scottish churches, marred 
the course of the spiritual struggle. Orderliness was a marked 
ieature m the procedure of those who seceded. They faithfully 
followed the course kept by church courts, and as directed by 
church law. They held strongly that they, and not the Assembly 
were loyal to the constitution of the Church of Scotland 

It was to this band of men, fired by a holy zeal for the rights 
of the Redeemer and His Church, that John Brown adhered 
Into their mmistry he desired to enter. Small encouragement 
however, was given him by those who should have been the 
first to have helped. Moncrieff scorned the idea of this orphan 
lad, m the lap of poverty, attempting such a course. The stu¬
dents of the time and neighbourhood, outstripped in their own 
kingdom by this school-less, college-less youth, raised an evil 
clamour agamst him. Attempts were made, in view of this to 
win him back to the Church he had left. Offers of assistance 
were held out. The chance was a tempting one, but the choice 
he had made had been too dehberate to permit of turning 
back. He was well aware of the meaning of the questions at 
issue, and, with his strong grasp of principle, he felt that the 
only men he could foUow were such as the Erskines, who 
would rather suffer than that the Church should lower her 
standard of evangelical truth, or the people lose their Christian 
rights. In spite of the vile calumny cast upon him by those 
among whom he sought Christian fellowship, he had sunk his 
shaft too deeply into the principles for which they stood, to 
be turned aside by the malice of a few. 

• J R . Fleming, The Burning Bush, p. 104. 
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This is what he says of this period of his life : 

'During those trials I had my own share of sohcitation to 
desert the Secession, in which I was so ill-used by some of the 
chief managers. But, as I had not taken that side from regard 
to men, the Lord enabled me to take no offence at His cause 
because of their maltreatment of me.' 

After teaching for a time at Gairney Bridge, he crossed the 
Forth to Spittal, near Penicuik, Midlothian, where, he says, '1 
had a large school, and I hope was useful in training up, among 
others, several young men in the learned languages, who were 
afterwards eminent ministers of Jesus, as the late Archibald 
Hall of London and others.' But the calm that followed in 
affairs of State after the Pretender's eruption into Scotland 
found a fierce conflict bursting forth in the young Church, 
whose fires had been smouldering during the rebelhon, and 
which was to rend it in twain. Again the eager youth had to 
make his choice. 

Prior to the Prince's coming, a bone of contention had been 
hurled among the adherents of the Secession by the resuscita¬
tion, on the part of the Government, of an old oath imposed 
upon the burgesses of Scotland. The burgess-oath originated in 
1591. For a century and a half it had been taken without a 
scruple. But in 1744, for the burgesses in three towns in Scot¬
land, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Perth, it was preceded with 
this religious clause : '1 protest before God, that I profess and 
allow with my heart the true rehgion, presently professed in 
this realm, and authorized by the laws thereof. I shall abide 
therein and defend the same to my life's end, renouncing the 
Roman rehgion called Papistry.' It was of no small value for 
one to be a burgess in those days. Only burgesses could carry 
on business within the burgh, enter the trade guilds, or exer-
eise the franchise. A considerable proportion of the adherents 
of the Secession belonged to the cities mentioned. The question 
was, did those words of the new clause in the oath, 'the true 
rehgion presently professed in this realm,' imply approbation 
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of the errors and defections complamed of in the Church of 
Scotland, or did they simply mean approval of the true rehgion 
itself? Moncrieff and Adam Gib^ strongly adhered to the 
former posiüon, the Erskines to the latter. Supporters ranged 
themselves on both sides, and the contention was keen. The 
Church, now numbering thkty-two congregations, had already 
divided Itself into three Presbyteries, with a Synod, meeting 
once or twice in the year, as need arose, as the supreme court. 
In the Synod a large majority condemned the oath, but others 
-and this was the rock on which they spht-insisted on making 
disapproval of the oath a term of communion. At the spring 
meeting of the Synod, April 8th, 1747, the decision was taken. 
Of the 55 members present, 23 (13 ministers and 10 elders) 
voted for the extreme view; 20 (9 ministers and 11 elders) 
favoured mutual forbearance; the remainder, who did not 
lake part in the final vote, wished delay, but sided with the 
Erskines. Moncrieff and his party withdrew, and formed a 
new Synod-the General Associate Synod-that at once pro¬
ceeded to excommunicate the majority. The young Church had 
grown with amazing rapidity, an evidence to the value of its 
testimony, but this division, pathetically known as 'The 
Breach,' drove its wedge into every hamlet where adherents 
had gathered, and effected an absolute cleavage. 

The root of the controversy was in the interference of State 
law with religion; it brought the civil magistrate in and put a 
stumbling-block in the way of the rehgious conscience.̂ ^ But 
It was a melancholy affair; the more melancholy that the oath 

M^^th P'n '^ll^t^^^• '׳טי;? Castletown, his father's property in 
' P%^̂ hfi»"־e; studied at Edinburgh University; a man of 

a t h e ^ i l T "«""*^.^ *^י ^״^"^^״^•'^ God i״ his own blood 
t ״״ h ^ ^ ״ " u ° ^ no mean order; a generous-hearted friend, who tore 
elder hr^ '̂/L''̂  bequeathed his estate to him thatThe 
eider brother, who had been foolish, might obtain the inheritance• a 
courageous defender of his country in 1745; but all his l ï e a restUŝ  
controversiahst. to whom the burgess-oath'was anathema? and who 
was the mam cause of the 'Breach' in his Church in 1747 He was the 
firs mmister of the Bristo Church, Edinburgh, but after the Breach 
i'^^to/e.aveit, and founded Nicholson Street Church. 

W. Blair, Handbook of the United Presbyterian Church (1888), p. 34. 
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was soon aboUshed. It took seventy-three years^ to heal the 
'Breach' in Scotland, though in America, where the young 
Church had already planted a vigorous branch, only twenty 
years elapsed before the two parts were knit together. But. 
as it has been truly said. 'It is the one dark spot upon the 
history of the Secession, and consequently the only fact m 
its history of which many of its detractors seem to be aware. 

John Brown m this crisis threw in his lot with the Erskmes. 
He regarded Moncriefi and his party as too strict in their 
interpretation of the oath. He himself would not have taken 
it ^ but he had no objection to church fellowship with those 
who might be required to take it, and could do so without 
violence to their conscience. But the i l l fortune that befeU the 
young cause was his opportunity. The 'Associate' Church re¬
quired preachers. He offered hhnseff, and was accepted. He 
continued his teaching for three years longer, until he had 
acquired a training m philosophy and divinity. Then the door 
to the ministry opened, and he passed within its portals. 

^ When the reunion took place in 1820 the ^irty^wo con̂ ^̂  
at the 'Breach' had increased to 262. Under the tit e ot the unitea 
Secession Church it pursued a course of uninterrupted prosperity. It 
SnledUself with great enthusiasm to the cause of missions, and 
nhTnted stations in Jamaica, Trinidad, Africa West and South, and 
£ w h e r e In 1847 it maintained more than 60 missionaries In that 
" u n i i e d wUh the Relief Church, ^״"״^^^ by Thomas Gülespie 
in 17s? whose consregat ons now numbered 114, while tbe recession 

h ~ see David Woodside, The Soul of a Scottish Church, 1918. 
 .J. C. Brown, Centenary Memorial, p י
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C H A P T E R 8 

The Divinity Student 

The disaster that had befallen the young Church played havoc 
with the Divmity HaU, which it had estabhshed for the 
preparation of its preachers, as surely as it had rent the con¬
gregations. The hope reigned supreme for a while among the 
Erskines and their foUowers, that a few months would lead 
to a better understanding, and the reuniting of their forces. 
They took no step to embarrass the situation by making new 
appointments. They waited patiently to see if a via media 
could not be reached, by which both parties could co-operate, 
where co-operation was so desirable. But their patience was 
unrewarded, and their hopes doomed to disappointment. 
Alexander Moncrieff of Abemethy was the Professor of the 
young Church at this exciting period; as leader of those who 
protested against the oath, he carried the Divinity Hall into 
the new Synod that had been formed. 

The other party had no choice but to summon then• ad¬
herents to a special meeting of Synod, which was held in 
Dunfermhne, in September 1747. They urged Ebenezer Erskine 
to undertake the professoriate of the Church. He pleaded his 
years-he was now sixty-seven. A strenuous hfe had been his, 
and domestic sorrows of late had darkened his path. He 
would rather a younger man were entrusted with the office. 
Ultimately he consented on the understanding that, should his 
strength fail him, his remaining colleague in the Secession 
struggle. James Fisher, now of Glasgow, should reheve him of 
the burden. 

Erskine's church was at Stirhng, and it was in that town 
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that the Theological Hall of the new Church was first held. The 
first student who presented himself at Stirling was John Brown. 
A university career was demanded of all entrants to the 
ministry, but Brown had made such progress by his self-
education m classes and general hterature. that m his case a 
university curriculum was dispensed with. He was now twenty-
six years of age; and he had mastered more than most after 
a university training. Latin. Greek and Hebrew and was even 
knocking at the gates of Arabic and Persian. What theological 
works were available he had devoured. His qualifications in 
the matter of learning none could gainsay. But when or the 
day he left his school at Penicuik, and presented himseff at his 
Presbytery at Falkirk to be received as a theological student, 
he was again to hear the echoing shouts of his persecutors 
happily for the last time. The kindly and courageous defence of 
Ralph Erskine of Dunfermhne. whose mmistry he used often 
to attend while at Gairney Bridge, shielded him at the critical 
moment. When he was proposed as a candidate for the mims-
try one of the members raised the objection that the young 
man's leaming he did not dispute, but he understood that he 
had got it from 'his Satanic Majesty'. Ralph replied with the 
soft answer that turneth away wrath, '1 think the lad has a 
sweet savour of Christ about him.' The gentleness of the 
rebuke silenced the harsh grumble. 

Just before he went to Spittal, while at Gairney Bridge, 
Brown appeared before this Presbytery, as a commissioner 
with others from the congregation at Kinross, in support of a 
call to John Swanston, afterwards Professor in the Associate 
Church Mr. Swanston hailed from the parish of Sütchel in 
Roxburghshire, and, in spite of the dissuasions and remon¬
strances of his family and friends, his conscience compelled 
him to withdraw from the Estabhshed Church and join the 
Secession. He took a full course of classical and philosophical 
instruction at Edinburgh University, and studied at the Theo¬
logical HaU at Perth under William Wilson, for the Secession 
ministry. Various congregations claimed his services, Kinross 

[76] 

among them. To urge the claims of Kinross, Brown accom¬
panied a deputation to Falkirk. His appearance, eager, studi¬
ous, with dark, flashing eyes made him a marked figure. A 
minister present pointed to him, and asked who that was. 
With a twinkle in the eye, he was answered, 'Do you not know 
the man that got his leaming from the devil?' Quick came the 
reply, '1 warrant you he's a dungeon, then.' 

The theological session was confined to about three months 
in the year, which enabled the students to keep on their situa¬
tions, if engaged in teaching. These months brought the student 
into very close fellowship with the Professor. With Ebenezer 
Erskine, there was not much of the professional method or 
manner. His hfe had been cast in other moulds. But the privi¬
lege of profiting by the mature wisdom and the ripe experience 
of one who had not only been amongst the most commanding 
preachers of his country and generation, but who had been 
foremost in the struggle for the Church's hberties and rights 
in Scotland, was highly prized, and deeply impressed the 
young, ardent students that gathered around him. He did not 
deliver any regular lectures. In a less formal style he com¬
municated his instmction from the rich fields of his own 
reading, experience, and observation. The Institutio Theologice 
Elencticœ of the Genevan professor, François Turretin (1623¬
87) was the principal text-book of the Universities at this 
period. From this Erskine read, commenting on the leading 
doctrines. Examination, however, was a marked feature of his 
work; and by it he skilfully elucidated doctrine, and tested the 
knowledge of the students. They had also to submit discourses, 
and his critical remarks upon them enabled him to give 
many valuable hints on preaching, an art in which he ex¬
celled. Literary style did not appeal to him, he being as 
indifferent to it as George Whitefield; but this defect, that 
weakens his discourses when read, disappeared, as with White-
field, in the impression made on the multitudes that hstened to 
them. 

After two years, the professoriate passed from Ebenezer 
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Erskine-he died five years later at the ripe ^6^«« ^ ^ ^ f f ^ "̂̂  
t" his son-m-law. James Fisher. In 1741, F " d been 

removed from Kinclaven, in Perthshire, to a church m Glas¬
gow He had been singled out at Erskine's appointment as 
?he next theological Master. John Brown, after the refreshing 
and stimulating experience of Stirling, moved to Glasgow to 
 at he feet of the accomphshed Fisher, whose intellectual נ
culture and refinement, studious habits, and aptitude or teach-
nieminently fitted him for the post^Minister of a large and 
growing charge, in the rapidly extending city of Glasgow, he 
rrqu|>ped himself for his task that the students received 
a new and wholesome stimulus under him; and from lus 
classes during the fifteen years he taught them came forth 
ome of the ablest and most accomphshed mmisters within 
h ^ Church. Brown was conscious of his influence, and 

grateful for his illuminating guidance both m theology and 

' ATrominent feature of the class work was the delivery of 
discourses, and the reading of critical and exegetical exercises. 
S n g i i exact interpretation of the Word, and effective 
prea^hî g of it, was the dominant ahn. Pulpit-work was never ZTSot A considerable proportion of the time m conse¬
quence was spent in hearmg and criticizing students' sermons 
The students Lred in the criticism. When one of their numbe 
had dehvered a discourse, or read an exercise, the members of 
the class were invited and expected to offer free comments, and 
they usually took fuU advantage of the opportunity. The Pro¬
fessor followed, summing up the merits and demerits of the 

^ ο Γ the'students to act as critics was a long-standmg 
custom But, whether the fires became too hot, and the oppor-
unity abus;d, or the Professor felt that his judgment was 

weakened or diverted by the candid opinions of over-darmg 
youth, it fell gradually into desuetude. John Brown in the 
days of his own professorship, encouraged the practice but 
under his successor. Dr. George Lawson of Selkirk, it began 
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to decay, and ultimately expired.^ When the exhilarating 
practice began, it is difficult to say. Wodrow, historian of the 
Church of Scotland, tells how his father, who was a Professor 
of Divinity in Glasgow from 1692 to 1707, conducted his 
class. He describes the assistance which a student could obtain 
from the Professor in the preparation of an exegetical exercise; 
and then he says : 

'This and all other discourses were dehvered without read¬
ing, to habituate scholars in that way, though their papers 
were allowed to he before them in the dehvery. Then the 
Professor usually asked the observes and censures of the 
students, who were very narrow and exact in thehr remarks 
upon this and all other discourses before them, both in matter 
and style, and manner of dehvery. The deliverer was allowed 
to make his defences; and the Professor, in the last room, gave 
his observes, and ordinarily he had httle left to do but give 
a general judgment.' 

'The dehverer was aUowed to make his defences.' This 
salutary part of the process seems to have fallen out by the 
middle of the century; and the student critics had it aU their 
own way. The victim's opportunity would come when his 
neighbour stood in the pillory; and the fear of this perhaps 
restrained the intemperate ardour of the critics. 

With the close of Professor Fisher's first session Brown 
emerged from the Divinity Hall. Licence, with its necessary 
'trials,' now awaited him. He had httle difficulty in meeting this 
test of his examiners; and on November 14th, 1750, at the age 
of twenty-eight, he became a hcentiate of the Church, receiv¬
ing hcence from the Presbytery of Edinburgh. He was a man 
deeply affected by such occasions. For years this had been the 
goal of his ambition, and for a long period the way had been 
effectually blocked. Now that the eventful day had arrived he 

' John MacFarlane, The Life and Times of George Lawson (London, 
1862), p. 287. 
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was profoundly moved by the responsibihties involved. Curi¬
ously it comcided with the fate that befell the man who had 
been mainly instrumental in spreading broadcast and keeping 
alive the calumnious charge against him regarding his acquisi¬
tion of knowledge: his base conduct descending to deeper 
depths of infamy, wrought vengeance on his own head.^ Thus 
Brown refers to this time in his 'Short Memoir' : 

'Micah 7. 7-10 had been not a httle impressed on my mind 
under my sore trial of about five years' continuance; and the 
Lord, by a connection of providences, gradually opened a way 
for my getting some regular instruction in philosophy and 
divmity, and I was licensed to preach the Gospel in 1750; and 
could not but be affected that about the same time, if not 
the very same night, my primary calumniator, whose part had 
been so earnestly maintained in opposition to me, was, after 
he had been several years a preacher, and a zealous preacher 
in appearance, necessarily excommunicated by his supporters, 
as guilty of repeated acts, or attempts, of uncleanness (even 
with married women). "Behold, Ο my soul, the goodness and 
severity of God, towards him severity, and towards me" - who 
was perhaps ten thousand times worse before His all-seeing 
eye—"goodness." Let me never be "highminded, but fear." ' 

' Robert Millar entered the Secession Church while a theological 
student in connection with the Established Church, followed the Mon-
crieff party, but was never called, and in consequence of his unworthy 
conduct was deprived of his licence. 
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C H A P T E R 9 

Called to Haddington 

The fully-equipped student was now at liberty to perambulate 
among the vacant Churches, with a view to a settled charge. 
The hfe of a Probationer of more modern times has been 
portrayed by Dr. James Brown of Paisley,^ in narrating the 
career of Thomas Davidson, a hcentiate of brilliant parts, 
whom death snatched ere a congregation called him. John 
Brown's itinerating of the Churches lasted less than a year. The 
journeys were on foot, by pony or stage-coach; and hospitality 
was received from generous friends in the congregations 
ministered to. 

A Probationer's thoughts, as he makes his way from place 
to place, are usually exercised as to the sphere in which his 
lot may be cast. While this did concern our licentiate, he was 
more eager about being fit for the calling, in which he so 
ardently longed to serve. He has left an interesting tractate, 
entitled Reflections of a Candidate for the Ministerial Office, 
which reveal his mind and outlook. As was his wont, he tumed 
the searchhght in upon himself, scanning narrowly every cranny 
and nook where unworthy motives might lurk. He pours forth 
a series of interrogatories that penetrate all round. He wishes 
to examine, with deep concem, the 'preparation for, the caU to, 
and the end in,' offering himseff to this important work. After 
testing and questioning the personal attitude, he asks : 

'What furniture of gifts hath Christ bestowed upon me, what 
aptaess to teach, what knowledge of the mysteries of the king¬

James Brown, The Life of a Scottish Probationer. 
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dom, what skiU to instruct others, bringmg forth out of my 
treasures things new and old, what abihty to make the deep 
things of God plain to weaker capacities, what quickness of 
conception, what due inchnation to study, as one devoted to 
matters of infinite consequence, what peculiar fitness for the 
pulpit, qualifying me to commend myself to every man's con¬
science in the sight of God, preaching not in the enticing words 
of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit, and with 
power?' 

He fears lest the glamour of the preacher's address might 
captivate a congregation, or the preacher be a mere profes¬
sional proclaimer of divine things. 

'Say, then, my conscience, as thou shalt answer at the judg¬
ment-seat of Christ, am I taking this honour of myself, or am 
I called of God as was Aaron? Is Christ sending me, and laying 
a necessity upon me to preach the Gospel? While He deter¬
mines me to follow Providence, and to take no irregular step 
toward thrusting myself into the office, is He breathing on my 
soul, and causing me to receive the Holy Ghost? Is He endow¬
ing me with tender compassion for the souls of men, and with 
a deep sense of my own unfitness, and earnest desire to be 
sanctified and be made meet for the Master's use? In the 
progress of my education, am I going bound in the spirit, with 
the love of Christ burning in my heart, and constraining me; 
rendering me wiUing cheerfully to suffer poverty, contempt, 
and hatred of all men, for His name's sake; wilhng, if possible, 
to risk my own salvation in winning others to Christ?' 

He gathers into one thrilling paragraph a striking combina¬
tion of all the Scripture passages bearing upon his calhng, and 
subjects himseff to examination by each. While deeming it right 
and wise to be gentle, faithful, and earnest, he is anxious to 
know if the courage and tact are there to deal faithfully yet 
tenderly with the shortcomings and failures of men. 

[82] 

It is manifest that, wherever his sphere was to be found, no 
low ideal was to be the standard of his work. 

Two congregations, with great unanimity and heartiness, 
invited him to their pastorate - Haddington m East Lothian, 
and Stow on Gala Water. His choice lay with the former, 
although it was the smaller and less attractive sphere. But the 
Church at Stow held a warm place in his heart, and he ren¬
dered it frequent service in the course of his ministry. 

The Haddington congregation had just passed through the 
fires. It traced its origin to the 'praying societies' that flourished 
in East Lothian. In 1737. the members made request of the 
new Associate Church for a regular ministry. Initial difficulties 
were overcome. A congregation was formed. An election was 
made, but the preacher preferred Perth. Another was called, 
but of him, the curious minute in the Presbytery records reads : 
'Mr. Walter Loch, Probationer, being, in adorable providence, 
removed by death since last meeting of Presbytery, the calls 
to him from Stitchel and Haddington do fall, of course.' A 
third responded to thek invitation, Robert Archibald, from 
Perth or its neighbourhood, and was ordained. The new cause 
rapidly grew. But the burgess-oath descended with its angry 
sword, and clave the congregation m twain. The minister and 
a portion of his people protested against the oath, but, being 
m a minority, they separated, and formed themselves mto a 
new congregation of the General Associate Church. For four 
years they continued their service m the manse garden, though 
in winter some kindly shelter must have protected them, till a 
suitable structure was provided. The remaining members 
petitioned for fresh 'supply.' After one more dechnature, they 
set their hearts upon John Brown, and he was ordamed among 
them on July 4th, 1751. 

While the succession of candidates was bemg heard by the 
congregation, an old lady of advanced Christian experience 
was asked which of the preachers she specially approved; she 
rephed, 'Oh! the lad wi' the tattit head; there's a sweet savour 
of Christ about him.' 
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Her description silhouettes the figure of this ardent student, 
now commencing his mmistry. He is twenty-nine years of age. 
His matted hair, in dark ringlets, clung to a brow broad and 
high, beneath which gleamed a pair of dark, eager, sparkling 
eyes. A full, ruddy countenance was supported by a mouth 
and chin that spoke of resolution and mastery, while the bodily 
frame, well-knit and vigorous, measured in height about 5 feet 
8 inches. Behmd was an indomitable spirit, a mind keen, 
active, of wide outiook. but specially directed, and that pas¬
sionately. into one broad channel of sacred truth, a memory of 
extraordinary tenacity, and a conscience painfully sensitive, 
ever movmg under the 'great Taskmaster's eye.' 

Haddington ranks with Abernethy as a noted place in the 
ecclesiastical history of Scotiand. It was never a large town, 
but stood on the highway to England, although today the 
railway passes it by. The English armies often penetrated to 
its precincts when the contests between the two countries were 
raging; and in 1549, while held by the English, it suffered a long 
siege. It is interesting to note that it was at the abbey outside 
Haddmgton (July 7, 1548) that Pariiament accepted the hand 
of the French Dauphin for Mary, being careful at the same 
time to secure Scottish independence though a French prince 
she was to wed.^ Two years before that event, George Wishart 
preached in the Abbey Church, long known as 'The Lamp of 
Lothian,' just prior to his capture at Ormiston and martyrdom 
at St. Andrews. Among the devoted band whose hearts were 
stirred by his message was John Knox, tutor in the family of 
Longniddry, then a young man of thirty-one, by the new 
reckoning, who, if Thomas Cariyle be correct, was born in 
Haddmgton.2 Knox would fain have followed the dauntless 
Wishart to his doom, carrying the two-handed sword which 
had been entrusted to him as Wishart's bodyguard; but on the 
eventful night of his arrest Wishart took the sword from him, 

* Andrew Lang, History of Scotland, vol. ii, p. 12. . 
' Carlyle generously purchased the reputed site of the house in which 
the great Reformer first drew breath, railed it off, erected a suitable 
monument, and presented it to the community. 

[84] 

and dissuaded him with the words, 'Nay, return to your bairns, 
and God bless you ! Ane is sufficient for a sacrifice.' 

Of the town itself about the middle of the eighteenth century, 
we have this account from the vivid pen of John Wesley, 
written three months before Brown was settied there as 
minister. It may have been that the two men were pacing the 
streets about the same time. Writing in his Journal on April 
24th, 1751, about which time not unhkely John Brown was 
preaching for two or three Sundays as a candidate, John 
Wesley refers to this as his first visit to Scotland, and gives his 
impressions of the Scottish towns and people as he passed 
through Haddington. 

'The Scotch towns are hke none which I ever saw, either 
in England, Wales, or Ireland : there is such an air of antiquity 
in them all, and such a pecuhar oddness in their manner of 

[ building. But we were most surprised at the entertainment we 
met with in every place, so far different from common report. 
We had all things good, cheap, in great abundance, and re¬
markably well dressed.'̂  

While the church in which John Brown ministered was in 
Haddington, it drew its membership from a wide area round 
about. It was a rich, fertile country that caused the hearts of 
Cromwell's soldiers to leap for joy when they beheld it a 
hundred years before. 'It contained the greatest plenty of corn 
they ever saw.' Most of Brown's flock were engaged in agri¬
cultural pursuits, or supphed with merchandise, in the various 
communal centres, the usual needs of the population. 

As the pastor faced his work, and felt himself now in close [ 
contact with it, he again turned the hght in aU its intensity upon '~ 
his inmost being, and he poured forth his reveries in a paper î 
found after his death. Reflections of one entered on the Pastoral 
Office. He subjects himseff to a series of sharp, searching [ 

'Next day he says, 'We rode to Edinburgh' (only seventeen miles 
distant), 'one of the dirtiest cities I had ever seen, not excepting 
Cologne in Germany. We returned to Musselburgh.' 
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questions, in order to guard against any faithlessness in his 
high and sacred trust. He dreads his ends being selfish, or him¬
self unenthusiastic. To be a 'graceless preacher' would be an 
unspeakable calamity; to be an ignorant messenger would be 
a disastrous experience. 'Am I set here at the gate of heaven, 
as a candle to waste myself in showing others the way, in 
hghting up the Bridegroom's friends, and must my lamp in the 
end go out in obscure darkness?' Urgent is the call for the 
fullest use of one's gifts, in view of the tremendous tasks 
imposed. The honour and privilege of the office and one's 
relation to the Great Master ought to impel to faithfulness. 
'What self-denial, what pure regard to the honour of God, what 
prudence, what diligence, what humihty, what zeal, what 
spirituahty of heart and hfe, what entire dependence on Jesus 
by faith, what order, what plainness, what just tempering of 
mildness and severity, are necessary in dealing with the souls 
of men ! ' The consciousness of personal shortcomings almost 
overwhelms him. Pride ever threatens to rule the will, the 
factious spirit to assert itself, sloth to lay its heavy hand on 
duty. Let conscience bestir itself, and the Divine Spirit's help 
be claimed, that neither time nor talents be wasted, that '1 may 
not tear God's Church, mangle His truths, betray His honour, 
nor murder the souls of men.' 

Few avoided the perils more successfully and rose more 
nobly to the higher heights of their calling. The supreme de¬
votion to his life-task, manifest from the outset, became fruitful 
in results as the years proceeded. 

[86] 

C H A P T E R 10 

The Pastorate at Haddington 

The pastorate opened with an extraordmary tale of pulpit and 
pastoral labour. When it was all discharged, the wonder arises 
where the time was left for the enormous hterary and pro¬
fessorial work which Brown accomphshed in the six-and-thkty 
years of his ministry. In the congregational records the state¬
ment is given in precise terms what his labours were to be. 
Whether it was his own wish that such duty was assigned to 
him-for it will already be gathered that he was voracious for 
work-or the wish of his people, who must have had great 
expectations if such was their request, there it is, set forth 
in his own handwriting : 

'1. There is a lecture, a sermon, and an evening exercise on 
Sabbath in the months of November, December, January, and 
February; and pubhc worship begins at eleven o'clock fore¬
noon. During the otiier eight months there is a lecture, two 
sermons, and an evening exercise; and pubhc worship begins 
at ten o'clock. Only in the east country is there ordinarily 
no exercise on Sabbath evening.^ 

'2. The congregation is visited once, and examined twice 
every year. 

'3. The members of Session meet for prayer about the first 
Monday in every month, except September;-and the minister, 
with three of the elders or deacons, ordinarily pray on such 
 What would he have thought of Robert Hall's oracular sentence to י
nis grandson : Ά man of genius, sir, may produce one sermon in the 
week; a person of average talent may compose two, but nobody but a 
tool, sir, can write three'? (John Cairns, Memoir of John Brown, p. 88). 
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occasions, with smging of Psalms, and spiritual conference 
between prayer. 

'4. The tokens^ are distributed by the minister in presence of 
the elders, constituted with prayer. 

'5. Young communicants are admitted with a solemn re¬
newal of their baptismal engagements, in presence of the 
Session, and with suitable exhortations.' 

To be furnished with material for Sundays so crowded meant 
considerable drain on both the physical and mental powers. 
But Brown was a master of the Scriptures. His extraordinary 
knowledge of them, unparalleled in its way, joined to a most 
retentive memory, served him weU. Specimens of his outhnes 
StiU preserved show the grasp he took of a subject and a mar¬
vellous wealth of Scripture illustration. His style aimed at 
simphcity and directness; his manner was not demonstrative; 
but earnestness was visible in every feature. To the end the tale 
of regular pulpit work seems to have remained what it was at 
the beginning. 

On the week-days the visitation was carried out. His con¬
gregation drew from a wide area-from the parishes of Spott, 
Whittinghame, Dunbar, and Pencaitland, places seven to ten 
miles apart. On an appointed day, duly intimated from the 
pulpit the previous Sunday, he and one of his elders would set 
forth to visit the famihes in a particular district. They passed 
into a house, where were assembled the parents, the children, 
and the servants, if there were any. The heads of the household 
were first catechized, and afterwards the children, on matters 
relating to the doctrines and duties of rehgion. An exhortation 
to all followed, and prayer concluded the visit. In the next 
family, and the next, till all had been waited upon, the same 
procedure was followed. Night found the visitors weary with 
their exhausting yet stimulating labours. 

Another day was fixed for a 'diet of examination.' A centre 
was decided upon, and duly announced the preceding Sunday. 
' The token was a piece of metal like a coin given to those who in¬
tended partaking of the Lord's Supper. 
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To this, all, old and young, were expected to come at the 
appomted hour. The occasion was open to aU; it might be held 
m the church, as it would be for those in Haddington, or in 
Dunbar, or North Berwick, or Tranent. Usually they met in the 
evening. Into their midst passed the minister at the fixed hour. 
After brief devotions, the exammation commenced. The 
Shorter Catechism was the standard text-book. He would call 
on one of the members to repeat the answer to the question 
for example, 'What is effectual calling?' With this as a basis' 
he would proceed to ask of others further questions in order 
to elucidate and enforce the truth it contained. The answers 
were mainly monosyllabic; but they afforded the opportunity 
of imparting knowledge, of removing difficulties, of strengthen¬
ing the foundations and rearing the fabric of Christian char¬
acter. Twice in the year in the various centres were these 
examinations held. 

Such methods of maintaining and developing the spiritual 
knowledge of the people were characteristic of the age The 
school years were then of short duration; labour claimed youth 
at an early stage; books to read were few. The days of Sabbath 
Schools, Bible Classes, Young Men's and Young Women's 
Christian Associations, had not dawned. Literary societies 
were unheard of. John Wesley recognized the clamant need for 
some system of regular instruction in Scripture in England and 
devised his 'Classes.' In Scotland, where the habit of learning 
prevailed, examination and visitation were the means adopted 
to foster and encourage the intellectual and spiritual develop¬
ment of the people. Changing circumstances as time went on 
led to change of methods; the diet of examination fell into 
disuse, the method of visitation altered; but throughout the 
ministry of John Brown this was the system that prevailed 
Besides this plan of getting into touch with his flock, the care 
of the sick and the infirm was ever upon his heart In the 
wide area he had to traverse he was assiduous in his attentions 
not merely confining himseff to his own people, but going 
wherever sickness or sorrow cast their dark shadows. 
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These pastoral labours, abundant though they were, did not 
oppress his spirit. There was a lambent humour that played 
around his life, makmg it gay with its brightoess. and strong in 
the sharpness of its thrust. Such a burden of toil as the members 
of his congregation seemed to think necessary for a new pastor, 
made some of them doubt his fitness for the post. One abso¬
lutely refused to adhibit his name to the 'call,' when it was 
agreed to invite him to Haddington. He waited for a few 
months after the pastorate had commenced, and, seeing the 
grit of the man that had been chosen, he was anxious to 
explam to him why he did not sign his caU. '1 have nothing 
agamst ye, sir,' he said, 'but I think ye're ower young and 
inexperienced for the work.' 'That is just what I think myself, 
David,' was the reply, 'but it would never dae for the like o' 
you and me to go m the face of the whole congregation.' 

In the course of his visitation, he was passing through 
Tranent riding on his pony, which was haltmg. A scoffing 
blacksmith, seeing him jogging up to a house near the smithy 
on his hmping steed, shouted to him, 'Mr. Broun, ye're in the 
Scripture line today-the legs o' th' lame are not equal.' 'So is 
a parable in the mouth of a fool,' was the ready retort. 

He knew also when to strike as well as how. His tact was as 
ahve as his wit. On one occasion he was crossing the Forth by 
the usual Ferry boat that then plied between Leith and Kmg-
horn. The waters were rough, and the temper of the passengers 
was tried. An old Highlander gave somewhat vigorous exprès-
sion to his feehngs in language so impohte that it grated 
harshly on the ears of his feUow-passengers. Some were dis¬
posed to rebuke his ferocity. But Brown waited till the shore 
was reached; and, shppmg up to him as he passed along the 
quay ah alone, he civilly but seriously reproved him for Ian-
guage so brutish. The irate Highlander took it in good part, 
and thanked him for his thoughtful courtesy in not humiliating 
him before the crowded boat. 'Had you said this to me while 
in the boat, sir, I beheve I would have run you through.' 

The manse of which John Brown took possession when he 
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commenced his ministry, and in which he continued till its 
close, still stands m Haddmgton. It occupies a site facing a 
short street that emerges into Market Street, which runs 
parallel to that off which is the house in which Jeanie Welsh, 
destined to become the wife of Thomas Carlyle, was bom, and 
is not far from the eariy home of Samuel Smiles. It is a two-
storey building with low-ceiled rooms, as was the fashion of 
the time. Behind it stood the church with its four lancet 
windows, its entrances from the sides, a gallery round three 
parts of the building and the pulpit between the high windows. 
Into the httle fireless room over the doorway of the manse. 
Brown crowded his books of many languages, and there spent 
every available hour of his time, not only in preparation for 
the pulpit, but in mastering all kinds of knowledge, and issuing 
works for the press. His stipend began at £40 per annum, 
and never rose above £50. Small though it was, it met his 
necessities, and therewith he was content. Indeed it went fur¬
ther : he had always something to spare to help the poor and 
needy in their struggle. In these economies, he was indebted to 
the prudence and the care of the two help-meets who shared 
his lot-Janet Thomson, who died in 1771, and Violet 
Croumbie, who long survived him. 

Janet Thomson was the only daughter of a Musselburgh 
merchant, John Thomson. He was a remarkable man, in whose 
vems ran the blood of staunch defenders of the faith. He was 
born in the parish of Strathmiglo, Fifeshhre, in 1700. His people 
had suffered for their fidehty to prmciple in the days of the 
Stuarts. In 1727 he went to Musselburgh, and there built up a 
large and prosperous business. In 1745, when Prince Charies 
Stuart summoned the clans to regam his father's throne, like 
John Brown he shouldered his musket in defence of his 
country, and suffered considerably from the Jacobites of 
Musselburgh for his attachment to the house of Hanover. 

Just before the battle of Prestonpans, a Highlander entered 
his shop and demanded his money. He simply and flatly 
refused. The Highlander wheeled round, slammed the door, 
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and turned the key. Drawing his claymore, he gruffly said, 
'Don't you know your hfe is in my hands?' 'I'm not so sure o' 
that,' was the answer from behind the counter. 'My life is in 
God's hands.' Ere the burly Northman got further, an officer 
of his regiment opened the door behind him. He had heard 
the loud shouting as he passed, and, scenting mischief, entered 
the shop and arrested the interloper. The Highlander had been 
too eager to secure his quarry, and had turned the lock before 
the door was shut. Thus was the trapper trapped. John Thom¬
son was one of the fine types of the period, of high principle 
and clear vision, ready for sacrifice if such was demanded, and 
unswerving in his attachment to the truth. He died on Decem¬
ber 1st, 1774. 

His daughter, Janet, shared his independence and courage. 
Married to John Brown in September, 1753, she brought to 
the home in Haddington the fidelity and the piety that shone 
so brightly in the merchant's house in Musselburgh. Eight 
children were born of the marriage, only two of whom sur¬
vived. Both followed in the footsteps of their father, John 
becoming minister of Whitburn, and Ebenezer minister of 
Inverkeithing. 

[92] 

C H A P T E R 1 1 

The Pastorate at Haddington (continued) 

The widespread area from which the members of the con¬
gregation at Haddington were drawn would have made it 
almost impossible for a pastor, however dihgent, to keep in 
touch with them all. The Presbyterian Church, by calhng in 
the laity for special service, has broadened and strengthened 
its own foundations, and at the same time has developed and 
ennobled the character of the laymen whom it calls to office. 
The responsibihty of office in the Christian Church has been 
for the makmg of the men appointed; and they in turn have 
contributed largely to the Church's activity and strength. 

John Brown had the assistance of a Session of twelve elders, 
with six deacons whose duties were more concerned with the 
temporal affairs of the congregation. They met at fixed times, 
and prayer and conference formed a regular part of their pro¬
ceedings. The Sessional duties covered a wide area of the 
individual hfe of the members; sometimes the contents of the 
old church records almost raise a smile. Wanderers from the 
fold, as we have akeady seen in connection with Abernethy, 
were even gravely rebuked for their forgetfulness. Brown him-
seff was the innocent cause of two members bemg called in 
question by the neighbouring congregation (in Haddington) of 
Antiburghers. He had been visiting members of his flock at 
Samuelston, a hamlet three miles from Haddington, and had 
remained overnight at the house of a farmer, who invited one 
of his men to meet him, and Rev. W. Hutton, of Dalkeith, at 
breakfast. After the meal, the morning praise was rendered; 
and, while it was proceeding, the grieve of the farm entered 
and sat down. The two servants belonged to the other regiment. 
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Such intercourse in religious fellowship was apparently 
perilous, and was considered subversive of discipline. The two 
men were both summoned to the church court; the grieve was 
admonished, because he had gone in inadvertently, and the 
other was censured because he knowingly remained while the 
family joined in worship. It was a remnant of the old spirit of 
intolerance that reached its height in the days of Charles II. 
These were light judgments compared with what was then 
meted out. Only seventy years before, Marion Harvey, a 
servant-girl in Bo'ness, had been executed in Edinburgh for 
going to hear Donald CargiU, and helping his escape at South 
Queensferry. Isabel Ahson from Perth suffered along with her, 
because she, too, had sought out and sat at the feet of the great 
preacher, and refused to submit to the tests Episcopacy would 
thrust upon her. The Wigton martyrs, Margaret Wilson and 
Margaret Lachhson, the one httle more than twenty years of 
age, and the other over threescore, and both blameless and 
gentle, suffered for the simple offence of attending field and 
house conventicles. The narrowness of the age was passing, a 
dawn was breaking, and toleration was coming to its own. 
Liberty in time triumphed along the whole hne of the Presby¬
terian Church. But to this day exclusiveness still reigns in 
certain branches of the Church in Scotland and elsewhere, and 
if not censure, a severe frown would follow a wanderer from 
their particular fold. 

Towards the end of 1753, there came to Brown an honour 
that usually does not reach a man till near the end of his 
ministry. Though only a httle more than two years smce his 
ordmation, he was called to occupy the Moderator's chair of 
the Synod-the supreme court of the Church-that met in the 
November of that year in Edinburgh. Two others were nomin¬
ated along with him, James Erskine, nephew of Ebenezer 
Erskine of Stirling, and James Bennett, the first minister 
of St. Andrews; but the choice fell on the minister of 
of Haddington. That Synod meeting was one of historic im¬
portance, not so much because of the apphcation for services 
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from many parts of the country, nor because of the difficulties 
that the Supreme Court had with some Probationers, especiaUy 
with one Forrest, under call to Stow, who refused to be settled 
where the Synod said they should, but because of the Testimony 
the young Church felt bound to record at this point in their 
history, as to the steps that had been taken to organize their 
Church, and the principles and practice for which they stood. 
They had come through the fires, first in their conflict with 
the Estabhshed Church, and then with their own brethren over 
the burgess-oath. Necessity was laid upon them to lay down 
with clearness and accuracy the principles for which they had 
contended and the course they had pursued in upholding them, 
so as to justify their action to those who might adhere to them, 
and to succeedmg generations. In a long and full record 
covering no less than thkty-eight pages of the large foho volume 
of Minutes, they narrated 'the Rise, Progress and Grounds of 
the Secession.' Out of the animated discussions that ensued, 
various other questions arose that were not deemed so urgent, 
but yet required consideration, and to a committee of three, of 
which Brown was a member, it was remitted to prepare 'a 
draft of additional teaching.' Another subject that received 
the sympathetic consideration of the house was a pressing 
request from parties in North America, beseeching the Synod 
to have regard to 'theh: deplorable ckcumstances for want of 
faithful ministers'; and it was delegated to James Fisher and 
John Brown to write a 'consolatory letter,' and to ask for a 
fuller account of thek number and circumstances. 

It is generaUy the privilege and distinction of the Moderator 
during his year of office to visit congregations celebrating some 
event in thek congregational history; it was the fortune of this 
Moderator to be more apostohc, and to be present at the 
beginnings of new congregations and assist in thek organiza¬
tion. In this same year. Brown was also called to be Moderator 
of the Presbytery of Edinburgh, a post he occupied for the next 
three years. 

These honours accorded to Brown were a tribute to his 
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character and standmg, and no less to his business aptitude. 
The confidence his brethren reposed in him is seen by his 
being sent to confer with new congregations, and to guide them 
in their early developments. He journeyed across the borders 
for this purpose to Abwick, and to Newcastle-on-Tyne, in 
which latter city he was requested 'to travel as he should see 
cause in that perplexing affair' of the minister of Newcastle 
and his congregation, who had come over from the Church of 
Scotland, and to bring matters to a satisfactory issue. At the 
frequent meetings of Presbytery, requests kept pouring in for 
'supply' of sermon, and readily and freely the ministers in 
charges rendered assistance, taking the young congregations 
by the hand, till a pastor was settled among them, and they 
in turn were able to render help to others. In the manifold 
work of his Church Brown took an active share, becoming, 
later, clerk of the Presbytery of Edinburgh, and of the Synod 
of the Church. From the presbyterial and synodical records of 
the time, it can be gathered that he was as loyal, faithful and 
trusted as a presbyter as he was devoted and zealous as a 
pastor. Many questions appertaining to the doctrine and 
government of the Church naturally pressed on the young 
communion, framing a constitution; and not an important 
committee was appointed to consider these, but he formed 
one of its members. 

In 1756, Brown introduced what was regarded as a daring 
innovation at the time. It was a simple matter in itself, but 
it occasioned much controversy. It was the observance of the 
ordinance of the Lord's Supper twice in the year. Such a 
plethora of services had grown up around the celebration of 
the Supper that it was declared impossible and unwise to have 
a repetition of these more frequently than once in the year. 
For example, there were two services on the Wednesday or 
Thursday preceding the Sunday fixed for the solemnity, 
another on the Friday, two on the Saturday, and on the Sunday 
itseff services were continuous from morning till night, some¬
times till midnight, and two more on the Monday. For over 
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a hundred years this method of celebrating the ordinance in 
certam districts had more or less prevailed. Where religion was 
at a low ebb, there were no such celebrations, sometimes no 
observance for years. Among the more earnest and faithful 
the plan of elaborate services met with favour, and Brown 
himself in earlier days had often frequented such gatherings 
But he began to question the wisdom and the value, as well as 
the authority for such a succession of meetings, and doubted 
whether the true nature of the Sacrament was not in danger 
of being occluded by them. 

From earliest times there has been a tendency to cumber 
the simple ordinance with what diverts attention from its main 
purpose. The early Corinthian Church surrounded it with the 
love feasts of the heathen days and degraded it, receiving the 
sharp reproof of the Apostle Paul. The Roman Cathohc 
Church in process of years reached the transubstantiation con¬
ception, and developed the ornate and elaborate ceremonial 
of the mass out of the plain original rite. They also withdrew 
the cup from the laity as being too sacred for common hands 
Indeed the question as to the meaning and the method of the 
observance of this rite became prominent in the controversies 
ot the Reformation movement. More and more clearly was it 
seen that the only way to overthrow sacerdotal domination 
was to purify the so-caUed 'Sacrament of the Altar' from the 
supersütion by which it had been converted into a miraculous 
act depending on human intervention. 'It was a question,' says 
Creighton, 'which the Lollards handed on to the Hussites and 
the Hussites to Luther. Wycliffe challenged the belief in a 
miraculous change in the nature of the elements; the Hussites 
attacked the denial of the cup to the laity; and Luther warred 
against the doctrine of the sacrifice of the mass 

Brown perceived that the Church of his time and country 
was pressing along a route that would obscure and pervert the 
purpose of the ordinance in another way by the multiplicity 
of services in connection with it, leading to what he termed a 

' Mandell Creighton, A History of the Papacy, vol. i, p. !29. 
D 
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kind of refined Popery. After careful study, he resolved to do 
his utmost to arrest the tendency. Where sympathies are 
strongly enlisted on behalf of an object, it requires considerable 
courage to advocate a course different from that pursued, 
which may seem contending against it, but is really conserving 
it. Brown faced this resolutely. His action in consequence had 
not a httle to do with freeing the ceremony from the encum¬
brances that were overloading it, and securing for it that 
simple dignity and grace with which it is observed today. 

The enormous gatherings that were wont to assemble at 
certain centres, where the celebration was held, were natural 
in the chrcumstances. Where so many services were deemed 
requisite on week-days and Sundays, it necessitated the 
assistance of a number of ministers. These ministers, in most 
cases, had to leave their flocks pastorless for the Sabbath, 
owing to the difficuhy of obtaining 'supply.' Why, therefore, 
should not the flocks follow their shepherds to the rich feeding-
grounds? 

Unhappily, a by-product of these great gatherings sometimes 
revealed itseff in the outer fringes of the vast assembhes. A l l 
classes were brought promiscuously together, and there was 
conduct that was not worthy of the object for which they had 
met, and occasionaUy led to grave scandal. This grieved the 
hearts of many, and Burns swept it with the lightning fire of his 
keen satire, as in the 'Holy Fair.' 

In the beginning of the controversy. Brown wrote a letter to 
a fellow-student, Wilham M'Ewen, of Dundee, the second 
minister of School Wynd Church, one of whose successors was 
the gifted George GilfiUan. M'Ewen began his ministry with 
rich promise, and published a work, A Treatise on the Scripture 
Types, Figures and Allegories, which enjoyed a wide reputa¬
tion. Dr. John Erskine classing him with Hervey, the author of 
the Meditations, and which Carlyle 'even hked for its ghb 
smoothness.' But the bright promise was sharply cut off by his 
death from fever at Leith, immediately after his marriage, at 
the age of twenty-eight. His loss was deeply mourned by a wide 

ckcle. Michael Bruce wrote an elegy on him, in the course of 
which he says : 

The righteous perish! is M'Ewen dead? 
In him Religion, Virtue's friend, is fled. 
Modest in strife, bold in religion's cause. 
He sought true honour in his God's applause. 
What manly beauties in his works appear! 
Close without straining, and concise though clear. 

Brown's letter is the answer to a request for assistance from 
M'Ewen, at the celebration of the ordinance in Dundee. 

To the Rev. William M'Ewen, Dundee 

'I received yours, but can't perform what you deske, as I 
am to be at Linton Sacrament on the third Sabbath of this 
month. It is no wonder to see us disagreeing about the time 
of our Sacraments, when I fear it will be no easy task to prove 
that our way of administering the Supper is agreeable to the 
Word of God, or the Protestant principles of our covenants, or 
Dkectory for worship, or Acts of reforming Assemblies, aU 
which we pretend to espouse in our Testimony. I see that com¬
municating once a year was not known in the Church of Christ 
till the Papists, to please a careless generation, who could not 
give themselves the trouble to attend frequently, introduced it. 
I find not one of the Protestant Churches but has condemned 
it, and as few of the Greek Churches that deserve the name. 

'I confess it is hard for me to think the present race of 
Ministers and Papists wiser than all the Apostles, Primitive 
Christians, and whole body of Reformers. That its unfrequency 
tends to make it solemn I do not see, for if it is so why not 
administer baptism but once a year also, as it, in its own 
nature, is as solemn as the Supper? Why not pray seldom, 
preach seldom, read God's Word seldom, that they may become 
more solemn too? How is it that the persons that communicate 
perhaps twelve times in a year have as solemn impressions of 
this ordinance, and get as much good by it, as those who cause 
once in two years to serve them? 

-
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'If the Passover being received once a year is a reason for 
our custom, then how is it we keep it not at Pasch-and that 
the remembering Israel's dehverance out of Egypt is not a main 
ingredient in the work of communicating? And how is it that 
the Apostles and other great men in the Church never took 
up the force of this reason? Is the withdrawment of the Spirit, 
in comparison of what it was in the Apostolic or reforming 
times, a reason for the seldomer administration of it? Then 
why should we not be unfrequent in prayer, reading, etc., 
when the Spirit is away? What if the unfrequency of this 
ordinance, through which the Spirit doth in an especial manner 
communicate His influences, be the spring of the want of His 
influences? If the pipes of a conduit be kept stopt can much 
water run out? Can even human appendages of a fast, or two 
or three sermons on Saturday and Monday, make up for the 
unfrequency of it? Can what is of human institution, though 
of itself very good, make up for the want of what is of divine 
institution? Might we not as well take it into our heads to 
set apart two or three days for reading God's Word, when we 
had a mind to pray in secret; and then only pray in secret once 
every half year, because no oftener could we get the destined 
time for reading - would the reading much on that occasion 
make up for the long neglect of prayer? 

'If the prejudices of custom are laid aside, is it any plainer 
from the Scripture that the Supper should be administered 
once a year only than it is that a man should pray only once 
a month? 

'Is the notion I am seeming to favour being independent¬
like? Then why is the Apostohc practice Independent-like? 
Why the first book of Discipline, the Assembly 1638, and 
1645, so Independent-hke in their words? Why the Westminster 
Dkectory so Independent-like? Why the Testimony espouse 
the books of Discipline and Directory, and our ordination 
vows espouse it, if this notion be so Independent-hke? 

'These doubts are the issue of my unbiased essay to examine 
the conduct of the Secession. I have hinted it then to you 
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because we have had questions formerly together, and because 
I know you want, if you can, to be at the bottom of things. 

Rev. dear brother. 
Yours affectionately, 

JOHN BROWN.' 

The concluding utterance, '1 know you want to be at the 
bottom of things,' is exceedingly characteristic of Brown him-
seff, whatever it was of his correspondent. To the bottom of 
this matter he went, and it baffled him to discover why there 
should be such infrequent observance of this important ordin¬
ance. The reasonableness of his contention seems to us so 
manifest today that we forget the prejudices of the age, and 
how strong these are, even with ourselves, when hallowed by 
the custom of years. Brown reasoned out his action, and wrote 
a defence, which he entitled an Apology for the more Frequem 
Administration of the Lord's Supper. He did not publish it, 
as his action in his own congregation, and his advocacy of it 
in other ways, commended itself to those with whom he was 
intimate. But nearly twenty years after his death, when the 
question became urgent in other communions, it was issued to 
the public. There he declares : 

'1 am not averse to the custom of a fast preparation, and a 
thanksgiving day, if the exercises on these days are considered 
as means for encouraging strangers to attend, as they have it 
so seldom at home; and when they are considered as means for 
deepening the solemnity of the approach to God in this 
ordinance, which in our present case is quite, or next to quite, 
worn off in the long intervals between ordinances of this nature! 
But is it not plain, that in case the Church were returned to 
the primitive custom, there would be no need to encourage 
strangers to attend, because they would have weekly oppor¬
tunities for partaking at home? And there could be less need 
to use means of this nature to fix or deepen those impressions• 
the conscientious approach to God in this solemn ordinance! 
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the Sabbath before, and the Sabbath after, would more effectu¬
ally prepare the soul for receiving and riveting divine impres¬
sions than all the work of these three days. 

'When these days' exercises are considered as well-meant 
human helps, during the present unfrequency of administration, 
nobody regards them more than I do; but if anybody con¬
siders them, as too many ignorant people do, as essential parts 
of this ordinance, and plead the absolute necessity of them, 
as a reason against the more frequent administration of the 
Supper, can I, in consistency with our Confession of Faith, 
chap, xxi, sect. 1, refrain from detestmg that view of them, 
and the usage proceeding therefrom as refined Popery? Are 
they not of human invention? Was not the invention of them 
merely occasional? Are they not stiU unknown in many 
Protestant Churches? Were they not unknown in the Church 
of Scotland for about seventy years after the Reformation? Do 
we not find one of our best Assembhes, namely, that of 1645, 
prohibiting to have any more than one sermon upon Saturday 
and another upon Monday? Did not Mr. Livingston,^ as long 
as he hved, refuse to allow any more sermons on the Saturday 
and Monday at his sacramental occasions? Now, is it not 
plainly Popish to count human inventions and occasional 
additions, essential parts of this great ordinance?' 

Then follows an elaborated analogy of private devotions 
observed on the same principles as alluded to in the above 
letter, and he concludes as follows : 

'In fine, whether is it grace or corruption that most affects 
to add human devices to God's worship, in order to make it 
more splendid than Christ has left it? May not persons be as 
really guilty of Popery by doting on the splendid pomp of 
divine ordinances that consists in the variety of days, sermons, 
and ministers, as by doting on the variety of fantastic cere¬
' John Livingstone (1603-72). On Monday after communion in June 
1630, at Kirk of Shotts, Lanarkshire, he preached a sermon that 
touched the hearts of 500 hearers. 
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monies used in the Popish Mass? Ought we not to beware of 
addmg to God's ordinances, as well as of taking from them? 
Is God content to barter with us in this point, by giving up with 
the frequent administration of the Supper, if we will annex a 
few days' sermons, ministers, and people to it, when seldom 
administered? Where does He either make or declare His 
acceptance of this proposal?' 

The passmg of the old custom was somewhat slow; but in 
time the more frequent administration found general accep¬
tance. Three, four, and six times in the year are not uncommon 
throughout the Presbyterian Church, liberty being allowed 
each Kirk Session of a congregation to determine the times 
for Itseff. In the remote parts of Scotland, especially in the 
Highlands, the old method still fingers, and has gathered to 
Itseff, as though it were something unique in the Church's 
history, the titie of a 'Highland Communion.' 

Brown's other plea, namely, for the admission of young 
people as witaesses of the celebration of the ordinance, also 
gradually prevailed; and universal today is tiie dehghtful spec¬
tacle of the children watching with awe and reverence the 
observance of the impressive feast. 
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C H A P T E R 12 

The Preacher and the Student 

Augustine, in Iiis work on Homiletics, Dei Doctrina Christiana, 
sets forth his idea of preaching in the memorable words: 
'Sapientia (divine wisdom) without eloquentia (the best human 
expression) will do good; eloquentia without sapientia will do 
no good, and will often do harm; but the union of sapientia 
with eloquentia is ideal.' These kinds of preaching were being 
illustrated very strongly in Scotland in the eighteenth century. 
Of eloquentia there was an abundance; but a fashion prevailed 
of deprecating the sapientia. It was the day when the star of 
Moderatism was in the ascendant-a Moderatism that de¬
lighted in a merely moral atmosphere, and the vitahty of 
religion seemed to be ebbing away. 

It is to men of the stamp of John Brown we owe it that 
Scotland was saved from the full effect of the strong current 
that was bearing religion to an arid desert. His work in the 
pastorate, and stiU more in the professoriate, where he left 
the impress of his own ardent, Christ-fired spirit on young men 
being trained for the ministry, and not less in the books that 
issued from his pen, did much to keep in full flow the stream 
of his evangelical truth that was in time to fertihze the land. 

Dr. Alexander Carlyle, minister of Inveresk, Musselburgh, 
has left us, in his entertaining Autobiography,^ a vivid picture 
of that period, especially as it was lived in his own circle, 
which, with all its array of loud-sounding names, was not a 
particularly wide one. It is a picture stained by many dark 
blots that do not add lustre to the reputation of the clergy of 

The Autobiography of Dr. Alexander Carlyle of Inveresk, 1722-1805. 
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that age. Dr. Carlyle prided himself on his standing among the 
ranks of the Moderates, on their 'culture', their autocratic rule 
in the Church, and their glorious conviviahty. His pen por¬
traits of the leaders of the evangehcal school are not very 
flattering. John Brown was a fitting representative of this group 
of men, loyal to the cause of learning, and passionate in his 
defence of vital religion; and certainly and happily, from this 
school, 'have sprung the preachers who have shaped and 
coloured the religion of Scotland.'^ Not only in the ranks of the 
Secession, but in the Estabhshed Church were such to be 
found. They held tenaciously on, while religion was being 
driven into barren wastes, and Scotland threatened with a 
dearth of Christian truth. In the end, victory lay with them. 
But in the long, stiff struggle, the outer garb of the Church was 
severely torn. Moderatism compelled the Erskines and others 
to secede from the prevaihng party; and later it thrust out 
Thomas Gillespie, the gentle but high-principled minister of 
Carnock, who, with a son of Thomas Boston, founded the 
Relief Church. These men were under the necessity of unfurl-
mg a standard under which they could worship, albeit in¬
scribed with the same Confession and the same polity as that 
of the Church they had to leave. They resolutely kept the 
sapientia to the front in the preaching of Scotland, and helped 
the country to recover its faith and the Church to regain its 
freedom. 

As to the character of the preaching of John Brown, we have 
an interesting hght from the testimony of one who heard him 
in the course of his ministry. In his early manhood Robert 
Simpson, theological tutor of Hoxton Academy, London, was 
in Haddington in 1770. He went to Brown's church. 

'1 well remember,' he says, 'a searching sermon he preached 
from the word, "What went ye out for to see? A reed shaken 
with the wind." Although at that time I had no experimental 
acquaintance with the truth as it is in Jesus, yet his grave 

' J. Watson, The Scot of the Eighteenth Century, p. 191. 
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appearance in the pulpit, his solemn, weighty, and majestic 
manner of speaking, used to affect me very much. Certainly 
his preaching was close, and his address to the conscience 
pungent. Like his Lord and Master, he spoke with authority 
and hallowed pathos, having tasted the sweetaess and felt the 
power of what he believed.' 

It is StiU more interesting to hear the comment of David 
Hume upon his preaching. The occasion on which he heard 
John Brown preach was a pubhc function at which an aspiring 
young clergyman spoke along with the minister of Haddington. 
The former dehvered his message first, in an eloquent, florid 
style, typical of the age. Brown followed with his sermon, 
marked by his usual simphcity and earnestoess. 'The first 
preacher,' remarked Hume to his friends, 'spoke as if he did 
not beheve what he said; the latter as if he were conscious that 
the Son of God stood at his elbow.'^ His son. Dr. WUham 
Brown, declares that 'as a preacher he was distinguished by 
great plainness, faithfulness, seriousness, and earnestness. His 
leaming he never brought into the pulpit, unless by bringing 
down the great truths of rehgion to the level of common 
capacities.'^ Archbishop Ussher's golden saying was a great 
favourite of his, 'It wiU take aU our learning to make things 
plain.' The doctrines and duties of religion in his message 
were charged with tremendous power. In his appeals to those 
without the fold, he touched chords that vibrated with his own 
passion. He was never moved so deeply as when pleading with 
men that despised the light. Tears only wet his cheeks when 
entreating them to retum to the Redeemer's fold. He was 
blamed by one of his former students, himself then in the 
ministry, for expressing disapproval of Richard Baxter : 'Mr. 
Brown, you are often speaking against Richard Baxter, but I 
see no man so hke Richard Baxter as yourseff.' 

' Hay and Belfrage, A Memoir of the Rev. Alexander Waugh (1830), 
p.51. 
" William Brown, Memoir and Select Remains of the Rev. John Brown 
(1856), p. 72. 
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1 In his delivery, he acquired a 'sing-song' then not uncommon 
: among preachers. Such a method of utterance is usually offen-
I sive; but in his case it seems to have been rather effective, 

being described as 'singularly melting' to serious moods,' and 
I as 'touching and overpowering.' 'I can have no recollection of 

his delivery myself,' says his son, William-he was only four 
when his father died-'but I have heard it imitated by my 
brother Ebenezer, and I felt it so touching", and overpowering, 
that I question if the highest flights of oratory would have had 
anything hke the same impression on my mind.' He was a 
strong advocate of brevity in religious exercises. 'Be short,' he 
was wont to teU his students, 'in the pulpit and the family; in 
the closet you may be as long as you please.' Intense souls are 
never long m pubhc prayer; it is the thin-verdured who exhaust 
prayer and patience both. There was one occasion only when 

I he disregarded this rule-at the observance of the Lord's 
; Supper. Then he poured out his soul with the fervour of a 
I man who stood in the inner depths. 
I It was an age when the sterner aspects of the faith were by 
,· no means kept in the background. But the conscientious 
; pastor of Haddington welcomed the sharp, keen-sighted 

answer that came from a saintly member, whose foundations 
he was probmg, as she lay dying. 'Janet, what would you say if, 

j' after all He has done for you, God should let you drop into 
: heU?' 'E'en's (even as) He likes,' was the instant reply, 'ff He 
I does. He'll lose mair than I'U do." His honour as the righteous 

and faithful God was involved. 
It is characteristic of him to regard his own work with 

extraordmary depreciation. We shall draw again from his 
Autobiography, and hear what he says about his preaching. 

'The moming before I was hcensed, that awful Scripture, 
Isaiah 6. 9, 10, was much impressed on my sphrit; and it hath 
since been I know not how often, heavy to my heart to think 
how much it was fulfilled in my minisü-y. I know not how 
often I have had an anxious desire to be removed by death 
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from being a plague to my poor congregation. But I have often 
taken myself, and considered this as my folly, and begged of 
Him that if it was not for His glory to remove me by death. He 
would make me successful in His work; for as to transporta¬
tions I had not a good opinion of most of them, and I looked 
on it as so far my mercy that my congregation was so small. 

'After all, I dare not but confess Christ to be the best Master 
ever I served. Often in preaching and otherwise, I have found 
His words the joy and rejoicing of my heart. He hath often 
laid matter before me in my studies, and enabled me with 
pleasure to deliver it. God in our nature, and doing all for us, 
and being all to us, free grace reigning through His imputed 
righteousness, God's free grant of Christ and His salvation, 
and of Himself in Christ, and the believing appropriation 
founded on that grant, and the comfort and holiness of heart 
and life flowing from that, have been my most dehghtful 
themes. And though I sometimes touched on the publick evils 
of the day, yet my soul never so entered into these points. 

'No sermons I ever preached were, I think, sweeter to my 
own soul than those on Psalm 142. 7, first clause; Isaiah 44. 5, 
first clause; Isaiah 46. 4; and 60. 20, last clause; 1 Timothy 1. 
15, 16; Rev. 3. 21, and John 11. 28. The little knowledge which 
I had of my uncommonly wicked heart, and of the Lord's 
dealings with my own soul, helped me much in my sermons. 
And I observed that I was apt to deliver that which I had 
extracted thence, in a more feehng and earnest manner than 
other matters.' 

The pulpit was enriched by the labours of the study. The 
preaching was as if only one book was read. 'Notwithstanding 
all my eager hunting after most part of that lawful learning 
which is known among the sons of men, I was led to preach 
as if I had never read a book but the Bible.' 'The eager hunting' 
covered wide fields. It was his custom, says his son, to rise in 
the summer between four and five in the morning, and in 
winter at six, and to study tiU eight in the evening. He was a 
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firm beUever in the old German proverb, "morning has gold in 
its mouth." With the necessary duties of the ministerial life 
that called him apart, and in the discharge of which he was 
most assiduous, he managed to spend twelve hours of the day 
in the little room above the doorway of his house crammed 
with books. The procuring of these volumes out of his small 
stipend showed that the passion of the bookman glowed in his 
soul. He regretted that he had no one to guide him in the choice 
of books, nor money to purchase the best, but he acknow¬
ledged that, after all, he was led to acquire the most useful. 

He possessed the gift of a quick mastery of languages, 
rivalhng George Borrow in this respect. To the knowledge of 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, with which he commenced his 
ministry, he added that of Arabic, Persic, Syriac and Ethiopie, 
and of European languages, French, Spanish, Italian, Dutch,' 
and German. He was an eager student of natural and moral 
philosophy, but his favourite reading lay in the realms of 
history and divinity. A l l the masters of theology he laid under 
tribute. As to Bible commentaries, he epitomized them in his 
Christian Journal, where he speaks of the 'elegant Calvin, 
laborious Poole, sagacious Patrick and Lowth, practical' 
Henry, copious GiH, hteral Calmet, sensible Clarke, plain 
Burkitt, soft-flowing Doddridge, judicious Guise, learned 
Vitringa, penetrating Owen, pious Horne, curt Bengel, dry 
Schultens, and critical Whitby.' As he read, pen and paper 
were beside him, and he summarized as he went from para¬
graph to paragraph. The multitude of his commonplace-books, 
which he happily entitled 'Books for holding Bright Thoughts,' 
bears testimony to his industry and to the wide range of his 
reading. The Ancient universal History, published in twenty 
large octavo volumes, and Blackstone's Commentaries on the 
Laws of England, he abridged and compiled an abstract of 
for himself. Like Francis Bacon, he took all knowledge for his 
province. Only toward the end of his days, when he realized 
the vastness of the ocean on which he had launched, he de-
Glared, 'From experience I have found that it is vain to attempt 

[109] 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


to be a universal scholar.' While rejoicing in the mastery of 
nearly a dozen other tongues, he was fully abreast of the 
hterature of his own land and time. He was famihar with the 
works of the men whom he called the 'lofty Milton, witful 
Cowley, elegant Pope, sprightly Thomson, awful Young, in¬
genious Blacklock, soaring Browne, spkitual Gray, divine 
Watts.' As for the literature that 'tickles the imagination' he 
was not so enamoured of it, and held that it should be read 
'at most, very sparingly.' 

His notebooks are written in a clear and legible hand, 
packed with résumés of the different works he had read. 
Wodrow's History of the Church of Scotland. Robertson's 
History of America, Miracles by Bonnet, a work on Universal 
Restitution, whh many others, are aU epitomized, while there 
are also engrossed numerous statistical statements of the popu¬
lation of different countries, and various other matters. 

But, first and foremost, was his intimate acquaintance with 
the Scriptures. They held the supreme place in his reading and 
thinking, and nothmg was aUowed to dislodge them. He knew 
them from cover to cover. Let a text be quoted, instantly he 
would repeat it, assign its place and connection with the con¬
text, and explain its meaning. He dehghted to number at leisure 
moments not only the books and chapters and verses, but the 
very words and letters of the Bible. He had an extraordinary 
grasp of it in the mass and in detail. His miraculous memory, 
his oceanic readmg, his mtellectual power, and his deep re¬
ligious spirit, united with his tkeless industry, made him a fit 
instrument to produce a Dictionary of its contents, and a Self-
interpreting Commentary on its chapters. 
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C H A P T E R 13 

The Beginnings of Authorship 

Before John Brown undertook the works that were to give 
him enduring fame, he devoted his powers to other fields of 
study. The ground in which he sought to reap is largely 
neglected at the present day, but it attracted considerable 
attention at the time-T/ie Westminster Confession of Faith, 
and the Catechisms. His aim was to get to the foundations, 
and induce men to build upon them from their earhest days. 
Seven years after his settlement in Haddington he first broke 
ground as an author. The work he issued was a volume of 400 
pages, with the rather cumbrous title. An Help for the Ignorant, 
being an Essay towards an Easy, Plain, Practical, and Exten¬
sive Explication of the Westminster Confession of Faith and 
Catechisms. 

'Essay' is a term that has lost its original shade of meaning. 
His work is not an 'essay,' hi the sense of a short, written com¬
position, but an attempt to explain by question and answer the 
subordinate Standards of the Church. Such a work demands 
clear thinking and clear writing. These are manifest on every 
page of this respectable production. Somehow, while Roman¬
ists and Episcopahans have used this method of instruction in 
recent years to enable the young and the 'ignorant' to grasp 
their distinct tenets of belief, Presbyterians have allowed it to 
lapse. Something after the manner of Brown's Explication, 
though not so elaborate, might well be revived for the benefit of 
Presbyterian youth throughout the world. 

It is of importance to observe that the first production from 
his pen was directed towards the quickening and informing of 
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of the mind of youth, and the last of his twenty-nine works had 
for its object the same purpose. His eyes from the first were 
directed up-stream, and he felt, in days when the young and 
growing mind received scant attention, that the destiny of the 
human race was after all in the hands of the coming genera¬
tion. Let it be safely anchored, and the ship of Church and 
State wiU surely outride all threatening storms. 

The Explication met with a ready acceptance. But soon, 
in that keen-scented age of controversy, the dread charges rang 
out that impiety, blasphemy, heresy, and other deadly evils 
lurked in its pages. The Rev. John Dalzell of Earlston led the 
attack with great asperity. Dalzell began his ministerial life in 
the same year as Brown, but in the other branch of the Seces¬
sion Church. He possessed remarkable gifts as a preacher, and 
laboured for fifty-three years in the one sphere. Dalzell assailed 
Brown in a pamphlet. The Imputation of Christ's Righteous¬
ness, which is all that remains from his pen today. The point 
in dispute was the practical extent of the righteousness of 
Christ. Brown declared that though Christ's righteousness is 
infinitely valuable in itself, yet believers receive it only in pro¬
portion to their need, and to the demands which the law laid 
upon them; they were therefore perfectly righteous m law, as 
the law required them to be, but not infinitely righteous. 'Not 
infinitely righteous!' exclaimed Dalzell and his feUow com-
bâtants. The righteousness of Christ, they held, is imputed to 
behevers in its whole infinite value, as it is the righteousness 
of a God-man, and therefore it constitutes us in law-reckoning 
as infinitely righteous as the person of the Christ, the God-
man. The controversy raged with considerable fury, and 
pamphlets, as became the time, were shot with speed between 
the parties. One of eighty-four pages is before me, defending 
Brown with lucidity and force, and not wanting in severe Ian-
guage. The temper of the assailed author is revealed in his one 
reply to his busthng antagonist. In a small pamphlet entitled 
Brief Dissertation concerning the Righteousness of Christ, he 
marshals his arguments skilfully for his contention; and his 
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wide reading stands hhn in good stead, as he submits the 
authorities, whose orthodoxy none disputed, that upheld his 
views. In his Foreword he writes with dignity and self-restraint, 
and shows the spirit in which he deemed controversy of such 
high themes should be conducted, and how distasteful this 
method of reaching the heart of these mysteries was to him : 

'1 have much more charity for the ministers of that party 
than to suspect the bulk of them are capable of imbibing, even 
through inadvertency, an old Antinomian and Famihstic error; 
or have so small acquaintance with the writings of Protestant 
divines, as to imagine that I am the first who ever asserted 
that Christ's infinite righteousness is imputed to believers pre¬
cisely in proportion to their need, and the demands of the 
broken law upon them, or so as to make them perfectly and 
completely righteous in law, but not in such proportions as to 
render them infinitely holy, righteous, comely, or valuable in 
law; and had these few, who, it seems, are otherwise disposed 
signified their scruples to me in a Christian manner, either by 
word or by writ, I doubt not but I should have offered them 
such repUes and solutions as might have prevented that con¬
duct, which (though charity obliges me to hope, was entirely 
an inadvertent and well-designed mistake) some will readily 
reckon a wounding of truth, a dishonouring of Christ an 
instructing of their people to revile, and in the issue, an injuring 
of their own reputation among impartial men. But now tiiat 
the fact is committed, though I reckon it my duty to contribute 
my weak endeavours towards the support of injured truth and 
to restore to the Scriptures and the most eminent Protestant 
divines their due honour of being my instructors in this point 
yet, instead of intending to resent, with similar conduct the 
injury üiese reverend brethren have done me, I reckon myself 
on account thereof, so much the more effectually obliged by 
the Christian law (Matt. 5. 44; Luke 6. 27, 28; Romans 12 
14, 20, 21; 1 Peter 2. 23 and 3. 9), to contribute my utmost 
endeavours towards the advancement of their weffare, spiritual 
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or temporal-and am resolved through grace to discharge these 
obligations, as Providence shall give opportunity for the same. 
Let them do or wish me what they will, may then: portion be 
redemption through the blood of Jesus, even "the forgiveness 
of sins, accordmg to the riches of His grace"; and. caU me what 
they .please, may the Lord caU them "the holy ones, the 
redeemed of the Lord, sought out, and not forsaken." ' 

Six years after the appearance of his Explication of the 
Church's Standards, he published two Catechisms, one intro¬
ductory to and the other explanatory of the Shorter Catechism. 
They had a very extensive circulation, and passed through 
numerous editions. They were famiharly known in many a 
household as 'Little Brown's,' and 'Big Brown's,'^ and were 
translated into various languages both in Asia and Africa. Dr. 
Robert Moffat, in South Africa, rendered them mto the 
Sechuana tongue. Other manuals have been issued since; but 
Brown's Short Catechism for Young Children is still being 
pubhshed and meets with a ready sale. It is as impossible to 
estimate the value of these Catechisms as it is to enumerate 
the hundreds of thousands of them that have proceeded from 
the press, and found their way aU over the world. 

'Once an author; always an author,' says Cowper in his 
diverting and dehghtful letters; 'this you know, my friend, 
and it admits of no dispute.' It was so with the busy pastor of 
Haddington. In the year 1765 he pubhshed what perhaps was 
the most popular of all his writings, judging by its countless 
' Readers of Marjorle Fleming will recall the amusing paragraph 
where the faithful old servant of the household, Jeanie Robertson, 
instructing the children in the faith, put the question of the Short 
Catechism to Marjorie's brother, William, who could show his 'Cal-
vinistic acquirements when nineteen months old.' Jeanie's glory was 
'puUing him through the carritch' (catechism) in broad Scotch, begin¬
ning at the beginning with 'Wha made ye, ma bonnie man?' For the 
correctness of this and the three next replies, Jeanie had no anxiety, but 
the tone changed to menace, and the closed nieve (fist) was shaken in 
the child's face as she demanded. Of what are you made?' 'DIRT,' was 
the answer uniformly given. 'WuU ye never learn to say dust, ye 
thrawn deevil?' with a cuff from the opened hand, was the as inevit¬
able rejoinder. (Horae Subsecivae, Third Series, p. 210.) 
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issues in the course of the next fifty years and more. He called 
it The Christian Journal; or, Common Incidents, Spiritual 
Instructors. Its first publishers were 'John Gray and Gavin 
Alston,' at their printing press in 'Jackson's Close, Edmburgh.' 
As edition after edition was called for, the author was altering, 
adding to, amendmg, and sometimes not improvmg his pithy, 
pungent expressions. It is a work that looks upon nature as 
'God's great green book.' It might have been prompted by the 
spirit that animated his renowned namesake, Sh: Thomas 
Browne. 'There are two books,' he wrote, 'from whence I 
collect my divinity. Besides that written one of God, another of 
His servant nature, that universal and pubhc manuscript that 
lies expansed unto the eyes of all.' 

The Journal has five main divisions - the journal of a day in 
Spring, in Summer, in Harvest, and in Winter, and of the Day 
of Rest. He caUs up a traveUer on one of the days of these 
seasons, and with a swift, brief word he describes his thoughts, 
actions, sights, throughout that day, and foUows in each case 
with a pointed spiritual apphcation. One could easily reproduce 
the life of the period in town and country from his pages. You 
see the man awaking in the morning, rising, dressing, viewing 
himself in the looking-glass, passing out into the day's varied 
experiences, seemg nature arrayed in her ever-changmg garb, 
and returning at night to his rest and to dreamland. A l l sorts 
and conditions of men, all the sights and scenes to be met with 
in any of the seasons, and on the Sunday, pass before the 
reader; and all are brought under one point of hght, that 
penetrates with searching ray every incident and aspect of 
nature and of life-the 'Light of the World.' In the 'Summer' 
Journal he carries his traveUer to a mountain-top, where before 
him march the nations, ancient and modern. With a graphic 
phrase each is described, and the apphcation follows. Anon he 
passes into a library, rich in the literature of the world; rapidly 
is it reviewed, an apt adjective summing up each author and 
his style. 

On the first page are happy quotations that justify the work. 
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One is from Hesiod : 'Let us begin with God; all things are 
full of God.' Another is from Cadha : 'The ear that is always 
attentive to God never hears a voice that speaks not of Him; 
the soul whose eye is intent on Him never sees an atom wherein 
she doth not discern her best beloved.' A third is from Job 
12. 7, 8: 'Ask now the beasts, and they shall teach thee; and 
the fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee; or speak to the 
earth, and it shall teach thee; and the fishes of the sea shall 
declare unto thee.' 

In his Preface he vindicates his method by asking-

'Does not the divine Spirh, in His invaluable oracles, con¬
stitute the puny ant, the lazy cur, the wallowing sow, the 
troubled sea, with its mire and dirt, our spiritual instructors? 
Does not Jesus, the wisdom of God, draw His instructive, His 
inestimable parables from sparrows, fishes, nets, bottles, 
grains of mustard seed, dough, and other common objects? 
Why may not we, though at infinite distance, follow His blessed 
example, and, with the skilful chemist, extract a precious spirit 
from thmgs outwardly base and contemptible?' 

To give an illustration, we might dip into the Journal 
anywhere : 

'"How pleasantly the dew falls!" Lord Jesus, canst Thou 
not be as the dew to my soul ! canst Thou not make me one 
of Thy young converts who are Uke "the dew from the womb 
of the morning" ! Cursed unbelief, how hast thou resisted the 
power of this divine promise, and robbed Jesus of the honour 
of accomphshing it ! "Here the worms creep out of the earth, 
to acknowledge their debt to Him that waters it, and to sip 
this early de«v." When, my soul, wilt thou creep forth from 
thine earthiness and carnahty, to thank the divine Father of 
the dew for all His kindness towards thee? When wilt thou 
desire and feed on Jesus, who is as the dew of Israel, and 
refresh thyself with the influences of His grace? 
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'"Without the warmth of the sun, and moisture of the 
clouds, the care of the husbandman could produce nothing." 
Without the concurrence of Jesus' blood and Spirit, no human 
labour could convert a soul, produce a good work, or produce 
a grain of felicity. Nay, He must do aU and we nothing, but 
stand still and see His salvation. "How sweetly, in this vernal 
rain, the clouds consign their treasures to the field!" God's 
paths drop down fatness. Ye sons of men, muse, praise, and 
look forth hvely gratitude. In lovely spring, and her soft scenes, 
I see my smihng God; I feel a present Deity, and taste His joy. 
to see a happy world. Sweet vernal fields! Thrice sweeter 
sacred Word! How Jehovah pours His stores of love. His 
melted heart, into thy darling page, that messenger of grace! 
Where rapture flows on rapture; every line with rising wonders 
filled; how from its rainy pools, my soul, enraptured, drank 
the spirit of eternal joy, of that unutterable happiness which 
Love alone bestows upon her favoured few! How soars my 
mind beyond the blooming earth! On swelling thought, my 
heart flies to the bosom of her distant, her ETERNAL FAIR : My 
Lord and My God. 

'"Yonder the sparrow chirps." Pretty bird, but Jehovah's 
care, my Father's charge. Am I not much more so? though, 
when forsaken of Him I mourn, yet le me cleave to His house; 
nestle in the walls of divine perfections and promises, and in 
the covering of Jesus' righteousness. 

' "Here runs a beautiful stream." Thrice more beautiful river 
of Jesus' blood and blessed Spirit, which makes glad the 
Church, the city of God. Ο the plenty, the purity, freeness and 
easy access to Thee! Here we may drink and wash; all may 
drink and wash; filthiness can never pollute Thy stream. Wash 
here, my soul; wash seven times and be clean. 

' "How stately the steps, how great the strength, how bold 
the looks of this horse!" Rather, how gloriously the divine 
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power and greatness shineth in him! how infinitely more 
august the aspect and goings of my God and my King who 
made him ! How surpassing, that God should make this strong 
and stately creature so submissive to man! how much more 
so, that the Almighty Himself should submit to bear my sin, 
my curse, my woe! and to bear and carry me to everlasting 
rest ! Never more doubt, my soul, of all thmgs working together 
for thy good; and be thou as the Lord's goodly horse, strong 
in Christ, and courageous in His way; but beware of neighing 
after thy lusts or rushing into temptation, as the horse rusheth 
into the battle. 

'Souls will soon become empty, which are always letting out, 
but not careful to let in from Christ. We should lay in Christ, 
lay up with Christ, and then lay out for Christ. We ought to 
beware of being always wooing Christ without ever marrying 
Him. . . . Opinion-sowing and church-railing professors have 
commonly more self than grace. . . . Young Christians com¬
monly need a curb, and old ones a spur. . . . Sins die and fall 
off true Christians, as leaves fall off trees in harvest. . . . 
True Christians are like flint stones, which keep their fire under 
water itseff. . . . Our care ought to be to wait ov God, to 
waUc with God, work all our works in and for God; and to 
bring our will m everythmg to the wiU of God; and the worse 
we see others, to be the better ourselves. 

' "Now comes a fight from my father's house, but my sight 
fails." Ο the dazzlmg beams, the tides of glory from above, 
which burst into my inner man! how Jesus, my everlasting 
Sun, enlightens my soul! how He leads me to His bleeding 
mercy, that quiet sea of mfinite sweetaess, for faith to drink of 
and bathe m, tiU I become without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thmg! How He guides me into the green pastures of His 
comforting Word-Thrice happy prospect of the bhnd! no 
more can I read the letters of the precious, precious book of 
God, but I feel it written on my heart; no more can I see out-

[118] 

ward things, but I see Jesus formed in my soul; I see my name 
written, and myseff lying in His heart; I see the things within 
the veil, whither the Forerunner is for me entered. I rend the 
curtain of time, and look into eternity. I give up with all 
creatures, life, heart, flesh, eyes, and all, that I may have all 
in God. Ο to appear before, and be near enough Him ! Ο to be 
unearthed, unselfed, that I may be like Him ! that my soul may 
be in perpetual ascension to Him ! my love going forth in ever¬
lasting raptures after Him ! ' 

In a letter to a correspondent, dated Haddington, August 
20th, 1765, Brown says : 'The Christian Journal, I suppose, is 
now pubhshed. You may send for what copies you need, and 
Ο pray for its doing some good. No doubt it will be the savour 
of death and a stumbling-block to some carnal and profane 
readers; but if Jesus render it useful to the serious, it is my 
business to bear patiently the scoff of the profane.' The years 
it held its own, and the generations it influenced, bear witness 
to the great good it did. 

Pubhshers found it to their advantage to issue edition after 
edition of it. James Nisbet, the founder of the firm of Nisbet 
& Co., states that when he resolved to leave his native Kelso 
and start business in London, the first work he issued was 
John Brown's Christian Journal. That was in 1810, nearly 
fifty years after its first pubhcation, and twenty-three years 
after its author's death. He acknowledged that it was a happy 
and profitable venture. 

The insight into the hidden meaning of animate and in¬
animate nature was a gift Brown passed on to his descendants. 
It was a particularly marked possession of his famous great-
grandson, the author of Rab. The words of the Imitation 
might be fitly applied to both : 'If thy heart were sincere and 
upright, then every creation would be to thee a looking-glass 
of life.' 
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C H A P T E R 14 

The Dictionary of the Bible 

The doors of authorship were now open, and works surging 
in the author's brain were strugghng for egress into the market¬
place of hterature. His wide reading and enlarging vision made 
for a clear and confident grasp of the many subjects he longed 
to handle. Few helps did the people possess to a comprehen¬
sive understanding of the Scriptures; and the minister of 
Haddington, having gathered so much of the treasures of 
knowledge, boldly conceived the idea of preparing a Dictionary 
of the Bible for the reading public. There was no thought of 
calling in helpers in this great enterprise, as is so manifestly 
necessary in these days of specialized knowledge. Single-
handed was the work to be done. To design and dare such a 
task, with congregational and church duties that carried the 
pastor over a wide area and demanded a heavy tale of pulpit 
and synodical work, was an heroic thing to do. No one had 
attempted such an undertaking in Scotland before; and in 
England The Christian Dictionarie of Thomas Wilson (1563· 
1622), a rector of Canterbury, had long passed into oblivion. 

As he proceeded to gather material for his great work. 
Brown threw oif dissertations on some special subjects that 
interested him. In 1766, he issued An Historical Account of 
the Rise and Progress of the Secession, a smaU work, as 
befitted a history that might be supposed to cover only twenty-
six years. He starts, however, with the Reformation, and pro¬
ceeds in a fair and impartial spirit to detail the sahent features 
of the Church's struggle tiU 1730. The events that follow are 
firmly handled. The deposition of the eight men who were 
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jealous of the rights and liberties of the Church is vividly 
contrasted with the treatment that was meted out by the same 
Assembly to John Glass, 'an impenitent and furious Indepen¬
dent,' who was restored to the ministry, and who, the historian 
affirms, had plainly broken his ordination vows, and continued 
to declare against Presbyterian government. The work, vigor¬
ously written, gives an insight into the condition of Church life 
m Scotland at the time; it shows the kind of Gospel that was 
preached and the loose conditions of Church membership 
that prevailed, calling for a protest, if the country was to be 
saved from slipping into sheer paganism. 

In the following year came from his active pen. Letters on 
the Constitution, Government, and Discipline of the Christian 
Church, nineteen letters addressed to 'My dear Amelius,'! 
who is regarded as a person with lax notions as to the con¬
stitution of the Church, and the admission of members within 
its pale. They are written with unflagging spirit, are weighty 
in argument, and rich in their Scriptural background. They 
show that Brown was reaching down to root causes, and laying 
the groundwork of a history that later years were to see. 

The succeeding year, 1768, led him into a study that had a 
great fascination for many in that age-the typology of Scrip¬
ture. His own mind was captivated by it, and he felt that he 
had light of his own for a subject that has so many facets. Out 
from the little sunht, crowded study of Haddington went forth 
that year. Sacred Typology; a Brief View of the Figures, and 
Explanations of the Metaphors, contained in Scripture. An 
age that does not concem itself much with types, except of the 
scientific order, will be interested to know how they appealed 
to an earlier generation. 

'The advantage,' says Brown, Of a clear, comprehensive and 
regular view of the Figures, the Types, and the Predictions of 
' It was a prevalent custom of the time to use classical names as 
representative of persons who held certain opinions, e.g Berkeleŷ  
Hylas and Plulonous, Hervey's Theron and Aspasio, Johnson in The 
'AUicus' '̂•''̂ "̂ ""y '̂̂ opted it; while Pope ipoke of Addison af 
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Scripture is obvious. In the first, we observe the surprising 
eloquence of Heaven, and discern, in ahnost every form of 
nature, a guide to and an illustration of inspired truth. By the 
second, we perceive the whole substance of the Gospel of 
Christ, truly exhibited in ancient shadows, persons, and 
things : in laws apparently carnal and trifling. In the third, we 
observe how astonishingly inspired predictions, properly 
arranged, and compared with the history of nations and 
churches, do iUustrate each other; and modern events, as with 
the evidence of miracles, confirm our faith in the oracles of 
God.' 

Of the trilogy here mentioned, the first appeared in 1768, 
the second and third not till 1781. These works, as one might 
expect, are often very arbitrary in their elucidation of the 
type or figure. The imagination is apt to run riot in such a field, 
and the analogy to become somewhat strained. Yet the views 
of truth presented at times are striking, and the whole is char¬
acterized by an extraordinary richness of Scriptural know¬
ledge. The Harmony of Prophecy in particular is a manual 
exhibiting extensive reading, and judicious application of the 
prophetic word to the facts of history. 

But aU this was more or less the by-product of a larger work, 
which was to carry the author's reputation far beyond his 
native land. AU his strength was now concentrated on the 
Dictionary, materials for which he had been gathering during 
the past ten years. In 1769 it first saw the hght, and for a 
hundred years it was to hold on its way, by the issue of various 
editions, revised and brought up to date by various editors, the 
last appearing in 1868. British scholarship had practically 
neglected this field of Scripture study; and Brown's pre¬
decessors were, with the exception of WUson, continental 
scholars, only one of whose works had been translated into 
Enghsh, that of Augustine Calmet, and the translation was an 
abridgement. 

The story of Bible Dictionaries has never been told, but it is 
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one of considerable interest. Like most great enterprises, they 
had a humble origm, a quiet beginning. They sprang from the 
simphcities of the concordance, a word leading to the summa¬
tion of its varied meanings, a doctrine to the statement of its 
truths, a place to the account of its history, a person to the 
story of his hfe. The first to attempt a concordance was Car¬
dinal Hugo de Saint-Cher of the order of St. Dominic, who 
died in 1261 or 1262. He called in helpers from five different 
monasteries to assist him. The difficulty he had to contend 
with was the lack of the division of the books of Scripture 
into chapters and verses. He overcame it by using the letters 
of the alphabet to mdicate the hues of the pages of the MS. 
There was not the minuteness in detailing words as in a con¬
cordance of today; mdeed that was impossible, but leading 
words were set forth with care and accuracy, and it was a 
decided help in the comparing of Scripture with Scripture. 

His successors were a couple of enthusiasts, who worked 
together, Conrad d'Alberstade and Ariot. They added con¬
siderably to the material contained in Hugo's Concordance. 
Their work was issued in 1290. 

A long period now intervened ere the next step was taken. 
It was not until the time of the Council of Basle in 1430. 
when Jean de Ségovie carried forward the plan, producmg what 
he called. Une Table alphabétique des particules indéclinables. 

Another century had to pass before developments were 
possible. The enthusiastic and enterprismg Parisian publisher, 
Robert Stephens, by his bold division of the Scriptures into 
chapters and verses (chapters were partly acknowledged be¬
fore), gave a great impetus to the work. His Bible, to publish 
which he had to rethre to Geneva, that citadel of hberty for 
the men of progress and reform, was sent forth m 1551. The 
numbering of the Scripture writings by this ardent son of the 
Reformation abides to this day. It has often been condemned 
as unsatisfactory; and so it is, chapters choppmg up para¬
graphs meant to stand as one, and verses dividing thoughts 
that are knit by the closest ties. Yet none have dared to produce 
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anything better. Where the verse system has been modified or 
abandoned, the result has not proved satisfactory, at any rate 
from the point of convenience. Indeed stand it must, as practi¬
cally the whole earth in its numberless tongues possesses the 
Scriptures, and with them Stephens' versicular division. 

The path of bibhographers was now materially improved. 
George Bullocus, in 1572, sent forth a new concordance from 
Antwerp, in Latin, in which not merely the word, but the 
content of the word according to Scripture usage is supplied. 
His work bore the title, (Economia methodica Concordan-
tianim Scripturœ Sacrce. 

About this period also Matthias Flaccus lUyricus produced 
his work, which shows the development from the chrysalis 
stage of a concordance to the fuller growth of a dictionary. 
He called it Clav'is Scripturœ Sacrce. It was in Latin, and runs 
to about 1,000 pages. Flaccus was for a time a colleague of 
Luther and Melanchthon in the University of Wittenberg; after 
the former's death he became a leader of the strict Lutheran 
party and fiercely assailed Melanchthon from Magdeburg and 
Jena, whither he had gone. But his exclusive narrowness and 
bitter polemics, in spite of his great abihty, made him latterly 
acceptable to none, and he was driven from town to town, 
dying at Frankfort in 1575, at the age of fifty-five. He was the 
originator of the work called the Magdeburg Centuries, in 
which a number of scholars took part, and an attempt was 
made to write the history of the Church from the evangelical 
point of view, a work with a controversial tone, but of immense 
learning, that inaugurated the free study of Church history. 

In 1612, the rector of St. George's the Martyr, Canterbury, 
Thomas Wilson, pubhshed his Christian Dictionarie which 
reached its eighth edition in 1678. In his short 'advertisement' 
he points out the difference between his production and that 
of WilUam Knight, which is a 'concordance; mine is a die-
tionarie; his axiomatical, mine is partly verbatical, partly 
pragmatical.' This WilUam Knight was rector of Little Grans-
den, Cambridgeshire, and in 1610, pubhshed in folio form, his 
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Concordance Axiomatical, containing a Survey of Theological 
Propositions, and their Reasons and Uses in Holy Scripture. 

From Geneva in 1650, came the work of Petrus Ravanellus, 
m Latin, in two foho volumes. It was entitled Bibliotheca 
Sacra, sen Thesaurus Scripturœ, canonicœ amplissimus, a 
work more elaborate than its predecessors, and more compre¬
hensive m its treatment of Biblical themes. 

In 1693 appeared Le Grand Dictionnaire de la Bible of 
Honoré Richard Simon, a priest and doctor of theology at 
Lyons. It was a work of two large foho volumes of about 750 
pages each. His aim he describes on his title-page, to set forth 
'the hves and doings of important personages, spoken of in the 
Old and New Testaments, and in the history of the Jews, names 
of ammals, pure and impure, precious stones, feasts and 
solemn festivals of the Jews, etc' 

A quarter of a century further on, in 1722, the year in which 
John Brown was bom, came the monumental production of 
Augustine Calmet. It appeared in French in two volumes 
supplemented by another two six years later. It carried on its 
title-page a full account of its plan and purpose : Dictionnaire 
historique, critique, chronologique, géographique, et literal 
de la Bible, enrichi d'un grand nombre de figures en taille-
douce, qui représentent les Antiquitez Judaïques. The Intro¬
duction is a contribution of considerable interest, referring to 
the labours of some of his predecessors in this department of 
study, and to a review of the writings of Scripture, as dealt 
with by commentators up till that time. Calmet was a most 
voluminous writer, issuing a Bible commentary in twenty-
three volumes, a History of the Jews, and an attempt at a 
Universal History, which reached seventeen volumes. He also 
produced a History of Lorraine, in four volumes. He was born 
at Mesnil-la-Horgue, near Coumercy, in 1672. He entered the 
order of St. Benedict, filled several important ecclesiastical 
offices, and, after a laborious career, died as Abbot of Simones 
in 1757. His Dictionary was translated into Enghsh in 1732 
by Samuel D'Oyly, Vicar of St. Nicholas, Rochester, and John' 
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Colson. Vicar of Chalk in Kent. It was an abridgment of the 
main work, and pubhshed in three large foho volumes and 
somewhat fully illustrated. 

It was in the footsteps of these men that John Brown 
courageously followed, when in 1769, he brought out his 
dictionary of the Scriptures in two volumes, with this title -

A 
D I C T I O N A R Y 

of the 
H O L Y B I B L E 

containing 
An Historical Account of the Persons; a Geographical and 
Historical Account of the Places; a Literal, Critical, and 
Systematical Description of other Objects, whether Natural, 

Artificial, Civil, Religious, or Mihtary 
and 

An Explication of the appellative Terms, mentioned 
in the Writings of the 

Old and New Testament 

The Whole Comprising 
Whatever important is known concerning the Antiquities of 
the Hebrew Nation and Church of God; forming a Sacred 
Commentary; a Body of Scripture History, Chronology, and 
Divinity; and serving in a great Measure as a Concordance 

to the Bible. 

The work contained a few illustrations, such as the camp 
of the Israehtes, with the Standards of the Twelve Tribes, the 
Pyramids of Egypt, the Sphinx, the Ancient City of Jerusalem, 
maps showing the travels of the Apostle Paul, the countries 
mentioned in the New Testament, the Dispersion of the 
Nations, and one, the most curious and interesting of aU, Ά 
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Map of the World, agreeable to the Latest Discoveries,' in 
which the western shores of the United States are represented 
as 'British Empire,' India as the 'Mogul's Empire,' Austraha 
as 'New Holland,' and the northern half of Africa as 'Sarrah, 
or the Desert.' 

There was no man in Scotland so well equipped for issuing 
a work of this nature as the minister of Haddington. His 
interests were encyclopaedic. His knowledge of oriental Ian-
guages, in which Calmet was markedly defective, of classics, of 
history, of divinity, and natural sciences was beyond anything 
possessed by any of his contemporaries in the Scottish Church. 
He had the works, it is to be gathered from his Preface, of 
Illyricus, Wilson, Simon, Ravenall, and Calmet before him, 
but he formed his own plan, and pursued his own method. 
His articles show independent treatment, and include subjects 
that hitherto had been left untouched. His extraordinary com¬
mand of Scripture and his wide reading gave him an easy 
mastery in the many subjects that a Bible dictionary must 
embrace. What was unhistorical was omitted; 'few fancies of 
the Christian Fathers, or of the Jewish or Mahometan writers 
are here inserted, as I knew not how they could be of use.' He 
courageously faced difiiculties, whether the solutions com¬
mended themselves to others or not. '1 have not wilfully kept 
back,' he naively says in concluding his brief, modest Intro¬
duction, 'the solution of any difiiculty; but it is often given, 
especially in historical articles, without the least critical noise 
or parade.' The fires of criticism that rage so fiercely today had 
not then begun to burn round the books of Scripture. The 
Conjecturings of Jean Astruc (1684-1766), the French Pro¬
fessor of Medicine, which struck the first spark in the ceaseless 
inquiry as to the Elohistic and Jehovistic strata in the Penta¬
teuch, had only recently been pubhshed (1753). No knowledge 
of them had apparently penetrated to the study-table of the 
manse at Haddington. If they had, their fire would most likely 
have been quickly quenched by a sharp drenching from the 
Scriptures themselves. 
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To produce such a Dictionary was a high adventure for one 
to undertake, compassed round with other duties, but it was 
admirably executed. If popularity be the standard of success, 
its triumph was complete. Edition after edition was called for. 
'The author,' said Rev. Dr. Fletcher of London, issuing an 
edition early in the nineteenth century, 'could never have 
anticipated the remarkable, and extensive, and established 
countenance it has obtained from the students of theology.' 
Not only students of theology gave it countenance, but it found 
its way into the homes of the people. It 'embraced both the 
situation of teacher and taught.' 

Three editions were called for during the author's life-time; 
and he 'bestowed no small pains in rendering each edition 
considerably more perfect than the former.' As to the number 
that foUowed it is impossible to say,̂  but few years elapsed 
down tin 1868, when a pubhsher did not announce a new 
edition of Brown's Bible Dictionary, revised, corrected, and 
added to by some editor. No less than five spurious editions 
were published by persons anxious to propagate their own 
pecuhar tenets, containing, as his sons (John, Ebenezer, and 
Thomas) say in issuing the fifth edition in 1807, 'sentiments 
diametrically opposed to those of the author, and replete with 
inconsistency and error.' The law of copyright held good then 
for fourteen years. But detection led to warning and suppres¬
sion. It was, however, a striking testimony to the great value 
in which the reading pubhc held the Dictionary of the minister 
of Haddington that it was exploited in these ways. 

It need scarcely be said that a work of this kind, produced 
in 1769, is bound to be largely superseded today. But it was 
well abreast of the scholarship of that age, and practically for 
the first time put its results in an interesting form in the hands 
of the people. The whole work is written with unfailing spirit, 
something quaint, racy, and memorable ghttering in almost 
every page. The articles cover all Biblical subjects and often 

' In the British Museum there are ten editions of Brown's Dictionary 
of the Bible. 
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supply information which is not normally included in more 
recent works of this kind. The author's keen interest in natural 
history shows itself in his graphic description of Bible animals. 
His linguistic gifts find fuU scope; and his ample knowledge 
of divinity and history is manifest throughout. Altogether it is 
a work that would have made the reputation of any author. 
While it revealed Brown's extraordinary powers, it proved of 
immense service to Biblical study. It was treasured as being a 
source of information on Bible themes, and acknowledged by 
not a few as being in addition a means of spiritual quickening. 

To complete the interesting bibliographical record which 
we have traced in this chapter, leaving out smaller works, we 
may add that k was not tiU 1845 that another ardent worker 
in the British field of scholarship appeared, John Kitto, with 
his Cyclopaedia of Biblical Literature. Five years later he was 
foUowed by Samuel Green with a Biblical and Theological 
Dictionary; and by Dr. John Eadie, with A Dictionary of the 
Holy Bible for the use of Young Persons. Dr. Eadie, in the 
1868 edition of Brown's Dictionary, which was revised by 
Brown's youngest son, William, contributed articles on 
Assyria, Babylonia, Media, Nineveh, Persia, Zidon, etc., in 
view of the discoveries in these lands since the earher editions 
were issued. In 1860, appeared a more ambitious project, A 
Dictionary of the Bible, in three volumes, edited by Dr. 
Wilham Smith, of classic dictionary fame. Already it has 
become antiquated. In 1896, Dr. James Hastings sketched his 
plan for a new dictionary of the Bible and gathered around him 
an array of brilliant contributors to assist him in issuing a work 
worthy of the scholarship of the age. In 1898, the first volume 
appeared, to be followed by three others in quick succession; 
and a fifth volume, containing articles of first importance that 
overflowed from the others, and later a one-volume edition. 
This projected work stirred up others; and step by step with 
Hastings' monumental production, came the Encyclopaedia 
Biblica, edited by Professor T. K . Cheyne. The publishing firm 
of John Murray also produced a Dictionary in one volume, of 
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which the main commendation was its iUustrations. Messrs. 
Dent, in 1910, brought out the latest standard work in Enghsh 
under the capable editorship of Wilham Ewing, D.D., and 
J. E . H . Thomson, D.D., both of whom, in addition to their 
scholarship, had personal experience of life in Palestine. In 
addition to these must be mentioned the Schaff-Herzog En-
cyclopœdia of Religious Knowledge, embracing Biblical, His¬
torical, Doctrmal and Practical Theology, and Bibhcal, Theo¬
logical, and Ecclesiastical Biography, in thirteen volumes, 
including the Index. The peril is now of the field being over-
tilled. 
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C H A P T E R 15 

The Professor 

We have been anticipating our story. While the labours in the 
little square room in the manse of Haddington were being 
devoted to the Dictionary and other works, the eyes of his 
Church were behag directed to the student pastor. Suddenly in 
1767, a vacancy occurred in its one professorship. From the 
first the men of the Secession recognized the supreme value of 
an educated ministry. The Universities of the country, Edin¬
burgh, Glasgow, St. Andrews, and Aberdeen, trained their 
students in a full Arts curriculum. Yet the young Church did 
not bar the door to every one who did not tread that avenue 
to the ministry. Brown himself was a notable exception. But 
the exceptions only 'proved the rule'. When, however, it came 
to the subjects of divinity, the Church claimed its own teachers, 
and provided for the instruction of its own candidates for the 
ministry. The arrangement at this period was for one professor 
to undertake the work for two months in the year under a 
curriculum extending at first over four and later over five 
years; and for presbyteries to superintend the students' further 
studies in theology during the other ten months. As the Church 
grew in numbers and the number of students increased, the 
professoriate was enlarged, and four or five professors con¬
ducted the classes instead of one. 

Since Brown sat in Glasgow at the feet of James Fisher, 
who held office till his death in 1763, the Church had had only 
one occupant of the chair, John Swanston of Kinross, who 
was appointed in 1764. Swanston was a man of handsome 
appearance, and acknowledged powers, and had the gift of 
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enkindling a love for learning in his students. For only three 
brief sessions was he permitted to serve his Church in this 
capacity. In the summer of 1767, while at Perth, he was sud¬
denly seized with an inflammatory illness, and died ere he 
could be removed to his home at Kinross, in the forty-sixth 
year of his age. One of his students was the young poet, 
Michael Bruce, who succumbed to his malady only three weeks 
after the Professor. 

Swanston's widow had troubled waters to pass through after 
this loss, and two letters of Brown's have been preserved 
which he wrote to her in her period of sorrow. They have the 
warm touch of a sympathetic heart, and a delicacy of exprès-
sion that unobtrusively hnks life, with its shortcomings and its 
sufferings, to the central source of all. 

To Mrs. Swanston, Kinross 

'DEAR M A D A M , 
'Partly forgetfulness, partly want of time, has occa¬

sioned my not writing till now; but how dehghtful that Jesus 
never forgets to show kindness, never wants time ! How proper 
He to supply the place of a husband ! no breach deserves the 
name, if it be filled up with Christ. Few women have had a 
larger breach made on them than you; yet there is more than 
enough in Isaiah 54. 5, Hos. 2. 19, 20, Jer. 49. 11, and Phil. 
4. 19, to fiU it up. Ο were your heart and mind filled to the 
brim with these! with Christ and His redeeming love! That 
would sweeten all the waters of Marah to us. It would make 
us always triumph in Christ, and make us think how good and 
wise a God, that took a husband, took children, took a brother 
from us, and out of our heart, that God Himseff might fill 
ALL, AND BE ALL IN ALL, and Icavc US no room for an idol. 
If God dry up the streams of our comfort, let us have recourse 
to Him, the fountain of living waters. Here we, though like 
wild asses' colts, may drink our fill; and here let all your 
consolation be. Into His bosom pour every complaint, every 
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request. With Him tahc on your sohtary case, of Him ask 
counsel in every perplexity. Lay the great burden of the educa¬
tion of the children on Him. 

This in haste, wishing the Lord Jesus may support you 
under your present load, and make what no doubt you reckon 
a heavy affliction work for you and yours a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory. My wife joins in comphments to 
you and children. 

Yours affectionately, 

" Ζ ^ Γ 1 Ζ : 1768. JOHN BROWN.' 

'P.S. -1 am glad to see you have a son that is hkely to have 
so much of his father, and I hope he wiU be a comfort to you. 
However, let your great comfort be placed in God. A l l created 
comforts may soon turn crosses, but Jesus will never turn a 
cross. Ο essay to suck comfort out of His fulness and His 
promises.-J.B.' 

Seventeen months later another bereavement befell her, and 
again his busy pen brought her the tender sympathy of a loyal 
friend. 

'DEAR M A D A M , 

'1 would desire to sympathize with you in your late, and 
I may say mournful repetition of a former trial. God, I see, is 
trysting you with death after death, to wean your affections 
from all creatures to Himseff. Not long ago you had, as it 
were, one on every hand of you, betwixt you and death; now 
you, as it were, stand alone, without either parent or husband. 
The only safe course now, and I hope the Lord determines 
your heart to take it, is to press near and keep near the Lord 
Jesus to supply all wants, that when parents, husbands, and 
all have forsaken you. He may take you up. I beseech you, try 
to support a sinking heart with that, "The Lord hveth, and 
blessed be my rock, and let the God of my salvation be 
exalted"; and, "Fear not, I am with thee; be not dismayed, I 
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am thy God." Promises are sweet morsels at any time, but 
especiaUy in a day of trouble. The more credit you give God 
with respect to His promises, the better it wiU fare with you 
and your seed. None perish that trust Him. Let, therefore, the 
motto of your hfe be. Looking unto Jesus for all you can need. 
With Him it is more blessed to give than to receive. Though 
indeed avoiding of proper company is wrong in one that is 
oppressed with grief, yet there is no companion for a broken 
heart like Jesus Christ. May your soul now use Him in place 
of parents and husband, and as your all and in aU; for the 
small remains of children you retain, however agreeable, are 
but vanity and vexation of spirit, in comparison with Him. 
This in haste from yours affectionately, 

JOHN BROWN.' 
HADDINGTON, 

September ISth, 1769.' 

The question of a successor to Swanston in the professorship 
of the Church was eagerly canvassed. But only one man in 
the Church seemed deserving of the honour-John Brown of 
Haddington. He might have been placed in the chair on receiv¬
ing licence, such was his mastery of Scripture tongues, and the 
vast amount of varied erudition he had even then acquired. 
But the intervening years had added immensely to his stock of 
knowledge, and he was forging his way bravely toward the 
height of his ambition, to become 'a universal scholar,' a height 
he was later sorrowfully to confess receded the higher he 
ascended. The specializing age was then on the distant 
horizon; it was the age of pluralists; and a 'pluralist' in 
leaming the young Church had in its widely-informed minister 
of Haddington-a man to whom the Scriptures in theh original 
tongues were as famihar as his own, and theology a well-tilled 
field, and church history a well-known story. 

He was requested by the Synod to do duty for the Session 
of 1767, as there was scarcely time to make a formal appoint¬
ment. In the foUowing year, at the meeting of the Synod in 
May, the regular official at the clerk's table, Andrew Cock of 
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Greenock, asked to be reheved of duty as a case was impending 
in which he was one of the principal parties, and Brown was 
chosen to act as his substitute. When the subject of the appoint¬
ment of the Professor of Divinity was reached, three Johns 
were 'put on the leet for said office'-John Smith of Dunferm-
line, John Brown of Haddington, and John Belfrage of Fal¬
kirk, all strong, capable men. But, as the record runs, 'the roll 
being called and votes marked, it was carried unanimously for 
Mr. Brown.' The post to which he was appointed with such 
acclamation he held with universal confidence for twenty 
years, to the day of his death. 

The students always assembled where, for the time being, 
the Professor was located. The two months in which they met 
were August and September. To Haddington accordingly the 
young men gathered in these autumn days, meeting in the 
Professor's church. 

If Haddington were 'the dimmest, deadest spot in the 
Creator's universe . . . the very air one breathed impregnated 
with stupidity,'1 as Jane Welsh Carlyle depicted it a few decades 
later, it would be enhvened by the incursion of this youthful 
band of students. Lying in a hollow at the foot of the southern 
slopes of the Garleton HiUs, it enjoys an air of repose. Pleasant 
walks for the students abounded, and places to stir the historic 
imagination. The old church, with its massive central tower, 
spoke of a thrilling past. To the east were Stenton, Whitting-
hame, and Halles Castle, where the ill-starred Mary, Queen 
of Scots, took temporary refuge with her third husband, after 
spending the night at Bothwell House, Haddington. Not far 
off to the south-west was the ancient fortalice of Lethington, 
once the home of the astute Maitland, the adviser and Secre¬
tary of Queen Mary, with its 'Political's Walk.' To the west, 
in the richly wooded fertile valley, was Saltoun, once the seat 
of Andrew Fletcher, the famous Scottish patriot, who died a 
little more than half a century before (1716), and who had left 
the oft-quoted saying, 'that he believed if a man were per¬

' Early Letters of Jane Welsh Carlyle, edited by David G. Ritchie. 
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mitted to make the baUads. he need not care who should make 
the laws of a nation.' From the heights of the Garleton Hills 
extensive views could be obtained of the rich agricultural lands 
of East Lothian, and with the heights breaking the horizon of 
Traprain Law, the Bass Rock, North Berwick Law, and 
Arthur's Seat, couching hke a hon watching over the metro¬
polis, and the Lammermuirs in the south, and the Firth of 
Forth in the north, and beyond the blue hiUs of Fife. Hadding-
ton, therefore, was a centre that had much to interest and 
delight the student. 

During the period of his professorship. Brown had about 
thirty students each year in attendance. They were, of course, 
at different stages in study; but he adapted his work to cover 
the whole course deemed essential for their equipment. The 
presence of these young men was a fresh sthnulus to the eager 
learner. It evoked the best he had to impart, and provided 
him with the opportunity of reaping a harvest in the various 
fields which he had so assiduously cultivated. He entertained 
a high ideal of the work to which these students were called, 
and was fired with a glowing passion to insphre them to attain. 

The session was a brief but crowded one. The Professor 
met with his students every moming at ten o'clock. Punctual 
to the minute, he was in his chair, and all required to be in 
their places. The same punctuahty did not attend the closing 
hour-it might be eleven, or twelve, or even one o'clock and 
after, ere they separated; the work mapped out for the mom-
ing had to be completed. On four days in the week-Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday-they assembled in the after¬
noon to hear students' sermons and lectures. A first-year stu¬
dent had a discourse to give, the text of which was assigned 
him on the opening day of the Hall, and which had to be 
dehvered ere the brief session closed; the second-year student 
had to dehver a lecture on a portion of Scripture, and an 
exercise with additions (a passage in Hebrew, with its meaning 
and message) from the Old Testament; the third, fourth, and 
fifth years' students had apportioned them three discourses 
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each-a lecture, a thesis, and a popular sermon. Outsiders 
were free to attend the afternoon sessions, when these sermons 
or lectures were dehvered. The students were at liberty to 
criticize one another's productions-a privilege of which they 
freely availed themselves, the Professor meanwhile guarding 
the gates of honour, and himseff closing with his criticism.^ It 
required tact and firmness, kindhness and sympathy to manage 
this part of the curriculum. And it is recorded as a proof of 
the geniality which was infused into his strict management of 
the Hall, that more of Brown's students regularly stood forth 
as critics than under any former Professor. On Wednesday 
aftemoons the students met by themselves for debate and 
discussion. On Saturdays they assembled with the Professor 
for prayer. In the evenings a session was usually held, when 
lectures were delivered on Church History. About 160 hours 
per session were thus crowded in. 

For the more efficient study of Hebrew, the Professor 
prepared a short grammar and vocabulary of his own. In 
Divinity he struck out a path for himseff, and discarded what 
was generally taught in the theological classes of Scotland at 
the time, the Medulla of the Dutch theologian, Marckius, or 
the Institutes of the Genevan Professor, Turretin. He pro¬
duced a System of his own, which he eventually pubhshed in 
1782. In Church History he mapped out no less a field than 
one covering the whole course of the Church, from the birth 
of Christ to his own day, and its conquests in various lands. 
Lectures on Practical Training were also dehvered, bearing on 
style, dehvery, conduct as a pastor, and on examples worthy 
of imitation. 

From time to time, especially when 'the System of Christian 
doctrine' was under consideration, there would spring from 
his glowing heart an impassioned sohloquy, suggested by the 
theme that was being discussed. This cuhninated in the closing 
address of the session, when men were leaving the student hfe 
proper and commencing the ministerial career. He was anxious 

' Cf. J. L. Paton, John Brown Baton, a Biography (1914), pp. 98 ff. 
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to guard against the peril of divorcing theology from religion, 
of separating the speculative from the practical side of the 
faith. The danger was by no means an unreal one, and has often 
been painfully feh. But if any were disposed to disjoin the 
dogmatic from the homiletic among Brown's students, his 
searching queries, delivered with marked intensity of feeling, 
could not but startle them out of their danger. One student' 
has preserved notes of one of these appeals, which were made 
on this fateful day. 

'Thinking this morning on your departure, two passages of 
Scripture came to my mind, and you would do well to take 
them into your serious consideration. "Have not I chosen you 
twelve, and one of you is a devil? " One may be called to special 
service, may fill a pubhc station in the Church, may be a 
preacher, may go abroad into the world and address people on 
things of deep and everlastmg importance, and yet be a devil; 
may be under the power of Satan, in a state of enmity against 
God, may be a traitor at heart, and act the part of an open 
traitor at last, may betray the Master he professed to serve, 
and come to shame and disgrace. Jesus knows aU things. "He 
searches the heart, and tries the reins of the children of men"; 
what state you are in, what are the reigning principles in your 
breasts, what are the motives you are influenced by, and what 
the ends you have in view, whether you are indeed what you 
profess and what your outward appearance would indicate-
all is known to Him. To commend a Saviour one has no love 
for; to preach a Gospel one does not believe; to pomt out the 
way to heaven, and never to have taken one step that way; to 
enforce a saving acquaintance with religion and to be an entire 
stranger to it oneself, how sad, how preposterous! Tremble, 
Ο my soul, at the thought, still more at the thing! Better 
follow the meanest occupation, than enter into the holy minis¬
try solely or chiefly to serve some secular, some selfish design. 

 Rev. David Carruthers, South Queensferry. John MacFarlane, The י
Life and Times of George Lawson, p. 351. 
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While I would be far from settmg Ihnits to the divme sov¬
ereignty, I am afraid it but seldom happens that a person is 
converted after he has become a preacher. Was there a Judas, a 
devil among the twelve?-what if there should be one for 
every twelve among you? "Lord, is it I? is it I? is it I?" 

'The other passage comes more closely home, and is still 
more alarming. "And five of them were wise and five were 
foolish." It is one half of the number here present that are 
wise, that are truly serious, prudent, and thoughtful, and wise 
unto salvation, that are savingly instructed in the mysteries 

I of salvation, in the mysteries of the kingdom, in whom 
I Christ is found, and in whose hearts He dwells by faith, who 
\ have felt His Gospel to be the power of God, and the wisdom 

of God, who have taken Hhn for their only Lord and King, 
and have given themselves unto Him. Are there so many of an 
opposite character, foolish, mere nominal Christians, in the 
same state in which you were born; who, whatever light you 
may have in your heads, have no saving grace in your hearts? 
And is the Bridegroom coming? will He come quickly, come 
at the hour that ye think not? And shall they that are ready 
enter in and the door be shut, and you stand without and cry 
for admittance, but cry in vain? How dreadful the thought, 
how fearful the issue ! I would be far, very far, from judging 
uncharitably of you; but I know the deceitfulness of the human 
heart. Surely they who propose to undertake an office, the 
design of which is to win souls, had need to be convinced, 
deeply convinced, about theh• own souls.'' 

These addresses, spoken with deep feehng at the close of 
the Session, cuhninated in a powerful and searching allocution, 
which was dehvered in 1782, and which has been many times 
reprinted. Brown was then in his sixtieth year, and the vision 
of the end was breaking upon him; 'when I am gradually 
slipping into the eternal state' were his own words. He took the 
consciences of his students to bear him witness that 'my prin-

j ' Memoir of Waugh, op. cit., pp. 48-50. 
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cipal concern was to impress your minds with the great things 
of God.' There is an intense spirituality and a consecrated 
earnestness visible in every sentence and paragraph of the 
address, while, for directness of speech and conscientious 
fervour of appeal, it is not inferior to that masterpiece of 
Pastoral Theology, The Reformed Pastor of Richard Baxter. 
Real Christians and real Christianity, he pleads for, and with 
tremendous passion the reverse he depicts in words that 
scorch with lightning fire. The ideal of the ministry and the 
work of the ministry are set forth in language that loses none 
of its point by being expressed in the apt, telUng words of 
Scripture; and the perils and temptations that beset the minis¬
terial career are outlined under searching interrogatories, that, 
piled the one upon the other, startle and arouse. The message 
which the minister should dehver is expressed in a few massive, 
comprehensive sentences, clinched with Scripture. The duties 
are cogently summed up; and, in the event of conflicts arising, 
a warning is sounded out of the mistakes in past controversies. 
He frankly tells his students, in regard to those which brought 
his own Church into being : 

'1 look upon the Secession as indeed the cause of God, but 
sorely mismanaged and dishonoured by myself and others. 
Alas! for that pride, passion, selfishness, and unconcern for 
the glory of Christ, and sphitual edification of souls, which 
has so often prevailed. Alas! for our want of due meekness, 
gentleness, holy zeal, self-denial, hearty grief for sin, coni-
passion to souls in immediate connection with us, or left in 
the Established Church, which become distinguished witnesses 
for Christ. Alas! that we did not chiefly strive to pray better, 
preach better, and live better than our neighbours.' 

On a tender note the great address closes, dwelUng on the 
encouragements and rich rewards in such service, and con-
eludes with a touching personal testimony. 

'Believe this on the testimony of God Himself; believe it on 
the testimony of all His faithful servants; and, if mine were of 
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any avail, 1 should add it, that there is no Master so kind as 
Christ, no service so pleasant and profitable as that of Christ, 
and no reward so fuU, satisfying, and permanent as that of 
Christ. Let us, therefore, begin all things from Christ; carry 
on all thmgs with and through Christ; and let all things aim 
at, and end, in Christ. "Christ is aU in aU." " 

We can weh understand the universal testimony borne by 
his students that the most profound silence reigned while he 
thus addressed them, some of whom would not retum, their 
feet being now at the entrance to their life task. Such addresses, 
delivered with his characteristic energy, fervour, and solem¬
nity, moved many of them to tears, and left a profound and 
an abiding impression. 

His grandson. Professor John Brown, D.D., of Edinburgh, 
holding an oflice in the Secession and the United Presbyterian 
Church of his day, similar to his own, but with three colleagues 
to assist, reproduced the address of his sainted predecessor 
frequently and issued large editions of it. 

But it must not be thought that the human element did not 
play a lively part in the Institution of Haddington. The Pro¬
fessor had a humour ghnting in his soul and flashing from his 
eye that charmed his students. His learning and zeal, and 
manifest, heart-whole interest in them won their esteem and 
confidence. For the testimony they bear is, 'He was among 
them as a father among his children; he loved them and 
studied their good; and they loved him, and regarded his 
counsel. No time of the year was so pleasant either to the 
Professor or the students, as the two months of their attendance 
at the Divinity Hall.'^ 

' His successor, George Lawson, Selkirk, on one occasion, instead of 
giving a 'Valedictory,' read 'a few passages out of his venerable pre¬
decessor's address. He took up the book and began to read. So affect¬
ing, however, were the ideas that he could not proceed. The tears 
flowed down his cheeks. The students caught the infection, and the 
Hall, for the nonce, became a Bochim.' {Life of Lawson, op. cit., p. 
351.) 
' Memoir of Waugli, op. cit., ρ 48. 
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So we read in the hfe of Dr. Alexander Waugh of London, 
one of the founders of the London Missionary Society. Yet 
Waugh hhnself came under his lash. He entered the Divmity 
HaU fresh from Edinburgh University, and stiU under the speU 
of that philosophical master, Samuel Fergusson. Brown 
assigned him a text on which to prepare a sermon, Romans 8. 
2. Here was a chance for a phUosophic flight, of which, like a 
young student, he availed himself. The Professor listened 
patiently to his discourse, to the end; and, after the students 
had passed their criticism, he brushed the whole production 
aside with a withering sentence and a flash of his dark, kind¬
ling eye. '1 hope I shall never hear such a discourse again in 
this place.' It so shook the briUiant young student that it well-
nigh pitched him out of the ministerial career altogether. A 
friend wisely counselled Waugh as to the folly of such proce¬
dure. The cloud passed. Professor and student recognized each 
other's character and aims; and no stronger bond of friendship 
existed between teacher and taught than between these two. 
Gently did the Professor lead the sensitive and aspiring 
student into his confidence. On one occasion he recognized he 
must speak to him as to some delinquency. He did not summon 
him before the class, 'to meet with me at the end of the hour.' 
He said he wished to meet with the students from the border 
district (Waugh was from Kelso). When they assembled, 'Oh ! ' 
he said, 'Sandy Waugh wiU do,' and dismissed the others. 

The Professor carried his supervision further than the 
studies of his students. When he saw apparent cause, he 
deliberately inquired into their financial circumstances, and, 
though his own finances were not abundant, he assisted those 
who through poverty would have been unable to continue all 
the session.' 

Their general conduct he considered it necessary also to 

 Lauchlan MacLean WaU, Scottish Life and Poetry, p. 339, speaks •י
of them as 'poor struggling students of a poor Church.' They were 
far from this description; most of them were sons of those in com¬
fortable positions. A few came from homes where the shoe pinched; 
but their poverty was no dishonour. 
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superintend. He was, we have seen, a firm behever m the 
virtues of early rising. A succession of students he was wont 
to visit at their lodgings between the hours of six and eight 
in the morning.' He was not concerned about the lateness of 
the hour of retiring, believmg that the candle could not burn 
at both ends, and early to rise implied early to bed. The houses 
in which the students lodged were mostly those of members of 
his own congregation, so that he had practically free access to 
their rooms. Not a few were startled out of their slumbers by 
a loud and peremptory challenge, that was occasionally helped 
by a poke from the pastoral staff. On looking up they saw the 
grave Professor, who sternly rebuked them forthwith as slug¬
gards. But the student brain was quick to devise devices against 
such unexpected professorial visits. Plans were arranged with 
the landlady to apprise the slumberer, when she heard the 
approach of the Professor's step. She was to burst the door 
suddenly open, and immediately the student leapt to the floor, 
dropped into a chair, and pored over a divinity tome, lying 
conveniently open. The Professor, when he beheld the figure 
in undress so assiduously studying, complimented him on his 
devotion to his work, but cautioned him against the peril of 
sitting in his night garments in the early morning. Sometimes 
the signal was too late in being recognized, and the slumberer 
would shp out of his bed-clothes, and underneath the bed; 
and was comforted by hearing the retreating Professor say to 
the landlady, 'Ah, he's up, good lad, and out for an early 
walk.' 

At other times than in the early moming, he was wont to 
drop in upon his students. One day he entered a room where 
a number were assembled. A hot discussion was absorbmg 
their attention, and every tongue was asserting itself. Amid 
the din, the knock unheard, the door was opened and the 

 Does the practice still continue? 'The Principal had been round to ־
some of the lodgings; the first thing he did was to thrust his walking-
stick up the chimney to see if it was stuffed with newspapers. "I won't 
have my men working in poisoned air," he said.' John Brown Paton, 
op. cit., p. 95. Nottingham College. 
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Professor stood on the threshold. 'Gentlemen,' he said, with 
a merry twinkle in his eye, 'the Spectator says never more than 
six should speak at once.' Silence fell in a moment; but the 
roguish laughter of the Professor restored good-humour 
among the too ardent disputants. 

He was quick in seizing a situation and summing it up in 
a few crisp words. A youth called on him, expressing his desire 
to become a preacher of the Gospel. He rapidly sized him up, 
as strong in conceit and weak in intellect, and advised him 
to continue at his present occupation. 'But I wish to preach 
and glorify God,' the youth protested. 'My young friend,' re-
phed the Professor, 'a man may glorify God making broom 
besoms; stick to your trade, and glorify God by your walk 
and conversation.' 

Among his students was George Lawson, of Selkirk, the 
Scottish 'Socrates,' as Carlyle called him. Lawson, who hailed 
from Halhnyre, West Linton, Peeblesshire, was gifted with 
extraordinary powers of memory. He came to Haddington one 
session without his Hebrew Bible, which was too bulky to be 
packed. Several long passages had been prescribed to be read 
that year. Lawson not only read them, but stored them in his 
memory, and left the ponderous tomes behind. When called to 
read in the class, the Professor observed that he had no Bible 
in his hand, and requested an explanation. "I could not con¬
veniently bring my Hebrew Bible,' he said, 'but I do not require 
one. I have committed it all to memory and can repeat it all.' 
With his memory ran his humour, which brought a kmdly 
retort from his Professor, who had high appreciation of his 
talents. On one occasion Brown left the room for a few 
minutes; Lawson mounted the Professor's chair, and com¬
menced to address the students in the professorial tone. On 
returning, the Professor, hearing ominous sounds from within, 
listened for a few moments at the door, tiU the voice ceased. 
On taking the chair again, he very good-naturedly remarked, 
to the dehght of the astounded class, '1 perceive I have akeady 
got a successor.' As a matter of fact, Lawson did succeed him 
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in the professorship, and, m honour of his remarkable gifts, 
was the first in the Secession ministry to receive the degree of 
D.D. from a Scottish University-Aberdeen. 

Another of his students was Dr. James Husband of Dun-
fermhne. When at the Hall, he called upon the Professor as he 
was setting out for Gilford, a few miles from Haddington, in 
order to clear up some perplexity regarding the doctrines of 
grace, on which that week Brown had been lecturing. 'Come 
awa' wi' me, and I'll expound that; but when I'm speaking, 
look you after my feet.' They passed through the town, and on 
to a rough bit of common. The eager, full-minded man was in 
the midst of the unfolding of the divine scheme, and his 
student was intensely drinking in his words, but forgetting his 
part of the bargain. Suddenly his master stumbled and fell. On 
getting up he somewhat sharply said, 'James, the grace of God 
can do much; but it cannot gi'e a man common sense,' which 
is as good theology as sense, says his great-grandson in 
relating the story. 

Among the early students of his professoriate was the Pro¬
fessor's eldest son, John, who was settled ultimately at Whit-
bum. He was followed three years later by his brother Eben-
ezer, who received the appointment to the church at Inver-
keithing. The elder brother was staid and sober, the younger 
fuh of animal spirits in those early days, and his bright 
twinkling eyes were usuaUy on the lookout for the amusing 
and unexpected, though in after-years he became one of Scot¬
land's greatest preachers, admired of Lord Brougham and 
Lord Jeffrey. But now the gay vivacity and flash of youth 
throbbed in his soul. 

In the aftemoons, as has been stated, it was customary to 
hear the students' discourses in the church. It occurred to 
young Ebenezer that, as trembhngly man after man took his 
stand for twenty minutes or so in the boxed-in pulpit, he 
might there hide himself and enjoy helping the preacher in his 
anxious task. He selected the aftemoon on which his brother 
was to preach. When John had commenced his sermon, he 
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was seen to be much agitated. Occasionally he turned round 
and appeared to be remonstrating with somebody beneath the 
pulpit seat. The Professor took in the situation at once, and a 
stern 'Come down, sir,' brought Ebenezer out of his lurking-
place where he had secreted himself that he might 'jag' his 
brother's legs with a pin while he was holding forth. 

A human atmosphere was redolent of the Hall, and its 
varied experiences were a treasured memory. The foundations 
of a ministerial career were carefully and prayerfully laid; and 
a stimulus was imparted to build the edifice with a joyous 
enthusiasm. Throughout the work of the sessions there 
breathed a kindhness and a sympathy with young minds that 
after-years more clearly revealed. It made Haddington a green 
spot in the retrospect of memory, and the Professor a friend 
in whose eyes lethargy and indifference were a hemous sin, 
and loyalty to the Cross, love to the Master, and devotion to 
His cause a first and a consuming passion. 
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C H A P T E R 16 

The Professor and his Students 

About one hundred and eighty students in all passed through 
the Theological Institution of Haddington. Though in the five 
years which their traming demanded, it was only ten months 
that really were spent under the immediate supervision of the 
Professor, the period left its deep impress upon them. A few 
turned out failures, and a few succumbed, hke Michael Bruce, 
to the maladies that cut down our youth; but the vast majority 
entered the ministry, some going as missionaries to America, 
then opening its wonders to the nations of Europe. Not a few 
reached high distinction in the Church, and became leaders 
in the religious life and activities of the country. Ά giant him¬
self,' says Dr. MacFariane, 'Brown gave birth to giants. The 
piety, leaming, and soundness in the faith, for which the Had-
dington students were justly esteemed, greatly contributed to 
the influence and usefulness of the young Secession." 

Besides those akeady referred to. Dr. George Lawson of 
Selkirk, Dr. James Husband of Dunfermhne, and Dr. Alexan¬
der Waugh of London, there were men of the stamp of David 
Greig of Lochgelly, Fife, strong as a theologian, and spoken of 
in his day and long after as 'Greig, the Divine,' the presiding 
Moderator at the union of the two branches of the Secession in 
1820; Dr. James HaU of Cumnock and first minister of 
Broughton Place Church, Edinburgh, one of the foremost 
champions in the Old Light controversy; Dr. Robert Jack of 
Greenock, and afterwards of Manchester, noted for his remark¬
able pulpit gifts, and invariably described as 'silver-tongued'; 

' Life of Lawson, op. cit., p. 272. 
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Dr. John Dick, of Slateford. and afterwards of Greyfriars 
Church, Glasgow, first Professor of the United Secession 
Church, whose lectures in Theology had a wide reputation; Dr. 
John Smart of Stirhng. a successor of Ebenezer Erskme, a 
commanding figure in the midlands of Scotland; Dr. William 
Kidston of Kennoway, Fife, and first minister of Sydney Place 
Church, Glasgow, widely known for his varied services, a 
Clerk of Synod, and Moderator at the union of the Secession 
and Rehef Churches in 1847; Dr. John Jamieson of Scone, 
Perthshire, spared to serve his congregation and Church for 
sixty-two years, a man of high attainment and broad outlook; 
Dr. James Peddie of Bristo Church, Edinburgh, who spoke of 
his Professor as that 'venerable man whom may skill part from 
my right hand if I ever forget, a man to whose learning and 
piety, and indefatigable dihgence the Secession entrusted the 
care of training her young men for the ministry; and to whose 
instruction, counsels, and prayers I ascribe, under God, much 
of what httle usefulness I may have attained during a long 
period of ministration in the Church.' 

The fist might be easily increased; but two others may be 
mentioned. One was Andrew Swanston, a son of Brown's 
predecessor. His remarkably brilliant powers were over¬
shadowed by a conscience of extreme sensitiveness. He was 
greatly beloved and held in highest esteem by aU who knew 
him. Dr. Peddie acknowledged that it was Andrew Swanston 
who gave him an idea of what an exposition should be. But the 
Secession Church, which his father adorned, had defects that 
cost it his allegiance. Other denominations he tried, one after 
another, but they all failed to reach his standard. When he 
died, his old Professor said, 'Well, Andrew has got a Church 
now that will please him ! ' Another of his men was Wilham 
Skirving, one of the pohtical martyrs of the age. After a few 
sessions at the Hall, he turned aside to the pursuit of farming 
on his estate of Strathruddrie in Fife. He was author of a work 
on agriculture, and became a candidate for the Professorship 
of Agriculture in the University of Edinburgh. He joined the 
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'British Convention,' or 'The General Association of the 
Friends of the People.' a society whose aim was to secure 
greater pohtical freedom, but which, under the Dundas 'des¬
potism,' was repressed with a ruthless hand. He was appointed 
secretary to the movement, but for his active propaganda he 
was condemned in 1794 to transportation for fourteen years. 
While undergoing this sentence, he died of dysentery at Botany 
Bay. His name is inscribed on the monument to the 'Political 
Martyrs,' in the Calton burying-ground, Edinburgh.' 

It was an unvarying habit of the Professor to foUow his 
students with a kindly letter when they began their ministerial 
career. He had individual knowledge of them, and could lay his 
finger on their weakness and on their strengtii. Thek master's 
greeting was welcome, because it was personal and sincere. 
Sometimes when there were competing caUs, and the Supreme 
Court of the Church despatched them to one sphere, while they 
had strong preference for another, the sense of justice was 
offended. Sometimes the task in front of them filled them with 
dismay, before which they were disposed to shrink. The Pro¬
fessor had a word in season for each. 

To Alexander Waugh, his keenly inteUectual student, hesi¬
tating to proceed to 'hcence' by his Presbytery, he addressed a 
letter affectionate but faithful. When a student had completed 
all the studies preparatory to the ministry, his next duty was 
to obtain licence to preach from the Presbytery within whose 
bounds he resided. Waugh dreaded taking this step. He was 
slow in composition, doubted his abihty to produce sermons 
acceptable or profitable, and was afraid his lot might be that 
of a 'stickit minister.' In addition, the responsibihties of the 
office seemed to weigh heavily upon him. Thus he drifted into 
great uneasmess and perplexity. Friends tendered affectionate 
counsels of encouragement. There came a letter from the 

Along with four others, Thomas Muir, Thomas Fyshe Palmer 
Maurice Margarot, and Joseph Gerrald. On the base of tKonument 
.s inscribed a sentence from Skirving's speech in the Courî of Ĵ st" 
SlJreSd'' 'י^^^" יי״"'' יי •''^י "̂  these two days ^״״נ׳ ״̂
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warm heart at Haddington, a letter that breathed of that tender 
interest and faithful freedom so characteristic of its author in 
his intercourse with his students/ 

To Alexander Waugh 

'The hint I heard concerning Mr. BlackhaU'̂  vexed me. 1 
have written to him, and I hope he will be up at the Presby¬
tery. I beg you will have all your trials ready. Cast your 
burdens on the Lord; but beware of any attempt to slight 
what in Providence you are called to, otherwise the Lord may 
avenge it on you while you live. God makes our strength as 
our days are. Cast all your care on Him. I am far from thinking 
it a token that a man is not called, that he, when it comes near 
to the point, is terrified. Christ got forty days of sad tempta¬
tion, before He was licensed to preach the Gospel (Matt. 4). 
But if we wiU sit God's time, the consequences are apt to be 
dangerous. My advice to you is, to make a solemn surrender 
of yourself to God, before coming to the Presbytery. I hope 
the Lord has let some of the wind out of you, that I thought 
was in you when first I knew you. Beg of Him to fill its room 
with Himself and His grace. 

Yours affectionately, 
HADDINGTON, JOHN BROWN.' 

February 13//(, 1779.' 

Waugh, happily for the Church, was amenable to the advice 
of his Professor and friends, and soon justified their decision 
by proving an able and acceptable preacher. In a short time 
he was called to minister to a newly-formed congregation in 
Newton St. BosweUs, that is today an important centre on the 

' Memoir of Waugli, op. cit., p. 75. 
' John Blackhall, a fellow student of Waugh's, from Selkirk; called 
to School Wynd Church, Dundee, which he refused to accept because 
there seemed to be some fatality that hung over the lives of its min¬
isters: afterwards to Berwick (now Wallace Green, where Principal 
Cairns ministered, 1845-76); ordained, January 5th, 1782; laboured for 
thirty-one years; died March 5th, 1813. 
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railway system of the Border countries, but was then a 
strugghng village. It was hardly worthy of his talents-it only 
numbered some thirty members; and it seemed like wasting 
his sweetness on the desert air to minister to such a handful. 
But a letter' from his watchful and faithful Professor placed 
matters in a different light, and enabled him to see larger 
possibilities than he imagined in so small a sphere. 

'1 know the vanity of your heart,' wrote the Professor, 'and 
that you will feel mortified that your congregation is very 
small in comparison with those of your brethren around you; 
but assure yourself, on the word of an old man, that when 
you come to give an account of them to the Lord Christ, at 
His judgment-seat, you will think you have had enough.' The 
appeal of the brief letter to the sensitive and diffident preacher 
sank deep into his susceptible mind, and he accepted the 
charge. He was only privileged to labour in it for two years, 
when, after three successive calls, he responded to the invita¬
tion to go to Wells Street, now Oxendon Church, London; and 
often in his crowded ministry in the metropohs he recalled 
gratefully the sharp reminder of his Professor concerning the 
heavy responsibility of fulfilling his trust. 

This instance of affectionate interest in the young men that 
left the Divinity Hall at Haddington, withal so frank and 
candid, was typical of his dealings with them. Brown possessed 
the happy gift of blending the dignity of the teacher with the 
affection of the friend; and he was repaid with the treasured 
homage of attachment and esteem. 

In the course of a few years he issued a series of letters on 
Gospel Preaching, and on Behaviour of Ministers, which, 
when he dehvered their substance at the Hall, he was wont to 
cause his students to transcribe. The letters on Gospel Preach¬
ing number six; they express the characteristic thought of the 
time, but are direct, concise, and vigorous, pressing home the 
individual aspect of salvation. In the first, he dwells on the 
penl of presenting the Gospel without any definite and distinct 

• Memoir of Waugh, op. cit., p. 91. 
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message; it is possible to preach 'a multitude of the precious 
truths of Christ, without ever preaching the Gospel of Christ,' 
and then he follows with examples. In the second he shows, 
in brief compass, what is needed to 'hold forth Christ as God's 
free gift' and our all and in all. The thkd carries him to an 
earnest appeal for a personal experience of the truths 
declared, that thereby the whole message may be rightly com¬
municated, every truth in hs order, for 'the misplacing of a 
single truth, hke the misplacement of a single wheel in a clock, 
may derange the whole sermon.' The next letter is an exhorta¬
tion to show the two sides of the shield in preaching, not dweU-
ing always, or even long, on such cutting, alarming subjects, 
as man's sin and suffering in consequence, and to make certain 
that the Gospel is 'held forth in its suitableness, amiableness, 
and love, in order to encourage, captivate, meU, and draw the 
sinner's heart.' The fifth letter leads him to an earnest appeal 
to see that first things come first in the great news; and the last 
exhibits, in nine brief paragraphs, what union with Christ, the 
very essence of the Gospel, imphes. 

But the Haddington Professor was not oblivious to the 
practical aspects of the work his men had to do. He was equally 
sohcitous that, along with sound preaching, there should be 
exemplary hving. He was deeply conscious of the unspeakable 
harm done to rehgion through lowering the standard of hfe 
required of those in the ministry, and as convinced of the 
immense service rendered to the cause by hves that sparkled 
in the sunshine, wherever cast. He reminded his students, there¬
fore, of the necessity of 'Exemplary Behaviour' on theh• part, 
in a series of ten letters. They are epistles that bathe the reader 
in the white light of noonday, and are starred with Scripture 
citations, and this N.B. : 'It is earnestly requested of the 
Reader of these Letters, that he will, as he proceeds, turn up 
and muse on the passages of Scripture cited in them, as the 
means of shedding light on the reasonmg, and of imparting 
divine force to the exhortations contained in them.' 

In the first, he directs attention to the preacher's call, and 
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to his personal character, which must be above suspicion, 
whatever eloquence or eminence in leaming may be his. In the 
second, he cautions him not to envy the fame or success of 
others, to avoid contentions, to restrain aU tendencies to anger, 
and to 'shun every appearance of, or approach to, intemperance 
m eating and drinking, and all temptation thereto.' In the next, 
he turns to the Christian graces that ought to be cultivated! 
and to the claims and obligations of the home, in the choice of 
a helpmeet, the education of the children, and the attitude 
toward servants in respect to their 'proper work and wages 
and careful instruction.' The fourth letter portrays the be¬
coming conduct in relation to those outside, 'mankind in 
general.' Replete with judicious hints, it urges, among other 
thmgs, that 'prudence is necessary in guarding against the 
advances of designing men, who hypocritically pretend to 
esteem and love you; in avoiding the unbridled rage of enemies; 
m attendmg not only to that which is lawful, but also to that 
which is expedient; in keeping within the limits of your 
station, while you are endeavouring to extirpate evil, and 
promote what is good; in never correcting evils by that which 
will prove as hurtful, or more so; in studying to suppress the 
fame of your good deeds, if it be hkely that it will be perverted 
to a bad use; and in never meddling with, or even inquiring 
into, those thmgs which do not concem you.' 

The succeeding letter is an inculcation of the duty of main-
taming habits of study, with special emphasis on the value of 
an intimate acquaintance with the Oracles of God, especially 
m their original languages, which, to the pubhc disgrace of 
even Protestant Churches, are but too httle known,' from 
which he passes to the spirit of dependence, and devotion to 
ministerial work, and the relation of such workers to their 
hearers-an affecüonate interest, a tender sympathy, and a 
broad tolerance with them. This leads in the sixth letter to the 
manner and method of preaching, in which he utters a waming 
to avoid everything which tends to darken or disgrace your 
discourses; or which tends to provoke or prejudice any of 
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your hearers; such as a hurried, indistinct, or drawhng pro¬
nunciation. awkward gestures, wild or tedious wanderings from 
the subject, curious and useless questions,' followed by sug¬
gestions on visiting and catechizing. In the next three letters, 
he directs attention to the different classes of hearers, and the 
message that is suitable to their peculiar needs. While com¬
mending fidehty, he at the same time urges sympathy with 
them in their varied and peculiar circumstances, so as to win 
them for the kingdom. The last letter is devoted to the spirit in 
which the sacraments of the Church are to be observed; and 
to the dignity and responsibilities of the office which a minister 
of the Gospel has to fiU. 

Wide and valuable are the suggestions made throughout 
these letters, not one sentence of which is without a Biblical 
reference. They reveal keen sympathy with the perils and 
temptations that beset the ministerial office, and provide a 
stimulus to the hearty discharge of the duties it imposes. The 
glowing heart behind them is as manifest as their saneness and 
sagacity. They are a compendium of pastoral theology as 
complete as many of the elaborate treatises on the subject 
which later times have produced, while none of these equal 
them in the wealth of Scripture that is employed to sub¬
stantiate every statement made. 

C H A P T E R 17 

The Home at Haddington 

The home at Haddington was brightened by the presence of 
the Divinity students, assembling for their two months of 
arduous training. But the presiding genius was not long spared 
to give welcome to the successive bands of young men. Mrs. 
Brown had only seen her husband honoured with the Professor¬
ship of his Church for three years when she was called away. 
Often had the angel of death visited her roof during the years 
of her married life, and had borne away six of her children in 
their infancy. Only two were left-John, the elder, bom in 
1754, and Ebenezer, bom in 1758. John entered the University 
of Edinburgh at an early age, as was common in those days. 
Like a youth, he was sometimes forgetful of his home obliga¬
tions; and the following motherly letter shows the watchful, 
generous, anxious heart, careful of all that concems her boy : 
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Mrs. Brown to her Son 

'DEAR JOHNY, 

'1 received yours this day by Mrs. Lowney. I was 
wearying very much to hear from you. Your father and I were 
in full expectation to have heard from you last week, and, 
when no word came, we were somewhat uneasy. I think you 
have only written to us once since you went last from us. You 
should never let two weeks pass without writing us. We are all 
pretty well. Be sure to send out your fouU (soiled) clothes this 
week. And I suppose you will be needing money : write us, 
and not straiten yourself; only do not buy books foolishly 

[155] 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


that you have no need of. . . . Little Janey Hunter died of 
the small-pox yesterday. We have great need to improve the 
present moments we enjoy for eternity; we know not how few 
they may be. Dear Johny, youth is a precious time; lett it not 
shp without being concerned that Christ be yours and you 
be His. 

Yours affectly, 
HADDINGTON, JANET BROWN. 

February 14//1, 1771.' 

On May 10th, 1771, Mrs. Brown passed to her rest, at the 
age of thirty-eight, and was buried at Haddington. 

Speaking of her death, the bereaved pastor said: '1 con¬
fidently trust she went to her first and best husband.' He wrote 
to an old friend regarding his loss, expressing himself some¬
what severely, as was characteristic of the period, on his own 
shortcomings in view of the passage of time and its missed 
opportunities. 

'1 am the old man still, sinning over the belly of troubles, 
convictions, and everything else. Only God can teU how incon¬
sistent my sermons and inward life before God are; and yet, 
after all, I cannot say He is "a barren wilderness or land of 
drought." Even yesterday He seemed to smile, and enable my 
soul to say. Amen, to the last clause of Zech. 13. 9. In short, 
my hfe is and has been a kind of almost perpetual strife 
between God and my soul. He strives to overcome my enmity 
and wickedness with His mercies, and I strive to overcome 
His mercy with my enmity and wickedness. Astonishingly kind 
on His side, but worse than diabolically wicked on mine ! After 
aU, I wish and hope that He, not I, may obtain the victory at 
last. Time not allowing me to enlarge, I conclude requesting 
your earnest prayers for me, and my congregation and students. 
One thing galls me with respect to my departed consort : that 
I did so httle for the furtherance of her spiritual comfort and 
eternal salvation, and profited so little by her. Take heed, you 
and J—, and play not the fool as I did.' 
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But though shadowed days fell on the Manse household 
from thne to time, the two boys were lively in their moods, 
and were in the heart of many a frolic. Ebenezer kept the times 
merry, and was heedless of the consequences of his pranks. On 
a sacramental occasion at Haddington, a meat pie had been 
prepared for dinner in the manse. There was a gathering of 
ministers, and the services were long for a hungry boy. 
Ebenezer obtamed his chance, and carefully removed the 
crust of the pie, and abstracted the meat. He as carefully filled 
the pie-dish with grass, and replaced the crust. When the party 
gathered round the festive board, and the crust was broken, 
to the amazement of the host and his friends, the green herb ap¬
peared, with a card on which was inscribed, ' A l l flesh is grass.' 

In the garden behind the manse, well stocked with its fruit-
trees, there was a jargonelle pear-tree whose produce the master 
strictly guarded. The apples, pears, gooseberries, and other 
fruit might be taken at liberty; but the Professor considered 
this as his specialty, and prohibition was laid on its luscious 
fruit. This scarcely coincided with Ebenezer's idea of the fitness 
of things. He saw the last of the tempting pears in the late 
autumn; and, throwing a sop to Cerberus, he donned the 
parental boots and captured the prize. The pears were missed, 
but the footprints of the culprit were distmctly visible. Sus¬
picion fell on Ebenezer, and his boots were tried-in vain. 
'Suppose we try your boots, father,' suggested Ebenezer. They 
were tried and fitted exactly. 'How did you know. Eben, my 
boots would fit?' at once queried the parent with a significant 
lifting of the eyebrows. 

But Ebenezer had his thoughtful moments; and the death 
of his mother profoundly touched him. He was then little 
more than twelve years of age, and with this sad event his 
mmd sought the deeper channels. Not long after his mother 
was laid to rest, he was prostrated with fever. His father 
tenderiy nursed him. As he sat by his bedside one day reading 
a newspaper, the youth turned his eager eyes upon him and 
startled him by saying, 'Father, you are reading the account 
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of my death.' 'No, my man, you are not dead.' 'Oh, yes, 1 
am, but m the papers it does not give my name; it only says 
" A Young Man. '" From the fever he rose a new man, not 
sombre or austere, but whh life tinghng whh higher things. 

In the year 1771, with its sad memories, there began an active 
correspondence between the pastor at Haddington and the 
Countess of Huntingdon, a correspondence about which the 
Professor, in his modesty, never spoke to any one in his life¬
time. Sehna Hastings, Countess of Huntingdon,' was one of 
the most remarkable women in England in the eighteenth 
century. Born in 1707, daughter of the ancient and honourable 
house of Shirley, married to the Earl of Huntingdon, she 
evinced from her earliest years an interest in spiritual things, 
and throughout her long life (she died in 1795) her heart 
glowed with a passion for the spiritual uplift of her country. 
She lost her husband in 1746, but, possessed of considerable 
means, she used it with a lavish hand to further the work of 
Whitefield and Wesley. Claiming the privileges of a peer, or 
rather peeress, she employed chaplains of her own, who had 
access at first to many Church of England pulpits. To equip 
men of the right stamp for the ministry, she founded a college 
at Trevecca, in Breconshire, in 1768, over which the saintly 
Fletcher of Madeley for a time presided. From it went forth a 
constant stream of men fired with a holy zeal to preach the 
Gospel. Many of them were admitted into the Church of 
England ministry, but by and by the Bishops resented their 
admission, as they were wandering preachers, and barred the 
door against them. Very unwillingly, but of necessity, the 
Countess consented to her students being ordained by men in 
her connexion, as it was caUed, who had episcopal ordination. 
This led to exclusion from the Church of England; and thus 
the community which her efforts gathered came to lead a 
separate existence. Today it is practically absorbed in the 
Congregational Church. 

' The Life and Times of Selina. tlie Countess of Huntingdon, by a 
member of the Houses of Shirley and Hastings. Two vols., 1839-40. 
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The early years of the coUege at Trevecca' had its difficul¬
ties in obtaining men of evangelical spkit and the necessary 
leaming, to teach the youths who came up with untutored 
minds, but with fervent, Christ-filled hearts, to prepare for 
the ministry. The Countess was anxious also about the doc¬
trines taught to the rising youth. The old controversy between 
free-will and free grace began to show its ugly teeth in the 
rising time of evangelical fervour. The Wesleys took a strong 
stand for the former; the Countess and her supporters, such 
as Toplady and Whitefield, championed the supremacy of the 
latter. John Wesley and the Countess parted at this crisis, 
although one aim animated both, and directed and inspired ah 
their energies, to win the nation and the world to a living 
faith. John Wesley at the time was preparing to conduct the 
second anniversary of the new college; but the controversy, 
though then in its infancy, blocked the way. Already had the 
Countess determined on her course, and with that course the 
Haddington Professor was in fullest sympathy. 

By the works he had issued, and especially by his Bible 
Dictionary, Brown's name was being carried far beyond his 
own denomination. The views he had enunciated in the Die-
tionary on the buming questions of the hour were clear and 
concise; and his work proved an armoury for weapons in the 
controversy. His opmions commended themselves to the 
Countess; and she was desirous to know at greater length his 
mind on the great subject of justification by faith. This led to a 
series of articles from his pen, which appeared from thne to time 
in the Gospel Magazine and Theological Miscellany, between 
the years 1770 and 1776. Most of the letters that passed between 
the Countess and the Professor have been lost, but one or two 
have been preserved. In the following, the writer gets away 
from the commonplaces of hfe and into the higher regions, 
where he expresses himseff with a fuhiess that is amazing. 

^hlr״״^f f t^t  P,^^^ Cheshunt, a few miles from London" "^'י!? '
t i rlmhrinL^^ Countess's death. In 1905, the college was transferred 
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To the Countess of Huntingdon 
' M A D A M , 

'In consequence of a message from the Rev. Mr. Shirley 1 
have, so far as the late death of a dear consort, and penury of 
time permitted, thrown together a few thoughts upon the 
doctrine of justification through Jesus' blood, that great foun¬
dation of all our hoUness and comfort, and transmitted them 
to your care. But, since the High and Lofty One that inhabits 
eternity appears to have singled you out as one of the not many 
that are called, has espoused you to His Son, and rendered 
you an eternal, a distinguished debtor to the exceeding riches 
of His grace, and a zealous contender for the leading pomts 
once dehvered to the saints, might not I, an unknown and 
inconsiderable friend of the Bridegroom, for your encourage¬
ment, speak a word m His behalf? 

'Truly, Noble Lady, let your life have Christ for its all and 
in all (Phil. 1. 21). Let it be a looking to Christ, a coming to 
Christ, a receiving out of Christ's fulness, a resting on, and 
rejoicing in Christ; and, in fine, a worshipping and serving of 
the Lord Christ. Amidst all the temptations of a high life, let 
your meditation on Him be sweet. When you awake, may you 
still be with Him ! 

'What are aU the dignities, the glories of creation, in respect 
of Him, the brighmess of His Father's glory, the King, the God 
of glory? O l sweet to us! the man, God's fellow! the Word 
made flesh! God bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh! 
Our Brother born for adversity! Our Friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother! Immanuel, God with us! Our Mediator 
between God and us! Thrice blessed, thrice wondrous, and 
effectual means of reconcilement! Blessed surety of the better 
testament, that undertook and paid our infinite debt, till God 
' Walter Shirley (1725-86), fourth son of the Hon. Laurence Shirley, 
and first cousin to the Countess of Huntingdon rector of Loughrea, 
Co Galway. He was in full sympathy with the Countess in her work, 
and sided with her in the above controversy He ^̂ êd ô ̂ he Estab¬
lished Church to the end. He was the author of some hymns. His 
portrait hangs in the library of Cheshunt College, Cambridge, in the 
founding of ihich college at Trevecca he took an active part. 
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could take no more ! Powerful Redeemer, that takes us a prey 
from the mighty, and dehvers us, the lawful captives ! Blessed 
Prophet, to whom God hath given the tongue of the leamed to 
speak words in season to our weary souls, and whose words 
are spirit and hfe, and like new wine that goes down sweetly -
they cause our dull and dumb hearts to sing! Great High¬
Priest of things to come, that loved us and gave Himself for 
us! All-prevailing Advocate with the Father, that welcomes 
us, with all our perplexed cases, and desperate-hke cases ! Our 
Prince of Peace, to command dehverance for us, subdue our 
mighty lusts, defend and support us against every foe ! 

'Behold, Madam, what the Son of God, in our nature, is to 
you ! Your Shepherd to support you against want, to lead you 
beside the stiU waters of His everlasting love. His redeeming 
blood. His new-covenant promise, to restore your soul again, 
and make you walk in the paths of righteousness, for His 
name's sake. Your Father that has begotten you to a lively 
hope, to be an heir of God, a joint-heir with Christ; your 
divine Husband that rejoices over you with singing, and rests 
in His love; your boast, your bhss, your rock, your refuge, 
your comforter and comfort; in fine, your God and your all. 
Methinks your ravished heart criest out, "Is the Son of God 
so much to me, and, ah ! do I regard Him so little? Has He so 
httle room in my heart? and am I of so httle use, so httle 
service to Him?" 

'Think again. Did the eternal God pass by lofty angels, pass 
by milhons of men, pass by multitudes of my fellow-nobles, 
and think of me, no better than the worst? engage for me? 
obey the rigid law, and bear infinite wrath for me? rise and 
ascend for me? pour forth unceasing prayers for me? send His 
word to heal me? and, at last, in a pang of almighty love, 
break in, notwithstanding all that the world from around, heU 
from beneath, inexpressible guilt and raging conruptions from 
within, could do to oppose Him, and fix His etemal residence 
in that hidden heU, my heart? Ο day of power, indeed, in 
which He made me, so outrageous an enemy, willing to be 
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what He pleased; when my haughtmess was brought down, 
when aU the unnumbered idols of my heart were tumbled head¬
long, and the Lord alone was exalted! Ο thne of love, when 
Jesus came to me in my blood, and said to me. Live; when 
my soul was courted with the words, the sighs, the bloody tears, 
dying groans, of an incarnate God! How my heart bumed 
within me while He taUced with me, and opened the Scriptures ! 
when He rehearsed, in the manner of the Godhead, the story 
of His everlasting love to me ! when He showed me His pierced 
hands. His wounded side. His melted heart! How was my 
soul then all captivated, all inflamed with His love! If I love 
not the Lord Jesus let me be anathema maranatha. Blessed 
day of espousals, when He betrothed me to Himself in right¬
eousness and in judgment, and in loving-kindness and in 
mercies; yea, even betrothed me to Him in faithfuhiess, and 
made me know the Lord! when He made stupid, obstinate, 
and unreasonable me, to reason together with Him, till He 
washed me in His blood, clothed me in His righteousness, 
made my scarlet, my crimson transgressions white as wool and 
snow ! when He testified against me, I am God, even thy God, 
and, with overpowering evidence, made my careless and un¬
believing heart cry out. Amen, so be it. Lord, my Lord and 
my God! when He put to me the everlasting covenant, weU 
ordered in all things and sure, which is all my salvation and 
all my desire ! when Christ was effectually made of God to me 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption ! Birth¬
day, indeed, when it pleased God to reveal His Son in me! 
when Christ was formed in my heart! when I was made God's 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works ! when 
He that sat on the throne made all things new ! 

'Thmk, further, what is in reserve for you-a going to God, 
your exceeding joy; an eternal, an immediate vision and fellow¬
ship with the Three-one God, as your all in all; a sittmg with 
Christ on His throne; a being for ever with the Lord; a bemg for 
ever hke Him by seeing Him as He is, and knowmg Hhn even 
as we are known. Ah י puny joys of earth, when compared with 
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the rivers, the oceans the fulness of joy that is at His right 
hand. But whence spring these hving waters? Not from works, 
lest any man should boast, but from the free, the abundant, the 
exceeding abundant grace of God. What is their price? Not 
human works, but the works, the blood, the death of God ! 

Once more, think what is my charter of rights to this in¬
heritance of grace, of glory, of salvation, of God Hhnself? It 
is the new covenant, the New Testament in Christ's blood. 
How much more firm than all thy claims on the estate of 
Huntingdon! Ο blessed charter, planned by God, written by 
God, confirmed by His oath, and ratified by His blood ! May 
I pore much on it! May His word be found of me, and I eat 
it, and it be to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart! May I 
esteem the words of His mouth more than my necessary food ! 
When He has so framed His promises that I cannot but see my 
own shameful name - sinner, rebelhous, stout-hearted, and far 
from righteousness - marked in them : and, when He so points 
His blessings to my case, and urges them on my soul, that I 
cannot shift them, without blasphemous reproaches of God, 
as a liar, a perjured person, without desperate fighting against 
His grace : What am I, that I should withstand God? Lord, 
I believe; help Thou mine unbehef. 

'May your life be the hfe of faith on the Son of God, Who 
loved you and gave Himself for you. May God enable you to 
adom your station, not only with the reahty of religion, but 
with a hvehness in it, successful in winning many to Christ, 
as your accounts at Jesus' tribunal cannot fail to be very 
extensive and important. May He Himself enable you so to act 
in all your ways that you may give them in with joy, and not 
with grief. Thus wishing the choicest blessings of time and 
eternity to you and family, I am. Madam, 

Your most humble servant, 
HADDINGTON, - _ 

July 25th, 1771.' J O H N B R O W N . 

The heart-to-heart intimacy of correspondence between the 
Professor and the Countess encouraged and strengthened the 

[163] 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


latter in the course she pursued at that critical period, when 
brought into sharp conflict on matters of doctrine with friends 
whose labours she prized. She acknowledged the value of his 
services. It is manifest that it was his teaching on the subjects 
of justification and other cognate doctrines that was taught at 
Trevecca; later on we shall see how his whole lectures on 
theology were asked for. and used at this seminary. Brown 
thus shared in giving the impress to the work of this college, 
that has sent forth so many young men into England and to 
the colonies and the foreign field with the stewardship of a 
vision there caught of the rich fulness of Gospel truth and the 
great opportunities in a Gospel ministry. 

The Professor came into contact with others upon whom he 
left an abiding mark. In 1772.' he had an unexpected inter¬
view with Robert Fergusson. Edinburgh's youthful poet, 
Bums's 'master,' that has occasioned a good deal of con¬
troversy. Brown was passing through the churchyard of Had-
dington, when he came across the poet in one of his dark 
moods. He hailed the youth, then only in his twenty-second 
year, but with a reputation already estabhshed of being in 
poetic succession to Allan Ramsay, through the verses which 
he had been contributing weekly for the past two years to 
Ruddiman's Weekly Magazine. Life had dealt hardly with the 
author of 'Auld Reekie,' and the 'Farmer's Ingle.' Born in a 
dingy house in the Gap and Feather close in Edinburgh, 
educated at the High School there, and, through a Fergusson 
scholarship, at Dundee Grammar School, and St. Andrews 
University, he had tumed aside from the clerical hfe, to which 
he was destined, to a clerkship in the Commissary oflice in 
Edmburgh. His poetical effusions, vivacious, pungent, and 
arresting, especially when he clung to his native Doric, drew 
around him a convivial crew. They led him into excesses that 
soon told upon his none too robust constitution. Friendly 
voices besought him to be careful of the perils thronging his 
path. But the vision of the pinched home and the toihng 

' A. B. Grosart, Robert Fergusson, p. 124. 
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mother rose before him; and, covering his face with his hands, 
he would sob and say, 'Oh, sirs, anything to forget my poor 
mother, and those aching fingers!' Yet withal, regular as the 
Tron Kirk bell he would be seen rounding the comer to pro¬
ceed to what Charles Lamb called 'the daily dmdgery of the 
desk's dead wood.' A county parhamentary election in which 
he was taking part exposed him to the keen winds and the 
violent excesses that usuaUy accompany such contests; and 
the reaction took the form of a brooding melancholy. Shortly 
after this he was in Haddington, where the Professor happened 
upon him. They entered mto conversation, and Brown tendered 
him counsel that awoke the spiritual fires, for which the youth 
was grateful. He did not pester him with his 'damnatory 
creed,' as Stevenson crudely assumes,' nor terrify him with 
Calvinist doctrmes, as some of his biographers '̂ have aUeged. 
The Professor, though ever on serious purpose bent, had too 
much geniality and kindliness m his nature, and quickness to 
understand and sympathize with sensitive mmds thus to worry 
him. But he opened his eyes to the spiritual side of life to 
which the poet was keenly alive, and regretted so largely 
ignonng; and Fergusson went back to Edinburgh with a Wither 
and braver heart. Unhappily, his boon companions lured him 
agam, m his own pathetic phrase, to 'the baneful pleasures of 
the üme,' with 'their delusive mirth,' and the melancholy re¬
turned. Insanity began to dim the brilhant brain. Two months 
before the end, he stumbled at the top of a stah• in a friend's 
house, and fell to the bottom. Concussion of the bram foUowed 
which by no means helped his malady; and in a public mad¬
house, the brief tragic life ended on October 16th, 1774, two 
years after Brown's interview with him. 

In the beginnmg of the year 1773, John Brown brought 
a second mother to his desolate home, in Violet Croumbie 
daughter of William Croumbie, merchant m Stenton, a townlet 
a few miles from Haddington. In one of his famous letters on 

\ R. L. Stevenson, Edinburgh: Picturesque Notes. 
Fergusson s Poems, with Life, 1807, p. 56. 
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the Exemplary Behaviour of Ministers, he offers some shrewd 
advice to his students, or to any one, on the choice of a wife. 
He urges much circumspection and gracious direction from 
God as 'necessary in the choice of a pious, prudent, active, 
frugal, kind, and affable wife, who may be an help and orna¬
ment to you and your family; not an hurt, hindrance, reproach, 
and grief.' Such was the happy selection he made himself. 
Violet Croumbie was noted for being frugal and industrious, 
clear-headed and clever, a superior, and even a remarkable 
woman, and one who had the charm of a stored and cultured 
mind, She was evidently as devoted to books as her husband. 
She would have immensely gratified Jane Austen, who was 
vehement in her contention that women should read; but her 
grandson. Dr. Samuel Brown, was rather dubious of this 
excellent trait in his progenitor, for he records, 'She was 
especially voracious of books, a thing not to be commended 
perhaps; and literally read the hbraries dry." 

The Croumbies of Stenton were a noteworthy family. They 
had for generations supplied the travelhng dealers of the dis¬
trict with their misceUaneous wares. These travehers went all 
over the south of Scotland, and into the northern counties of 
England. Though the Croumbies did not mount the pack 
themselves, they belonged to the Chapmen Guild, which in 
those days was an influential body, with its centre in East 
Lothian. They met annuaUy in general assembly at Preston 
Tower, elected their king and his lords depute, and made laws 
for their reahn of trade. One of the Croumbies was a lord of 
this estate. With the changed conditions of trade, the Guild 
was dissolved; and the Croumbies began to make Haddington, 
the more populous community, their centre. 

John Croumbie, a brother of Mrs. Brown, was the first to 
come to Haddington, a man of high integrity, open-handed-
ness, and devout spirit. He had it in his mind to purchase the 
birthplace of John Knox, and give it to the community, which 
Thomas Carlyle did at a later date; but he deemed the money 
might be more profitably devoted to a religious purpose. He 
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had a remarkable escape in the course of his business career. 
He stored gunpowder in a cellar beneath his shop. One summer 
evening, as he sat at the shop window over his ledger, an 
apprentice went down to the cellar with a lighted candle. A 
spark from the spluttering candle fell on the exposed barrel. 
Immediately a terrific explosion occurred. The lad was killed 
instantaneously; his master was shot into the air, and carried 
up the street about thirty yards, where he was deposited among 
the debris without a scratch. It was a never-to-be-forgotten 
experience. The good man, while he lived, scrupulously ob¬
served its anniversary, shutting himself within his bedchamber 
the whole day long, pouring out his thanksgivings for his 
preservation. He firmly declined the amount for which he was 
insured, as he could not forgive himseff for his gross careless¬
ness in giving the charge of the cellar with such combustibles 
to an mexperienced youth. The Insurance Company acknow¬
ledged such unheard-of dehcacy of conscience by the présenta¬
tion of plate, which is stiU in the possession of the Brown 
family. 

On January 19th, 1773, John Brown and Violet Croumbie 
were married. On the day after the wedding, a friend of the 
bride's, daughter of one of the elders of the congregation, 
caUed at the manse with her congratulations. She was in¬
formed that h was not a day for receiving - the day was being 
spent in fastmg and prayer. 

In this home it was not unusual for its master to observe 
days of fasting and thanksgiving with his family. As ckcum-
stances seemed to call for it, he gathered his household together 
for this purpose. Prayer was to him the very necessity, and at 
the same time the dehght, of his hfe. He frequently set apart 
a moming for extraordinary devotions. Often he appeared to 
engage m pious ejaculations. When, in the last months of his 
life, he began to reveal the hidden depths from which he drew 
his strength, he pomted out to his sons various places m the 
field behind his house where, he often stood and mused, till 
'the fire bumed.' 
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C H A P T E R 18 

The Church Historian 

The mind of this master of Divinity had frequently been 
traversing the long, winding road in which the Church worked 
out and apphed its great principles. He was keenly ahve to the 
value of history, and was specially concerned at this time with 
the need for prominence being given to the history of the 
Christian Church. He was jealous of her honour, and anxious 
that her record should not escape attention. He brought his 
eager and inquiring mind to survey the vast field, and orientate 
its leading features. 

As it happened, never were there so many historians in Scot¬
land, busily educatmg the pubhc, as during the later half of 
the eighteenth century. The literary bent of Scotsmen now 
largely turned into this channel. David Hume pubhshed his 
History of the Stuarts in 1754, and completed his whole 
History of England, from the Roman period downwards, in 
1762. Wilham Robertson, Principal of Edinburgh University, 
was gathering fame among the learned by the issue of his 
History of Scotland in 1758-9, to be foUowed by histories of 
the reign of the Emperor Charles V , and of America, and by 
his View of the State of Europe. Adam Fergusson pubhshed 
his History of the Roman Republic m 1782, a work that 
Carlyle recommended in his famous Edinburgh Rectorial 
Address as 'particularly weU worth reading.' Wilham Tytler 
of Woodhouselee produced his defence of Mary, Queen of 
Scots, in 1759, vindicating her from the charges brought by 
Robertson and Hume, by which he so angered the latter portly 
historian that thenceforth he could not bear his presence. Lord 
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Halles began the output of his Histories in 1762, and con-
ünued issuing, tiU 1777, volumes of his Annals of Scottish 
history beginnmg with the accession of Malcolm Canmore. 
Dry, deplorably dry,' they are acknowledged to be, but con-

tarn an amount of matter-of-fact history of great value The 

hke his brother Principal of Edinburgh, was also a student ο 

of Philip Η of Spam m 1777, which enjoyed great temporary 

D u t c Î ? ^ ^ - - ^ GernZ, an^ 
Dutch, and which gamed for its author the approbation of the 
arch-cntic of the day. Dr. Samuel Johnson 

hiJir?''"'"^. ״ί churchmen in the field of secular 
h story seemed to Brown to be an unworthy and unfair neglS 
of their own special domam. The Church, with its epoch 

Z e ^ o r T n " ; ^ l ' ° " - g nien, afforded t ^ t 
scope for the histonan's gifts, and its rich and thrilling storv 
was not too weU known. He concludes his prefaœ to h י 
History of the British Churches with an expression of regï 
at the Ignoring of this department of research by those so wel 
quahfied to mvestigate it. 'It is not, perhaps, ̂ o the clerica 
honour, that so many of them labour m civil ĥ t̂orfes Ξ 
that of the Church of Christ is so much negrected ' ' 
sec^^on^'f ' Τ^' ^̂ ^̂ l̂̂ P̂ dic survey, no limited 
sTffice He ' ייי'""''' ^̂ "gl« Period could suiiice. He must trace its course from earhest times and it. 
progress m every country, with special fuh1ess1r2tL period 

Church t - ° \ ' T enabled the 
Church to raise the flag of civil and rehgious freedom. Acco Ϊ 
mgly he plans out a History that shaU 'first, comprehend a 
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Poland, and Hungary.' He had even a larger vision that capti¬
vated his imagination, the history of the world from the birth 
of time. But Nature's time limit narrowed his execution to the 
first two projects, with the addition of a History of the 
Waldenses. When, in 1784, he issued his History of the British 
Churches, he had regretfully to acknowledge that the two 
volumes more, in which he hoped to record the history of the 
Continental Churches, had to be abandoned. 'Want of access 
to many necessary vouchers, together with the increasing in-
firaiities of old age, oblige me to drop the design.' 

The besetting difficulty of Church historians is the impartial 
setting out of the plain facts without prejudice. The dominant 
figures cast their spell on the writers; and their actions in the 
cold hght of the past are portrayed either with the glow of 
noontide or the gloom of night upon them. Brown was fully 
conscious of this peril. His wide reading broadened his vision, 
and his mental equipment enabled him to seize the salient 
features of a period, and delineate them succinctly and clearly. 
But he was aware of the pitfalls by the way, and resolved, if 
possible, to avoid them. 

'1 have aimed at impartiahty in my narrative, but dare not 
pretend that I have attained this rare historical excellency. 
That I might not be tempted to impose my own convictions 
instead of facts, I have seldom dipt into the secret springs of 
men's actions, or made reflections on them. Freedoms of this 
kind too often render histories little better than well-written 
romances.' 

In 1771, he issued his General History of the Christian 
Church, in two volumes. He terms it Ά succinct Account 
of external Events, prosperous or calamitous; the State of 
Leaming, the State of Practical Religion; and the Disputes, 
Heresies and Sects, that have troubled the Christian Church 
in each century.' There is an Appendix, containing the 'History 
of Philosophers, Deists, Socinians, Arminians, Anabaptists, 
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Quakers, Moravians, etc., to which is subjoined a List of 
Errors, especiaUy since the Reformation.' He relates the his¬
tory according to the centuries. He acknowledges his indebted¬
ness to 'the celebrated Mosheim, chanceUor of the Hanoverian 
University of Gottingen; but along with him I have consulted 
all the valuable church histories, whether Popish or Protestant, 
that lay in my power.' He submits an extraordinary hst of 
writers, 240 in all, British and Continental, who have treated 
of the subjects bearmg on the sixteen centuries with which he 
deals. He will not pledge his credit upon the exceUency of these 
productions. Some are fabulous or partial, he knows; but he 
affirms that it is necessary for one who desires a tme acquaint¬
ance with history to peruse what is said on both sides. 

The history of the centuries of Christendom which he 
presents is not a bare mass of detaUs crowded on die canvas : 
there is a warmth of colour added that makes the period hve 
before the mind of the reader. The method he adopts of appor¬
tioning to each century its own tale has its disadvantages, 
which he acknowledges, for events have their origin and issue 
with scant regard to the divisions of time; but it enables the 
spectator to obtain a bkd's-eye view of the leading incidents 
and the trend of movements over a definite period. 

Thirteen years elapsed ere he issued the second part of his 
great scheme, the History of the British Churches. It appeared 
in two volumes in 1784. A Compendious History, he entitled 
it. The first volume opened with a 'Brief Sketch of the History 
of the Waldenses.' Nine chapters are aUotted to the Church of 
England, and the two concludmg chapters are devoted to the 
history of the Church of Ireland, and of the Protestant 
Churches in America. In his Foreword he enumerated his 
authorities for his Enghsh History-Foxe, Fuller, Burnet, 
Strype, Colher, Wamer, Neal, Calamy, Bennet, and Pierce. 
He makes no further reference to them in the course of his 
narrative, and without allusion to any authority ploughs his 
way through the stormy seas from the mtroduction of Christi¬
anity mto England down to his own time. With considerable 
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success he disentangles the narrative from the history of the 
State, and presents the Church at its distinctive work, moulding 
and making the nation. A touch here and there suffices where 
Church and State necessarily trench on each other; but the 
absorbing events occurring in the latter never entice him from 
the pursuit of the Church and its doings. GraphicaUy and 
firmly he records its conquest of the country and the develop¬
ment of its polity and doctrine. With a sharp, crisp phrase he 
sums up a situation or some aspect of hfe. For example, in the 
hot but futile contentions that raged m the Universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge over the Institutes of Calvin, he 
remarks, 'After the disputants had fatigued themselves, the 
controversies were dropped.' Cromwell's sturdy independency 
did not altogether meet with his judicious approval, and he 
dismisses him as 'the bold, and crafty, and perhaps pious 
Protector'; but he writes that, during the Protectorate, 'which 
hath been so much reproached as an age of horrid rebelhon, 
the Universities abounded with pious and leamed teachers and 
students. Never did another period produce so many or so 
remarkable omaments to the Enghsh Church. Better laws were 
never made in England, nor good laws ever so well executed. 
The dress, the language, the conversation of the people were 
sober and virtuous'-a condition of things that was quickly 
altered when Charles II resumed the reins of monarchical 
government, and his 'most brutish and infernal example' let 
'debauchery and wickedness of every form break forth and 
overflow all ranks in the kingdom.' 

The second volume contained his Compendious History of 
the Church of Scotland, a quarto volume of 439 pages, con-
eluding with 'an Historical Account of the Secession.' The 
early years are rapidly sketched, and the heralds of the new 
dawn are soon upon the scene with their martyr witoess. He 
seizes the main episodes of the long story and presents theh: 
outstanding features. The Assembhes of the Church after the 
Reformation that were of historic interest have their decisions 
fully but tersely recorded. The notorious fifty-five questions 
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of James VI before setting up Episcopacy are related, among 
which were: What power have the kmg and clergy in the 
makmg of ecclesiastical laws? When is it lawful for ministers 
to leave their flocks? Whether mmisters may from the pulpit 
point out particular transgressions? For what enormities may 
they pubUcly blame magistrates? Whether preachers may 
wander from their texts in declaiming against vices? If the 
clergy neglect their duty, may Christian kings rectify their 
character? 

The salient feature of Brown's histories is his power of 
summarizing. In fewest words, long decrees, canons, and 
deliverances, are set forth. He goes straight to the heart of the 
question that has been the centre of controversy in the Church, 
sifts out its leading points and in one comprehensive sentence 
masses the whole. The mam defect of his work is the lack of 
references to his authorities. This is a characteristic of Brown's 
method. He states his authorities at the beginnmg in his 
Preface, and troubles the reader with them no more. While 
his histories enjoyed a reputation in their day, this detracts 
from their value now. But annals of the past, because of the 
emergence of new material, demand frequent resetting, if they 
are not to suffer echpse. With the smgle exception of Gibbon's 
monumental work. The Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire, the numerous histories of that time have all shared 
the fate of Brown's, and find thek repose on the dusty shelves 
of our great hbraries. 

It requkes to be said, however, that a vaster range of history 
caught and fired the hnagination of this historian. He pos¬
sessed the spkit of a Lord Acton, and beheld how movements 
were hnked the one to the other, that ought to be traced and 
related, if history were to fulfil its part. The days for speciahz-
ing in one branch of a great subject had not yet arrived, and 
men had not leamed how to unite in the unfoldmg of the great 
drama of the past, though Brown, by offering his help to 
others, in a measure anticipated such a time. Meantime each 
writer had to stand alone, and effect his own conquests. The 
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historian of Haddington, however, conceived a project of vast 
proportions with which he regretted that he had neither time 
nor strength to grapple-a History of Redemption. He long 
and eagerly canvassed the problem, or rather the double prob¬
lem, that from another point of view equally fascinates the 
scientist, as it did the late Lord Kelvin : What have the records 
of the past got to tell us of this universe in which we live, its 
beginnings so far as we can reach back, and its end so far as 
we can look forward? A history from the birth of time to the 
present hour would reveal, he felt, the Divine hand in the 
world events. To accomphsh such a task would call for careful 
research, extensive reading, wide vision, and spiritual insight. 
These requisites would not have daunted him; but his energies 
were summoned in other directions, and life was advancing at 
a pace that could not contemplate great schemes. Often he 
expressed the wish that someone 'able and well-informed' 
would undertake the work, and show 'how all the great events 
in the history of nations were calculated to promote the grand 
design of redemption in its purchase, publication, and appli¬
cation.' 

Brown often referred to this vast scheme, and appealed to 
some eminent men to undertake it, proffering freely his own 
help. None would venture. He was dehghted when he leamed 
that Jonathan Edwards' (1703-58) had essayed the task; but 
he was disappointed when he discovered the meagreness of 
the scale on which he had planned his work, and was con¬
vinced that it demanded a much larger canvas. 

It was a bold idea; but the widening horizon of human 
knowledge has simply appalled the human understanding, and 
the vastness of the proposal has silenced aU attempts to bring 
it to fruition. In spite of brilhant assaults upon the domains 

' A History of the Worii of Redemption, which was published by his | 
son. Dr. Jonathan Edwards (1745-1801), in 1773. Originally the work < 
was a series of sermons preached in 1739. But, says his son, his father's 
heart 'was so much set on executing this plan that he was considerably 
averse to accept the presidentship of Princeton College, lest the duties ! 
of that office should put it out of his power.' 
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of history, by men of the first rank combining together, the 
great plan of John Brown still awaits fulfilment. 

What he himself thought might be done is outhned in a 
tractate he published, with the title, A Brief Chronology of 
Redemption. Brief as it is, it shows the extraordinary range 
of his knowledge, and the mental outlook that surveyed events 
from the far-distant dawn right on to a long-distant future. 
Of course, he wrote in an age that had not unlocked the great 
treasures of the lands of the East in which civihzation had 
played its part, hke Egypt, Assyria, and Babylonia. The 
chronology of Ussher was accepted without demur; the Scrip¬
ture records were confined within a too narrow compass of 
time. In the centre of the vision throughout is the peerless 
Figure that gathers round Him the homage of the centuries. 
The marvellous movements that led to the Israelitish nation 
founding a home in Palestine, a centre from which the radii 
of its circle could reach to the whole world, and the striking 
events among other nations that brought them into contact 
with Israel, are filled with meanmg and really become intelh-
gible when hght from the Victor of the cross and the grave 
falls upon them. The onward march of events smce 'those 
blessed feet walked the holy fields' have had as their goal the 
coming of His kingdom, and the issue cannot be a matter 
of doubt. 

In compact paragraphs with dates definitely assigned, he 
carries the reader through the thick maze of the centuries, and 
notes from time to time how Christ's coming is prefigured, and 
the world prepared for His advent. His reign is being estab¬
lished, and the conquest of the race gradually won. Towards 
the end of this amazing production, the historian becomes the 
seer, and attempts to pierce the future and discern the end. 

' A . M . 5870, A.D. 1866, or perhaps 150 years later, we expect 
the Fall of Antichrist, and the beginning of the glorious 
thousand years' reign of the saints. . . . Perhaps, for the 
weakening of the kingdom of Satan, punishment of Papists, 
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Mahometans, and heathens, the world may be for about thirty 
years or more, fearfuUy plagued with wars, pestilences, famines, 
and earthquakes. But, certainly, by the spread of the glorious 
Gospel, preached wUh the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, 
all nations, Jews and Gentiles, shall be converted to Christ. To 
manifest His regard to their ancestors, the Jews wiU probably 
be reinstated in their ancient country, and many of them made 
singularly useful in pulling down Antichristian, Mahometan, 
and heathen delusions, and in converting Gentiles to Christ. 
For a very long time, perhaps a thousand years' continuance, 
the Church of Christ in a most peaceful, pure, orderly, hvely, 
and glorious form shaU fiU the whole earth.' 

The 'times and the seasons' it is impossible to foretell; but, 
whatever may be the procession of events, the triumph of the 
kingdom is the certain hope of the Christian Church. 

1176] 

C H A P T E R 19 

The Self-interpreting Bible 

No work carried the reputation of the author so far afield as 
his Self-interpreting Bible. It was not issued till 1778 but it 
cost years m preparation. Brown preceded its coming by brine-
mg out in 1775 an edition of the Metrical Psalms with notes 
intended to shed hght on their historical connection and their 
spiritual significance, and contribute to their devotional value 
It was then the custom to sing right through the Psalter from 
beginning to end in the weekly service of the Church, and to 
preface the psahns before they were sung with a brief account 
of their scope and tendency. For this purpose the plan of 
Brown is weU conceived and weU carried out. The general sub¬
stance of each psahn is concisely stated, and its devotional 
spirit happily caught. The Preface, though commendably short 
IS an mteresting production. It contains a full account of how 
the psalms in their metrical form came to be produced He 
relates the efforts of the various versifiers, from the Wedder-
bums of Dundee in the days before the Reformation, and their 
successors throughout the next hundred years. Stemhold and 
Hopkins. Whittyngham. Norton. James VI , the Eari of Stirhng 
Su• Wilham More of Rowallan. and Francis Rous, to produce' 
a psalter suitable for the Church's needs. Ultimately after 
vanous revisions by committees of Assembly, the Church 
m Scotland decided m 1650 upon the form m which we have 
the Presbyterian Psalter of today, and enjomed its use m 
the congregation and the family, the Old paraphrase' of 
Stemhold to be 'discharged.' Brown admits that 'this metrical 
version has long been esteemed for the simplicity of its diction 
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and its universal accordance with the original'; but confesses 
that, in the then refinement of the language, 'the versification, 
in many instances, is obviously harsh and inharmonious, and 
even its diction evidently requires considerable improvement.' 
That was penned one hundred and forty years ago; but the 
many attempts to comply with his suggestion have been met 
with a blank, stohd refusal. The words, today, it is felt, have 
become wedded by the generations with a music that drowns 
the grating notes, and leaves only a rich and pleasing harmony 
behind. His edition of the Metrical Psalms was frequently 
bound up with the Self-interpreting Bible in its later issues. 

The object Brown had in view in this Bible must be clearly 
observed in determining its value. There was no lack of com¬
mentaries for the learned, but the wants of the multitude had 
hitherto been entirely overlooked. This vast circle the Hadding-
ton Professor was anxious to reach. An intelligent knowledge 
of the Divine Word would, in Iiis opinion, be one of the most 
effective instruments in raising them in the intellectual, moral, 
and spiritual scale. His work, therefore, was planned to be 
available for devotional use, with just sufficient explanations 
to make the meaning plain, and sufficient information bearing 
upon the nature of the Scriptures, their inspiration, and his¬
torical setting, to meet the wishes of an intelhgent reader. 
Hence there was no parade of learning, no quoting of authori¬
ties, no critical dissertations, no speculative theories. There was 
the plain word for the plain man, with the resolute purpose to 
make the passage reflect its hght on the heart and conscience 
of the reader. 

'Self-interpreting' his Bible seeks to be, by its use of mar¬
ginal references,̂  so as to compare one statement of Scripture 

* 'Canne, the author of the marginal references on the Bible' (Brown's 
Church History, vol. i, p. 235). John Canne, thought to have been born 
in Bristol, ministered to a congregation of Independents and Paedo-
baptists in London in 1621. After two years he left for Amsterdam, 
where he ministered to English Independents for seventeen years. 
There he became author and printer, issuing a work of recognized 
ability, Necessitie of Separation from the Church of England (1634), 
also A Stay against Straying (1639). In 1647 his reference Bible with 
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with another, ehcit the development of a subject, or focus the 
hghts that bear upon it. He was among the irst to mX^y 
extensive use of such references, which today are so common 
As a proof of the care with which he sought to verify his 
nations, no less than five copies of the Scriptures were worn 

to pieces by the incessant use to which they were put In a 

t T r V " " ^̂ "̂̂ ״̂   ̂ lis work, references had 
been adopted. But his marvellous and minute knowledge of 
the Book coupled with his tenacious memory, enabled him 
very largely to extend the field 

naee ofthé^H ^ '̂̂ '̂ '̂̂  bottom of each יי"' יי •י'''''''''' 
verTe tLt m S ' 'κ'^' ' ' ' ' ' ' ^^ '̂̂  explanations of any 
verse that might seem obscure. The author's mastery of the 
? i h . I ^̂ '̂'̂ ed hhn to furnish these 
Each book IS introduced with a brief account of its scope 
purpose. Each chapter has a clear statement of its contentrat 
the beginning; and at the close, under the title of 'Reflections ' 

hfe. He never allows it to be forgotten that this book is not 
meant for mere reading, but casts the very mould for the 
shaping of conduct and character. With cleÎer ingenuUy he 
arrests the reader by the appropriateness for him of the meŝ  
sage just read, be ״ psalm or prophecy, argument or L o ? • 
and in a succession of warm, kindling sentences, not many fii 
number, he presses the truth home. ^ 

As an instance take his reflections upon Ruth, chapter 1 
where is related the story of Naomi and her daughters-ii-law : 

'Numerous and diversified are the arrows in God's quiver for 
he pumshment of men's sms, and often, while His eneme 

not in plenty, his people are pinched with scarcity and w^t 
A dzhgent care to provide for our family is highly commend¬
able; but it is seldom safe to flee from God's land though 

to have died in Amsterdam in 1667. believed 
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He frown on it, or to suffer scarcity of bread to draw us from 
the ordinances of God. It is not in fleeing from God's mighty 
hand, but in humbhng ourselves under it, that safety hes. It 
is not in outrunning crosses, but in taking them up, and follow¬
ing Christ, that true comfort is to be had. Young people 
often mistake in their marriage, through want or neglect of 
their parents' advice. But marriages and deaths are near neigh-
hours; and one death in a family is but the forerunner and 
waming of another. Both comforts and crosses are often 
nearer us than we suspect; and if we are shut up into the 
society of the wicked we should escape for our life as soon 
as our hindrances are removed. It is a mercy when God em¬
bitters our condition of distance from Himseff, that we may 
be weaned from it, and hastened to our heavenly home; but 
yet it is pleasant to see near relations knit together in love and 
loath to part. With the most strong and fixed resolution should 
we set out in the Lord's way, as we know not from what 
repeated and strong temptations we may have to tum back; 
but the difficulties of the way, which discourage the temporary 
behever, will but bind the faithful soul the more closely to 
Jesus Christ. Nothing, no, not death, can separate them from 
Him and His people. Poverty and age make great alterations 
on mankind; and it is proper that all around should remark it 
with solemn awe and cordial sympathy; for surely it is but 
madness to set our heart on that comehness and wealth which 
so quickly fade. Let us, therefore, keep waiting on God in the 
way of His judgments; in patience possessing our souls; eyeing 
the Lord's hand in all that we meet with; humbhng ourselves 
under humbling providences; mouming, but never murmuring, 
under His hand; and ever remarking how the minutest circum¬
stances of our fives are directed by the overruhng providence 
of God.' 

The Introduction to the Self-interpreting Bible is as elaborate 
and crowded with sohd information as that of any learned 
commentary. In the original edition it covered 118 compact, 
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double-columned quarto pages. The author's ahn is to provide 
a nght understandmg of the oracles of God.' It is characteristic 

of his invariable habit of getting to the heart of a question 
and patiently setting it forth for the benefit of his readers To 
deal with the Scripture problems meant extensive research and 
a close and comprehensive study of the Word; but these to 
him were as the sniff of battle to the war-horse. His Introduc¬
tion he divides into five chapters. In the first he discusses the 
question of insph-ation-'the Divine authority of the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testaments.' Human reason, he points 
out, could never unaided have furnished this revelation 'The 
penmen of the Scriptures exercised their own reason and judg¬
ment; but they were stirred to write, given theh• part, guided 
to select, used their iUustrations. by the Holy Spkit.' 'Many 
of the sentences recorded are not inspired of themselves, bemg 
the words of Satan, or of wicked men; but the Scripture relative 
to these expressions is directed by divme mspiration ' The 
subject-matter and manner, the scope, the purpose, the preser¬
vation of the Scriptures, as weU as the character of the 
promises, are irrefragable proofs of the 'divine original ' The 
question, so bristUng with difficulty, is sanely handled, and as 
becomes his manner, is chnched in its conclusions with serin-
tural citations. 

The second chapter of the Prolegomena is upon 'Rules for 
understanding the Scriptures.' He lays down no less than four¬
teen admirable rules, beginnmg with a request for tiie help of 
the Enhghtener,' and ending with a call for 'humihty of mind ׳ 
The rules mdicate what experience had taught and good 
common sense would inculcate. The twefftii rule would have 
saved many a commentator and critic from pitfalls. 

'Where Scriptures at first sight seem to contradict one 
another, we must, by a serious consideration of them, labour 
to discover thek harmony. But if we should not be able to 
reconcile them, we ought not to pronounce them kreconcilable 
but rather attribute a deficiency to our own understanding.' ׳ 
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'Jewish Laws and Types' fonn the subject of the succeeding 
chapter-a lucid and comprehensive study. After an explana¬
tion of Jewish civil government, he expounds the Jewish sects, 
and then enters upon a favourite study of the time, 'Typical 
Representations,' maintaining as his plea the Apostle's descrip¬
tion of the Jewish ordinances, as 'shadows of good things to 
come.' He gives examples of typical persons, 30 being enumer¬
ated: typical classes, 15 in all; typical events, 17 detailed; 
typical places, 6 referred to; typical utensils, 8 described; 
typical oblations, 10 given; typical seasons, 7 specified; typical 
purifications, 8 set forth. It is a cleverly compacted bit of work, 
showing a perfect mastery of the subject. 

The fourth chapter is a monument to the author's wide and 
extensive reading: 'The Geography and History of the 
Nations' that come under the cognizance of Scripture. It is 
called a 'short view,' but it is a multum in parvo. The history 
is naturally limited by the view of the age, but it is succinctly 
and graphically related. His object is to throw hght on the 
historical and prophetical parts of Scripture, 'the correspondent 
texts of which,' he says, 'are all along generaUy quoted, and 
ought to be carefully compared.' There is a fine directness in 
the narrative of the history of the hazy dawn of the ages, where, 
in spite of the mists of antiquity, its course is threaded with 
confidence, and the peopling of the earth is described with 
singular fehcity. The degree of the latitude from London is 
stated where stood the garden of Eden, 'about the 32nd degree 
of north latitude,' a spot 'not only extremely delightful in itself, 
but adapted for the spread of mankind from thence into the 
rest of the world.' But the histories that recorded aU that could 
then be told of Chaldea and Canaan, of Egypt and Ethiopia, 
of the Assyrians, Medes and Persians, of Greece and Rome, 
of the rise and advance of the Mohammedans, of the Jewish 
people and the Christian Church, were laid under contribution, 
to furnish material for this great chapter. Not content with a 
calm unravelhng of prehistoric times, as a man with a vision 
who would search the future, he dares to adumbrate, as in his 

[182] 

History of Redemption, its onward course. Seasons of peace 
and prosperity, and of peril, will befaU the Church and the 
world-'then cometh the end of the world, at what distance 
we know not.' Historians have neglected the faculty of out¬
lining the future. The commentator of Haddington, with an 
outlook that embraced the universe, and sustained by Scripture 
warrant, hesitated not to look down the files of time; and, as 
ever with him, he defends his position with a bristling array of 
Biblical references. 

In a concluding chapter he provides a 'Chronological Har¬
mony of Scripture Histories and the Fulfilment of its Predic¬
tions.' It reveals his patient and pamstaking investigation, and 
love for detail, as well as his passionate interest in the correla¬
tion of the great movements of the world. The Ussher reckon¬
ing is the guide throughout the Bibhcal part, and the dating of 
events is carried from creation's beginning down to his own 
time and beyond. 

It will be evident that an extraordinary amount of valuable 
material was thus placed at the command of the ordinary 
reader. It was the information that a student of the Scriptures 
hungered for, who had not access to the learned works dealing 
with such subjects. 

There were difficulties m getting the elaborate work issued 
to the public. The expense awakened fears in the minds of the 
ordinary publisher. Brown himself had to lend pecuniary aid, 
in the first instance. At last, in 1778, it was sent forth in two 
volumes and immediately secured a place m the households 
of the reading pubhc. Although the two buUcy volumes were 
issued at a price that was costly, £1 2s., they were rapidly 
disposed of. Unfortunately for its author, the pubhsher of the 
first edition failed, and the money Brown had advanced 
towards its production was lost. But new editions were called 
for, and were sent forth with fresh material added. Brown 
extended his Introduction, supplying a chapter containmg an 
'Alphabetical Table of Proper Names, and their Meanings,' 
and another on 'Measures, Weights, Monies and Times, men-
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tioned in Scripture, and their equivalent carefully wrought out 
in Enghsh terms.' These were succeeded by a brief but 
amazing statement on the 'Number of books, chapters, verses, 
etc., in the Holy Bible,' the fruit of leisure moments and 
passionate love for the very letter of Scripture : 

'The Old and New Testaments contain : 
Books in the Old, 39; in the New, 27. Total, 66. 
Chapters in the Old, 929; in the New, 260. Total, 1,189. 
Verses in the Old, 23,214; in the New, 7,959. Total 31,173. 
Words in the Old, 592,439; in the New, 181,253. Total 

773,692. 
Letters in the Old, 2,728,100; in the New, 838,380. Total 

3,566,480. 
The middle chapter, and the least in the Bible, is Psalm 

117. 
The middle verse is the 8th of the 118th Psalm. 
The middle time is 2 Chron. 4. 16. 
The word and occurs in the Old Testament 35,543 times. 
The same word in the New Testament occurs 10,684 times. 
The word JEHOVAH occurs in the Bible 6,885 thnes. 

'In the Old Testament : 

The middle book of the Old Testament is Proverbs. 
The middle chapter is Job 29. 
The middle of the verses is 2 Chron. 20, between the 17th 

and 18th verses. 
The least verse is 1 Chron. 1. 25. 
The 21st verse of the 7th chapter of Ezra has all the 

letters of the alphabet. 
The 19th chapter of 2 Kings and 37th of Isaiah are alike. 

'In the New Testament : 

The middle book of the New Testament is 2 Thessa-
lonians. 

[184] 

The middle of the chapters is between the 13th and 14th 
of Romans. 

The middle verse is the 17th of the 17th of the Acts of 
Apostles. 

The least verse is the 35th of the 11th of John.' 

The publication of this work brought the author his worid-
wide reputation. Its success from the first was extraordinary. 
It met the requirement of the times, and led to imitators.^ It 
would be difficult to say how many editions of it were issued,^ 
sometimes in one volume, sometimes in two. After his death 
publishers summoned the help of others, to add to its notes, to 
improve-if that were possible-its reflections, while the 
pages were brightened by illustrations. Issue after issue went 
forth till It traversed the Enghsh-speaking worid. 

The last edition of Brown's Bible is undoubtedly the best 
It was issued in America, in 1897, and a new edition followed 
m 1909. It is Brown's idea brought up to date. The editor is 
the Rev. James W. Lee, D.D., St. Louis, U.S.A. Bishop H . 
Vincent, D.D., LL .D . , contributes an Introduction. In order to 
bring tiie Land and the Book closely togetiier, advantage is 
taken of the investigations by the late L . Porter, D D L L D 
who spent many years in Palestine, while dissertations and 
side-hghts are supphed by other writers. There is also an 
admirable article by Wilham Blackwood, D.D., on 'Aids to 
the Study of the Holy Bible.' Not the least interesting and 
valuable feature of the issue is the 448 haff-tone engravmgs 
specially taken for the work by R. E. M . Bain of St. Louis The 
artist and Dr. Lee went specially to tiie East to obtain tiiese 
and other material for this sumptuous edition. But it is a 
tribute to the sohd leaming and sane experimental knowledge 
on which Brown's Introduction, Notes, and Reflections were 
based that they are left practically untouched. The work con-
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tains a brief sketch of Brown's hfe, not free from errors, in 
which he is credited with being not only a D.D. but an L L . D . ! 
It is in four large volumes, and carries out to the full the 
conception of a Self-interpreting Bible. 

Spurgeon, in his Commenting and Commentaries,^ says, in 
reference to Brown's Self-interpreting Bible, 'Useful in its day, 
and still popular. Notes on New Testament are undisguised 
plagiarism from Guyse.' There is little foundation for such a 
sweeping indictment. John Guyse (1680-1761) pubhshed his 
Exposition of the New Testament in three volumes in 1739-42, 
and again in 1752 in six volumes. His work is mainly a para¬
phrase, somewhat ponderous in style, with occasional notes. 
It was exceedingly popular in its day, and went through six 
editions. But not a single note from it has Brown adopted. 
Brown, in his Foreword to his Commentary, refers to those 
who had preceded him in interpreting the Scriptures - Poole, 
Patrick, Clarke, Henry, Burkitt, Gil l , Doddridge, and Guyse, 
'judicious Guyse,' as he calls him here in his Journal. He 
states that his avowed aim in his publication is not to depre¬
ciate the valuable commentaries of these writers, but 'to exhibit 
their principal substance with all possible advantage, in a 
manner that might best comport with the abihty and leisure 
of the poorer and labouring part of mankind'; and, in referring 
particularly to the New Testament, he adds that 'there the 
exphcation is pecuharly extensive, and attempts to exhibit the 
substance of many leamed and expensive commentaries.' He 
thus frankly acknowledged his indebtedness to other authors. 
The influence of Guyse, as of the other commentators men¬
tioned, may be traced in his work, in the same way as 
commentaries of today represent the views of other writers 
than their authors, the difference being that they supply the 

' references as they pass from verse to verse, whereas Brown, as 
was his wont, records the references at the beginning, and 
suffers no further interruption to occur. Spurgeon's assertion 
is therefore very misleading. He also adds, 'not a students' 

' C. H. Spurgeon, Commenting and Commentaries, 1887, p. 36. 
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book.' Brown had not students in view in preparing his work, 
but in his Introduction, References, and Reflections students 
will find today what is not likely to be found in similar pro¬
ductions. 

The issue of this Bible Commentary brought Brown into 
correspondence with many notable persons, among them the 
saintly Charles Simeon of Cambridge. Simeon prized the Self-
interpreting Bible above all others, and made acknowledgment 
of the spiritual enhghtenment and quickening which he re¬
ceived from its daily perusal. Simeon was bom at Reading in 
1759, and passed from Eton to Cambridge when he was nine¬
teen years of age. He never left the famous University seat. 
He secured a Fellowship in King's College, which he held 
throughout his Ufe, and became, m 1782, minister or perpetual 
curate of the Church of Holy Trinity. He was a man with a 
new voice in the dark rehgious days of Cambridge, a voice 
that rang out with vehement eamestness in the midst of violent 
opposition and fierce obloquy. In the opening years of his 
ministry, parishioners and undergraduates bitteriy resented his 
preaching. The former not only abstamed from attending his 
church, but locked their pews and locked the church doors, 
and the latter caused many a riotous scene in the streets 
adjoining the building. But, by his tact and singular gentleness, 
Simeon gradually wore down opposition, and tumed the 
prejudice against him mto profound reverence and regard. 
Even the unsympathetic were compelled to hsten to him. 'WeU, 
Shneon is no fool,' said an undergraduate to his companion on 
leavmg the church. 'Fool! ' was the answer, 'did you ever listen 
to a sermon like that?'1 In later life, his rooms in Gibb's 
building at the top of the second stakcase from the chapel, 
were the resort of many pilgrims, and prominent on his table 
lay the Bible of the minister of Haddmgton. When his day 
closed in 1836, 800 University men paid tribute to his work 
by their presence at the interment of his body in the famous 
Chapel of King's. 

' Arthur Gray, Cambridge and Its Story, p. 272. 
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It was Simeon's habit, summer and winter, to rise every 
morning at four o'clock. After lighting his fire, he devoted 
the first four hours of the day to private prayer and the devo¬
tional study of the Scriptures. The favourite companion of 
these devotional hours was Brown's Self-interpreting Bible 
in one volume. Says the Bishop of Durham in his Life of 
Charles Simeon : 

'There hes before me, as I write, the massive volume of 
The Self-interpreting Bible, with explanatory Contents, parallel 
Scriptures, large Notes, and practical Observations, by John 
Brown, Minister at Haddington; printed in 1778, and bought 
by " C . Simeon, King's College, Cambridge, March 24, 1785." 
This Bible was his hfe-long companion, and is inscribed with 
many notes from his pen.'^ 

The correspondence between Brown and Simeon began 
toward the end of the former's career, but only one letter of 
Simeon to Brown has been preserved. So much, however, did 
he prize this commentary, which to the end of his hfe, says 
Carus,^ he was continually enriching with valuable notes of his 
own, that he wrote to the author at Haddington as follows : 

Rev. Charles Simeon to John Brown 

'CAMBRIDGE, 
January I9th, 1787. 

' D E A R SIR, 
'Your Self-interpreting Bible seems to stand in lieu of 

all other comments; and I am daily receiving so much edifica¬
tion and instruction from it, that I would wish it in the hands 
of all serious ministers. I have conceived a thought of pur¬
chasing a few to give to those godly ministers who would find 
it very inconvenient to purchase it for themselves. But, having 
no very great affluence myself, it is needful that I should 
' H . G. Moule, Charles Simeon, p. 16. 
' William Carus, Memoir of the Life of the Rev. Charles Simeon. 
M.A., p. 68. 

[188] 

proceed upon the most saving plan. I take the liberty, therefore 
of asking whether you (whose heart seems to be much set' 
upon forwarding the cause of Christ), could procure me forty 
at the booksellers' price for that purpose alone; and to inform 
me whether there will be a new edition soon. 

Yours sincerely, 
CHARLES SIMEON.' 

The date, it will be observed, is January 19th, 1787 At that 

!lu^ij M ד י י  of his mortal ^"^-^^''י י
oumey. He evidently was unable to reply to Simeon's interest-

mg request. His sons found the letter among his papers, after 
he passed away, and Ebenezer rephed m the following teî ms : 

Rev. Ebenezer Brown, Inverkeithing, to Rev. Charles Simeon 

'HADDINGTON, 

' R E V . SIR, • ' " 2 6 ̂  .A, 1787/״

'My Father, Mr. John Brown of Haddington, fell asleea 
m Jesus on Tuesday last. Looking through his p'apers I obS^e 
a letter from you. By its date, I see that it came here about the 
beginmng of his distress. This being the case, I am afraid tha^ 

׳;ד ' '^' '  a wish that my ״' *'
father would procure for you 40 copies of the Self-interpreTng 
Btble at prime cost. Had it been m his power I know that hf 

v T u l : ' l d w e r e ״ " ϊ 
you should have them conveyed to you without delay but the 
truth IS that in Scotland there are few copies to be f^und A 
new and more correct edition is intended. Very probably ?t 
win be prmted in London, and tiien I hope you shall have a 
many as you please. I rejoice to hear that the DoctrinL of 

. P r « ״ T ' ° ^^^^^y esteemed in England. May the w h o l 
earth be fiUed witii the glory of the Lord » 

'My Dear Sir, there is a small catechism pubhshed by mv 
Father some time ago : it contains a summary of the principles 
of rehgion. and is used m the Schools for tiie m s t S o n of 
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thousands. As m your letter you manifest an uncommon regard 
for men's spiritual welfare, would you be so condescending as 
to accept Two or Three hundred of these Catechisms to be 
distributed among poor children? Beheve me. if I know my 
own heart, had I abihty I would make you a present of as 
many Self-interpreting Bibles. Oh what should we not do for 
the salvation of souls, when the Son of God died for sinners ! 

'If you please to retum an answer, you will do a singular 
pleasure to one who would wish to be numbered among the 
servants of Jesus Christ. 

'EBENEZER BROWN. 

'Direct to me. Minister at Inverkeithing. Fifeshire. 
'P.S.-Perhaps it wiU dehght you to hear that my revd. 

Father died testifying his faith in the Doctrines which he 
preached and expressing earnest desires to be with Christ.' 

Brown's Bible was treasured in the homes of the people with 
all the reverence and care enjoyed by Bunyan's Pilgrim's 
Progress and Boston's Fourfold State. It supphed what was 
lacking in these great soul classics, providing a clear path to 
the fount from which they derived their vitahty and strength. 
The three were considered the necessary hterary and rehgious 
equipment of the household. They furnished pabulum for 
serious reading: and they produced strong men. Burns linked 
them together in a manner that showed the popular reading 
of the time : 

For now I'm grown sae cursed douce, 
I pray and ponder buU the house; 
My shins, my lane, I there sit roastin'. 
Perusing Bunyan, Brown, an' Boston.' 

The grandson of the author. Dr. John Croumbie Brown^ 
(1805-95), relates that in distant lands, where it had been his 
lot to travel, the reputation of the Bible had gone before him. 

Epistle to James Tennant, the Miller of Glenconner. 
' J. C. Brown, Centenary Memorial, p. 163. 
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and the bulky volume, or volumes, as the case might be, would 
be produced as forming a connecting link between the host or 
hostess and himself, and that they were still appealed to as an 
authority on doctrinal and ecclesiastical subjects. He also 
recounts that, one one occasion, travelhng from Perth to 
Dundee, he had his attention dhrected by a farmer in the com¬
partment to the site of Abernethy sheltering so sweetly under 
the hills across the Tay. To the farmer's surprise, he seemed 
to know more about Abemethy than he himself did, though 
he was a native of the neighbourhood. His companion was 
curious to know how this happened: and he told him of his 
grandfather having been bom at Carpow and hved at Aber-
nethy. This led to inquiry as to his name. On hearing it, his 
questioner rephed with great rehsh: 'Eh! that's wonderful: I 
belong to the Parish Kirk, and nae further gane than last 
Sunday, we had an ordination o' elders in the Kirk: and the 
minister spak o' elders as if they were mair hke angels than 
men. That wasna my experience o' them; and says I tae mysel'. 
When I get hame, I'll rax doon the Bible, and see what John 
Brown says; and here I've met wi' his grandson.' 

The great-grandson. Dr. John Brown, the author of the 
immortal Rab, began his professional career in Chatham, 
where he fought the cholera that then raged in the town, with 
singular self-sacrifice and heroic courage. Into a house which 
he entered on his professional duties, a woman, on learning 
that his name was Dr. John Brown, asked in all sincerity, 
'if he was the son of the Self-interpreting Bible ! ' 

The labour expended by the author on this work overflowed 
in other directions. It led to the preparation of a Concordance 
of the Scriptures, which was pubhshed in 1783. Alexander 
Cruden, the pioneer of this work in the English language, 
produced his third and final edition in 1769. Brown added 
very considerably to his stock of references; and his work was 
issued with considerable frequency, until it was superseded 
by larger works that aimed at including every word of 
Scripture. 
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C H A P T E R 20 

The Lives of the Saints 

John Brown was convinced of the great value that biographies 
of men eminent for their piety and usefulness possess in 
quickening and developing the interest of the people in things 
spiritual. He was an intense reader of this kind of hterature 
himself, and felt its stimulus. Unhke George Borrow, who 
had a great passion at one stage of his career for the hves of 
criminals. Brown preferred the other side of the shield, and 
reckoned the world needed the example of good men to spur 
it on to high endeavour, rather than the ingenious deviations 
from rectitude that captivated the imagination of the brilhant 
devotee of gipsy lore. 

In this respect Brown was in accord with a later historic 
figure in the Church Cathohc, John Henry Newman. Before 
his exit from Protestantism, he took an active part in issuing 
a series of The Saints of England: and after it, in his enthu¬
siasm for his new faith, he, in conjunction with a fellow 
pervert, Frederick Faber, began the issue of The Lives of the 
Saints-v/hom Romanists hold in favour-which enterprise, 
however, had an abrupt ending. 

Newman's Lives were more than even Roman Cathohcs 
could tolerate. 'Some features in them scandahzed,' says his 
biographer, 'many Enghsh readers.' The abundance of imper¬
fectly proved miracles was objected to, and some of the stories 
of scandals within the Church were considered unsuitable for 
Protestant England. The series had to be stopped, for two 
reasons, says Newman in a letter to a fellow Oratorian : 'The 
first great fault was dryness. . . . Next that, the feeling of 
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Cathohcs about them might be summed up in these two 
objections, that the miracles need not be beheved (and were 
difficult), secondly that they would prejudice Protestants. Some 
Catholics or Protestants (I forget which) scrupled at receiving 
the account of St. Winifred carrying her head-that Bacci 
was dry.' The future Cardinal felt the snub keenly. 'Why,' he 
continued in his wrath, 'are they [the Roman Catholic clergy] 
jealous? What have we done? Since the day we were Catholics, 
they have been bursting with "jealousy" - and we are on every 
occasion to give way to this indefinite terror.' But he was 
severely called in question for his sensitiveness and pugnacity, 
and taught that it was only his to obey. 

Brown's Lives had no such flaming sword drawn over them. 
They had the hearty approval of his Church, and were read 
by increasing multitudes. Long after he had passed to his rest 
they continued to be issued, and might with profit be issued 
stiU. Of course, the so-called mh־acles that Newman and Faber 
dehghted to serve up with their chosen saints find no place in 
the lives of the men that Brown set before the public. He was 
content to allow the story of their experiences and activities, 
their defeats and triumphs, to carry its own testimony. 

In issuing them, he said, his aim was 'to disparage the 
fashionable but soul-ruining flimsiness in religion' that pre¬
vailed, and 'promote a distinct, deep, and heart-captivating 
experience of the gracious working of the Spirit of God, 
issuing in a devout, active, and orderly practice.' He appealed 
in particular to his students to gather from these Lives, so as to 
'lay deep the foundations of their professed religion, if they 
wished the ravishing delights of it.' In characteristic fashion 
he goes on to say : 

'For real gnawings of the shell wiU but render it disgustful 
to you, and make your ministrations of the Gospel a task, 
a burden to yourselves, and a curse to your hearers. None that 
know how long and how eagerly I have hunted after human 
literature, as my circumstances permitted, will readily suspect 
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me as an enthusiastic contemner of it. But as, on the brink of 
eternity (he was then in his 59th year), I dare pronounce it ail 
"vanity and vexation of spirit,'' when compared with, or not 
subordinated to, the experimental knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
as "made of God unto us, wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption." There is no language, ancient 
or modern, like that of the Gospel of the grace of God, pro¬
nounced by the Holy Ghost to one's heart, and of heaven-bom 
souls to God, under His influence; no history like that of Jesus 
Christ, redemption through His blood, and effectual apphca-
tion of His grace; no science like that of beholding the Word 
made flesh, and beholding the infinite perfections of Jehovah 
in Him and through Him, in every creature; no pleasure hke 
that of fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus 
Christ.' 

The first series of Brown's Lives appeared in 1781, and bore 
the title. The Christian, the Student, and the Pastor. The saintly 
men whom he portrayed were James Fraser of Brea, Thomas 
Halyburton, the seraphic Professor of Divinity of St. Andrews, 
Owen Stockton, a minister of Colchester, Matthew Henry, of 
Commentary fame, and Phihp Doddridge, eminent as a 
preacher, scholar, and Christian poet, and, in brief compass, 
three American writers, Thomas Sheridan, Cotton Mather, 
and Jonathan Edwards. The men are allowed mostly to relate 
their own story, and to concentrate on their spiritual conflicts, 
with the result that the impression deepens with every page. 
The call of the inner life and the necessity for its thoughtful 
culture, are what concerns the editor. Newman declares that 
'The Lives of the Saints were one of the main and special 
instruments, to which, under God, we may look for the con¬
version of our countrymen at this time' to Roman Cathohcism. 
Brown's was a much truer and loftier conception, the con¬
version of his countrymen to the Lord Christ. 

The reception accorded the pubhcation was exceedingly 
cordial. The Professor, much in advance of his time in his care 
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for the rising generation, proceeded in the foUowing year (1782) 
with a second series, entitled The Young Christian; or, the 
Pleasantness of Early Piety. Eleven Lives are given, in order 
t o -

'Encourage all concerned, to their utmost, to study, or pro¬
mote an eariy fear of God. . . . How delightful to have our 
children, servants, scholars, or young hearers hving or dying 
in the manner these young ones did I How delightful to have 
them, on their death-beds, blessing God, and thanking us for 
the pains we took in their Christian education! - Why do we 
complain of the ignorance, folly, pride, prodigality, and pro-
faneness of the rising generation, if our neglect of their souls, 
or our encouragement of them in fashionable conformity to 
the worid, be the cause? If any of them be a burden or a 
reproach to us, doth not our own wickedness correct us, and 
our backshdings reprove us?' 

To his young readers he addresses the appeal : 

'In these little histories which 1 now present to you, behold 
what your lives ought to be ! Behold what, by the grace of God, 
they might be! Behold what they would be, were it not for 
your own sloth, folly, and wickedness! Behold what an honour 
and comfort you might be to your parents, masters, teachers, 
and ministers ! and what a mercy to your famihes and country ! 
and what a joy and crown to Jesus Christ, that loved you and 
gave Himself for you ! ' 

The examples given are certainly remarkable; they illustraie, 
however, the surface meaning of the classic proverb, 'Whom 
the gods love, die young.' One or two reach the age of twenty-
two, but most are of tender years. The precocity of youth on 
its rehgious side is strikingly manifest, but the editor hhnseff, 
m a footnote, makes the assertion, '1 myseff once saw a child 
dying in a cradle that appeared to have more knowledge of 
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the principles of rehgion than some who apply for admission 
to the Lord's table.' The study of child hfe has revived in 
recent years; and the results tend to support the contested 
utterance of Wordsworth, 'Heaven lies about us in our infancy.' 
The series closes curiously with the 'dying sentences of some 
great, learned, or godly men.' They are aptly chosen, and 
culled from a wide field - Cardmal Richelieu, John Knox, 
Archbishop Ussher, Hugh Grotius, John Seiden, Dr. John 
Donne, Hugh McKail, and others. 

In the year following, 1783, Brown completed his series of 
Lives, in a work entitled Practical Piety, exemplified in the 
Lives of Thirteen Eminent Christians. These 'complete my 
mtended exemphfication of Practical Religion, in which, 1 
hope, behevers of every age and station may find somewhat 
for their own reproof, correction, and mstruction in righteous¬
ness.' These thirteen consist of eight men and five women. 
Among them were Joseph Wilhams, a rich merchant in Kidder¬
minster. Sergeant James Nisbet, son of John Nisbet of Hardhill, 
one of the Scottish covenanters, Margaret Abercrombie near 
Alloa, Ehzabeth Cairns, whose family suffered from 'the fury 
of the Highland rebels,' James Barry, who, as a boy, passed 
through the Irish massacres of 1641, a nephew of the Lord 
Chief Justice of Ireland. Most of his hst had gone through the 
sifting fires of persecution. When the torch is fit, the truth 
burns. Those whose souls hungered for the hght, and at last 
were satisfied, felt that they had a stand to make which called 
both for a reason to support it, and for a record to preserve 
it. It was such that this indefatigable worker in the rich field 
of Christian biography brought before men. 

The fact that the saints selected were from the quieter walks 
of life was the more effective, in Newman's phrase, as 'the 
popular evidence of Christianity.' There is nothing so striking 
about them as the varied nature of their personalities. Such 
dwelhng upon the inward moods might lead to monotony and 
morbidity. But there is a refreshing note in the testimony of 
each, as they severally relate how, like Dante, 'they climbed 
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the mountain.' The times also reveal themselves in theh narra¬
tive with an intimacy that brings the reader into closer touch 
with the reahties of the period than is depicted by the pains¬
taking historian. The narratives are to a large extent the per¬
sonal histories of the writers, and two of them are direct from 
their manuscripts. They show how deep the roots were planted 
in an age that rang with controversy in Church and State, and 
what rich fruits were garnered in spite of the prolonged and 
fierce storms of contention. 

The series was followed by Casuistical Hints, or Cases of 
Conscience. These hints were 'originally formed for my own 
use; and may now be considered,' says the author, 'as an 
appended illustration of the Lives, or as an appendix to my 
system on the head of Sanctification.' They afford a glimpse 
into his mind and method of dealing with the practical prob¬
lems of hfe. Brown's difficulties were not specially of an in¬
tellectual nature, they were rather of an ethical and spiritual 
type. His faith mounted over the perplexities of the mind 
facing the mysteries of the universe. It steadied itself on the 
sunht heights of God's sovereignty and His revelation in Jesus 
Christ, and accepted what was in the shadow as beyond 
human power, and rejoiced, and was content to rejoice, in the 
vast region where the hght feU. But when it came to the region 
of character and conduct, it made him agonize in his en¬
deavours to reach the lofty altitudes of rectitude and hohness, 
and he was deeply humbled that the ascent was so slow. 

The problems of conduct therefore concerned him greatly. 
Here he centres his inquiry round five important spheres, in 
which action is difficult to determine-temptation, indwelUng 
sm, spiritual experiences, the Christian wahc, and errors and 
divisions in the Church. Both the examples and the experi¬
ences of the saints whose lives he had been detaihng, as well 
as the great doctrine of Sanctification that he was fond of 
emphasizing, opened up fields where the path safely to pursue 
was not the easiest found. While the main route was plain, 
there was soon reached a doubtful belt, where right and wrong, 
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good and evil, truth and error, appear to meet and merge 
Brown set himself to act as guide and interpreter, and would-

Like a trumpet . . . rouse 
Those who with half-open eyes 
Tread the border-land dim 
'Twixt vice and virtue. 

He discusses the 'Temptations' that beset men of ah ages, in 
all ranks and professions. He deals with each in detail, and 
pursues, with the scent of a sleuth-hound, the tempter in all 
the twists and turnings he takes to capture his prey. Then, in 
a few vigorous sentences, he furnishes the weapons which grace 
and Scripture provide to meet the foe. He thereafter turns to 
'Indwelhng Sm,' whose two leading properties are deceitful-
ness and power. In this chapter he displays his analytical 
faculty in tracking evil to its hidden depths, and dragging it 
to the light. 'Spiritual Experiences,' he next examines in their 
varied character, in regard to conviction, conversion, inward 
feehngs, doubts and fears. This is followed by a chapter on 
the Christian hfe, with its roots in faith, its fellowship in God, 
its safeguards in spiritual-mindedness and a conscience void 
of offence, and its fruits in the hours of trouble and sorrow. 
The concluding chapter is concerned with 'Casuistical Hints 
relative to Scandalous Practices, Errors, and Divisions.' He 
himseff, in his early days, was the occasion of a good deal of 
offence, by the mahcious slander foisted upon him by un¬
thinking comrades, and was ministering in a Church that 
caused the first rent m the fabric of the Scottish Church. He 
could view this grave matter, therefore, from a standpoint that 
had been reached by a rugged route of personal experience. 
In a sane and temperate manner he subjects to examination 
scandalous practices, pointing out the pitfaUs, and how they 
are to be avoided. 'Errors' are to be repudiated, albeit the 
greatest care is to be exercised in defining and determining 
what is 'error.' 

'Divisions' in the Church are considered under a profound 
sense of the grievous disasters they may produce on the 
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spiritual hfe of the individual and the community. In aU cases, 
they are, ff possible, to be avoided, and much is to be allowed 
for imperfections m this imperfect world. He will only aUow 
that 'heresy in doctrine, idolatry in worship, tyranny in govern¬
ment, habitual intrusion of ministers, progressive indulgence 
of manifest scandals, imposition of sinful terms of communion 
by requh-ing any omission or commission which as circum¬
stantiated is sinful, are sufficient grounds of withdrawment 
from a Church, with some of whose members left behmd 
Christ holds spiritual fellowship.' And separation is only 
justifiable if the Church is 'obstinate in holding fast to her 
evils.^ Providence often points out 'the duty of separation by 
permitting some faithful ministers to be tyrannously thrust out 
of her communion.' 

When he turns to the means to heal the divisions in the 
Church, he has much wise and sensible advice to offer. In view 
of the special circumstances of the Church today, not only in 
Scotland but elsewhere, the wisdom of his words may weU find 
a place in the thoughts of men. Discordant parties are warned 
agamst any attempt to crush each other, or 'one party be shy 
in theh• condescensions because the other appears sinfully stiff.' 
'When meetmgs for promoting union are held, the most sen¬
sible, peaceable, prudent and humble ought to be the only 
managers, or at least the principal speakers.' The first thing 
to be considered is how far there is agreement, in order to 
'concihate affection and manifest that the real differences are 
but few and comparatively of smaller importance, it anything 
at aU but words-and the most tickhsh pomts ought to be last 
considered.' The differences that arise on doctrinal points not 
fundamental, manner of worship, personal faults, authority of 
certain courts, and practices of courts, are handled with con¬
summate sense; and agam he insists on separation being a 
necessity only when every method of reaching common ground 
without a betrayal of the highest principles is exhausted. It is 
interesting to see how the author who himseff toiled along the 
thorny and difficult path tiiat clave the Church of his land, 
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deemed secession or separation no ligiit thing, but the very 
last to be resorted to, and to what lengths he would go to 
have the breaches healed. The union among Christians ought 
specially to be studied and promoted 'in face of the perils 
threatening the Church, the inabihty of the State to help, the 
weakening caused by divisions,' and, above all, 'when God in 
His providence offers any remarkable opportunities of a happy 
conjunction.' 

The discussion of these grave problems affecting conduct 
appropriately closed the remarkable series of Lives which 
Brown issued. The situation disclosed of difficulty or peril was 
courageously faced; and he hesitated not to furnish a solution, 
whether it might commend itself to the perplexed reader or not. 
He had the faculty not only of diagnosing a condition, but also 
of discovering a remedy. The value of his 'Hints' was theh• 
honest and sincere attempt to provide guidance in regions of 
conduct where cross-roads meet at almost every turn. 

Here it may be fitting to record an experience which he him¬
self had, in a situation equaUy difficult and dehcate. He had a 
particularly strong aversion to what in those days was termed 
the 'transportation of ministers,' that is their being called from 
one sphere to another. In 1779, the pastorate of the great con¬
gregation of Bristo Church, Edinburgh, became vacant through 
the death of the minister, the Rev. John Patison. Five caUs 
were presented to ministers, which were in turn unsuccessful. 
Brown was appointed moderator (to take temporary charge) in 
1782. Many of the people were bent on having the Rev. James 
Hall (afterwards Dr. James Hall) of Cumnock, Ayrshire, as 
the minister. Others favoured a brilhant student of Brown's 
(both were his students), newly hcensed, James Peddie (after¬
wards Dr. James Peddie). The long vacancy had created ad¬
verse currents in the congregation. At the moderation for a 
call. Brown preached a sermon on Acts 1. 24, that had its 
apphcation to the circumstances, and, while not advising the 
calling of the settled minister, steered strongly in that direction. 
When the vote was taken, Peddie had a bare majority. The 
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other side raised a clamour about the unfairness of the sermon, 
which Brown hnmediately pubhshed. under the title. The 
Necessity and Advantage of Special Prayer for the Lord's 
Special Direction in the Choice of a Pastor. It was correct to 
the last particular; but it was foUowed With an Appendix of 
Free Thoughts on the Transportation of Ministers, m which 
he deprecated strongly the translation of ministers except under 
the very highest necessity. This Appendix did not soothe 
matters, and involved the author in a controversy which, he 
says, 'occasioned me many sleepless and thoughtful hours,' 
and in which he had vigorously to defend his prmciples. 

The issue m the congregational struggle was an endeavour 
to make the charge a collegiate one, and both candidates were 
requested to preach on alternate Sundays. This, however, did 
not conduce to harmony. Ultimately Mr. Peddie was ordained 
to the charge on April 3rd, 1783, in which he was succeeded 
by his son, Wilham, and the two ministered to the same con¬
gregation for the long period of 110 years tiU 1893. Mr. HaU 
and his party withdrew, and formed tiie congregation of Rose 
Street Church, m the new part of Edinburgh that was rapidly 
rising. The numbers in both congregations quickly increased, 
m Rose Street Church so greatly that in 1821 Dr. Hall and a 
part of his congregation moved to a larger church in Broughton 
Place, on the opening day of which the rival candidates of 
Bristo forty years before. Dr. Peddie and Dr. HaU, both 
preached. In both these charges, in Rose Street, and Broughton 
Place, Dr. Hall was succeeded by the grandson of John Brown. 
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C H A P T E R 21 

Letters and Tracts for the Times 

The correspondence that Brown maintamed in his hfetime 
came as a marvel to his friends after he had passed away. His 
epistolary intercourse extended to all classes. Unhappily, such 
fugitive material is not generally treasured, a fault more per¬
tinent to the eighteenth century than to this; and a large part 
of his correspondence has been lost. A few letters to the 
Countess of Huntingdon have been preserved, showing the 
intimacy of his fellowship with that remarkable woman. He 
had also frequent communication with John Mason^ of New 
York, Annan of Boston, Phihps of Sarum, and others. The 
letters that have survived show that it was not the dash of a 
pen over a few lines of commonplace that satisfied him, but 
tafic on the highest themes. So refreshing were these letters in 
their wise counsel and comfort, so brightening and stimulating, 
that many of them were sent to his sons after his death, and 
pubhshed. They may not have the touch and insight, the 
charm and vivacity of his distinguished great-grandson, the 
author of Rab; but they possess a character and an individu-
ahty of their own that made them welcome to that age, and 
called for their frequent pubhcation. 

The extracts we furnish wiU enable us to enjoy a closer view 
of the man, and the buming passion that ever animated him. 

Here is one dated August 20th, 1765 : 

* John Mason, D.D. (1731-92), belonged to Midcalder, Midlothian. The 
Secession Churches sent out a number of missionaries to the United 
States, and he went as one in 1761. He became minister in New Yorlc, 
and a distinguished leader in the Dutch Reformed Church. 
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'You ask me concerning marks of fellowship with our Lord 
Jesus. Alas! that I should know so httle about that happiness. 
How easy to talk about spiritual things, when we feel not their 
power; but, without doubt, our communion with Christ is 
real, if it make us he in the dust before Him, and cause us to 
loathe and abhor ourselves m His presence. . . . Real com¬
munion, too, melts the heart with love to God, and to His 
laws, ordinances, and people, and renders us vexed and 
shamed that we cannot love Hhn to purpose. But it is one 
thmg to know these matters in our head, and another thing to 
feel them m our heart. A h ! how many of us called Christians 
are led hke beasts by the head; and how few, like saints mdeed, 
are led by the heart.' 

To a correspondent engaged in trade, he penned a letter that 
made his occupation a source of daily instmction. The date is, 
Haddmgton, 1769. 

'Yours I received. Oh that we had learned Christ to any 
purpose! It were well to have learned but as much of Him 
as to convince us that He is far above our comprehension. 
There is nothmg in creation, but the more acquaintance we 
have with it. the more spots and blemishes we shaU see; but 
Christ, the more He is seen and known, appears so much the 
more comely. . . . As all lawful busmess is full of Christ and 
of etemal thmgs. yours is so in a pecuhar manner. Your asking 
of persons what they desh-e, as they come m. is an emblem of 
Christ saymg. "What will ye that I shall do unto you? Buy of 
Me gold tried m the fire, that thou mayest be rich." Your 
arrangmg of goods on shelves, puts me m mind of Christ 
arrangmg His blessmgs in the ordmances of the Gospel, and 
m the various promises. Often you let people see things, and 
they refuse to buy them at aU. or at least to take them at your 
price-a sad emblem of our conduct toward Christ! A h ! how 
often do we come to His ordmances and buy nothmg. view 
His covenant in a careless manner, and refuse to have any of 
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His special benefits! We reason with Christ; not to have His 
blessings cheaper-that cannot be. but to have them at a 
higher rate than that at which Christ offers them. Is not this 
madness with a witness? . . . Perhaps you somethnes ex¬
change goods; but no exchange is like that which Christ made. 
He took our curse, and gives us His blessmgs; He took our 
sorrows, and gives us His joys; He takes our old heart, which 
is httle worth, and gives us a new one; He takes away our 
filthy garments, and clothes us with a change of rahnent! 
You get your own share of slack trade on some days; but if 
you could learn the way of trading quick with Christ, if bad 
debtors make you rightly consider what you owe to Christ and 
how poorly you pay. you might make the worst part of your 
business the most profitable.' 

Out of the anguish of a sorrow-riven heart another wrote 
him. making a request at the same time for the illustration he 
had used at the Communion Table. 

'1 desire to sympathize with you in your affliction. Experi¬
ence hath made me know how hard it is to part with a pleasant 
child. God hath in His dispensation shown you that "vanity of 
vanities, all that cometh is vanity." There is no certam source 
of pleasure besides Christ. When we come into hfe. we are 
much in the same situation as you were when you got home-
we find created joys on their death-bed. May we put as httle 
trust in them as they deserve ! In this stroke. I am sure God 
is righteous. Think if your tender httle one did not twine about 
your heart, and draw it off from God. Is it not. then, just that 
God abohsh the idol? But. methinks. this stroke is not only 
just, but it is good also, both to you and to your child. What 
you have met with on this occasion appears to me an evidence, 
so far as I can see into the secrets of Jehovah, that God has 
at once taken your child to Himseff, and, in some measure, 
taken your child's room m your heart. If, when young ones are 
in such danger here, God hath taken your daughter to educate 
her in heaven, if she is gone to Christ, your best Friend above, 
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is she any worse? rather, is she not far better? Do you weU to 
be angry that God has dealt so graciously with her? Learn 
from the death of children to pant for the ever-living God; to 
consider them, and all created things, as mere loans, which 
God may recall at pleasure. Esteem nothing but Christ your 
proper possession; all things beside Him give us the shp. 

'As to the note at the service of the table, of which you 
spoke, it was to this purpose : "When the savages of Louisiana 
were going to murder Lasale.^ or his Itahan friend, he told 
them that, such was his regard for them, that he had them all 
in his heart; and would they murder a man who loved them so 
well? A t the same time applying a small looking-glass to his 
breast, he desired them to look, and see if it was not so. It is 
said that the poor savages, observing their own image, had 
their barbarity melted into the most tender compassion and 
love; they would not for the world have hurt him or suffered 
him to be hurt by others." Now. beheving communicants. Jesus 
bids you look into His heart, and see yourselves there. "Be¬
hold." said He. "you were on my heart from eternity, when 
I undertook for you; then My dehghts were with the sons of 
men. and I rejoiced in the habitable parts of the earth. L o ! 
you were on my heart on Calvary, when it was melted as the 
wax with the wrath due to your crimes ! Behold you are on my 
heart, now that I am in the midst of the throne, while I appear 
in the presence of God for you and prepare a place for you ! " 

To a relative on the death of her first-born he wrote : 

'God indeed has manifested, in your case, the vanity of all 
earthly enjoyments, in giving you a child to look about her 
and die. However, Ο mind! it is the Lord; let Him do what 
seemeth to Him good. She was not given, but lent you. Grudge 
not the recall of the loan. I am sure He did not recall it till 
He saw it proper and necessary. In plenty of wisdom, as well 

' Robert Cavelier La Salle (1643-87), a great French explorer in North 
America. 
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as justice. He doth afflict. Nay, in plenty of mercy too. . . . I 
beseech you, beware of immoderate sorrow for the loss of your 
only child. If you do not, it may break your own dehcate con¬
stitution, and quickly hurry you to the grave. You have not 
reason to sorrow as those who have no hope. . . . Indulge not 
the mind in recalhng her agreeable looks and the hke, but 
turn aside, looking unto Jesus, the Child, the Son of God. 
FeUowship, close fellowship with Him, can allay the bitterest 
griefs, and make up the greatest losses on earth.' 

In these letters are occasional glimpses of his own personal 
life. To a mother who had lost her husband he sent a heartening 
message for herself and children : 

'1 am essaying to weep with you that weep. . . . The Lord 
hath now an opportunity of giving you an experience of Hhn-
self as the widow's husband, the widow's judge, and the 
widow's stay. Stir up your soul and cry, "I know that my 
Redeemer hveth'; 'my Lord and my God'; yea, mine own 
God is He." Permit me to say a few things to the children. 
Remember your father hath often and solemnly devoted you 
to the Lord. Ο ! for the Lord's sake, never give yourselves to 
Satan, or to your own lusts ! If you cast yourselves on the God 
of your father, I dare foretell that God will take care of you all, 
both of soul, and of body. I myself was thrown to the wide 
world when young, and yet to this moment I never was in a 
strait as to outward things; nor as to inward things either, 
unless when my unbelieving heart was the cause.' 

Writing from Stow, June 6th, 1769, to a friend tried in the 
furnace, he sought to sustain him with views of 'our hberal 
Jesus, Who seeing our need, doth grant unto us His gracious 
promises.' He makes appeal for his friend's sympathy, m view 
of his own shortcomings. 'Dear friend, pity me, and cry 
mightily to God on my behalf. It is shocking, if you knew it, 
to think what difference there is betwixt my sermons and my 
own inward hfe.' 
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To Miss Christian Scott, Edinburgh, battlmg with mental 
depression, he brought the solace of a wise comforter : 

'1 would not have you to sink under your burdens : Christ 
says to you, "Cast thy burden on the Lord, and He shall 
sustain thee." What, though you be weak, is Christ not strong 
enough to help you? And is He not wilhng enough? is He not 
a tender-hearted brother and friend? Was He not manifested 
for this end, that He might destroy the works of the devil? 
And is not that hardness of your heart, that stupidity and care¬
lessness about divine things, that inabihty to apply divme 
promises, that unfitness for prayer, that you are plagued with, 
a work of the devil? Surely it is; oh then give it up to Christ, 
that He may destroy it in you and for you. . . . Do not be 
afraid at every blast, but essay to grip to the promise of Christ 
to encourage you. . . . It is true, God has said, "Thou shalt 
call me. My Father, and shalt not turn away from Me"; what 
more could you desire God to engage for you? Oh! hold Hhn 
at His word, essay to plead it in prayer, and though, for a 
hundred times on end, you should be so straitened m essaymg 
to plead it, plead on; God waits to be gracious-and will you 
not wait till He be gracious? . . . Is it not very pleasant, 
that where sin abounds, grace, sovereign grace much more 
abounds? I hope that God will bring you to a wealthy heritage, 
though He draws you through fire and water to it. Oh! my 
dear young friend, when your feet are in the net, let your eyes 
be toward Jesus, the conqueror of sm, death, and hell; and 
by looking to Him you shall be hghtened. Whenever you 
ponder your own dismal case, be sure to ponder the sure 
grace, mercy, and savmg power of the Redeemer, and ponder 
how many claims you have on Christ. . . . It is the faith of 
Christ's love, saving power, and infinite righteousness that 
must melt your heart; thmk on it night and day; try to get that 
text pressed on your heart, "He loved me, and gave Himself 
for me." ' 

The letters overflow with profound sympathy for those who 
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'bear the whips and scorns of time.' He himself had tasted the 
bitterness that hfe can offer in some of its moods, but had 
drunk yet more deeply of the streams that flow from the 
crystal fountain. The sorrows and sufferings of men and women 
touched a responsive chord in his heart, and he was eager to 
help them to reach the refreshing waters. In this way he 
exercised a wider ministry than he contemplated, as the re¬
cipients carried his messages to others in like perplexity. A 
demand arose in time for their publication, with which his 
sons comphed; and thus, that which was meant to be the 
enhghtening help of one became the comfort and stay of many. 

His letters were only one feature of his crowded hfe; 'tracts 
for the thnes' poured forth from his busy pen. These were 
Tracts that had a special appeal to theh: day before those that 
with momentous consequences to the Church of England 
origmated the Tractarian movement in the 'thirties' of last 
century. Many of Brown's were afterwards collected and pub¬
lished. Some of them take the form of Meditations, musing 
soliloquies, especially where some enkindhng aspect of re¬
vealed truth enthralled the vision, Christ being made of God 
to us Sanctification, The Grace of God as manifested in Re¬
demption. The Purchase and the Application of Redemption, 
A Soul shut up to Faith, Spiritual Elevation and Dejection. 
The style is simple but incisive, and the language vibrates with 
the passion of a man in tune with the Infinite. 'Redemption! 
thou etemal excellency, the joy of many generations, retum. 
return, that I may look upon Thee ! How my heart is amazed, 
is ravished with the view of what my adored Jesus hath done 
for me in the purchase of redemption, and doth to me in the 
everlasting application of it to my soul! ' Then the great theme 
unfolds itself, discovering fresh beauties to the ardent spirit; 
and he concludes, 'What melting views are these! How my 
heart heaves with joy, flames with love, would burst with 
praise, ff wonder would allow ! ' (Tract i i i , A Contrast of the 
Purchase and Application of Redemption.) 

Other tracts have more specific reference to the events and 
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controversies of the day that were engrossing the minds of 
the people. These he utilized to wmg a message for his Master. 
The contention between Arminians and Calvinists then raged 
fiercely, and a tract entitled Conditional Election and Free-will 
set forth his views with conspicuous clearness, where the 
Arminian theory is described as 'a miserable comforter and 
physician of no value.' In 1775 came a dissolution of Parha-
ment, with a general election and all the orgies that then 
gathered round such an event in those pre-ballot days, when 
bribery and corruption flourished. He sees in it another 'Dis¬
solution,' and it impels his pen to quicken to a better hfe his 
tellows in the muddy whiri of pohtics. 

'The late dissolution of Pariiament in no way that I know 
of affects my private interest.^ Scarce any, such as I could have 
treedom to choose for my representative, viz. "able men 
feanng God, and hating covetousness," will be turned out' 
and perhaps as few brought in, by the change. But when î 
consider the terrible scenes of deceit, bribery, drunkenness. 
Ignorant and profane swearing or perjury, that will be thereby 
occasioned, it sinks my spirits, and I look on the dissolution 
as a means of hastening our ruin. Alas! what numerous, what 
heavy curses of Jehovah, the King of nations, the wickedness 
committed m the electioneering work will draw down' And 
what court, what kingdom, can prosper under so many fearful 
curses of Almighty God! It is neither N . nor F. nor Ρ that I 
either fear or tmst, but a long-provoked and exceedingly angry 
God. TiU our madness and profligacy in diversions, elections 
and many things else, and the fearful murder, deceit, and 
robbery, committed in our East Indian trade, and our hatred 
and contempt of Christ and His Gospel, be turned into weeping 
and mouming and girding with sackcloth. I camiot expect any 
blessed prosperity for Britain. Nay. I am astonished that God. 

11?0ίοΓοΓΗαΧίΑ4^ obtained. The' 
Pencaitland, numbered only 75 (Sir C F AT' 10«"•^". •ל^'־« of 
Scotland in the Last Century, 1887 pp̂ î 60̂  י""^ י'""'""^ יי" 70
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in His infinite patience, tiatli borne so long with us, and hath 
not dissolved us from being a nation. But, turn thine eyes, Ο 
my soul ! to a much more solemn scene. In a little our lower 
world shaU be dissolved.' 

And then the scene is depicted that shows 'the vast assembly 
of mankind dissolved'; and it furnishes an armoury to press 
home a vigorous message. 

This Tract was followed by another on The Grand Poll. The 
candidates make their appeal to the electors. 

'Terrible confusion having happened among mankind, their 
original state was totally dissolved by the great King, the Lord 
of hosts. It was, therefore, necessary that they should be 
represented and directed by a new head. Two candidates, of 
very different characters, appeared to sohcit their votes. Beelze¬
bub-a prodigal rake, who, in a few days of his youth, had 
spent his large patrimony, and rendered himseff and many 
milhons of his friends absolutely bankrupt and miserable; but 
who, nevertheless, became more and more proud, and, by his 
impudence, flattery, falsehood, and other arts, gained the 
character of a most fashionable and prevalent orator-was the 
one. Jesus Christ-the only begotten Son of the Most High 
God, whose abihties for management, and whose fidelity, as 
well as His true love to God and men, were absolutely infinite; 
and who had the tongue of the leamed to speak words that are 
spirit and life to every attentive hearer - was the other.' 

Beelzebub had the presumption first to ascend the hustings, 
and, with a fawning smile and loud cry, called for attention. 
Into his mouth is put an ingenious and eloquent harangue, 
flattering human weaknesses, which in the end gained the loud 
and prolonged huzzas of the assembled hosts, 'No Jesus Christ, 
but Beelzebub for ever! Beelzebub for ever! Beelzebub for 
ever ! ' When Jesus Christ, in infinite compassion to the multi¬
tude, mounted the hustings, with difficulty He obtained a 
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 hearing. Many tumed away; to those that remained is dehvered ן
a powerful plea, throbbing with tenderness and love, exhibiting 
the greatness of the divine compassion, and the dignity of the 
divine calling, so that multitudes, even of those that had most 
heartily voted with Beelzebub, with great melting of heart, 
cried out. 'Behold, we come unto Thee, for Thou art the Lord 
our God,' 'God my Saviour, my Master, my Lord and my 
God.' 

; In 1782 there was a change of Government. The death of 
I Rockmgham led to a new Mmistry being formed under Shel-
i burne. Some members retained theh: posts, among them bemg 
j the Lord Advocate for Scotland, Henry Dundas, who was then 
I entering upon his thirty years' term of office, which became 
i known as the period of 'The Dundas Despotism.' A peace had 
j just been concluded after what had been 'a most ruinous, 
I perhaps on all hands a most unnecessary and sinful war,' 
j according to John Brown; and there was loud talk among 

politicians about the British constitution, and the perilous state 
j of the nation, owing to the immense debt the war had incurred. 
Î To the eager-eyed patriot of Haddington, there was too Uttle 
i recognition of the King of nations in the national councils, and 
j in a tract on The State of Britain's Debt to God, he enforced 
I this with uncommon spirit. 'Amidst all their pretensions of 
I regard to the British constitution, and concern for the indebted 

and dangerous state of the nation, neither the old nor the 
I new Ministry had in the least adverted to the extensive accounts 

between us and God.' He proceeds to enumerate the blessmgs 
the nation had enjoyed, the priceless blessings of redemption, 
and personal, family, and national mercies, and, to enforce his 

j plea, contrasts these with a 'few of the leading articles of 
I Britain's debt to God.' 

I The country was deeply concerned with its enormous bur-
I dens. The pohtical horizon was lowering. France was on the 
I eve of its revolution. Measures were anxiously discussed to 
} avert catastrophe in our sea-gh-t isles, and to bring the ship 

of state into smoother waters. In a further tract on Britain's 
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Sole Preservative, he discusses this, and the proposals for 
remedy. 

'Let our pohtical managers project what schemes they will 
for the reformation and salvation of our nation, they will but 
issue in vanity and vexation of spirit. Nothing but a remark¬
able outpouring of the Spirit of God can prevent our super¬
lative miseries, answerable to our heaven-daring national in¬
iquities. As no civil societies have any existence in the future 
state, national sins must of necessity be punished with national 
judgments in this world.' 

He proceeds to elaborate, with a wealth of Scripture incident 
and citation, the nation's best asset, and highest defence, and 
calls upon -

'Every Briton that wishes well to his country, to cease from 
trusting in men, and their carnal and selfish pohtics, and to 
cry mightily to God, that He may think on us, that we perish 
not; that He may plentifully pour out His Spkit from on high 
upon all ranks.' 

In 1783 there came the accession of Wilham Pitt to power 
as Prime Minister, at the early age of twenty-four. The period 
was critical, and the appointment struck the imagination of 
the country. Hearty approval was met by violent disapproval. 
John Brown beheld the matter in a different hght, and he sent 
forth Tract xvii, Christ the Best Minister of State, in the spirit 
of Savonarola, who hung out the scroll over the doorway of 
the Senate Hall of Florence, 'Christ the King of Florence.' 

subject, it is not much worth my while to think or speak of 
British managers of State. Grey hairs assure me that I shall 
soon be put out of their reach, with respect to both thek good 
and their evil. But, blessed be God, I hope never to be out of 
the beneficent reach of the Administrator of the new covenant.' 

With Jesus Christ as ruler, he shows what blessings befall 
both the individual and the nation. 

From the watch-tower in Haddington the Professor eagerly 
scanned the horizon, and allowed few occasions to pass with-

Ï out attempting to lift men's minds by means of the flitting 
I events to higher altitudes. He dwelt there himself, but kept in 
I touch with all that was occurring on the planas below. He did 

not withdraw from mundane things, as if it mattered not what 
? befell his country. He was ahve to the surpassing importance 

of the movements of the time, and was too observant a student 
of history not to know that whatever did not make for right¬
eousness in a people was to their peril. 'The truest patriot.' said 
Adam Smith, 'is the man who has the keenest conscience of 
the nation's sins.' By the Tracts he issued, with their extensive 
ckculation. and by other efforts of his pen. he strove to en-

i kindle in the hearts of his fellows a real patriotic love for thek 
I country, fearlessly exposmg the evils that preyed on ks vitals, 

and stirring them up to loftier ideals. In this way he became 
one of the silent forces that contribute to the making of a 
nation, the modelhng of its character, and the shaping of its 
destiny. 

'Upon our sovereign's advancing his present young Minister, 
while multitudes strive who shall most condemn or defend 
the British Premier, let me turn mine eyes, my heart, and my 
tongue towards Jesus Christ, to whom the Majesty of heaven 
hath committed all judgment, and given all power and fulness 
in heaven and on earth. Unless for an introduction to a better 
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C H A P T E R 22 

Incidents of the Home, and Minor Works 

The years that shpped past found the Professor, with his 
widening reputation, pursuing his course steadily in Hadding-
ton in the work of his congregation, the duties of the profes¬
soriate, and abundant service to his Church. The incessant 
labours of the study went on. and issued in a constant stream 
of works for the press. Some of the original manuscripts have 
been preserved. They are crowded pages, written on both 
sides of the paper, with scarcely an erasion or correction, for 
before they were allowed to proceed to the printer's table they 
had to submit to two or three revisions. 

Two of his sons were now preparing for the ministry. They 
had passed through the curriculum of the University of Edin¬
burgh, and received their training in divinity in the Haddington 
Hall. 

Regarding the elder one. John, a somewhat amusing incident 
occurred as he crossed the threshold of his career. In 1776 he 
completed his studies. Before he was called to Whitburn in 
LinUthgowshire, he undertook the charge of a congregation 
in London, mmistered to by the Rev. Archibald HaU. who had 
been a pupil of his father's while schoolmastering at Spittal 
near Penicuik. Mr . Hall's health had broken down, and he was 
obliged to rest for six months. During this period. John Brown 
the younger discharged the pastoral work. While in London, 
a young lady in humble position, but of exceUent gifts, haihng 
from the borders of Scotland and residmg with an aunt in the 
city, working as a dressmaker, captivated his affections. The 
commentator, when he heard of his leanings, was gravely 
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dubious if she were a suitable helpmeet for his son, and if her 
position m the social scale was sufficient for her to be a 
daughter-m-law in his household, who himseff was a weaver's 
boy. He despatched Ebenezer to London to play the part of 
Major Pendennis. When he retumed. he was eagerly ques¬
tioned ii he had met the young maiden. Ebenezer gave the 
overwhehning reply. 'Father, if John does not marry her. I 
am going to marry her myseff.' Isabella Cranstoun.i with her 
noted personal beauty, and meditative turn of character, became 
the spouse of John, and she more than fulfilled the standard 
which the Professor laid down for his students in the choice 
of 'a help and an omament to themselves and their family.' 

On May 22nd. 1777. John was ordained at Whitbum. and 
his father introduced hhn to his flock on the following Sunday 
with a sermon on rehgious steadfastness, that was pubhshed 
and extensively circulated. John. also, was the author of 
numerous works, and the editor of considerably more. 

Among the few letters to his own family that have been 
preserved, there is one written by Brown in 1782 to this son. 
which reveals the simple homely touch, and how all hfe to 
him was transfused with the unsetting fight. It was no jar for 
hun to pass from the mundane and the commonplace to the 
supreme heights. He had been at Stow on Gala water, a 
congregation that elected him to its pastorate in his student 
days, and for such confidence enjoyed a warm place in his 
affections. He paid it an almost yearly visi t- i t was only about 
thirty miles from Haddington. On this occasion, with the 
snows of sixty years upon him. his health had been unpaired. 
His town also was threatened with the ravages of a cholera 
that was playing havoc among the dwellers in the metropohs. 

To the Rev. John Brown, Whitburn 
DEAR SON, 

'At present we are all moderately weU. My iUness at 
Stow, I suppose, was entirely owing to want of cold meat and 

' John Cairns, Memoir of the Rev. John Brown, pp. 13-15. 
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good porter, in consequence of whicli I was obliged to take as 
little meat as 1 could. I now experience the truth of the proverb. 
Home is home, though never so homely. Oh to be ready for 
that eternal home from which we shaU go no more out ! 

'1 intend to be with you at your sacrament, if the Lord wiU, 
providing you could persuade Mr. Dick [South Queensferry] 
to come east and see his friends, and we should some of us 
supply Queensferry for him that day. I ever blush to desire 
brethren to take this trouble for me. but I suppose all these 
things will soon be over with me; and I would hke to be once 
more in your country. 

'The trouble that is raging in Edinburgh appears to have 
entered our place. Oh to hate sin. the cause of it! 

'The books were sent off to you last week. This with our 
compliments to Bell [John's wife] and to Brother [John Prim¬
rose] at East Calder. I received Mr. Low's [minister at Biggar] 
letter too late, but sent off to Mr. Thorburn [South Shields] 
to go to Biggar on 4th Sabbath, but know not yet whether 
he is to come or not. Had 1 but got Mr. Low's letter at the 
Presbytery. I could easily have supplied him on the 4th 
Sabbath of June. May the Lord leam us all to look beforehand 
to the concerns of our souls ! 

HADDINGTON, 
June, 1782. 

'Our sacrament is on the 5th Sabbath of June. Pray for our 
withered corner.' 

A short time after this, the home at Longridge was deeply 
shadowed by the death of the firstbom; and from the sympa¬
thizing heart at Haddington came a letter addressed to 'Dear 
Bell,' making anxious inquiries regarding herseff and Johnny, 
as no message had been received in answer to a former com¬
munication. With the warm sympathy again expressed there 
is affectionate counsel 'to eye the hand of God in this dispen¬
sation.' and 'recommending a moderate freedom' in visiting 

[216] 

some of the kindly-hearted neighbours, 'as too much lone¬
liness may do you hurt.' 

On May 24th. 1780. the Professor had the pleasure of seeing 
Iiis second son. Ebenezer. ordained to a charge at Inverkeith-
ing. Fffeshire. Ebenezer. fuh of boyish spirits in his youth, the 
hero of many a rolhcking story, became in process of years one 
of the most eloquent preachers in the country. His saintly 
character was as noted as his rare oratorical powers. From far 
and near men came to hsten to the sublime eloquence of the 
brilhant son of Haddmgton. Lord Brougham and Lord Jeffrey 
sought him out and declared that he was the greatest natural 
orator that they had ever heard. The Professor felt that neither 
himself nor his eldest son at Whitburn could stand alongside 
the preacher of Inverkeithing. 'You and I.' said the Teacher 
of Preachers, 'try to preach; but Eben can preach.' 

In introducing Ebenezer to his congregation he chose as his 
subject 'the duty of raising up Spiritual Children.' The sermon 
was afterwards published. The full title of it had the flavour 
of the age. 'The Fearful Shame and Contempt of those Pro¬
fessed Christians who neglect to raise up Spiritual Children 
to Jesus Christ.' The text was a 'corner' one. Deut. 25. 5-10. 
In the spirit of the homiletics of the time, he regarded the 
people for whom the law was intended as typical, and the body 
as that of the Church. 

'Jesus Christ, our glorious Elder Brother, died, and went 
to His Father, leaving the New Testament Church a widow 
deprived of His bodily presence, and childless without any 
remarkable mcrease to God. It therefore becomes His profes¬
sed younger brethren, particularly Christian parents, masters, 
and ministers, in their holding fellowship with His Church, to 
exert themselves to the uttermost for raising up spiritual seed 
to Him.' 

In the year 1780 a vigorous pamphlet came from the Pro¬
fessor's pen, vindicating the stand his Church had taken m the 
conflict for the rights and liberties of the Church of Christ. 
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A new generation was rising tliat lieard as afar off tlie battle-
cries of the first half of the century. The human memory is 
proverbially short; the present is ever recording its exciting 
passages across the deep dark lines of the past. The Estab-
hshed Church was leaming little wisdom from the resuUs of its 
high-handed action in the settlement of its ministers; and the 
three streams that separated from it were rapidly gaining in 
depth and volume at its expense. But those who championed 
the honour and purity of the Church had time and again to 
justify their position, sometimes against those with whom 
they had a good deal in common. In the other branch of the 
Secession was a protagonist of restless energy. Adam Gib, 
whose undoubted powers were limited by his keen partisan¬
ship. He was scathing in his denunciation of the followers of 
the Erskines, and, as usual, misrepresented their attitude. 

In 1774 Gib produced two ponderous volumes, The Present 
Truth: A Display of the Secession Testimony; in the Three 
Periods of the Rise, State, and Maintenance of that Testimony. 
He traversed with great fuhiess of detail the whole secession 
controversy; and somewhat cavaherly dismissed Brown's 
account of the numbers present at the momentous Synod of 
April 1747, which witnessed the unhappy schism. Brown 
wrote him two letters,^ giving his authority for his statement 
and pointing out other mistakes in his elaborate Display. He 
affirmed: 

'1 took my information from the minutes of the meeting; 
which, I daresay, you wiU own to be an authority superior to 
the assertion of twenty members of it. on that point. When 
you had no such voucher, and accordingly have been exceed¬
ingly varied in your accounts, was it not rash m you. to repre¬
sent me as guilty of falsehood, without once inquiring for my 
authority to say so?' 

After giving the names of the thirty-two that took the broader 

' The leuers are to be found at the close of the second volume in one 
of the issues of the Display of the Secession Testimony. 
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f 
5 View of the burgess-oath, as against the twenty-three led by 

Moncrieff and Gib who opposed it. he adds : 

'Now. as you have sent abroad perhaps some thousands of 
copies, to spread this false reproach agamst me, and to per-

j petuate the same, I hope regard to truth, as weU as to your 
I own honour, wiU induce you to make your acknowledgment 
 of your mistake as wide as you have made your groundless ן
} reproach. Nothing more becomes ministers of Christ than a 
1 due regard to integrity and truth.' 

 ,He had just posted this letter on the morning of June 17th ן
Î 1774, from Haddington, to his correspondent m Edmburgh! 
I when he recaUed other notable mistakes, and wrote hnmedi-
I ately in the hope that the letters might 'come to your hand this 
I day. and not disturb you on the Saturday.' This was to correct 
j Gib's designating the first Testimony of 1734 of the Secession 
I Presbytery, an extra-judicial deed. Brown shows from the 
f ongmal mmutes tiiat it was drawn up by presbyterial appoint-
{ ment, and was judiciaUy approved at subsequent meetings of 
I the Presbytery. A hke assertion had been made by Rev A 
I Moncrieff of Abemethy twenty years before. Brown had called 
I his attention to the error, which Moncrieff ignored. After 

relating this. Brown proceeds : 

'If. sir. you as publicly acknowledge your mistake on this 
point, and m the other as to the number of members at tiie 
Sedemnt of the Breach, it will both prevent sm. do honour 
to tmth. and to yourself; and make such hints as we have only 
your word for. better credited. These are not aU. nor near all 
the mistakes. I thmk I see in your performance. But what I 
intend is not to dispute with you. but to give you friendly in¬
formation from better vouchers than you had to go upon. And 
if you make such an use thereof as wiU testify your impartial 
regard to truth, perhaps I may be encouraged to give you some 
other hmts. which I long ago leamed from the minutes or 
original papers.' 
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Adam Gib, in his reply, declared his two letters did not 
reach him till the evenmg of Saturday the 18th, discounted the 
value of the minutes as containing an accurate record, and 
preferred to lean on the rather precarious testimony of the 
recoUection of those present at the historic Synod of nearly 
thirty years before. He held by his contention on the other 
points, and closed by saymg. T o conclude, I know myself to 
be a hearty weU-wisher to you-with all those you are in 
connection with.' 

The controversy was engaged m by others, and ultimately 
the Professor intervened in 1780 with a pamphlet on The Re¬
Exhibition of the Testimony, vindicated in Opposition to the 
Unfair Account of it by the Rev. Mr. Adam Gib. He kept 
by authoritative documents bearing on the discussion, and 
from this armoury of facts was able to make a trenchant 
reply. 

Into a wider controversy than this, however, was Brown 
allured. A new pohtical question was at this time rising on 
the national horizon, the question of Cathohc emancipation. 
It was stirring the passions of men profoundly; and it came 
too near the Church of Christ not to draw him into its zone 
of fire. So deep were the wounds inflicted on the body pohtic 
in the eyes of some by Roman Catholicism, when in power, 
that any opening of the doors that barred its freedom awake¬
ned a sense of dread in many hearts. The latter decades of the 
Stuart dynasty were not forgotten; and the late attempt of the 
'Bonnie Prince,' backed by Catholic Powers, was a vivid 
memory. For England, Parhament had passed a measure in 
1778, relieving Roman Catholics from the disabihties imposed 
by the Act of Wilham III for the further preventmg of the 
growth of Popery. By that Act Cathohcs were prohibited from 
teaching their own youth, from purchasing or inheritmg a 
single acre of land, even from becoming domestic servants. 
The disquahfications indeed were so drastic that the Act was 
more honoured in the breach than in the observance. 

The whole story of these penal laws is no doubt a painful 
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puzzle to those in our time who know httie of history, and 
regard religious toleration as an unquestioned principle.' The 
state of mind that passed these acts with such disabilities is 
mconceivable to us. Yet the people who passed them, and 
those who were averse to repeahng them, were not fools, nor 
speakmg generally, fanatics. To understand their point of 
view, we have only to remember that the Papacy claimed to 
be a world-power, a spiritual empire, witii the right itself (its 
own) to define the boundaries of the spkitual world, and the 
further right to enforce its claims, where possible, by the 
temporal arm. Before the Reformation, this claim, with certain 
modifications and occasional protests, was admitted in the 
British Isles; and the series of Acts by which the Papal juris¬
diction was transferred to the Crown, henceforth to be supreme 
m all causes, temporal and spiritual, meant an important 
stage m the development of the national consciousness The 
mterference of a foreign Power, whether m Church or State 
was naturally suspected and resented; and when the Papal 
pretensions were backed by the Spain of Philip II. and The 
France of Louis X I V . it aroused feelings which grew to a 
passionate hatred. Those, therefore, that clung to the Old 
religion' were regarded not so much as heretics as prospective 
traitors. ^ 

It was proposed to apply the repeahng Acts that had been 
passed m England to Scotland; but the dread and hatred of 
Rome were more intense in Scotland than in England• and 
the proposal aroused such fierce opposition that the measure 
was for the time withdrawn. The opposition sprang from all 
classes and shades of rehgious and political creed. The first 
mdeed to sound the alarm was an Episcopalian clergyman.' 

f ' , .^ u""^ ^ Drummond. who afterwards became Bishop 
of Edmburgh. Dr. John Erskine. one of the most influential 
mmisters m the Church of Scotland, wrote a severe pamphlet 
m which he held that such an act would be disastrous both 
to religion and hberty. and maintained a spirited correspond¬
ence with Edmund Burke on the question. John Brown pub-
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lished two pamphlets, one in 1779. and another m the follow¬
ing year. The two together make a fair-sized volume. Their 
titles speak for themselves. The earher one is designated The 
Oracles of Christ and the Abominations of Anti-Christ com¬
pared; or, a Brief View of the Errors, Impurities, and In¬
humanities of Popery; the other appeared as two Letters to a 
Friend, and was written in the form of question and answer. 
The Absurdity and Perfidy of all Authoritative Toleration of 
Gross Heresy, Blasphemy, Idolatry, and Popery in Britain. 
These pamphlets show the hatred which John Brown enter¬
tained for the erroneous doctrines of Rome, and his unwilling¬
ness to have affairs of state entrusted to those who held them. 

The next few years must have kept the minister of Hadding-
ton and his pubhshers busy. Not a few of the works akeady 
referred to, on which he had been engaged for a considerable 
period, emerged from his pen. In 1781, 1782, and 1783 were 
issued his three series of Lives. In 1781 appeared in bulky 
volume his Types and Figures of the Old Testament Dispen¬
sation, and in the year following his System of Christian 
Doctrine was published. In 1784 two other works appeared: a 
Compendious History of the Church in Scotland, in two vol¬
umes, and The Harmony of Scripture Prophecies, and History 
of their Fulfilment, in one. Another work of his had great 
popularity. Devout Breathings, in which room was given for 
expanse of soul and lofty vision; by 1784, it had akeady 
passed through sixteen editions. A small volume, sometimes 
bound up with it, was extensively circulated. The Awakening 
Call: Four Solemn Addresses, to Sinners, to Children, to 
Young Men and Women, and to Aged Persons. 

These productions, along wkh the other works that laid the 
foundation of his enduring fame, carried his name to distant 
shores. In 1784 a signal honour was paid to him who had been 
a herd-boy at Abernethy, and sat on the benches of no Univer¬
sity, but who, by his untiring industry and indomitable spirit, 
had climbed into the ranks of Christian scholarship. America 
was commencmg its great and prosperous career, and was 
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anxious to fill its rising colleges with strong men. The Dutch 
Reformed Church invited John Brown to accept a professor¬
ship in Its new college. It was an honour that was a tribute to 
his fame and learning, but he dechned it, never mentioning to 
any one what had been proffered him. It might have savoured 
of egotism, and that he detested. Had he seen fewer years it 
might have received a favourable answer, but he was hi his 
sixty-second year, and he felt Time's strong hand steahng over 
hmi If the proposal had been accepted, and he had migrated 
to the new world with his numerous family, that have left 
such deep marks on various departments of learning, it would 
have meant a loss of no mean kind to Scotland, and without 
doubt a great gam to America. 

Written in this same year 1784. moved thereto, perhaps, by 
this honour, there was found among his papers when he died 
a calm dedication of himseff to God in which the true spirit 
of the man appears. His professorship had now continued for 
seventeen years; twenty-seven books had proceeded from his 
pen most of them demanding extensive reading, protracted 
study and careful regard to minute detail. His name w a f 
household word in Scotland, and was known to manTfar 

were being read by increasing numbers. It can scarcely be 
denied that he was the most voluminous rehgious wrker of 
his day. It IS true that his writings may lack the magic style 
and while some live and others are dead beyond h o p f o i 
resurrection, yet they won extraordinary success. No more 
potent force for the furtherance of evangehcal truth Jst7Z 

e land. And ff that bright flame could be kept b riSng u״ ״ 

ts crown 1ηΖ\Τ'"''' ' ' " ^ " ^ ^ '  ose with^^ ״ ^^^" י
enseTf .elf u ״ ' ' " י  deep sense of self-subordination, and an intense deske that the ^ ^^^^^״^^״ י

himself. Here he unveils the Mdden 
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'HADDINGTON, 
June 25th, 1784. 

*Lord ! I am now entering upon tiie 34tl1 year of my mini¬
stry, an amazing instance of sovereign mercy and patience to 
a cumberer of the ground! How strange that Thou shouldst 
have, for more than sixty years, continued striving to exercise 
mercy and lovingkindness upon a wretch that hath all along 
spoken and done all the evil that I could; nor ever would 
yield, but when the almighty influence of free grace put it out 
of my power to oppose it. Lord! how often have I vowed, 
but never grown better; confessed, but never amended ! Often 
Thou hast chaUenged and corrected me, and yet I have gone 
on fro wardly in the way of my heart. As an "evil man and 
seducer," I have grown worse and worse. But where should a 
sinner flee but to the Saviour? Lord! all refuge faileth me; no 
man can help my soul. Nothing will do for me but an un¬
common stretch of Thy Ahnighty grace. To Thee, Ο Jesus, 
I give up myself, as a foolish, guilty, polluted, and enslaved 
sinner; and I hereby solemnly take Thee as mine, as "made 
of God to me wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and re¬
demption." I give up myself as a poor, ignorant, careless, and 
wicked creature, who hath been "ever learning, and yet never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth,'' to Thee, Ο Lord, 
that Thou mayest bestow gifts on the rebelhous, and exalt 
Thy grace, in showing kindness to the unworthy. Ο Saviour ! 
come down, and do something for me before I die. I give up 
myself and family, wife and children, and servant, to Thee, 
encouraged by Thy promises: Gen. 17. 7; Jer. 31. 1; Isa. 44. 
3; 59. 21. I commit my poor, weak, withered congregation, 
deprived by death of its pillars, that Thou mayest strengthen, 
refresh, and govern it. I commit aU my students unto Thee, 
that Thou, Ο Lord, mayest train them up for the ministry. 
May never one of them be so unfit as I have been. Lord! I 
desire to take hold of Thy new covenant, "well ordered in 
aU things and sure. This is all my salvation, and aU my desire." 

JOHN BROWN. ' 
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One must allow due weight to the sense of shortcoming 
when the fuU blaze is turned mwards, but there rings out the 
true man. 

The immense labours of the study were solely intended to 
benefit his feUows. Pecuniarily his works profited him httle; 
but that concerned him as little. He stood absolutely clear of 
the witchery of the purse. '1 would not wish,' he said to his 
sons at the end of his days, 'that there should be the least 
appearance of avarice in me.' He was utterly devoid of it. He 
might well stand for Goldsmith's well-known couplet: 

A man he was to all the country dear. 
And passing rich on forty pounds a year. 

His stipend never exceeded £50 per annum, and for a con¬
siderable time was only £40. His professional work was done 
without fee or reward, as was also his clerkship of Presbytery 
and Synod. While his writings circulated widely, and new 
editions were called for. the profits did not find their way to 
his coffers. In the publisher's hands he placed his works, in the 
hope that they might be sold more cheaply for the sake of the 
poor. As akeady mentioned, one of his pubhshers. of his own 
good wiU. presented him with a sum variably mentioned from 
£25 to £40. But this sum he lent to the pubhsher of the first 
edition of his Bible, inasmuch as it was an expensive book to 
prmt. Unfortunately this publisher failed, and the money was 
lost. After his death, his widow received £90 for several of his 
works which he had prepared for the press, and some of his 
NISS. 

When one remembers the very numerous editions of his 
Christian Journal that were called for. and the wide ckculation 
enjoyed by his Catechisms, Dictionary, and Self-interpreting 
Bible, not to mention his other productions, it is evident that 
others reaped a harvest where he had so dihgently sown. His 
son maintains-

'Though, in regard to his writings, it must be admitted he 
acted disinterestedly, it cannot be said that he acted wisely. He 
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himself and his family would have been much the better of 
receiving a fair portion of the fruits of his labour. Nor can it 
be alleged that, in receiving this, he would have been less 
"serving the Lord Christ." He might, on the contrary, have 
served Him more effectually, and been useful in ways in which 
he was not otherwise able to be.'̂  

Be it deemed wisely or unwisely, the Professor's dominating 
idea, it is apparent, was to promote the highest and best 
interests of all whom he could reach by voice or pen. If he 
could accomplish that, his chief end was served. Although his 
means were, as we shall see. a little augmented in a private 
manner, how he acquired the numerous tomes in his hbrary 
in so many languages, and kept the wolf from the door, behind 
which was a young and growing family, is a mystery. He held 
strongly that every man was bound to devote at least a tenth 
of his income to pious and charitable purposes. Whoever lays 
that down as a principle, and acts upon it. invariably surpasses 
i t -he comes to leam what is meant by the 'luxury of giving.' 
Though Brown had a large family, he often, we are told, 
exceeded this proportion. He carried the hmits of the neces¬
saries for his own person to the extreme; but the comforts that 
he denied himself were that he might the more hberally supply 
the wants of others. Congregations that were springing up 
invariably appealed to the older ones to assist in the erection 
of their churches; but. rather than burden his own congre¬
gation. whose resources were not abundant, he contributed 
considerable sums out of his own pocket. 

One instance might be mentioned. He was mainly instru¬
mental in forming a new congregation at North Berwick. As 
his son, Ebenezer, and he were riding to the ordination of the 
first minister, James Scrimgeour,- he said, 'Eben, this is a 
poor congregation, and you should be as liberal as you can on 

' William Brown, op cit., 1856, p. 54. 
 Ordained April 21st, 1784; demitted, 1799; went to America; died יי
minister of Little Britain, February 4th, 1825. 
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this occasion. Once I gave them five pounds-perhaps it was 
more than I could well afford, but the Lord soon repaid me by 
inducing a Mrs.- to leave me a legacy of £20, the only one I 
ever received.'^ He deprecated ostentation of any kind in the 
bestowal of his goods, and took special pains that the left hand 
never knew what the right hand did. A mmister in the other 
branch of the Secession, who had spoken of him m severe and 
scathing language, was overtaken by misfortune, and, m a way 
that concealed the source from which it came, he helped him 
in his necessities. When he died. Brown generously offered 
to take one of his destitute children and bring hhn up with 
his own family. The kind offer was dechned, but that it was 
made showed the thoughtful generosity of the heart that 
prompted it. 

\MfrnoJr of Ebenezer Brown, pp. 71, 72. It is added: 'Ebenezer was 
led by this recommendation to contribute perhaps more than he was Α ΐ ϊ ^ ΐ \ ^ days, afterwards,̂ as h f was riding through 
Musselburgh he heard one calling after him, when a Mr. Thonison 
LfTfor'hîm ^Ift^'''' him that a'sum of money had been left for him-and this was for a debt never expected to be paid.' 
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C H A P T E R 23 

The Churchman 

Brown was not only a studious bookman and a busy writer, 
but also a practical man of affairs. He threw himself into the 
work of his Church with great ardour, and, were it not that his 
Church throughout its history never recognized leaders, he 
would have been an acknowledged guide and pillar in his day. 
As we have seen, he was early summoned to the Moderatorial 
chair; but his business quahties were as early recognized, and 
he was caUed to the clerk's table, first of his Presbytery, and 
then of the Synod, which latter post he held from the year he 
became Professor. 1768. to the year of his death. The Presby¬
tery met about a dozen times in the year, mostly in Edinburgh; 
and the Synod assembled twice in the year- when special 
business pressed, three times. The Presbytery included all the 
congregations within a certain area, the Synod embraced all 
the congregations within the denomination. The meetings of 
the supreme court were held at first in various centres, Stirhng, 
Falkkk, Dunfermline, Glasgow, and Edinburgh; later they 
alternated between Glasgow and Edinburgh, and ultimately 
were confined to Edinburgh, taking place in the Bristo Church. 
They lasted usually three or four days. One period of assem-
bhng was in May, the other in the end of August or beginning 
of September. Attendance upon them was not so easily effected 
as today, with its speedy railway communication; then it was 
the slow process of wahcing, riding, or stage coach. 

Of the forty meetings of Synod before Brown was appointed 
clerk, he was absent from only eight. Of the next forty-one that 
were held, he was absent only from two-the May meeting in 
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1786, when the Synod, after meetmg for eighteen years in Edm-
burgh, was on that occasion convened in Glasgow, m order to 
get into closer touch with the growing section of the Church 
located in Ireland, and the May meeting prior to his death. 

In the varied and anxious work of his Church, which, bemg 
a seff-subsisting and seff-governing body, required counsel and 
prudence of the first order. Brown was frequently summoned 
to serve on committees appointed to adjust matters and dkect 
lines of procedure. Questions that are easily solved today, by 
the application of rules laid down, were thrashed out then; 
and m most cases the action then determined on forms thé 
rules of today. In one instance it is departed from, where 
ministers, demitting their charge, are allowed to retain their 
seats in the supreme courts. In 1768, two instances arose of 
this nature, John McAra of Bumtshields (near Kilbarchan, 
Renfrewshire), and David Horn of Cambusnethan (Lanark¬
shire), having resigned their ministry in these places, were 
anxious to retam their seats in Presbytery and Synod. Their 
plea was that, by laying down the key of doctrine, they had 
not surrendered their right to the key of government and 
discipline. Brown was a member of the committee that reported 
on the subject, and the decision, supported by eight weighty 
reasons, scriptural, historical, and practical, was adverse to 
the claim. The practice, however, m course of thne was altered 
and the concession agreed to. more on the ground of ex¬
pediency and courtesy toward the servant who had served the 
Church so long than from comphance with strict ecclesiastical 
procedure. In other matters durmg these formative years of 
the Church, it is noteworthy to find such sane fines of action 
adopted as have stood the test of the changes of succeeding 
periods even unto this day. 

The question of extending the praise of the Church beyond 
the psalter was favourably entertained, and the selection of 
suitable 'spiritual songs' with which the Christian Church had 
been enriched was entrusted (1750) to Ralph Erskine, Dun-
fermhne, whose poetic gifts eminently fitted him for such a 
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task. Unhappily, his death supervened at the beginning of the 
movement, and, as no one else possessed to such a degree 
similar tastes and aptitudes, and as other subjects of immediate 
importance were pressing upon the Church, the matter was 
allowed to drop for the time. There were those m the member¬
ship, like Michael Bruce, who could have produced material 
for such a collection. Many of Bruce's productions found their 
way into the first hymnary of the Scottish Church, the 'Para¬
phrases,' as they were termed, which are as dear to the hearts 
of many as the metrical psalms themselves.^ 

Schemes were inaugurated for the support of widows and 
orphans of deceased ministers, and for the assistance of weaker 
congregations. The appomtment of days for fasting and thanks¬
giving was then a common act of Synod. The reasons that 
called for such days were carefully detailed. Occasionally days 
for fasting were ordered by the Government in the name of the 
King; and the question was seriously discussed whether such 
intervention was not an intrusion upon the rights and liberties 
of the Church that must be jealous for the honour of its Lord 
and His place in matters appertaining to His kingdom. But 
loyalty to the reigning sovereign always won its acquiescence. 

Brown's minutes of the Presbytery, and of the Synod, are 
clear and concise, the business stated and the decisions re¬
corded in succinct terms. The records sometimes are of ex¬
treme length, when matters of importance necessitated a full 
statement. This is the case with the Testimony, which the 
Church felt itself impelled to state in order to account for the 
position it occupied in the country, or when it was considering 
new developments of any kind. 

' James Mackenzie, Life and Works of Michael Bruce, 1914, pp. 333¬
71. Paraphrases 8, 9, 10, 11, 53, and 58 are acknowledged, on well-
grounded authority, to be Bruce's. Bruce unfortunately had, as first 
editor of his works, John Logan, a notable literary brigand. A college 
comrade of Bruce's, he obtained possession of his MSS., and never 
returned them; he became minister of South Leith, was dismissed for 
drunkenness and immorality, and died a literary hack in London in 
1788 at the age fo fifty-one. 
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I Not a httle time of the various Synod meetings was given 
i up to devismg how best to respond to the call from the colonists 
I in America and Nova Scotia pleading with the young Church 
Î to come over and help them. Their appeals were sympa- ן 

thetically received, and, though the demand for preachers in | 
the homeland was most urgent, ministers were loosed from | 
theh• charges and probationers despatched to assist the brethren * 
on a distant shore to build up their Church. f 

The rapid progress of the young Church at home was taxing I 
the energies of its guides to the utmost. At every Synod meet- | 
ing there were intimations of new congregations behig formed | 
and urgent requests from various centres for supply of sermon. f 
Had there been preachers available, the advance would have I 
been greater. In many instances vacant and newly-formed con- f 
gregations had to wait for a long period before a fixed ministry י 
could be granted; and the same reason prevented the Secession | 
undertaking missions to distant lands, although it was eager f 

I to do so. As it was, such activity prevailed that m the course 
of Brown's mmistry his own Church more than quadrupled \ 
the number of its congregations. In 1751 there were about | 
twenty, and, at the time of his death, there were over ninety; I 
and by the end of the century they numbered 169, eight of | 
which were in England, and forty-seven in Ireland. In 1765, 
the rapid increase of the two Secession Churches and the 
Rehef Church throughout the country began to awaken alarm 
in the Estabhshed Church, from which they had been driven 
out. The latter had cherished the hope when the spht of the 
Secession Church took place m 1747, that their speedy extinc- | 
tion would foUow. It thought, therefore, it could look with 
complacency, if not with contempt, upon its seceding members. 
But its leaders did not recognize that it was the supreme matters 
of the faith and the rights of the Church for which these were ! 
contendmg, and that the breach with its unhappy consequences | 
was a mere passmg phase. The thoughtful, conscientious re- * 
ligious men of the country recognized that, and from the shores I 
of the Moray Firth to the Solway and beyond they flocked to | 
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their standard. In the year mentioned (1765) the Church of 
Scotland became so impressed with the fact, that their 
Assembly was overtured to consider the extraordinary circum¬
stance of the astonishing progress of these denominations, and 
requesting measures to be taken to arrest 'this alarming evil.' 
This 'schism-overture,' as it was termed, stated, as the ground 
of its appeal, that there had been 120 meeting-houses erected, 
to which more than 100,000 persons resorted, who 'were for¬
merly in communion but have now separated themselves from 
the Church of Scotland.' A large committee considered the 
overture for a year, and recommended further action, but at 
next Assembly, by a vote of 98 to 85, it was agreed to take no 
further steps. 

From the Scots Magazine it would appear that the real object 
of those who introduced the overture was to put down the 
Secession by force. Adam Gib, in a communication to it, 
referred in straight terms to this alleged intention, and declared 
that, if such were its purpose, 'it was near seventy-seven years 
out of time.' He asserted that, according to his information, 
many in the Assembly did not relish the proposal, but, should 
it have been tried, 'the Seceders have ground of confidence 
that a suppressing of the testimony among their hands, what¬
ever might be done with their persons, would prove too hard 
work for all the people of the earth.' Another writer disclaims, 
on behalf of the supporters of the overture, the intention to 
have recourse to violence, but in strong terms urges the neces¬
sity of some measures being adopted to arrest the progress of 
the 'schism,' as 'an estabhshed Church, without a general 
adherence, or from which the body of the people are ahenated, 
appears to be an object not worthy the notice, the care, or the 
protection of any Government.' 

But the men of the Secession repelled the charges made 
agamst them that they were schismatics. In the Re-Exhibition 
of their Testimony they declared that the reason of their con¬
tinuance in a state of separation from the Established Church 
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was not because they held opinions with regard to doctrme, 
worship, disciphne, or government different from those which 
she maintained in her subordinate standards, but because they 
objected to the system of maladministration which that Church 
was pursuing, and which they considered to be no less op¬
posed to the Word of God than it was inconsistent with the 
principles of her constitution. 'Their secession is not a schism 
in the Church, for they never seceded from the prmciples and 
constitution professed and estabhshed at the Reformation 
and Revolution: but upon every occasion they have declared 
their steadfast adherence to these, in opposition to the prevail¬
ing party who have receded from them.' But they maintained 
that the Church of Scotland, since 1733, had deteriorated, and 
that the grounds of secession were süronger than before: in 
consequence, they regretted that the prospect of reunion was 
more remote than ever. 

Subsequent events have justified thek attitude and action. 
Yet it is the confident assertion of some writers^ on the period 

r^hn-5^"''̂  ^ ' ^ ' ^ / Century of Scottish History, vol. ii, p. 107· 'The 
and Λ!״Η׳ *'•̂ V̂'r ̂  ^^/^y ^^'^ been a clog upon her advance 
wmitrn^ ? K • ' ' ^ "^Eî lness• to her dignity, to her self-respect.̂  
^,}}ll? ^u"^ Mathieson, The Awakening of Scotland, p. 231: 'The 
s ״ i w n l̂̂ nnfh TK' survey from the Establishment to the Seces-IIZZ} fu^ • î f גי^יי^מ a step from the eighteenth into the 

 f/ i^^'^y *Graham, The Social Life of Scol ״
ί d ^ n t a i i ^ f Ä , T κ . P•^^^-• *P'̂ ^^"' not without its 
! ^r.h״ f · u Estabhshed Church. For it carried off the ill-humours 
a L fem״^'°"' ^^"^l '̂ o'igenial sects. If persons with such moods ^t^f^f,"Tf''^t ^^.*^ continued in the Church, they would have 
d^veSment ' '^"'''׳ '"'^ ̂ """"'̂ '̂ hampered its progress and 

It may be as well to hear the other side. Thomas Carlyle (Remi-
mscences, cdacd by Charles Eliot Norton, vol. ii, pp. Π fi! w S g 
^niah'^^^' days of Edward Irving, says: 'This other fact was v^ bk 

if examined: A man who awoke to the beUef that he 
actually had a soul to be saved or lost was apt to be found among 
the Dissenting people, and to have given up attendance at Kirk 
Very venerable are those old Seceder Clergy to me, now when ί look 
back on them. Most of the chief figures among them,°n iTwng's üme 
f S l ̂'יי.,'״ ™ '•̂  so like what one mifht call יי'״ 
antique Evangelists in modem vesture, and Poor Scholars and 
^ntlemen of Christ," I have nowhere met with in Monasteries or 
ÎïrTd ' T H ^ R T ?fpal Clergy, in any country of the 
•orld. The Rev. Dr. Candhsh, Edinburgh, speaking in the General 
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that theirs was the foohsh cry of 'back to the seventeenth | 
century.' This is a strange misreading of history. For what did ן 
these men of the Secession and theh foUowers contend? For j 
three things in particular: for the truth and freedom of the 
Gospel, for liberty of choice to the people in the calhng of \ 
their ministers, and for the outspreading of Christianity to the j 
ends of the earth. The Church of Scotland was indifferent to ί 
the first, she contemptuously rejected the second, and deemed | 
the third a matter of no concern to her. Today, which is right? 
Is the record of history not conclusive that every one of the 
principles for which Erskine and his successors fought is em¬
blazoned on the Church's banner in Scotland, estabhshed and 
non-established ahke? No one would dream of defending 
today the positions which Prmcipal Robertson, and Carlyle of 
Inveresk, and others maintained as being the essentials of a 
Church. 

The contention is laboured that ministerial appointment by 
a patron, and not by 'an enthusiastic but unlettered mob," 
contributed to the learning, the dignity, and the liberal spirit 
of the clergy. But the stubborn facts began to speak otherwise, { 
and it had to be admitted that nominees too often became the 
mere tools of those who appointed them, and that the patron-

Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland, May 1852, said: '1 am 
bound to say that at a time when the Church of Scotland was un¬
faithful, when even evangelical religion was at a great disadvantage 
within the Estabhshment, at a time when scriptural truth was not very 
commonly to be found preached within the walls of parish churches, 
at a time when the liberties of Christian people were trodden under¬
foot by the high-handed tyrants of Presbyteries and Commissions of 
Assembly, backed by the bayonets and swords of the military, at a 
time when the whole authority of Christ in His own house was com¬
promised, and when there was a tame truckling to Caesar in all things 
-at such a time, when there was but little evangelical light in the 
ministry, Uttle evangelical truth in the pulpit, and little of faithfulness 
and freedom either in presbyteries or congregations, they (the Seces¬
sion men) fought the battle outside the Establishment, and maintained 
the cause of Christ. The Seceders were the men who preached the 
pure Gospel; the Seceders were the men who diffused the true light and 
the principles of the Church of Scotland.' 
' Craik, ibid., vol. i, p. 483. 
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age of the Crown was frequently made a tool of pohtical 
jobbery.^ This reflected itself on the Church, and by no means 
contributed to its spirituahty or power. 

It is customary in certain quarters to make merry over the 
warm discussions of the Secession men in their several courts; 
and there is the curious episode of one conscience-burdened 
soul, Smyton of Kihnaurs (1782), who seriously argued as to 
whether the bread should or should not be lifted before the 
blessing of the sacramental symbols. The mstance was a mere 
ripple on the surface of the waters. It must not be forgotten 
that these were men of strong convictions, who took their 
stand on prmciple. and sacrificed means, prestige, and pre¬
ferment for things that were dear to them. They had to devise 
rules for the guidance of theh• Church, and men of conviction 
do not accept with simple stohdity or placidity what those who 
pose as leaders may dictate. They must and did examine, 
scrutinize, and canvass every proposal submitted, and deter-
mmed accordingly. The very hfe that throbbed withm them 
sought active expression. 

But the forces in the country that ralUed to the Secession 
proved that it was the spiritual hfe of the day which found 
expression in their assembhes. At their doors was a Church 
that asked nothing of its members for the erection or the mam־ 
tenance of its fabrics, or the support of its ministry, or the 
spread of the Gospel-only a few workmg expenses. Here, m 
spite of the acknowledged poverty of the times, these men, 
because of their hunger for the meat which perisheth not, 
erected thek own buUdings, churches, and manses, and bore 
the burden, on occasion, of being tithed and taxed to erect 
or repair the churches and manses of the Estabhshment. They 
supported thek own ministry, and maintained the whole 
machinery of their organization. This was not done in il l-
humour and sourness of spkit. These were men of higher 
mould. A passion, not of earth, fired thek souls. But the task 
made them seff-rehant, tenacious, and resolute. It put iron 

' Ibid., vol. ii, p. 109. 
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into their blood. In the community they became the leaders of 
new movements. They looked at matters for themselves; they f 
took independent views, and were not afraid to declare them. I 
This was unspeakable heresy in the eyes of the proud and t 
arrogant leaders in Church and State; hence the suggestion to 
suppress them. But as suppression was impossible, to ignore, 
disown, and defame were the weapons employed. The breath 
of liberty, however, was too fragrant and too bracing to be 
affected by the contempt of the haughty. The men who felt 
the spell of the Master in the dissemination of His truth were 
indifferent to the specious values placed on position and 
privilege. They awoke a new spirit among the people, and 
were the fervent advocates of civil and rehgious hberty. Far 
from bemg laggards in the onward march of the nation, they 
were the progressive spirits that cared deeply for its moral 
and spiritual weal, and were leading it out of a morass of 
indifference and cold morahty. into a spkitual freedom and 
independence that ultimately became its heritage. 

Brown, by his pen and many-sided labours, was not a httle 
instrumental in giving impetus to this upward movement in 
the nation. The betterment of the people in the highest sense 
was m the background of aU his thoughts and supphed the 
quickening motive in the production of his works. When he 
stepped into the arena of Church courts, it was the same spirit 
that animated him. While intent, however, upon such a service 
for his fellows, and intensely loyal to his convictions and to the 
Church he espoused, he did not look at others and their labours 
through a red mist. He was conscious of defects in his own 
conduct in estimating the viewpoint of others; and one who has 
attained to such consciousness has chmbed a goodly height. 
He can understand and appreciate the convictions of those 
from whom he differs. In a letter to his professorial colleague 
in the other branch of the Secession Church. Alexander Bruce 
of Whitburn, he put the controversy that had sundered their 
forces into its true setting : 
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'Our conduct on both sides of the Secession I have often 
thought to be like that of travellers, both walking on the same 
road, not far from one another, but in consequence of a thick 
mist suddenly coming on they cannot see one another, and 
can suppose the other to be off the road. After some time the 
darkness is removed, and they are quite surprised to find that 
they are both on the road, and had been all along so near one 
another.' 

In his Historical Account of the Secession, Brown is emin¬
ently fair to both sides in the burgess dispute. But he urges 
that, in view of their agreement on so many points, they might 
seriously consider 'what hurt their division and vain jangling 
have done, and are likely to do. to the honour of Christ, the 
life of religion, and the souls of men.' If they would entirely lay 
aside their pride and prejudice, and often meet for mutual 
prayer and Christian conference. especiaUy in what they agree 
in. they would certamly. ere it was long, consign their censur¬
ing, division, dry or almost unintelhgible disputes, to ever¬
lasting obUvion. and return as brethren, to join together in the 
fear and service of God.^ With the Established Church, also, 
from which they parted, he hoped they would ere long be able 
to resume fellowship, once the standards they all professed 
were really observed. 'They mtend to unite with the estabhshed 
judicatures whenever they observe them reforming from the 
various and growmg defections introduced smce the Révolu¬
tion.' But his Church, as it grew with the years, enlarged its 
vision and was called to bear further testimony to the spiritual 
freedom of Christ's kingdom; and only now are the happy 
omens gathering of the fruition of this long-deferred hope. 

' They were united in 1820. 
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C H A P T E R 24 

The Latter Years 

The wide field of theological and Bibhcal literature which 
Brown traversed enabled him to reap a harvest m many quar¬
ters. in pure divinity. Church history. Christian biography, and 
didactics. In one department his extensive knowledge sought 
little expression, where it might have exercised itself with 
freedom, that of translation. As a master of languages he could 
have submitted to Enghsh readers the choice productions of 
continental writers or the Fathers. But he confined hhnself. 
and more for his own perusal, to the translation of one of the 
smaller books of Drelmcourt.^ a French Protestant divine, 
some of whose works had a wide reputation m this country.' 
It was long alleged that that masterpiece of plausibihty which 
Defoe wrote. The True Relation of one Mrs. Veal, was pro¬
duced to sell Drelincourt's Consolations on the Fear of Death, 
as an appendix to which it first appeared in print. But Lee.' 
in his life of Defoe,=' exploded that idea, and showed that 
Drelincourt's book was akeady in its third edition, and that it 
was to the fourth edition that Defoe's pamphlet was attached. 
It was The Charitable Visits, as the book was curiously en-
tided, that Brown translated. The Visits have reference to the 
presence of the Divine Helper and Comforter m the perplex¬
ities and anxieties of life. Sixty-one in aU are detailed, showmg 
that the whole circle of life in this aspect is pretty well cov¬
ered by the study. The paragraphs deahng with each are brief 
and concise, enriched with Scripture, and illustrated by inci-

' Charles Drelincourt (1595-1669), born at Sedan; pastor near Paris for 
nearly fifty years; an incisive and spiritually minded writer 
 ' Wilham Lee, Life of Daniel Defoe, vol. i, p. 127 (1869) ־
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dents, mostly of French history or biography, that give pomt 

e f i t ד o be""• r״״^^^'״ ~ ^h^'on 
ieels t to be a pity that Brown did not give more of hi . 
attention to this kind of work. 

A subject that appeals strongly to sensitive souls in these 
days IS the extent to which ordmation vows oughMo be 

a brochure on the question, under the title. Strictures on 
Ordmation Vows. As might be expected, he held strong Χ 
this was a matter too serious and far-reaching in iSconse 
t—lm 'fl''y Ι^Ζ'^^'-d urged that o n ! "en. s2ZT. Η r  particularly ministers, should י''''^'•^'.'^^' ׳
i T w i l h V ' P '̂̂ 'P^^^ '"^''י ^^cere résolu 

TnnrfT ^'^"^ Ρ^^'^' t^rough the five 
mportant questions of the formula bearing on matters of 

faith, doctrine, and church govemment, that are puTto office 
bearers on acceptmg office, and examines each with thorough 
ness to see what they really imply. His historic I k n o X l g e 
and clear msight stand him in good stead in dispellinrmfs-
is requ• ד "^"" - י'''^'^ ' ^^' ' ^ ^ ע ^ - ^ to wh^t 

J ' Z I'^^f f "^herford ^ he gathered a number of 'Pleas¬
ant and Practical Hints,' as he termed them esoeciallv from 
the letters that were written to his congre^tion at̂ ^^^^^^ 

t ^ t b ״ 3 8 ; ' ' r ׳ t ' " ( S e p t e m Ä to February 1638) and sent them forth with his imprimatur t  ״
quicken mterest in spiritual things. Rutherford i T a l p 
mpression upon his country by his pre-emment abü ties anS 

samtly character: but his works, and in particula/ms letters 
were not available to the multitude. Brown, drinkÎng o^Mm 
sel so refreshingly at this fountam, was anxious i f o t h e " 
might quench their thirst at a spring to which so many ώ 

^^fy^S^^^à£^^^^^,^^ gP-ved of office 
versity, one of the Westminster Assembly romm1i״?־ ^^r^ws Uni¬
are accounted 'the most seraphic boX in ξ ™ Ζ ״ ־  ^־''"'^ ''״^"י ^
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succeeding generations iiave been drawn and been more than 
satisfied. 

The safeguarding of the Day of Rest has been an anxious 
problem for all who deem its claims paramount for the well-
being of the nation. Incessant toil for every day that dawns 
lowers the vital force physically and saps the spiritual strength. 
To turn this day into one of manual labour is to tamper with 
the highest assets of the State. History repeats the warning, 
which, alas ! is so frequently scoffed at. When the State itself 
submits to the demands of short-visioned minds and selfish 
clamour, there is need for bold utterance. At this time the 
question of the mail on Sundays was troubhng the community. 
It was evidently the purpose of the Post Ofläce to have des¬
patches and dehveries of letters on this day as on other days. 
Brown took pen in hand, and, in the form of a letter to a 
friend in Edinburgh, he issued a pamphlet on Free Thoughts 
upon the late Regulation of the Post. He deprecated such 
action on the part of the State, and pleaded with his usual 
ardour and scriptural fuhiess for the effectual guarding and 
sane observance of a day that contributes its by no means 
unimportant share to the health and wealth, material and 
spiritual, of the individual and the nation. The force and 
wisdom of such contentions were in time acknowledged, and 
the labours in the Post Office on Sundays reduced to a 
minimum. 

Probably the last pubhshed work of Brown was a reproduc¬
tion of the story of a young hfe that created a stir in certain 
circles at the time. The Most Remarkable Passages in the Life 
and Spiritual Experiences of Elizabeth Wast, a Young Woman, 
sometime Matron of the Trades Hospital, Edinburgh. This was 
issued in 1785. His pubhcations ended where they began, in 
seeking to inform and stimulate the opening mind of youth, 
that from earhest days, if possible, first things with it might 
stand first. He launched upon the sea of hterature with his 
Help for the Ignorant, and. after sailing it widely, especially 
in Bibhcal latitudes, he returns with the picture of a dedicated 
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young woman, in humble sphere, that might stand beside that 
of St. Teresa of Spain. 

He left, however, other fruits of study and meditation which 
never were given to the public. Among them was a close exam-
!nation of the Book of Job, which so fascinates reflective 
minds, and makes its own special appeal to every age. Here he 
laid down the sane, guiding prmciple that'm attempting to 
understand this portion of the sacred oracle, it is absolutely 
necessary not only to know somewhat of the eastern flowers 
of rhetoric, but especially to attend to the scope of every 
particular speaker,' and, in compliance therewith, he proceeds 
to elucidate the teaching of that remarkably hving book 

But not the least interestmg of his unpublished manuscripts 
are three letters on style, or what he calls The right Method 
of Preachmg,' evidently for the benefit of his students, written 
with perspicuity and vigour, and that remind one of Gibbon's 
preparation of his paragraphs, balancmg sentences until they 
sahsfied his fastidious taste.̂  He has elaborate notes on Blair's 
Rhetonc; but here he strikes out for himself, showing how the 
youth that stammered out so haltingly his apology for his 
acqmsition of Greek became a master m the language of his 
country, and knew how to wield it with effect. The first letter 
deals with delivery. And the first point m elocution, he urges 
IS to observe and correct the faults of pronunciation. A n over-
stramed voice exhausts speaker and hearer; a too low voice 
shows unconcern, and produces weariness in the listener 
Whether the voice be weak or strong, speak on the middle 
key; and let every word, syllable, and letter be distinctly pro¬
nounced. To hem. haw. sneeze, yawn or cough between sen-
fences IS altogether intolerable. The unity of a sentence must 
be tudied. parentheses avoided. 'It is common for those who 
deal m long sentences, as Clarendon and somethnes Temple 
Shaftesbury, and Swift, to overcharge them by crowding two' 

^rr:Ά%Ί^;2y7JZt4^^^^^^ P-^^-Ph - a single 
the action of the pen'̂ îH I iad given the l a T o S ^ Î ? ! ' IĤ P̂ "'̂  
Autobiography of Edward Gibbon) ^י*"'״ ^° ""^ work' (The 
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sentences into one.' He deals with figurative style, with em¬
phasis, and with graceful action in delivery, which ought to be 
easy and to vary with the subject. To acquke all this his advice 
is. be natural and study examples, but 'in the pulph be wholly 
occupied with your subject, leaving it to nature and previously 
formed habits to prompt and suggest the manner'; and never 
must it be forgotten that such utterance is only a handmaid to 
introduce the great gospel truths. 

In his second letter he proceeds to the language of preachers. 
He disapproves of wasting time in smoothing periods, giving 
dehcate touches to definitions, or formmg quaint divisions and 
seeking for antitheses, or strainmg after finical expressions. 
'That is to act the cook, whose sole care is to give high season¬
ing to his dishes, or to present them in gilded vessels, adorned 
with fantastical conceits, never regarding whether thek matter 
be unwholesome carrion or not.' Proper language is necessary : 
on grand subjects, strong and majestic, on subjects affectmg 
the tender passions, tender and wooing, on common subjects 
plam and famihar, but never coarse or grovelhng. Perspicuity 
and ornament are the two general properties of a good style. 
'Weak writers and speakers ordinarily use a loose style, and 
by their superfluous words confound their readers or hearers.' 
Though Tillotson and Sir Wilham Temple be perspicuous, 
they are not precise, but loose and diffuse in their style. And 
even Addison himseff often falls into this fault. By his figures 
or circumlocutions, Shaftesbury is ordinarily far from being 
precise, but pours forth a great redundance of words. He agrees 
with Blair that, to render a sentence perfect, it must have 
clearness and precision, unity, strength, and harmony. To 
secure this, however, every word in it ought to be not only 
strictly answerable to the idea, but properly placed. He pro¬
ceeds to deal with the characteristics of a sentence, and, turning 
to the choice of language, asserts that to deck out a puny 
thought in pompous language is no less fantastic than to deck 
out a pitfful moth or an ugly spider with broidered hak, or 
gold or pearls or costly array, or to put a jewel in a swine's 
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snout. In ah language, plain or figurative, subhmity, and 
beauty or sweetness are of prime importance. 'Airy bombast, 
in which we have a high swell of language, without sentiment, 
or with very puny and common thoughts, or trivial objects 
described as if they were grand, or grand ones in an extrava¬
gant manner,' is contrary to true sublimity of language. 'Fre¬
quently Dryden, Lee, and sometimes Shakespeare thus deal 
in mere fustian and rant.' Various styles are discussed, a 
multitude of literary examples being given from Aristotle and 
Cicero down to the writers of his time, with criticisms as to 
the style they employ. To acquire the best style, he adds, have 
clear ideas, compose carefully, read the best authors, no book 
abounding with a grandeur of language equal to the Bible; and 
avoid servile imitation of anyone. 

In his third letter he discusses the composition of discourses. 
'1 would have every preacher to possess a sohd and extensive 
acquaintance with learning, his mind dilated by an extensive 
knowledge of the several parts of philosophy, well instructed 
in the history of nature, nations and churches, and chiefly 
mighty in the Scriptures, even in their own original languages.' 
Then follow a number of judicious hints as to the production 
of a discourse, with the urgent reminder that the one aim is to 
'instruct and persuade men to flee to the Lord Jesus Christ for 
salvation, fear God, and keep His commandments.' 

These letters exhibit Brown's characteristic habit of 'gettmg 
to the bottom' of a subject. Though hterary composition was 
one that might have been thought to lie outside the range of 
his studies, yet it concerned his work both as a writer and a 
professor; and that was enough to constrain him to probe it 
to its depths. The letters show him a literary critic of no mean 
order, with his own clear conceptions of what is best in style, 
- what should be cultivated and what avoided. The authors he 
cites to illustrate and enforce his views are taken from a wide 
field and indicate how diligently this theologian, fired with an 
early ambition to be a 'universal scholar,' garnered in aU 
literature in order to achieve his lofty purpose. 
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But the vision left its vast sweep to focus itself on the 
spiritual betterment of men. Wherever that could be furthered 
Brown was willing to lend a helping hand. He was eager that 
his students, wherever they were located, should magnify their 
profession by their life and service. In October 1786 he ad¬
dressed a letter to those in Ireland who had been under his 
tuition; and the whole letter, so warm in its sympathy and 
tender in its appeals, was ordered to be engrossed in the 
records of the Associate Synod : 

To the Members of the Associate Synod of Ireland 
'Mv DEAR YOUNGER BRETHREN, 

'Though I have no hopes of seeing you any more on 
earth, yet I continue earnestly desirous to see you, and multi¬
tudes by your means, entered on or entering into the joy of 
your Lord. You cannot but remember, and God is also witoess, 
that with some measure of faithfulness, as the Lord enabled 
me, I exhibited and urged the great truths of God on your 
understanding and conscience. God forbid that any of your 
consciences, or companions, the seats in which you heard 
them, or the light in which you read them, should have to rise 
up in judgment against any of you, for setting at nought all 
my counsels, and hiding your talent in a napkin. . . . As your 
affectionate teacher, I leave with your consciences the Preface 
to and Reflections on my System, as a kind of last words. 
Notwithstanding charitable hopes I or others may entertain of 
your being truly gracious, and called by God to preach the 
Gospel of His Son, oh! give all dihgence to have these points 
clear to your own consciences; let Matt. 7. 21, 23, Jer. 23. 32, 
Rom. 10. 14, 15, 1 John 1. 1, 3, be deeply hnpressed on your 
heart. . . . Brethren, can any of you think of Jesus' death, of 
Jehovah's love, of the striving of His Spirit, of the worth and 
danger of souls, of the last judgment, of an eternity in hell or 
heaven, and yet be careless, slothful, unfaithful, unexemplary? 
This, dear Pupils, is my dying word to you, wishing you all 
supply of grace and glory in Christ Jesus.' 
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A few years ago there were some keen discussions regarding 
the date of the founding of Young Men's Christian Associa¬
tions, when their jubilee was called to be celebrated by the 
London Association. Scotland clahned a priority for such an 
organization. It is worthy of remark that the Professor of 
Haddington drew up Rules for Fellowship Meetings, which 
fact shows that they must have flourished in his day. A n 
association of this kind must, in his eyes, be planted on a sure 
foundation, and he begins with 'the divine warrant for such 
meetings, and the ends they seek to serve.' Thereafter he 
details twelve rules for thek guidance - clear, sensible rules, 
three of which are, that 'to avoid the frequent retum of the 
same subjects of discourse, and m order to extend knowledge, 
it might be best to proceed orderly through some form of sound 
words, as the Shorter or Larger Catechism, or Confession of 
Faith'; 'that no member ought ever to affect a tedious length 
in prayer, or in answermg of questions'; and 'that to render 
their prayers or speeches more hvely and edifying, members 
ought by meditation and otherwise, to prepare for each meet-
mg.' He closes his memorandum with a statement of the 
advantages of such meetings for rehgious fellowship, these 
being 'great and many.' 

His interest m young hfe found expression in many ways, 
and not the least m correspondence. The following two letters 
were addressed to a young man whose health was precarious. 
In them the writer blends the care of the soul with that of the 
body. They were sent to James Pierston, a young farmer at 
Stonypath, near Garvald. The Pierstons were intimate friends, 
if not relations, of the Croumbies. 

To James Pierston 
'DEAR SIR, 

'As I see you still look poorly, I would earnestiy be¬
seech you to make your time of trouble a time of serious 
consideration of your infinite need of Christ, and of His 
answerableness to aU your needs and of His being freely offered 
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to you in tlie Gospel, and a time of prayer for the effectual 
work of God's Spirit in your heart, in convincing you of your 
sinfulness and misery, and enhghtening your mind in the 
knowledge of Christ, and renewing your wiU and thereby per¬
suading and enabling you to embrace Jesus Christ as freely 
offered to you in the Gospel. That, to be sure, ought to be your 
prhicipal care, as your soul's eternal salvation is of more value 
than the whole world. 

As to your body, I beseech you, do not put off riding on 
any account. I am persuaded that, under God, the preservation 
of your natural hfe depends on it, and that all delay of it 
tends to fix the disease on you; and I am the more earnest with 
you as to this as persons m your way often through a light 
sense of their trouble, or a sluggish inchnation to sit or he in 
the house, shift off their riding till it be too late, and so 
rendered useless. 

'Beheve me that I give you both these advices in good 
earnest and in real friendship. 

Yours affectly., 
JOHN BROWN. ' 

He was anxious about the welfare of this youth, especially 
with the ominous autumn approaching, and he wrote him 
again a short time after. 

' D E A R FRIEND, 

'As this is a most critical season for your health, I 
beseech you to do everything in your power, by riding when 
the weather permits, etc., for the preservation of what health 
you have, and recovery of what you have lost. Not only does 
the law of God peremptorily requhre us to use all lawful 
endeavours to preserve our own health and hfe. and holds us 
guilty of destroying our hves if we do not. but our hfe on earth 
is of great importance, as it is our only season of preparation 
for eternity, and therefore concern for our etemal welfare 
ought to make us as careful about our natural hfe and health 
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as we can. And while God is shaking your natural constitution 
in the days of your youth, see that your soul be deeply con-
cemed to receive Jesus Christ into your heart as the free gift 
of God. Without this there can be no solid happiness in this 
world, and nothing but inexpressible misery in the etemal 
state hereafter. This is ever an excellent mean of health (Job 
33. 19-28). Please read the passage along with Lamentations 
3. 22-29, and ponder both as before God in order to experience 
and practise them. 

Yours affectly., 
HADDINGTON, JOHN BROWN. ' 

September ith, 1786.' 

There are two dehghtful pictures of the Professor in his old 
age that reveal the child-love in his nature. In his house on 
Saturday evenings was wont to gather a company of young 
people for the study of the Scriptures and Christian fellow¬
ship-a Junior Christian Endeavour Society more than a 
century before such a thing was dreamt of! The young people 
were not confined to his own congregation, but were drawn 
also from the Estabhshed Church. From his book-hned study 
upstairs, the Professor would come down and mingle with his 
young comrades in study, illustrating this point to them, en¬
forcing that, and gathering them all around the golden gates 
with him in prayer. It was typical of the spirit that animated 
him, and of his strong and well-grounded behef that the child 
held the hostages of the future. 

The other picture is one presented by his fourth son, Samuel, 
who was only eight years of age when his father died. He 
carried with him the happy memory of sitting on the Professor's 
knee, and having his hair stroked with the feeble hands, and 
bemg called, 'My little prophet.' He has also another pleasant 
reminiscence of himself sitting on one knee and an older 
sister on the other, while the venerable parent, quitting for 
the moment the seclusion of his books, sang to them his 
favourite Latin song - the jEquam Memento (Remember with 
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tranquil mind) of Horace.^ His great-grandson, the author of 
Rab, declared that it was murder to do an ode of Quintus 
Horatius Flaccus into Enghsh verse; but it may be permissible 
to render a part of this one into somewhat literal prose. 

'Remember to keep your mind easy in hard times, and 
restrain it from exultation in good fortune. For, Delhus, you 
are sure to die, whether you hve all your span in sorrow, or 
bless yourself with choice Falernian, lying in some grassy 
retreat the live-long festive day. So where the tall pine and the 
silver poplar interweave a hospitable shade with their boughs, 
and the swiftly flowing stream runs murmuring along its 
winding channel, bid them carry thee wines and perfumes, 
and the lovely blossoms of the short-hved rose, as long as your 
purse and your age and the mystic threads of the Sisters three 
permit,' etc. 

It is a charming picture of the wearied and ageing Professor, 
sitting in the midst of his family, with his young children 
around him, and two of them on his knee, singing a song of 
one of the wittiest and gayest of Roman court-poets. From 
early morn he had been poring over his tomes in all languages, 
preparing works for the press, or developing his lectures to his 
students; and now he descends to enter into the children's 
gaiety, and dehghts them with his staging of an old Latin song. 
It reveals the human side of the learned theologian, captivating 
in its simplicity and tenderness. 

His temperament was one that from the first was naturally 
serious; and his prolonged studies deepened its bias. It gave 
a gravity to his manners which those who were httle acquainted 
with him mistook for severity. But, if gravity tempered his 
spirit, gloom found no place in its moods. Among friends he 
was cheerful as he was agreeable. His conversation preferred 
the flavour of a story with a touch of religion in it; but it was 
enhvened with pleasantry, and shafts of wit and raillery ht it up 
to the amusement and dehght of his auditors. 

' Horace, Book II, Ode III. 
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While he taught his children the joys of life, and would have 
them entertain no duU or jaundiced conception of it, he was 
equally alive to its higher demands and the call for the dedica¬
tion of their gifts. Feehng the increasing infirmities of the years 
advancmg upon him, and conscious that he could not surround 
the younger members of his family especially with his watch¬
ful counsel, he wrote a tender, affectionate message for them, 
which they might peruse when he departed. There were six 
of the younger branch of the household when he died, the 
eldest of whom was fourteen, and the youngest four. While 
commending certain books to be read, he makes most modest 
aUusion to his own; 'perhaps,' he says, 'also my Journal may 
be useful to you.' 

' M Y DEAR C H I L D R E N , 

'Beheving that God hath made with me, and with my 
seed after me. His everlastmg covenant, to be a God to me and 
to my seed, I did in your baptism, and often since, and now 
do, before God and His angels, make a solenm surrender of 
you all into the hands of my God, and my father's God, and 
of the God of your mother, and her father's God; and in the 
presence of that God, and as ye shall answer at His second 
coming, I charge you -

'1. To leam dihgently the principles of our Christian and 
Protestant religion, from your Catechism, and Confession of 
Faith, but especiaUy from your Bible. God's Word hath a light 
and hfe, a power and sweetness in it, which no other book hath, 
and by it your souls must be quickened and hve. or you must 
be damned for ever; and the more closely you press the words 
of the Bible to your own hearts, and pray and think over them 
before God, you will find them the more powerful and pleasant. 
My soul hath found inexpressibly more sweetness and satis¬
faction in a single line of the Bible-nay, in two such words 
as these. Thy God and My God, than all the pleasures found 
m the things of the world, since the creation, could equal. 

'2. Give yourselves to prayer. Jesus hath said, "Suffer httle 
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children to come unto Me. and forbid them not; for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven." "I love them that love Me; and 
those that seek Me early shaU find Me." "Remember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth." "The Lord is good to them 
that seek Him." He is the hearer of prayer, and therefore to 
Hhn should aU "flesh come." The Lord, "the Father of the 
fatherless." takes an especial pleasure in hearing the prayers of 
the fatherless young ones. 

'When I was left destitute of a father, and soon after of a 
mother, the Lord dealt so with me; and though I was too bent 
on childish diversions, the Lord on some occasions made 
prayer more pleasant to me than any of them. By prayer 
improve the Lord as your Father, consulting Hhn and ask¬
ing His direction in all your ways, and seeking His blessing 
on your learning, and on whatever you do agreeable to His 
will. 

'3. Study earnestly to love, honour, and obey your mother, 
and to be a comfort to her. Much trouble hath she had in 
bringing you so far in the world, and much affection hath she 
showed you. She hath now a double charge and authority over 
you. The Lord now observes particularly what is done to her. 
Oh ! for the Lord's sake, do not dishonour her. or break her 
heart, by your disobedience and graceless walk; otherwise the 
Lord's dreadful curse will hght upon you. and ye will readily 
soon perish : for think what God hath said : Prov. 17. 25, " A 
foohsh son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her that 
bare him'; chapter 20. 20, "Whoso curseth his father or his 
mother, his lamp shall be put out in obscure darkness." See 
also Deut. 21. 18, 19; Prov. 10. 1; 13. 1; 15. 5, 20; 19. 13, 26; 
28. 7, 24; 30. 17. 

'4. Avoid as plagues every light, frothy, and wicked com¬
panion. Be not a disgrace to me and a cause of damnation to 
yourselves, by keeping company with idle talkers, swearers, 
drunkards, tipplers, frothy or lewd persons. Scarce anything 
more infalhbly brings persons to misery in this world, or to 
hell in the next, than loose and trifling companions-Prov. 13. 
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20, "He that walketh with wise men shall be wise; but a com¬
panion of fools shall be destroyed"; chapter 28. 7, "Whoso 
keepeth the law is a wise son; but he that is a companion of 
riotous men shameth his father." See also Proverbs chapters 
1, 2, 5, 6, 7, and 9, and 1 Cor. 5. 9, 11. Never make any your 
companions with whom you would not wish to appear at the 
judgment seat of Christ and with whom you would not wish to 
live for ever. 

'5. Mind earnestly the infinitely important concerns of your 
eternal salvation. I hereby constitute the Addresses annexed 
to my Shorter and Larger Catechisms a part of my dying 
directions to you. Oh, ponder and practise them! Woe to you 
if, by your carelessness and wickedness, you thrust the grace 
of God out from among my posterity! A h ! my dear young 
children, shall I at the last day have to echo my Amen to 
Christ's sentence of your eternal damnation? In order to stir 
up your concem about eternal thmgs, let me beseech you to 
read Boston's Fourfold State, Pearse's Best Match, Rüther-
ford's Letters, Guyse's Sermons to Young People, AUeine's 
Alarm, and Baxter's Call; but beware of some legal directions 
in the last two. Read also the hves of Ehzabeth Caims, of 
Alexander Archibald, and especially the hves of Messrs. 
Thomas Halyburton, James Fraser, and James Hogg. Perhaps, 
also, my Journal may be useful to you; but above all, read the 
Book of Inspiration. 

'6. Never affect conformity to the vain and vile fashions 
of this world. If you do, you disobey God, and hazard the ruin 
of your own souls-Rom. 12. 2, "Be not conformed to this 
world, but be ye transformed by the renewmg of your mind"; 
James 4. 4, "Know ye not that the friendship of the world is 
enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the 
world is the enemy of God." See also 1 Cor. 7. 31; 1 John 
2. 15-17; 4. 5, 6; 5. 4, 19; John 7. 7; 15. 18, 19; p's. 15 4־ 
 ' י .136,158 ,119.53,115 ;139.21

'7. Never marry, nor take one step towards marriage, with¬
out much serious and solemn consultation of God, and patient 
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waiting for His direction. By means of rash marriages was the 
old world defiled; and it was partly on this account that it 
was drowned. Gen. 6. In consequence of fohowing these 
examples, Esau's posterity were cast out from the Church of 
God to ah generations, Gen. 26. 34. 35; Judah's family was 
disgraced and killed, and it is to be feared that his two sons 
perished. Gen. 38; not only Jehoshaphat's family but even the 
kingdom of Judah was almost ruined, 2 Chron. 21., 22. How 
dreadful for your own souls, and for those of your children, 
if you take into your bosom an unconverted lump of wrath! 
For the Lord's sake let no beauty, no affabihty, no wealth 
decoy any of you into this dangerous snare, which may exclude 
the grace of God from your family till the end of time, 1 Cor. 
7. 39; Deut. 7. 3,4; Ezra 9. 2, 3,12,14. 

'8. If the Lord give you families and children, bring them 
up for God. I have essayed to point out your duty in this 
respect, m my two sermons at Whitbum and Inverkeithing, 
which were printed; I pray you seriously to peruse these, and 
to comply with the advices given in the same. 

'9. Set the Lord always before you as your Saviour, Witness, 
Master, Pattern, and future Judge. David said, Ps. 16. 8, "I 
have set the Lord always before me : because He is at my right 
hand, I shall not be moved." It is the command of God, 1 Cor. 
10. 31, "Whether, therefore, ye eat or drink, or whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God." 

'10. Adhere constantly, cordially, and honestly to the 
covenanted prmciples of the Church of Scotland, and to that 
testimony which hath been hfted up for them. I fear a genera¬
tion is rising up which will endeavour silently to let slip these 
matters, as if they were ashamed to hold them fast, or even to 
speak of them. May the Lord forbid that any of you should 
ever enter into this confederacy against Jesus Christ and His 
cause ! 

'This from a dying father and minister, and a witness for 
Christ. 

JOHN BROWN. ' 
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Here it may be fitting to place the concluding part of the 
'Short Memoir' of his hfe, which he penned in the eventide, 
when the shadows were beginnmg to lengthen. He is frank and 
fearless with himself, erring on the side of severity, with the 
thoughts inchned toward pessimism, which, declares Herbert 
Spencer, is one of the aspects of life that appears in old age. 
But the values he now puts on things have their interest; and 
the insight we obtain into his personal habits, as in reading, 
liberahty, and conduct in public affairs, is refreshing. 

'And now, after neariy forty years preaching of Christ and 
His great and sweet salvation, I think that if God were to 
renew my youth and put it entirely in my choice, whether I 
would be Kmg of Britam, or be a preacher of the Gospel, with 
the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, who had to beg his 
bread all the labouring days of the week, in order to have an 
opportunity of preaching on Sabbath to an assembly of sinful 
men, I would by His grace never hesitate a moment to take my 
choice. By the Gospel do men live, and in it is the hfe of my 
soul. 

'When I consider what tiie Lord hath done for me, and what 
I have been domg against the Lord and His goodness, I know 
not whether to be most amazed at His kindness, or my rebel-
hous treachery and ingratitude. God has been doing all He 
can to save, smile on, and favour me. and I have been acting 
to my uttermost in opposing and dishonouring Him. After all 
that He has done for me. I am good for notiiing. neither to 
teach nor leam. neither to hve nor die. but am both m heart 
and hfe evil, only evil, superabundantiy evil, unto this very 
day. I am amazed to think how the Lord hath concealed my 
weakness and wickedness and even rendered them useful 
to me. 

'Considering the dreadful pride of my heart, what a mercy 
that God, who gave me learning m so unexpensive a manner, 
annexed for a time such a sting of reproach to it; tiiat my 
talents did not lie so properly in a quick and extensive view of 
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things at first (for in this I saw that I was inferior to many of 
my brethren) but rather in a close, persevering, and unwearied 
apphcation to what I engaged in; that, notwithstanding all my 
eager hunting after most part of that lawful leammg which is 
known among the sons of men, I was led generally to preach 
as if I had never read a book but the Bible. And the older I 
grew, I more and more aimed at this. A n observation which I 
had made in the days of my youth that what touched my con¬
science or heart was not any airy flights or well-tumed phrases, 
but either express scriptural expressions, or what came near 
to them, led me to deal much in Scripture language, or what 
was near it. M y imagination being somewhat rank and in¬
clined to poetic imagery when I commenced a preacher, some¬
times led me into flighty thoughts or expressions. But the Lord 
made me ashamed of this, as a real robbing of Him in order to 
sacrifice to my own devilish or accursed pride. It was my 
mercy, too, that the Lord, who had given me some other talents, 
withheld from me a popular dehvery, so that, though my dis¬
courses were not disrehshed by the serious, as far as I heard, 
yet were not so agreeable to many hearers as those of my 
brethren. It was a pleasure to me to observe many of my 
brethren possessed of that talent which the Lord, to restrain 
my pride, had denied to me. 

'When I consider how many whose parents were spared 
with them far longer than I had mine, and whose station in 
the world and means of education were far greater than mine, 
are in deep poverty, or, which is infinitely worse, have been 
left to turn out abandoned rakes, I am amazed to think by 
what kind and strange means the Lord hath carried through 
the poor young orphan till now, and taken him from following 
the ewes with young, and exalted him to the highest station in 
the Church of Christ, and by His mere grace made somewhat 
useful, not only in preaching and writing, but also in training 
up many for the ministry, whom I hope the Lord hath, or will 
make, far more useful in winning souls to Christ than ever I 
have been. Notwithstanding He left me a young orphan, with-
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out any relations on earth that were able to help me to any 
purpose. He carried me through to a larger stock of leaming 
than many others who have the greatest plenty; and all this 
without my being obhged to be ever in debt to or dependent 
on any persons whatsoever. In this how plainly hath the Lord 
appeared as the Father of the fatherless, and the orphan's 
stay! This kindness of the Lord to me, as weU as Ps. 68 5 
and 146. 9, and Jer. 49. 11, encourageth me to leave my 
present young family on Hhn without the least anxious care or 
fear. I cannot leave them many pence poorer than I was left 
myself; and though I would wish that God would render them 
more holy and useful in the world, I dare not wish them more 
easy, or more honourable, or wealthy, than God hath graciously 
made me. 

'My vain curiosity hath led me into not a htüe useless 
reading to the mis-spending of much precious time. But even 
by this the Lord hath taught me what a mercy it was that when 
I had not a director m the choice of books, nor money to 
purchase the best. He hath led me into an acquamtance with 
the most useful ones, and did not permit me to take up with 
such as were erroneous or profane. From experience I have 
found that It IS vain to attempt to be an universal scholar- that 
a few books, well chosen and carefully used, are better than a 
multitude of books; that multitudes of books are scarcely 
worth the reading, or, if read, one had better extract the useful 
hmts into a notebook, and never more look into the books• 
that abridgmg of more useful books, especially if they hi 
large, is very useful; that few plays or romances are safely 
read, as they tickle the imagination and are apt to infect with 
their defilement; and even those that are most pure as of 
Young, Thomson, Addison, Richardson, bewitch the soul and 
are apt to mdispose for holy meditation, and other religious 
exercises, and so should be read at most very sparingly In 
reading histories, the Lord often not only made me to take up 
the facts as the doing of the Lord, and as verifications of some 
part of His Word, but also made the stories to suggest some 

[255] 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


useful and sometimes very sweet thouglits respecting the re¬
demption scheme. 

'Notwithstanding my minding earthly thmgs, the Lord so 
managed my wicked heart that it has rather been my care to 
husband weU what He provided for me than to attempt a 
greedy catching of what did not come of its own accord, and 
notwithstanding my eager desire of books I chose rather to 
want them and much more other things than run into debt. 
Notwithstanding I had but 40 pounds of stipend for a con¬
siderable number of years, and then 45, and at last 50 in one 
of the dearest places of the country, the Lord gave me such 
contentment with it as made my lot preferable to some who 
had the double or near to it. It was also my mercy that my 
wives were averse to unnecessary wastefuhiess and cheerfully 
ready to add the interest of their money for the helping out of 
the stipend. When I was the first mtroducer of the admmistra-
tion of the Lord's Supper twice in the year, I reckoned it a 
providential favour that I then had no more than 20 shillings 
allowed me for extraordinary expenses on such occasions, 
which being the case no one could pretend that I pushed that 
more frequent administration of the ordinance in order to 
enrich myself. By such means the Lord hath so managed my 
heart that today I think none can say that they ever heard me 
complam of a small stipend, and I may add that we have 
never been m debt or m straits as some who had much more 
income. I have been helped to hve as one that would gladly 
spend and be spent for my people, and aimed at seeking not 
theirs but them; yet not I, but the grace of God did aU. 

'My congregation's behef of this, I beheve, not only disposed 
them to regard me, but even readily to concur with me in 
countenancmg the erection of other congregations withm our 
original bounds, while some other congregations, perhaps 
double our stirength, opposed as for life any such thing within 
their bounds. By this means I have now, m my old age. the 
pleasure of seeing the Gospel fixed at Dunbar. North Berwick, 
and Tranent, all which places were m my original bounds, and 
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1 hope and heartily wish with more success than by me. This 
pleasure I would not lose for I know not how large an advance¬
ment of my stipend. And yet. to the Lord's honour as weU as 
that of my people. I have never lost a farthing by these dis¬
junctions. I have always looked upon it as a great and hurtful 
blemish in ministers, especially Seceders, to appear greedy of 
gain, as if they wanted to serve not the Lord Jesus, but their 
own belly, or purse. 

'1 have also thought it a remarkable management of my 
mind by the Lord that, though I often grudged paying of a 
penny or two for a useless letter, I could have cheerfully 
bestowed as many or more pounds for promoting a pious 
purpose. For this end I for many years laid aside a certain part 
of my income when I got it; but when our family grew numer¬
ous, my wife could scarce attend to keeping two different 
purses. I think that having a different purse for the Lord is 
very proper in many cases. And from experience I can testify 
that hberahty to the Lord is one of the most effectual means 
of making one rich. I have sometimes disposed more this way 
than it could be thought I was capable of, and yet I never 
found myseff poorer against the year's end. Nay, when I think 
on matters, I wonder that my wealth, instead of being dimin¬
ished, is not a httle increased. There "is that scattereth and 
yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty." 

'1 lament that I have been so deficient in effectual fervent 
prayer for my flock and for the Church of God; and that my 
discourses in conversation in my family or with others have 
not been more spiritual. My sense of my weakness and un-
skiffulness in pushing rehgious discourses made me keep com¬
pany so littie. And when at any time I was in company without 
something serious, it was painful for me to reflect on it. It was 
on this account, as well as because I thought feasting im¬
proper on such occasions, that I much disrehshed all feasting 
at ordinations of ministers, at baptisms, or on Mondays after 
the Lord's Supper as httle else than an ordinance of the devil, 
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calculated to erase every serious impression which had been 
made by the ordinance. I had little better opinion of making 
the dry disputes or curiosities of rehgion. the subject of con¬
versation. especially on the Lord's Day. 

Ί lament that though I pretty often attended the Society 
meetings for prayer and spiritual conference, yet I did not do 
it more, especially after my settlement in the congregation. I 
am persuaded that ministers' encouraging of such meetings 
to the utmost of their power, and their catechizing and exhort¬
ing of children, after their settlement, are some of the best 
means they can use for promoting the welfare of souls. On 
things of this nature. I would wish all ministers' zeal and care 
were chiefly spent. 

'In pubhck things I have been rather inchned to act up to 
my own views than to push others into a conformity to me. I 
had httle relish for making ecclesiastical rules without great 
harmony. I had found no small difficulty to fix my sentiments 
on some things. This made me averse to urge my opinions on 
others unless where I had plain Scripture to support them. I 
laid it down as a rule, never to be very zealous in favour of 
anything in which my own self-interest or honour was in any 
respect concerned. I found it was dangerous in the lawful 
defence of seff not to go too far. My sense of the forwardness 
of my temper, and that several of my brethren saw more 
quickly or further into a cause than I did. restrained me from 
obstinacy of judgment. My knowledge of the miserable effects 
of clerical contentions in the Christian Church, and my strong 
inchnation to peace, I believe, sometimes led me to undue 
yielding or silence.' 

Here the old yellow document ends, ten lines down from 
the top of the first half of the last page. It may have been his 
intention to add more; but there it stops. He usually crowds 
every inch of space, but the hand may have grown weary, or 
the heart may have dreaded the seff-laudation that might 
follow. And so, thus abruptly, the 'Short Memoir' closes. It is 
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all contamed m eleven double-columned pages of seven inches 
by SIX, and a few hues. It reveals m its quaint shnphcity his 
many struggles and shortcomings, and his strong opinions and 
convictions. Were it all that he had left behind him. posterity 
would never have known of the masterful spirit he possessed, 
or the vast professorial and literary work he executed or the 
wide influence he wielded. But modesty ever drew down its 
thick folds when he began to dilate upon himseff 
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C H A P T E R 25 

Farewell Words and Table Talk 

The intense, crowded hfe was now beginning to teU on the 
robust and sturdy frame. Up to the close of the year 1786, 
Brown's forceful and energetic sphit carried him through all 
his varied work with few signs of the advancement of the 
years. But for some time dyspepsia had begun to declare itself, 
and it became more acute as the months passed. In the begin¬
ning of 1787, it showed some of its worst symptoms. He was 
now in his sixty-fifth year, and the physical vigour could not 
combat illness with the ease with which it was wont to sur¬
mount it. His friends saw with regret that his health was not 
equal to the burden of work he manfully carried, and urged 
hhn to desist from part, at least, of his public service. But he 
answered with alacrity, Ί am determined to hold to the 
Church's work as long as I can. How can a dying man spend 
his last breath better than in preaching Christ?' To wear out 
was possible; to rust out was unthinkable. 

It was early in this year, when he found himself not equal 
to his former tasks, that he penned his last letter to the Countess 
of Huntingdon, with whom by correspondence he had often 
held high counsel. 

To the Countess of Huntingdon 
'If I never write to you more, be these my last words. There 

is none hke Christ, none like Christ, none hke Christ; nothing 
like redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of His grace. There is no learning 
nor knowledge hke the knowledge of Christ; no life hke Christ 
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living in the heart by faith; no work hke the service, the 
spiritual service of Christ; no reward hke the free-grace wages 
of Christ; no riches nor wealth like the unsearchable riches 
of Christ; no rest, no comfort, hke the rest, the consolations 
of Christ; no pleasure like the pleasure of fellowship with 
Christ. Little as I know of Christ-and it is my dreadful sin 
and shame that I know so httle of H i m - I would not exchange 
the learning of one hour's fellowship with Christ for all the 
liberal leaming in ten thousand Universities, during ten thou¬
sand ages, even though angels were to be my teachers. Nor 
would I exchange the pleasure my soul hath found in a word 
or two about Christ, as thy God, my God, for all the cried-up 
pleasures of creation since the world began. For what, then, 
would I exchange the being for ever with Christ, to behold His 
glory, to see God in Him as He is, and enter into the joy of my 
Lord?' 

On February 25th, 1787, he occupied his pulpit for the last 
time, conducting services three times that day. In the moming 
he preached from Luke 2. 26, 'It was revealed unto him by the 
Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen 
the Lord Christ.' He seemed to be conscious that he was 
addressing his flock, drawn from miles around, for the last 
time, and he bade them an affectionate fareweU. In the after¬
noon he again addressed them, after the strain of the morning. 
In the evening his audience was largely composed of those 
residing in Haddington, principally members and adherents of 
the Estabhshed Church. As he chmbed the pulpit for the third 
time he was scarcely able to support himseff, but with more 
than usual earnestoess he dehvered his message, his last ser¬
mon, from Acts 13. 26, 'To you is the word of this salvation 
sent.' In a manner that touched all hearts, he again referred 
to his presence in the pulpit as never hkely to be repeated, and 
bade an affectionate adieu to those who had so dihgently 
waited on his ministry. It was a Sunday long remembered in 
Haddington. 
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But, withdrawn from the pulpit, he yearned over his flock. 
They were much in his thoughts during these latter weeks, 
and he poured out his heart in the following communication 
to them, throbbing with a yearning for their highest good. It 
was found among his papers after he had passed away. 

' M Y DEAR HEARERS. 

'Having through the patience and mercy of God, long 
laboured among you, not as I ought, far, far from it, but as I 
could, I must now leave you, to appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ to give an account of my stewardship. You 
cannot say that I ever appeared to covet any man's silver or 
gold, or apparel, or ever uttered one murmur about what you 
gave me; or that I sought yours, not you. You cannot charge 
me with idling away my devoted time in vain chat, either with 
you or others, or with spending it in worldly business, reading 
of plays, romances, or the hke. If I had, what an awful appear¬
ance should I soon have before my all-seeing Judge! You 
cannot pretend that I spared either body or mind in the service 
of your souls, or that I put you off with airy conceits of man's 
wisdom, or anything else than the truths of God. Though I 
was not ashamed, as I thought Providence called me, to give 
you hints of the truths presently injured, and for the support of 
which is the declared end of the Secession, yet I laboured 
chiefly to show and inculcate upon your consciences the most 
important truths concerning your sinfuhiess and misery, and 
the way of salvation from both through Christ, and laboured 
to hunt you out of your lying refuges, and give your con¬
sciences no rest but in Christ and Him crucified. The delight 
of my soul was to commend Him and His free and great salva¬
tion to your souls, and to direct and encourage you to receive 
and walk in Him. I caU heaven and earth to record against you 
this day, that I laboured to set hfe and death, blessing and 
cursing, before you, and to persuade you to choose hfe that ye 
might live. By the grace of God, I have endeavoured, however 
poorly, to hve hohly, justly, and unblameably among you. And 
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now I leave all these discourses, exhortations, instructions, and 
examples, as a testimony for the Lord against you, ff you lay 
not your etemal salvation to heart, as the one thing needful, 
the better part which shall never be taken from you. 

'But I have no confidence in any of these things before God 
as my Judge. I see such weakness, such deficiency, such un¬
faithfulness, such imprudence, such unfervency, and uncon¬
cern, such selfishness, in aU that I have done as a minister or 
a Christian, as richly deserves the deepest damnation of hell. 
I have no hope of eternal happiness but in Jesus' blood, which 
cleanseth from all sin, in redemption through His blood, even 
the forgiveness of my sins, according to the riches of His grace. 
It is the everlasting covenant of God's free grace, well ordered 
in all things and sure, that is all my salvation and all my desire. 

'Now I die firmly persuaded [of the truth] of those things 
which I preached unto you. I never preached unto you any 
other way of salvation than I essayed to use for myself. I now, 
when dying, set to my seal that God is true. After all that I 
have said of the sinfulness of your hearts, I have not repre¬
sented to you the ten-thousandth part of their vileness and 
guilt. Knowing, in some measure, the terrors of the Lord, I 
endeavoured to persuade you that it was a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of His wrath. But who knoweth the power of 
His wrath? Knowing, in some measure, the deceitfubess of 
sin, and the devices of Satan, I laboured to wam you of them. 
But what especially dehghted my heart was, to set before you 
the excellencies, the love, the labours of our Redeemer, and 
God in Him, giving Himself, and applying Himseff to sinful 
men; and to represent to you the work of God on the heart in 
the day of His power, and the exercise of the heart in its 
diversified frames. What I saw, and tasted, and handled, both 
of the bitter and the sweet in religion, declared I unto you. 
Little as I am acquainted with the Lord, I will leave it as my 
dying testimony, that there is none like Christ, there is nothing 
tike fellowship with Christ. I dare aver before God, angels, 
and men that I would not exchange the pleasures of'rehgion 
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which I have enjoyed, especially in the days of my youth, for 
aU the pleasures, profits, and honours of this world, since the 
creation till the present moment, ten thousand times told. For 
what, then, would I ever exchange my entrance into the joy of 
a being for ever with my Lord? Truly God hath been good 
to a soul that but poorly sought Hhn. Oh! what would He be 
to yours, if you would earnestly seek Him! With what heart-
ravishing power and grace He hath testified against my wicked 
and unbehevmg heart, that He is God. even my God! And 
whom have I in heaven but Him? nor is there any on earth 
whom I deske besides Him. My heart and flesh fail, but God 
is the strength of my heart and my portion for ever. Left early 
by both father and mother. God hath taken me up. and been 
the orphan's stay. He hath given me the heritage of them that 
fear Hhn. The hues have fallen to me in pleasant places. I have 
a goodly heritage. The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance 
and of my cup; He maintaineth my lot : Yea. mine own God is 
he, my God that doth me save. 

'Had I ten thousand worlds in my offer, and these secured 
to me for ever, they should be utterly contemned. "Doubtless 
I count aU things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ Jesus my Lord; and I do count them but dung to win 
him, and be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, 
which is of the law, but the righteousness of God which is 
through faith." 

'Now, when I go to give my account to God, think what it 
must be ! Alas ! must it be that, in too great conformity to your 
careless neighbours, some did not attend the means of grace at 
examinations, in meetings for prayer and spiritual conference, 
as ye ought? Must it be that, after labouring so many years 
among you, I left less hvely rehgion in the congregation than 
I found in it at first? Must it be that ye were called, but you 
made light of the marriage with Christ, and of His great 
salvation? Must it be that ye contented yourselves with a form 
of godhness, without knowing the power of it? Must it be that 
some few, tramphng on their most solemn engagements, for-
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sook me, having loved this present world? Must it be that 
others were not careful to train up their seed for the Lord? 
Must it be, that ye often heard the most searching sermons, or 
the most delightful, and went away quite unaffected? Or must 
it be that you were awakened, that your souls looked to Jesus 
and were enhghtened; that ye believed with your heart unto 
salvation; that ye harrowed in the seed of the truth, which I 
sowed among you. by serious meditation and fervent prayer; 
that ye laboured to wm souls to Christ? Alas ! I fear many of 
you wiU go down to heU with a lie in your hand, with all the 
gospel sermons and exhortations you ever heard in your con¬
science, to assist it to upbraid, gnaw, and torment you! My 
deariy beloved hearers, shall I see you next in everlasting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels? ShaU I see those faces 
all in flames at the last day, and those eyes, which often looked 
at me, looking hvely bright horror at the judgment-seat of 
Christ? Must I hear the Redeemer bid you depart from Him 
as cursed, into the everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels? And must I, who have so often prayed for your 
salvation, and preached for your salvation, add my hearty 
A M E N to the sentence of your eternal damnation? God forbid ! 

'Let me then beseech you, now, without a moment's delay, 
to consider your ways. Listen to the Lord's invitations ! Beheve 
His seff-giving declarations and promises, which, times without 
number, have, with some measure of earnestness, been soun¬
ded in your ears. For the Lord's sake, dare not. at your infinite 
peril, to see me again in your sins, and refusers of my glorious 
Redeemer and Master! Oh! give Him your hearts, give Him 
your hearts ! I never complained of you giving me too httle. 
Nay. I thought myself happier than most of my brethren as to 
all outward matters. But I always thought and complained 
that you did not use my Master Christ as I wished in your 
hearts, hves. and houses. And now I ask nothing for myseff. or 
any of my family, but make this my only dying request to you, 
that you would now receive my Master Christ into your hearts 
and houses. Could my soul speak back to you from the etemal 
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State, could all my rotting bones and sinews, and every atom 
of my body, speak back to you from the grave, they should 
all cry, "Oh that you were wise, that you understood this, that 
you would consider your latter end ! " Oh that you would give 
my Master, Christ, these ignorant, guilty, polluted, and en¬
slaved hearts of yours, that He, as made of God unto you 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, might 
enter in and fill them for evermore with His grace and truth ! 
Oh, say not to a dying, a dead minister, but to a hving Re¬
deemer, and His Father, and blessed Spirit, N A V . 

'Dearly beloved, whom I wish to be my joy and crown in 
the day of the Lord, suffer me to speak from the dead to you. 
Let me obtest you, by all your inexpressible sinfulness and 
misery, by ah the perfections, words and works of God, by all 
the excellencies, offices, relations, labours, sufferings, glory, 
and fulness of Christ, by all the joys of heaven and horrors of 
hell, now to make serious work of the eternal salvation of 
your souls. Try what improvement you have made of all my 
ministrations. Call to mind what of my texts, sermons, or 
other instructions you can; and pray them over before the 
Lord, applying them closely to your own conscience and heart. 
Wash yourselves thoroughly in the blood of Jesus Christ from 
all the sins of holy things since you and I met together. 

'1 recommend to you, young persons, my two addresses 
annexed to my Catechisms; and to you, parents and masters, 
my address in the Awakening Call, and my sermons on Raising 
up Children to Christ, as a part of my dying words to you. 
They will rise up in judgment against you, if you contemn 
them. 

'With respect to your obtaining another minister, let me 
beseech you, by much fervent prayer, get him first from the 
Lord. And let it be your care to call one whose sermons you 
find to touch your consciences. May the Lord preserve you 
from such as aim chiefly to tickle your fancy, and seek them¬
selves rather than Jesus Christ the Lord! Let there be no 
strife among you in calhng him. And when you get him, labour 
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at his entrance to receive his message from Christ with great 
greedmess. Let your vacancy make you hungry and thirsty 
for the Gospel. And let all hands and hearts be intent on 
raismg up a seed for Christ in poor withered and wicked East 
Lothian. 

O h ! how it would delight my soul to be informed, in the 
manner of the eternal state, that Christ had come along with 
my successor, conquering and to conquer! How gladly should 
I see you and him by hundreds at the right hand of Christ at 
the great day, though I should scarcely have my ten! Oh, if 
Christ were so exalted, so remembered among you, as to make 
me scarcely thought of! I desire to decrease, that He may 
increase. 

' "Now unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sms m His own blood, and hath given us everlasting consola¬
tion and good hope through grace, be honour and glory, 
dominion and blessing, for ever and ever. 

' "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom' 
I am chief." 

'Your once affectionate pastor, JOHN BROWN. ' 

In the five months that intervened before his end the 
restraint that Brown placed on any personal expression of 
spiritual feeling seemed to be removed. Like John Woolman 
in his last lUness, he 'uttered many lovely and comfortable 
expressions.' Says an acknowledged authority in letters as in 
imperial affairs, 'We want to know how a master man talked 
and, if possible, what he thought; what was his standpoint 
with regard to the graver issues of hfe, what he was in the 
hours of ease, what he enjoyed, how he unbent.' We have had 
glimpses of what the master man of Haddington was in his 
hours of ease, and how he unbent. He enjoyed nothing so 
much as hours in his hbrary among his books. It is now 
thanks to his son, Ebenezer, that we hear him converse, and 
especially on the deeper matters of life. 
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Ever since the Abernethy calumny. Brown was very sparing 
m references to himself. Now and again he did unbend, as once, 
well remembered by his students, when urging them not to be 
satisfied with a mere speculative acquaintance with the truths 
m the 'System of Doctrine/ or a storing of them m their 
memories, but to have them engraven on their hearts by the 
Spirit of God, he said : Ί recollect that, when sitting on the 
braes of Abemethy, hearmg Mr. Wilson of Perth [one of the 
Secession Four], I got more insight into the marrow of the 
Gospel, "thy God" and "my God." than I ever got before or 
smce. Alas! that it was so long ago!' That he lived among 
faith's high altitudes was the ready conviction of all with whom 
he came in contact. It was characteristic of him to say. as he 
walked with a friend, and a loud clap of thunder rolled over¬
head, 'That is the low whisper of my God.' His difficulties, as it 
has been said, were not so much of an intellectual as of a 
spiritual nature. His attainments in personal hohness were far 
short of his ideal. When he stood before the Love that re¬
deemed hhn. the mtensity of its white light seemed to darken 
the shadow cast by his many shortcomings. In preaching 
while never failing to exhibit the charm and the joy and the 
glory of the Christian calhng. he often depicted with a strong 
severe hand the blackness and the horribleness of whatever sin 
touched. He was fittingly or unwittingly interpreting hhnseff 
And now that fife's battle was practically fought, he was more 
commumcative regarding his own inner hfe. and unbosomed 
himseff m a way that left a deep impression. His son. Ebenezer 
the mmister of Inverkeithmg. was frequently by his side during 
these months; and he noted down much of the table talk that 
fell from his hps. It is iUuminative and striking, though often 
it flashes a description of the speaker himseff that makes one 
start and shudder. He speaks with a freedom on topics that 
many today might deem too sacred to be uttered. This which 
may seem strange to us. was quite characteristic of the times 
when the veil was uphfted on the inner hfe. 

On March 2nd, the week after he had laid down the pulpit 
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service, a friend remarked to him that with care he might yet 
recover; m a moment came the answer, 'If Christ be magnified, 
whether in my hfe or death, this is the great matter.'^ 

On the day following, when the readmg of history was dis¬
cussed, the old historian enunciated his principle in studying 
the records of the past. 

'Often we read history as Atheists or Deists, rather than as 
Christians. To read of events without observing the hand of 
God m them, is to read as Atheists; to read and not observe 
how aU events conduce to carry on the work of redemption, is 
to read as Deists.' 

He mused on the theme; and in the evening he referred again 
to the subject. 

Ά piece of history hath sometimes amused me when my 
natural spirits were low; but now I find no pleasure except in 
meditating on the promises. I wish to begin with that in 
Genesis, "The seed of the woman shall bruise the head of the 
serpent," and to delight myseff with it, and aU the rest that 
follow, to the end of the Revelation of John.' 

The leammg accumulated with so much zest m his life-time 
seemed to obtam another adjustment when the burden of the 
grasshopper was felt, and the eye peered into the other world. 
Brown, reviewing the past, aflirmed : 

'If there were such a thing as exchange of learning I should 
wilhngly quit with all my acquaintance with languages, and 
other branches of knowledge, to know experimentally what 
that meaneth. "I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I hve; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live 
m the flesh, I hve by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave Hhnseff for me.'" 

' A fuller record of his talk is given in the Appendix. 
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As he talked with his sons. John and Ebenezer. who hke 
himself served in the ministry, the one at Whitbum. the other 
at Inverkeithmg. he was consumed with an eagerness for their 
devotion to their calhng. More than once in these closing 
months he reverted to this, and to the delight and joy he him¬
self had had in the ministerial career-except these bonds. 

'No doubt I have met with trials as well as others: yet so 
kind hath God been to me. that I think, if God were to give me 
as many years as I have already hved in the world. I would not 
desire one single circumstance in my lot changed - except I 
wish I had less sin.' 'Labour, labour for Christ while ye have 
strength.' was his passionate entreaty. Ί now repent that I 
have been so lazy and so slothful in His service. Oh! com¬
mend Jesus. I have been looking at Him for these many years, 
and never yet could find a fault in Him. but what was of my 
own making: ahhough He hath seen ten thousand faults in me. 
Many a comely person I have seen, but none so comely as 
Christ: many a kind friend I have had. but none like Christ in 
loving-kindness and tender mercies.' 

Speaking about sermons, he alleged : 

'So far as ever I observed God's deahngs with my soul, the 
flights of preachers sometimes entertained me: but it was Scrip¬
ture expressions which did penetrate my heart, and that in a 
way pecuhar to themselves.' 

His sons left him for a week or so. While they were away, 
he wrote to John at Whitbum the following interesting letter: 

To Rev. John Brown, Whitburn 

'When I get an opportunity. I have some thoughts of making 
a trial of the medicine which you mention, though my hopes 
of bemg better by it are not very high. My life and health seem 
now to pass like a dechning shadow: nor dare I repine at the 
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matter. God hath, m some measure, satisfied me with old age; 
I would therefore be longmg to see His salvation. I observe 
several things relative to my family, which urge my camal 
heart to wish contmuance; but my death can make no vacancy 
in my family, and far less in the Church, which Jesus cannot 
easily fill up. What I desire is. to have the presence of God in 
my trouble, and to be enabled to act for His glory. I can 
hardly bear the thought of being consigned to be a useless 
weight on this earth. But I must not quarrel at His disposal; 
He cannot but do right; nor would I wish to attempt making 
straight what He has made crooked. Redemption through His 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins, accordmg to the riches of 
His grace, is what I ever desire to enjoy: and I wish to leave the 
circumstances of my departing to His high sovereign wiU. If 
grace reign through Jesus' righteousness to etemal hfe to me 
and mme. I ask no more. I beheve I shall never be perfectly 
well till I be with the Lamb in the midst of the throne. In the 
meanthne, I earnestly desire to die as a wax-taper, sending 
forth a sweet smell of Him whose garments smell of myrrh, 
and aloes, and cassia ' 

On their return on March 20th, his sons found him phy-
sicaUy weaker, the memory not so tenacious, but the vision as 
keen, and the judgment on thmgs sharp as ever. 'Men may 
talk of the sovereignty of redeeming love as they will; but had 
It not been sovereign, infinitely sovereign, I had been as surely 
lost as if I were in heU ah־eady. How these words, "He loved 
me, and gave Himself for me," once penetrated my heart and 
made me cry, "Bless the Lord, Ο my soul, and let all that is 
withm me be stirred up to bless His holy name." ' 

The various incidents of his daily fife were a continuous 
source of searching and exhilarating remarks-it might be the 
mommg when he awoke, the washing of his face, the break¬
fast with which he was served, or the meals of the day the 
carriage exercise in which he participated, the converse of 
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fnends-they were all to him avenues to the mcomparable 
riches of grace. 'Wonderful, wonderful subject, grace.' as he 
once exclaimed, at an aftemoon repast. 'Wonderful, wonderful 
means, by which it vents the righteousness of Christ! and won¬
derful. wonderful issue, eternal hfe.' 

He was grateful for aU the attention bestowed upon him by 
his wife and children and expressed his appreciation of it in 
warm terms, but it was only an avenue to a higher domain 
'Yet I must go back to this, "Whom have I in heaven but 
Thee? and there is none upon earth I deske beside Thee." ' 
One of his younger children, Peggy, who three years later 
followed him to his rest, slipped into his room to inquire as to 
his welfare. Drawmg her near him, he laid his hands upon her 
head, 'Now my littie dear, mind to pray to God; your father 
must soon leave you, but cry unto Jesus, "Thou art my Father 
and the guide of my youth"; and then, tiiough you will not 
have a room hke this to come and see your father in, you will 
be taken to a far better Father's room.' The anguish of parting 
with his children was soothed by the recollection of his own 
early days, and the guiding hand that had been upon him. As 
he said to another of his younger children, Ί do not think that 
I was much older than you, when God caused me to claim 
Him; and God hath been good to me.' The dark sorrows that 
had marked his joumey, he acknowledged, had not been with¬
out their rich compensation. Ί think the early deatii of my 
father and mother, tiie death of a wife and of children, in a 
remarkable manner wrought for my good. I could not but 
noüce, tiiat when God took away these. He always supphed 
their room with Hhnself.' 

The vicissitudes of his career mdeed tested the Word on 
which he planted his hopes, and on which he wrote so exten¬
sively. Passages of it seemed to embody his very experiences 
hke the nmety-first psahn with its dark outiines fringed with 
gold of promise. Ί know a man to whom ahnost every hne of 
that psalm has been sweet. I think if ever God touched my 
heart. He went through that psalm with me.' But hfe to him 
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was enriched and gladdened above all with tiie treasures of his 
Master. Christ. 'Oh! What must Christ be in Hhnself, when 
He sweetens heaven, sweetens Scriptures, sweetens ordinances, 
sweetens earth, and even sweetens trials. What must that Christ 
be in Himself!' 

We have here access to the inner springs that were so long 
concealed from outer gaze. It was a period of patient waiting 
that for tiie first time in that crowded existence enabled others 
to see whence emanated the energy that never paused, and the 
confidence that never wavered. These months when the pen 
ceased and the voice in pubhc was silent were not without 
their recompense : 'They also serve who only stand and wait ' 
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C H A P T E R 26 

The Close 

Brown's increasing weakness told its tale on some of his 
faculties, but the inner soul glowed with a brighter flame. Daily, 
if the weather showed no drooping or weeping skies, he took 
carnage exercise. It revived him; and the tokens of bursting 
spnng spoke their gladdening message of higher thmgs to an 
observer long accustomed to see nature sparkling with spiritual 
emblems. His church was close by, m which he had ministered 
for thirty-six years; but to attend the services now was be¬
coming too exhausting for his enfeebled frame. Once he passed 
withm its portals on a week-day and looked round, and his 
heart filled with emotion as the fragrant memories of hours 
spent there rushed back upon him. 'Weak as I am, I would try 
to preach yet, if I had none to preach in my stead. Oh ' what 
sweet fellowship with Christ I have had here! That pulpit hath 
been to me the best place in all this house.' 

In the meadow adjoining the church behind the manse he 
was often wont to stroll. As he paced it now slowly with his 
sons, he would call attention to places where visions divine 
broke upon his soul, and made the spots to him as hallowed 
ground. 

'On certain occasions my soul hath been so transported here 
that, as the Apostle speaks, "whether I was in the body or out 
of the body. I could scarcely teU." Perhaps it is superstitious 
in me. but I confess I have a pecuhar love for these very spots." 

The book-hned study that used to enthrall him from early 
morn to the latest hours seemed to lose its charm, and he 
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seldom crossed its threshold. 'You never go in there now ' 
said his son to him as they passed the door. 'No; the closet Ί 
wish now is the place of God's immediate presence. There the 
face of God will serve me instead of all my books.' Regarding 
the numerous works he himself produced out of that study 
some of which were to pass into many editions, a friend 
advised hun to grant an assignation of his rights for the good 
of his family. 

'No. no; I would not wish that ever there should be the least 
appearance of the world m me. I can trust my family to Provi¬
dence; and if, when I am in heaven, it appear that there was 
one converted by means of anything I ever wrote, I wiU mark 
down a hundred pounds; if there should be two, I will say 
there are two hundred pounds; and, if twenty, there is some-
thmg of more value than two thousand pounds. That is the 
reward which I wish.' 

The astonishing memory he possessed and so assiduously 
cultivated began to lock its doors, and sometimes he faltered 
through lack of its help. But the other hfe, he was convinced, 
would quickly repair the loss. 'Were I once in heaven, a look 
of Christ wiU cure my broken memory, and all my other 
weaknesses.' 

While memory might fail, the spirit was all ahve The 
simplest occasions flashed out starting thoughts. The fire was 
being stirred and its bright glow Ut up the room. 

O h ! to have my heart sthred and set in an etemal flame of 
love to that dear Son of God, of whom I think I can say "He 
loved me and gave Hhnself for me"; and I am sure, in point 
of worthlessness. He might as well have loved Beelzebub 
himself.' 

He amazed his son one day by saymg-it may have been 
occasioned by some unfortunate bankmpt in Haddington being 
pilloned m public, as was the case with monetary defaulters 
in those days : 
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Ί confess I should not hke to stand at our town cross with 
a paper on my breast, declarmg that I was a bankrupt to men; 
but I think I would love to stand in the most pubhc place in 
heaven having all the redeemed pointing to me as the greatest 
smner that ever was saved; yea, I thmk theh: very staring at 
me, as the chief debtor to free grace, would rejoice my heart.' 

In the begmnmg of April , his eldest son returned to his 
charge at Whitburn, and he wrote him the following letter : 

To Rev. John Brown, Whitburn 
Ί am at present in a weak and languishing condition; but 

as it is the doing of the Lord I desire to be resigned, and 
would gladly be content, whether death or recovery be the 
issue. Indeed, the desire of my heart is that, if it be His will. 
I should depart and be with Christ, which is far better than 
being in this sinful world. But it would be improper for me 
to set up my ignorant and corrupt wiU as a rule to the Most 
High. I wish to be at entire and cordial resignation to His wiU. 
who hath so graciously performed aU things for me. Let Him 
recover or let Hhn kill me, as is most for His glory; I know 
that it shall be in infinite love to my soul. I desire to take all 
kindly from His hand; and I hope that He wiU sweeten all 
with beheving views of His everlasting love to me. To leave 
a multitude of kind relations, hearers, and neighbours on earth 
is an easy matter, in order to depart and to be with Jesus for 
ever. When I write, perhaps, my last letter to you. I would 
commend Him who is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten 
thousand and altogether lovely. Rather, oh that the Holy 
Ghost would enable you and your children to come and see 
Him! I am sure that is a pleasant and enriching sight. May 
never one of you get rest in your minds, till you obtain such a 
blessed discovery ! I give it. perhaps as my last words to you 
and your children, that there is none hke Christ, there is none 
like Christ, there is none like Christ.' 

Thy Synod of his Church was convened to meet in Edin¬
burgh on May 1st that year. For twenty years he had sat at 
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the clerk's table, and witnessed and shared in many exciting 
debates, when somethnes the cahn of dehberation was broken 
by the storm of passionate discussion. The advent of the Synod 
was always eagerly anticipated; but it suggested to him now 
another general assembly-that of the first-born for which he 
yearned. 'No idle words, no angry speeches, no smful ignor¬
ances, no haughty pride there. But, after all, it is a great mercy 
that Jesus, the great manager of the Church, can overrule even 
our contentions here for His own glory.' 

The approachmg Divinity Session, however, was giving him 
some concem. His place at the clerk's table could easily be 
filled by another member; but his post as Professor could not 
be so speedüy arranged for. He was doubtful if his health 
would permit of his discharge of the manifold duties of the 
chah• in the autumn; and he requested his son, John, who was 
Moderator of his Church that year, to represent his ckcum-
stances to the Synod. The letter he sent him contains his re¬
quest and shows the trend of his thoughts, and the slackening 
of time's bonds upon him. 

To the Rev. John Brown, Whitburn 
'My weakness still continues; nor, indeed, is my mind 

anxious about this, but a Christ-glorifymg death, and a bemg 
for ever with the Lord. My concem, too. is that all my relations 
should have my place on earth dehghtfuUy supphed by the 
knowledge, care, and fellowship of Jesus Christ, even Hhn 
whom, notwithstandmg all my present and now long-continued 
carelessness and wickedness. I still hold to be Jesus Christ, 
my Lord. Oh! could my soul enter into the full meanmg of 
these words as I wish! But I hope that I shall be allowed this 
attamment by and by. Akeady my poor soul, m a manner 
hovenng between time and etemity. cries. N O N E LIKE C H R I S T ' 
AND NONE BUT CHRIST FOR M E ! And may I and all my relations 
and friends be His henceforth and for ever! It is no small 
comfort to have my relations on earth so kind and agreeable 
to me; but my superiative desire. I think, is to be with Jesus 
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and His ransomed millions above. That such a sinner, and 
originally such a mean sinner, should be so kindly treated by 
so many brethren and friends, doth and may amaze me. But 
oh how sweetly doth Jesus and His Spirit exceed them ah! 
Now I in some sweet measure feel and see that there is no 
friendship like that of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

'This week my bodily appetite is no better: but little matter 
if God would enable me to drink up a river of His redeeming 
blood, and to feed full on Jesus' flesh-on all the fuhiess of 
God. 

'At the meeting of the Synod let my weakness be repre¬
sented to them: and if they judge that it has disqualified me 
for teaching the students, I heartily agree to be laid aside from 
this work, and that one more fit should be chosen. It is Jesus 
Christ whom I wish to be exalted: and the best means for 
savmg sinners, I wish to take place. 

Ί hope the brethren will take care to supply my congrega¬
tion with sermon, as want of this would smk my spirits. I 
have been but a dry tree myself among them: and oh ! it would 
rejoice my heart to hear of Jesus' power being felt, and His 
glory seen, by the ministry of my brethren helping me! I do 
not wish to be a burden to them: and if Providence brmg me 
back to any measure of strength. I shaU inform the suppher. 
The longer I hve. I see myself the less worthy of being regar¬
ded by anybody. 

'Wishing all the blessings of time and eternity on your 
family, and that the Lord may render you and your brother, 
and all my pupils more faithful, dihgent. and successful in the 
ministry, than I have been, 

Ί remain yours, etc' 
His son. John, as retking Moderator, preached the opening 

sermon of the Synod, when it met in Bristo Church. Edmburgh. 
on May 1st. choosmg as his text Prov. 11. 30. 'He that winneth 
souls is wise.' He intimated to the court that his father's en¬
feebled health prevented him attending the Synod meetings, 
and the Rev. David Greig, Lochgehy, Fife, was appointed to 
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take his place at the clerk's table. He also indicated his father's 
desire that some one should be appointed to take charge of 
the students at the coming session, as he was afraid his health 
would not be equal to the strain. The Rev. George Lawson.^ 
Selkkk. one of Brown's former students, was appointed to 
undertake this duty. The Synod not only sympathetically 
acceded to their old Professor's requests, but also provided 
supply for his pulpit, authorizing the Presbytery of Dunferm-
hne to preach to his congregation in the month of May, the 
Presbytery of Kelso during June, the Presbytery of Edinburgh 
durmg July, and the Presbytery of Glasgow during August 
thus arranging for the occupancy of his pulpit up to the next 
meeting of Synod.=־ It was a touching expression of the 
Church's esteem for his devoted labours: but their thoughtful 
kmdness in making provision was not required so long as they 
anticipated. 

During May his health did not seem to improve, but suffi¬
cient strength availed to enjoy carriage exercise. 'How strange 
that I. a cottager's son. should have a chaise to ride in: but oh ' 
how much more strange that I should have a "chariot of sal¬
vation to ride i n ! ' " One day they said. 'You cannot go out 
today because of the rain.' Oh . ' said he. 'if God would but 
send His new covenant chariot. Death, to carry me hence 
before the end of the day. I would not mind the weather, what¬
ever it might be.' 

Toward the end of the month his sons, who had been with 
him after the Synod Session, returned to their charges for a 
few days. They had been, before assistance was provided by 
the Synod, supplying his pulpit occasionally: and he was wish¬
ful that they might retum and continue their help, which was 
so welcome, though the Presbyteries appointed were domg 
their duty. He wrote to Ebenezer as follows, the last letter 
most likely, he ever penned : 

Minutes of the Associate Synod, vol. iv, pp. 2038 if. 
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To Rev. Ebenezer Brown, Inverkeithing 

Ί am, and have been since you went away, much as when 
you saw me. StiU weak, but desiring to wait for the salvation 
of God, which, I know, wiU make me strong in due time; His 
afflicting hand hes very mercifully on me. How pleasantiy His 
glorifying hand, in a short time, will he on me, I with humihty 
wish to know, as soon as it is for His glory, and my own and 
others' good. Oh! study early feUowship with Christ! It is 
sweet in days of trouble to look back to this. 

Ί hope you wiU not grudge to preach for me another 
Sabbath; and may that sweet Jesus Christ and His Spkit give 
you and me many days of feUowship witii them, which I am 
sure and glad they can give us. My allowed mchnation is to 
serve the Lord on earth, or to praise Him in heaven, as He 
thinks most for His honour, for a time; though, saving His 
wUl, I would cheerfully prefer the latter. Oh! to be with 
Christ in heaven appears to me a double, triple heaven for 
such a sinner! This, with my kind compliments to aU my 
brethren about you. 

Yours affectionately, etc' 

The sons returned in the beginning of June. The 4th of June 
was the bkthday of the King, George III. The bells rang out 
a merry peal. He inquked what it meant. O h ! when wiU tiiat 
glorious solemnity arrive, when all the artillery of heaven 
shaU be let off! that day of Jesus, when angels and the saints 
shall join m a general shout to His honour.' Some time after, 
as the bells continued to ring. He said. 'Blessed be God that 
we have a better King's birthday to celebrate, "Unto us a child 
is born, in the city of David, a Saviour who is Christ the Lord." 
On account of that event, the Gospel bells have been sounding 
for ages past, and they will ring louder and louder stiU.' 

Someone asked him whether he did not think he should feel 
a stranger when he got into the world of spirits. 'No,' said he, 
Ί am sure that everybody there wiU be ready to treat me well 
for Christ's sake.' It had been his frequent practice to travel in 
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the leafy month of June to Stow for communion services. A 
friend remarked, 'You are not journeying thither this year.' 
'No,' he answered. Ί wish to be travelling to God, as my ex¬
ceeding joy.' Within three days his wish was reahzed; the 
royal chariot he had longed for was awaiting him. On the 
morning of June 19th, his increasing feebleness rendered the 
voice weak. On an appeal being addressed to him the answer 
showed the ambU of his thoughts, 'The Lord hath His own 
way of carrying on His work.' 

The last words he uttered were the summation of his life : 
'My CHRIST. ' 

After four hours the silence that is unbroken reigned. On 
Tuesday, June 19th. 1787. he passed to his rest, in the sixty-
sixth year of his age. the thirty-sixth of his ministry, and the 
twentieth of his professorship. On the following Saturday, 
amid crowds of mourners from the town and district, all that 
was mortal was laid to rest in the churchyard of Haddmgton. 
A simple tombstone in obelisk form was erected to mark the 
spot where he hes. on which is inscribed the foUowing record : 

TO 

THE MEMORY 

OF 

M R . JOHN B R O W N 
36 YEARS MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL AT HADDING-
TON, AND 20 YEARS PROFESSOR OF DIVINITY 
UNDER THE ASSOCIATE SYNOD. AFTER MAINTAIN- ; 
ING AN EMINENT CHARACTER FOR PIETY, CHARITY, \ 
LEARNING AND DILIGENCE, H E DIED. REJOICING 
IN HOPE OF THE GLORY OF GOD. AND ADMIRING 
THE RICHES OF DIVINE GRACE TO HIM AS A 
SINNER. THE 19ΤΗ DAY OF JUNE. 1787. AGED \ 

65 YEARS 
•1• 

Beneath are recorded the deaths of Janet Thomson, his s 
first wife, who died May 10th, 1771, aged 38 years, and Violet ! 

[281] I 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


Croumbie. his second wife, who died March 21st. 1822 aged 
77 years, and the words. 'They rest among the blessed dead 
who die in the Lord.' 

On the Sunday foUowmg his death, the Rev. John Hender¬
son. Dunbar, preached the funeral sermon in the church at 
Haddmgton; and in many pulpits throughout the country 
especially where men ministered who had been under his own 
tuition, tributes were paid to the memory of one who. though 
so inadequately equipped at the outset, became a master in 
learning and in particular in the Scriptures. His own Church 
at Its first Synod meeting after his death recorded its high 
appreciation of his character and worth : 

'The Synod.' it chronicled, 'unanimously agreed to take this 
opportunity of testifying their respect to the memory of the 
Rev. John Brown, their late Professor, whose eminent piety 
fervent zeal, extensive charity, and unwearied diligence in 
promotmg the interests of religion, will be long remembered 
by this court, especially by those members of it who had the 
happiness of studying divinity under his inspection.' 

The record is the more striking that such appreciations were 
exceedingly rare incidents in the Church procedure of those 
days. 

The utterances of these later weeks reveal the spring of his 
varied activities, and the irresistible call he felt to utilize the 
moments and the gifts he possessed for the highest purposes. 
The age m which he lived had cross-currents running strongly 
Many of these in Brown's opinion were not conducive to real 
progress; and he was not alone in this contention. Many were 
deeply concerned as to the manifest sapping of the nation's 
strength by the vices and frivolity of the period, and the laxity 
m the Church that prevailed. Brown valiantly contributed 
his share in arresting the threatening decay, and vitahzing the 
rehgious forces of the country. His views were neither narrow 
nor superficial, though always intensely held. From the days 
when he began to master languages by searching into their 
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basal formations, he delighted to probe down to root causes. 
What he wrote accordingly was the expression of a full mind 
charged with deep conviction. His life and labours planted 
against the background of his century-a century that is 
remarkable both by its bias for the past and by its eagerness 
to advance-reveal a man of consecrated spirit, intellectual 
vigour, and boundless energy, who spared not himself in the 
service of his fellows. If genius be the art of taking pains, he 
had It in abundance. Knowledge, sacred knowledge in especial 
beckoned him on with its tempting light; and he followed with 
great zest, noting every step with minute care. The heights to 
which he rose in its pursuit, have in the onward march of the 
generations been left behind; but he bravely prepared the way 
for others to follow. He opened up the Scriptures to vast mui-
titudes, and gave an impetus to learning that is felt through 
his descendants to this hour. 

So when a good man dies. 
For years beyond his ken, 

The light he leaves behind him lies 
Upon the paths of men. 
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APPENDIX 

A R E C O R D O F T H E L A S T S A Y I N G S 
O F J O H N B R O W N 

After Sunday. February 25th. 1787. he was unable to preach. 
His son. the Rev. Ebenezer Brown, noted some of his utter¬
ances, m those latter months. It may be felt, as his grandson 
says, that he spoke in a 'hyperbohcal' way, especially when 
he referred to sin, and to hhnself. It was. however, no affec¬
tation on his part, but a vivid, overwhehning sense of the 
divme glory and the divine goodness, such as led another and 
a greater to regard himself as the chief of sinners. 

March 4th.-An acquaintance said to him it was pleasant 
to see Herveyi insisting so much on grace reigning through 
righteousness. 'Yes.' he rephed. 'that is the doctrine which is 
good to live with, and good to die with.' 

On the Sunday, he was able to attend church. On returnmg 
he remarked. 'What a happy hfe might a Christian have if he 
were always persuaded of the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord ! ' 

In the evenmg he was asked if he felt better, and cahnly 
came the reply: Ί am no worse; but I do not wish to have 
a wiU in that matter; only I would not desh־e to hve and yet 
not be able for Christ's work; though, perhaps, were God so 
ordering it. He would enable me to bear that too ' 

March 6th.-He called the two eldest of his sons, John and 
Ebenezer, mto his room. They were returning to their homes, 
Whitburn and Inverkeithing, and he urged them to undertake 
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their work 'with both hands earnestly.' 'No doubt, I have met 
with trials as well as others; yet so kind hath God been to 
me, that I thmk, if God were to give me as many years as I 
have already lived in the world, I would not desire one single 
circumstance changed, except that I wish I had less sin.' 

The sons retumed in a fortaight. On March 20th. Ebenezer 
noted that greater weakness had set in. The memory was 
impaired, but not the judgment; and he conversed as if earthly 
things were left behmd. 

Ί have often wondered at the favour which men have shown 
to me. but much more at the favour of God to such a grievous 
sinner.' 

O h ! to be with God, to "see hhn as He is, to know Him 
even as I am known"; it is worthy, not merely of going for 
but of dying for, to see a smihng God.' 

;About the year- , God said to my soul, "I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love"; and how faithful hath He been 
that since ! ' 

'There would not have been more grace shown m the re-
dempüon of the chief of devils than in savmg me; the same 
price would have ransomed them, the same strivmgs would 
have overcome them.' 

'Men may talk of the sovereignty of redeeming love as they 
wiU; but had it not been sovereign, infinitely sovereign, I had 
as surely been lost as if I were condemned already ' 

'Were it not that God foresaw our sins and provocations 
from etermty. He never could have continued His love to me 
the grievous sinner, the arrant rebel; yet I thmk He is now 
prepanng me for being ever witii Himself. Oh! what is that י 
I have done all that hes in my power to condemn myself, and 
though I will not say that God haul done all that He could to 
save me, yet I am sure He hath done a great deal ' 

'If angels and men knew tiie raging enmity of my heart, 
wha^ would tiiey think of redeeming love, which hath pitched 

'What a miracle to see me, the arrant rebel, sitting on the 
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throne with Jesus! And I hope I shall be seen there. What 
cannot Jesus do ! ' 

'How these words, "He loved me and gave Himself for me," 
once penetrated into my heart, and made me cry, "Bless the 
Lord, Ο my soul, and let all that is within me be stirred up to 
bless His holy name ! " ' 

A friend asking him if he had any appetite for his supper, 
he rephed. 'Yes! Ο for as good an appetite for the fulness of 
God as I have for earthly victuals.' 

One remarked to him that, under all his weakness, his mind 
seemed very composed. 'Indeed I am composed; God hath 
put a bridle in my mouth; and though I have been a most 
perverse wretch, yet He hath strangely restrained me; and how 
amazing! He hath done this chiefly by loving-kindnesses and 
tender mercies; and is not that a strange bridle for such an imp 
of heU as I have been?' 

Ί cannot say that I have found God's words and eaten 
them; but truly His words have found me, and have been 
given me, and have been to me the joy and rejoicing of my 
heart.' 

'That is a sweet httle sentence, 'We shall be for ever with 
the Lord." How sweet, FOR EVER with the Lord! And that 
which makes the wonder is this, that it is WE that are to enjoy 
this happiness; WE pitiful wretches are to be for ever with 
God our Saviour - God in our nature ! ' 

'How amazing the mystery of redemption, in which those 
who richly deserved death are exalted to the throne of God, 
and that by the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ! ' 

'Oh! to be brought to this point-

"Then will I to God's altar go, 
To God MY chiefest joy : 

Yea, God MY God, Thy name to praise 
My harp I will employ." ' 

Ί desire to depart and to be with Christ, which is far better; 
and though I have hved sixty years very comfortably in this 
world, yet I would gladly turn my back on you all, to be with 
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Christ. I am sure Christ may say of me, "These sixty years 
this wretch hath grieved Me." ' 

March list.-In the evening he fell asleep communing with 
his Master; in the moming he was still with Him. and his first 
words were: 'Oh! it is pleasant to enjoy fellowship with 
Christ. Any small acquaintance I have had of Him convinceth 
me of this. And. how much more pleasure might I have had 
had It not been for my own folly and wickedness; I think that 
I could now willingly die to see H I M . who is "white and ruddy, 
the chiefest among ten thousand." ' 

When at breakfast, he turned to his two sons in the ministry 
and addressed them with peculiar earnestoess. 'Oh! labour 
labour for Christ while ye have strength. I now repent that I 
have been so lazy and so slothful in His service. Oh ! commend 
Jesus. I have been looking at Him for these many years and 
never yet could find a fault in Him but what was of my own 
making; though he hath seen ten thousand, thousand fauUs in 
me. Many a comely person I have seen, but none so comely as 
Christ; many a kind friend I have had, but none hke Christ in 
loving-kindnesses and tender mercies.' 

A httle later the old spirit with which he was wont to plead 
with his students seemed to awaken within him, and he 
appealed to them again with unwonted emphasis. Ί know not 
whether I shall ever see you together again or not; but oh  ׳
labour, labour to win souls to Christ; there is none hke Christ 
there is none like Christ, there is none hke Christ! I am sure 
a poor worthless wretch He hath had of me; but a precious 
Christ I have had of Him. Never grudge either purse or person 
for Christ; I can say this, I never was a loser by any time spent 
or by any money given for Him.' ' 

O h ! the pains which God hath been at to save me, and the 
pams which I have been at to destroy myself! But He hath 
v f c ' t o i y f ^ " " ^ ^ completely gain the 

On retuming from a carriage exercise, he remarked as he 
crossed the threshold of his house, 'Reading tires me, walking 
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tires me; but were I once with Jesus, fellowship with Him 
will never tire me. "So shall we be ever with the Lord." ' 

In the afternoon he lay down to rest; on awaking he was 
asked how he was. Ί am no worse; I am just a monument of 
mercy, and that is a great deal for such a sinner, especially 
when I add, that I am hoping for "redemption through Christ's 
blood, even the forgiveness of my sins, according to the riches 
of His grace." ' 

Ί was young when left by my parents, yet their instructions, 
accompanied with God's deahngs, made such impressions on 
my heart as I hope will continue with me to all eternity. I have 
served many masters, but none so kind as Christ; I have dealt 
with many honest men, but no creditor like Christ; and had 
I ten thousand bodies, they should all be employed m labour¬
ing for His honour.' 

Two or three friends were sitting around him, and their 
conversation led him to speak of himself as a debtor to grace. 
'Now, sirs, I have sinned longer, and in more aggravated forms 
than any of you; but what sins cannot the blood of Christ 
wash out! What cannot mercy forgive! "The Lord passed by, 
and proclaimed His name. The Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
and gracious, long-suffering and abundant in goodness and 
truth." How astonishing that the Spirit of God should enter 
into our vile hearts, contrary to our strivings! Even so it 
seemeth good in His sight ! Let praise flow, for ever flow ! ' 

March 22nd. - He had no sooner sat down to breakfast than, 
like a person enrapt. he broke into the following lines, repeat¬
ing them thrice, changing the original words, they and them, 
into we and us. 

We with the fatness of Thy house 
Shall be well satisfied; 

From rivers of Thy pleasure Thou 
Wilt drink to us provide. 

Then he added, 'How strange that "rivers of pleasure" 
should be provided for the murderers of God's Son, and the 
contemners of His Word ! ' 
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One of his sons remarked that he seemed to be quite in¬
different about things mundane. 'Indeed, I am so; only I wish 
you, my sons, my friends, my congregation, the Church, and 
all the world, so far as is consistent with the decree of God 
were with Christ. From all other thmgs my mind is weaned;' 
yet if the influence of God's Spirit were to be withdrawn for 
a moment, oh how horribly my heart would blaspheme'' 

To a youth of his flock, the son of a loyal member, he 
tenderly said, 'Well, mind these words, "Thou art my God, I 
will prepare Thee an habitation; my father's God, I will exalt 
Thee." We should reckon him a madman who would throw 
away a father's estate, but he is much more foohsh who throws 
away a father's God.' 

The day, he was told, was cold, and a drive would be better 
postponed. 'Oh to wm to the everlasting day of fellowship 
with Christ ! Then we shaU reflect with pleasure on all our cold 
and sorrowful days here.' 

Washmg his face in water made hhn exclaim, 'Oh to be 
washed in the water of life.' It was remarked that he looked 
better than he did. 'It may be,' he replied; then, with a smile. 
However, when I am conformed to the image of Christ I shall 

look far better stiU.' 
Findmg he required assistance to step into the carriage 

waitmg to take him for an outmg, he turned to his helpers 
and bade them see the propriety of the advice: 'Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory m his might, let not the rich man glory m his riches• 
but let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth 
and knoweth Me. that I am the Lord which exercise loving-
kindness, judgment, and righteousness m the earth.' 

When he retumed. he was asked how he was, 'Well well 
for such a sinner.' 

To another who inquked if he felt hhnself any stronger he 
rephed, Ί cannot say that I am, but I am just as well as my 
heart could wish, if I were but free of sin.' 

When a third acquamtance asked a similar question, he 

^ [289] 

still Waters Revival Books - All Rights Reserved - www.PuritanDownloads.com 

http://www.PuritanDownloads.com


answered, Ί am well; for it is with body and soul as it pleaseth 
God; and what pleaseth Him, as a new-covenant God, I desire 
to say pleaseth me too.' When he returned, a saymg of Dr. 
Evans^ was read showing his resignation to the rod. 'Well, 
that is just what I would have to be at too. What kindness has 
God heaped upon me since the year— ! What kind strugglings ! 
What kind smilmgs ! What kind overlookings of my outrageous 
wickedness ! He hath shown Himself to be God, and not man, 
in His dealings with me. 

'In my mad attempts He hath often stopped me; my mad 
wishes He hath refused to grant; and my mad words He hath 
often seemed to overlook.' 

He was asked if he remembered preachmg on the text, Psahn 
73. 22, 'So foohsh was I, and ignorant; I was as a beast before 
Thee.' He rephed, 'Yes, I remember it very well; and I re¬
member, too, that when I described the beast, I drew the 
picture from my own heart. But oh! amazing consideration, 
"Nevertheless, I am continually with Thee; Thou hast holden 
me by my right hand ! " ' 

In the evening, when a friend proposed to assist him to 
undress, he said, 'Very well; I would not wish to be a man of 
strife on the borders of etemity, and especially when I am 
sure that the redeeming God is mine own, as that there is an 
etemity.' 

March 23rii.-Reference was made to another sermon, 
Isaiah 46. 4, 'Even to your old age, I am He'-one of the 
sermons, he teUs us in his Memoir, he dehghted in preaching. 
He remembered well discoursing on it, and added, with a ht-
up countenance, Ί must say, that I never yet found God to 
break His word in this; no, notwithstanding all the provoca¬
tions which I have given Him.' 

He was walking in the meadow adjoining the manse; the 
wind was boisterous, and he encountered it with difficulty. He 
turned to his companion and said, Ί find I am but weak, but-

/ ״ ^ ^ ^ r ° ״  ,u · (1680-1730), minister first among the Independents״ ׳
later of the Presbytenan Church, at Wrexham and London author of 
Practical Discourses regarding the Christian Temper. 
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'Soon may the storms of trouble beat 
The house of bondage down. 
And let the prisoner fly." ' 

From his afternoon's rest he awoke with the words, 'What 
a wonder that I have not slept into etemal hfe! Rather, what 
a wonder if I should thus sweetly sleep mto etemal hfe ! ' 

When he sat down to tea, he could not refrain from dis-
coursmg on spiritual things. 'God is love; there is no enmity 
in Hun at aU.' 'There are three things which are very sweet-
the sovereignty, the freeness, and the fulness of divine grace.' 

An acquaintance asked hhn if he really wished to recover 
Ί rather wonder that I have so much health and strength as 
I have. Many of my feUow-sinners, and many less sinners than 
I. are now roarmg in the place of torment, without any hopes 
of dehverance, while my body is easy, and my heart in some 
measure filled with His praise. The strength which I now wish 
is strength "to walk up and down in the name of the Lord " ' 

March 2m.-Ai breakfast, he looked round on his house¬
hold and said, 'Oh, sirs! when shall I take the last ChrisÜan 
meal with you? I am not weary of your company, nor have 
I any cause; but I would fain be at that, "I wiU go to God's 
altar, even unto God, my exceeding joy." ' 

He was told that his eldest son, John, had gone home to 
Whitburn. How happy, he remarked, he should be, if the time 
of his departure into the etemal world was come. 'About the 
year-, these words were sweet to my soul, "There remaineth 
a rest for the people of Good.'" 'Are you not wilhng to hve 
and preach Christ?' he was asked. Ί would love to preach 
Chnst, if I hve; but, as to my life, I have no will in that matter 
I wish to have my inchnations subordinate to the wiU of God ' 

A friend told him that the Gospel was spreadmg m the 
Church of England. 'Oh! well, well may it spread. The Gospel 
is the source of my comfort, and every sinner is as welcome 
to this source as I. And, how pleasant, that neither great sms 
nor great troubles do alter these consolations! These words 
were once impressed upon my heart, "Where sin abounded, 
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• י  י

grace did mucli more abound." How it delighted me to see 
God taking advantage of my great sinfulness, to show His 
great grace ! O h ! the sovereignty of God ! I think that He hath 
used more means to bring down the enmity and rebelhon of 
my heart, than He hath used for a hundred beside.' 

On receiving a glass of wine, he said, 'How astonishing that 
God's Son should get gall and vinegar to drink when His thirst 
was great, and yet that I should have such wine, when my 
thirst is by no means excessive ! ' On another occasion, when 
being similarly refreshed, he remarked, Ί long to drink of the 
new wme in my Father's kingdom, which wiU neither hurt 
head nor heart. Oh ! that I had all the world around me, that 
I might tell them of Christ! ' 

A friend reminded him that, through his instrumentahty as 
a teacher of divinity, over a hundred ministers were engaged 
in preaching Christ. 'Had I ten thousand tongues, and ten 
thousand hearts, and were I employing them all in commenda¬
tion of Christ, I could not do for His honour as He hath 
deserved, considering His kindness to such a sinner.' 

When at tea, he expressed his gratitude to those about him : 
Ί am much obhged to you all, and [turning to his wife] par¬
ticularly to you for your kindness to me; yet I must go back 
to this, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none 
upon earth that I desire beside Thee." ' 

' "He hateth putting away"-I am sure 1 have found that; 
for, oh! the provocations which I have given to God to cast 
me off; and yet to this day He crowneth me with loving-
kindness ! How astonishing the necessity of the love of the Son 
of God! Once I thought that I got a ravishing sight of the 
necessity of His loving me, the sinner. He said, "Other sheep 
I have; them also I must bring." ' 

'Oh! His kindness. His kindness! I have shared of His 
frowns, as well as of His smiles; little frowns in comparison of 
what I deserved. Yet, even when I abused these frowns, as well 
as His smiles. He hath overcome me with tender mercies.' 

To some who asked him if he was any worse, he answered, 
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'1 am weak, but I am well, considering that I am such a 
sinner. I may say, "Goodness and mercy have followed me all 
the days of my life"; and I hope to "dwell in the house of the 
Lord for ever." ' 

Someone speaking to him about his supper, he exclaimed, 
'Oh ! to be there, where they "hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more; but are filled with the fatness of God's house!"' 

To one of his younger children he affectionately said, 'Now 
cry to God, "Thou art my Father." I do not think that 1 was 
much older than you when God caused me to claim Hhn; and 
oh! God hath been good to me! It is long since He said, 
"Leave thy fatherless children; I wiU preserve them ahve, and 
let thy widows trust in Me." As I know not but I am dying 
of this distress, I have essayed to cast you on the Lord; see 
that you cast yourself on Him.' 

March 25//1.-'Long ago I thought to have known by ex¬
perience what is meant by "dying in the Lord"; that is a lesson, 
however, which I have not yet leamed, but I wiU not quit hopes 
of learning it still.' 

'These words were once sweet to my soul, "I am less than 
the least of His mercies." I thought that I was not worthy of 
the smallest favour, yet I aimed to apprehend the greatest gift. 
Oh ! amazing scheme, redemption ! Amazing contrivance of it 
by God the Father! Amazmg work of the Son purchasing it! 
Amazing apphcation of it by the Holy Ghost! And amazmg 
possession of it by men ! ' 

'It is now many years since God put me into the state that 
I could not totally apostatize from Him; though no thanks to 
me, for I have done my utmost agamst Hhn, and yet He hath 
held me. I know not if there ever was a smner such a perverse 
wretch as I.' 

March 26/Λ.-Being asked how he had slept, he rephed in 
his usual fashion. 'Good rest for such a smner.' The friend said, 
'You know that He giveth His beloved sleep.' 'It is true, but 
sure, God hath no cause to love me.' 

'Long ago Jehovah silenced me with this, "Is there anythmg 
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too hard for the Lord?" and to this day I have never found out 
the thing, though perhaps I have resisted His Spirit more than 
ever a sinner did.' 

Ί wish to be at that point, "He hath put to me the ever¬
lasting covenant ordered m all things and sure; for this is all 
my salvation, and aU my desire." ' 

Ί am entirely at the Lord's will,' he remarked to a friend, 
who answered him, 'Such resignation is not the attainment 
of every Christian.' 'This is rather,' he humbly said, 'what I 
would be at, than what I have attained.' 

Speakmg about the students of divmity who had been under 
his charge, he remarked, Ί wish them all more serious and 
dihgent than ever I have been. I hope, however, that God will 
not cast me oif as a slotiiful and wicked servant. I am sure that 
He "hateth putting away." ' 

A friend said to him, 'It is an unspeakable mercy that God 
does not deal with us according to our works,' to which he 
replied, ' A h ! if God were to deal with men that way-I will 
not except the Apostle Paul-the hottest place in hell would 
be the lot of us ministers.' 

'My mmd is now so wavering, tiiat I have httie remembrance 
of what is past, httie apprehension of what is present, and little 
foresight of what is future. But, oh! what a mercy, that when 
once tiie everiasting arms of Jesus are underneath. He wiU not 
lose His hold. "Israel shall be saved in the Lord with an ever• 
lastmg salvation ! " ' 

'Here is a wonder - a smner saved by the blood of God's own 
Son! There are wonders m heaven, and wonders on the earth; 
but tiie least part of redemption work is more wonderful than 
tiiem all.' 

March 27/A.-Some of his family expressed wishes for his 
recovery. Ί wish tiiat God may do what is most for His glory 
and for tiie good of my soul. Were it left to me whetiier I 
would choose hfe or death. I would not turn a straw for either 
but would refer it whoUy to God Hhnself. AU my days I have 
been rebeUmg against and vexing His Holy Spirit, yet I may 
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say this has been tiie sum of His conduct toward me, "He 
wrought for His name's sake, that it should not be polluted." ' 

'Oh! how God hath exemphfied that law in His conduct 
toward me, "If thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give 
him drink"; and in so doing I hope He hath heaped hot, melting 
coals of fire upon my head ! ' 

One of his brother ministers caUed to see him. He was 
grateful for the visit but it made him wish that of a Greater. 
'Now, I am obhged to you for your kindness; but entreat 
Christ to pay me a visit. I do you no wrong when I say, that 
I would not give half an hour's visit of Christ for days, months, 
or years of yours.' 

'Anythmg that I know about religion is this, that I have 
found weakness and wickedness about myself; and grace, 
mercy, and lovelmess about Jesus.' 

A friend remarked to him that we must run deeper and 
deeper in debt to divine grace. 'Yes,' he replied, 'and God is a 
good creditor; He never seeks back the principal sum, and 
indeed puts up with a poor annual-rent.' 

As a few friends dined with him, he broke out with tiiese 
words. 'Well, sks, may we all at last meet at the table above, 
and enjoy a feast there; no pain, no complaining, no trouble 
there, but tiiere is everiasting peace and joy.' 

It was Tuesday of the week, but he thought it was Saturday 
He was asked. Did he long for the Sabbath? Ί do.* he said 
'weary for the Sabbath; and I would fain be wearymg for the 
everiasting Sabbath. Then I shall have no need of the assistance 
of preachers; nor will I even need the blessed Bible itself. God's 
face wiU serve me for preachers and Bible too.' 

March 28/A.- 'Oh that is a strange text. "God so loved the 
world, tiiat He gave His only-begotten Son. that whosoever 
beheveth m Him should not perish, but have everiasting life " 
This declaration would set all our hearts on fire, if they were 
not infemaUy frozen; and. indeed, closely applied by the Holy 
Ghost. It would set them on fire, even tiiough mfemally frozen 
He once apphed it witii such power to my soul, tiiat I think 
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the apphcation would have inflamed the heart of a devil, had 
it been so spoken to him.' 

In conversation with his sons in the ministry, he again be¬
sought them for a whole-hearted consecration to their work. 
O h ! labour, labour to win souls to Christ. I will say this for 
your encouragement, that when the Lord led me out to be 
most earnest in this way. He poured most comfort into my 
own heart, so that He gave my reward in my bosom; and when 
I have tried to help vacancies. He hath repaid me well with 
glimpses of His glory. Were the Lord to make me young again. 
I thmk I would study to devise other means for gaming souls 
than those which I have used, and prosecute them with more 
activity than ever I did.' 

A n acquaintance inquiring about his welfare, Ί am but 
weak, but it is dehghtful to find oneself weak in the everlasting 
arms. Oh ! how much do I owe my Lord ! ' 

'What a mercy that once withm the covenant, there is no 
getting out of it agam ! Now I find my faculties much hnpaired.' 
'No,' said his friends, 'it is only your memory that is at fault.' 
'Well,' he said, 'how marvellous that God hath continued my 
judgment, considering how much I have abused it; and con-
ünued my hope of etemal hfe, though I have misimproved it! 
"But where sin hath reigned unto death, grace hath reigned 
through righteousness unto eternal life by Christ Jesus our 
Lord.' 

'My memory is much failed, but, were death once over, I 
will remember God's heaping of mercies on me, and my multi¬
plied provocations of Him; and when I view the first on one 
side, and the last on the other, on a new covenant footing-I 
will sing thanksgiving to God for ever.' 

One alleged that, if he was not happy hereafter, many had 
reason to be afraid. Ί have no other ground to be happy than 
what IS by redemption through the blood of Christ, and that is 
suited to you as well as to me.' 

An interesting conversation took place as to his eagerness to 
depart and the anxiety of those around him that he might 
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recover. It was urged that he might yet serve the Church, and 
feed his flock and be a father to his household. It seemed as if 
these things concerned him not. and that he had no desire to 
continue with them, and cared not what befeU his family or 
the Church. Did it not seem selfishness on his part to wish to 
be rid of this life and go hence? Ί own.' he acknowledged. Ί do 
sway to one side; for I "desire to depart and be with Christ, 
which is far better." and you selfishly wish me to hve with 
you. Indeed it may be selfishness with us both. I confess it 
may be selfishness in me to wish to be with Christ; but oh! 
that God had never seen any other selfishness in me than that ! ' 

O h ! to have all our troubles sanctified to us! and then, 
when in the other world, we will with pleasure look back and 
see, that "through fire and water He brought us to the wealthy 
place." ' 

One of his children said to him, 'Father, we would fam have 
you hve.' 'Well,' he answered, Ί beheve so; but I would fain 
be with Christ.' 'But.' said the httle voice, 'would you not wish 
to take us with you?' 'It is not 1,' he gently said, 'but Christ 
who must do that. However, as to my departure, I wiU not set 
the time of it to God; He is wise, and I am a fool.' 

Ia 1764, he had been seriously i l l , and said then that he 
wished to be gone. He was remmded what service he had 
rendered to multitudes since then. 'How strange tiiat God 
should make use of one so sinful as I to do good to others; but I 
beheve that He was wiser tiian I; and I shall see this'more 
clearly when m the eternal state.' 

Ralph Erskine's poem, 'The Work and Contention of 
Heaven,'! which had had great vogue at tiiat thne and retained 
' In Ralph Erskine's poem the contention was what rank of all the ŝ SVn '?h^h ' ^ ' ^H^^ ' to. sovereign grace? The chM en 

m-,״״ fh. ־ ff ^^PP/ *''?'•^״'^' ׳^ °f years, the sinner above 
many, the sufferer, and various others are depicted as contending for 
Le'y,'and"'• " ^ '̂'̂ "^ '^^' ^" «»^ould'praise upon the highest 

Their discord makes them all unite 
In raptures most divinely sweet; 
So great the song, so grave the base, 
Melodious music fills the place. 
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its popularity for lialf a century longer, was read to him. 'Well, 
though I should never wish to see contention in the Church on 
earth, yet I should be willing to join in Ralph's contention 
above. Were I once in heaven I think that I would contend with 
the best of them; and I know that our contention there will not 
raise heats, but excite love to one another.' 

On receiving a glass of wine, he with a smile said to his 
friends, 'Now, sirs, I wish you all new wine in the kingdom 
of our Father at last, and new wine from the kingdom of our 
Father while you are on the way to it.' 

At supper, with his usual cheerfulness, he repeated the lines : 
They with the fatness of Thy house 

Shall be well satisfied, etc. 

and then added, 'If earth transformed, partly by the instru-
mentahty of men, is so dehcious, oh! what must the fatness of 
God's house be, the flesh and blood of the Son of God ! ' 

March 29//1.-Among the first words he uttered this morning 
were 'What a rebellious child I have been to God! and what 
a kind Father He has been to me! I need not go farther than 
myself to see that "God is love," for even in my trouble He 
treats me as a mother doth her sucking child.' 

A friend took occasion to say, Ί suppose you make not your 
labours for the good of the Church the ground of your com¬
fort?' At once he rephed with eamestness, 'No, no, no ! it is the 
finished righteousness of Christ which is the only foundation 
of my hope. I have no more dependence on my labours than 
on my sins. I rather reckon it a wonder of mercy that God 
took any of my labours off my hand. "Righteousness be-
longeth unto Hhn, but unto me shame and confusion of face." ' 

Walking through the house, with the sun streaming in upon 
his face, he, m an elated mood, repeated the lines of the 89th 
Psalm : 

' "In brightness of Thy face, Ο Lord 
They ever on shall go. 

They in Thy name shall all the day 
Rejoice exceedingly; 

And in Thy righteousness shall they 
Exahed be on high." 
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Oh that will be sweet, when the redeemed of the Lord shall 
walk thus in heaven'; and then, with tears in his eyes, added, 
'And I am sure that I may think shame to appear among them; 
but the more shame and disgrace I deserve, the more glory 
God will get. Oh, what strange things God hath done to save 
me! By afflictions in my own body, by the deaths of my 
parents, by brmging me to ordinances, by reproofs of con¬
science. He hath striven with me for my salvation. 

Behmd the manse was the meadow from which a little 
distance off was visible the church^ of the other branch of the 
Secession, of which Robert Chahners,^ who hailed from 
Dennyloanhead, Stklingshire, was mmister. Brown, lookmg at 
the church of his young brother, could not forbear expressmg 
his vital mterest m the good of souls while discountmg his own 
efforts. Ί would be happy if my Anti-burgher brother had ten 
[souls] for my one, as crowns of joy at the last day, though I 
must say that I would wish to have as many as possible; but 
oh! it wiU be a strange honour for such a wretch as I to have 
half a dozen.' 

March 30/Λ.-Τ0 one who inquked about his weffare. he 
answered, Ί sit here an instance of human frailty, and. I would 
fam add. an amazmg instance of God's kindness in redemp¬
tion,' 

In his hearing some persons were discussing an iU bargam. 
when he broke in, 'How happy to have an mterest m Christ! 
That is a bargain which will never break; and by that we, 
though naturaUy heks of heU, are entitled to etemal hfe.' 

Often he said, Ί find that I am not strong; but oh! it is a 
wonder that I am not damned! I bless God that I know at 
least this much about rehgion-I am convinced that I am as 
a beast before God.' 

hJ^ino'^-f ׳̂יי ^״ ^ discontinued for public worship in 1880, and the 
"^^^ ^ P""'"'= reading-room and Ubrary. 

M-r?,^! . Λ ΐ ™ " " I ^׳יי°. daughters were married, the one to Dr 
M Cne. the biographer of 'John Κηοχ' (second wife), and the other 
r ״ Î è ״ f °T׳ ^'f'^'^/ M .Crie, of the English Presbyteî  an TheoloS 
College London. In this church Samuel Smiles was baptized and 
brought up (The Autobiography of Samuel Smiles, p. 8).*""^"^^י*"^ ״ 
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March 31 ίΛ-Ί remember that, about the year—' I was 
breathing out slaughter against the Lord Jesus: but that was 
always the turn of the tale. "Yet I obtained mercy." If I were 
offered the crown of Britain, instead of the fellowship with 
Christ which I then enjoyed. I would not hesitate a moment 
about choosing the latter.' 

'The debt of grace is a strange kmd of debt. Were I even 
now two or three hundred pounds in debt to any man. it would 
considerably distress me; but the views of my debt to free grace 
remarkably refresh my heart.' 

April l i / . - 'Were I once in heaven, a look of Christ will 
cure my broken memory, and all my other weaknesses. There 
I shall not need wme nor spkits to recruit me: no. nor shaU I 
mmd them, but as Christ was through them kind to me.' 

April Srii.—Sitting down in the meadow behind the manse, 
the sun shming in his face, he cried out in a kind of transport! 
'Oh ! how pleasant to be for ever beholding the Sun of Right¬
eousness in heaven! and how pleasant, even in time, to see 
Him by faith!' 

One of his brethren in the ministry caUed upon him. and 
in course of conversation declared. 'We cannot well do with¬
out you.' 'Oh yes.' said the old Professor, 'you can easily want 
me. and I would wish to be with Jesus. Meanthne. I am wholly 
at the Lord's disposal. If the Lord would make me useful in 
the Church. I have no objections agamst hving; but if not. 
I would rather die.' His friend asserted that the Lord had been 
very kind to him. 'Yes.' he said. 'God hath been heaping 
favours upon me. the sinner, these forty years past; and I will 
say. to His honour, that He hath made my days of affliction 
always the happiest. Indeed. I think that I have seldom had 
very sweet days, except when I have met with affliction one ^ 
way or another.' He then asked him ff he felt no uneasiness 
at leavmg his family and congregation. Ί cannot say that I 
feel any such uneasiness; not but that I regard them, but I 
know that God in Christ can infinitely more than supply my f 
room. I might be spared, and be of little use to them; but God ׳ 
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wiU be mfinitely useful. My parents were taken from me when 
I was young, and God has been far better to me since than 
they could have been.' 'What think you.' said the friend, 'of 
the present state of the Church?' 'The Church is at present m 
a very poor condition; but the Lord can revive her. I have 
often found that when wicked lusts and wicked devils have 
caused great disorder in my heart, the Lord hath brought order 
out of confusion. This partly encourages me to believe that, 
though wicked men and wicked devils cause disorder in the 
Church, yet the Lord will make aU things to work together 
for good to His own elect. I do not expect to see it; yet it is 
the joy of my heart that the time is coming when the kingdoms 
of this world shall become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
His Christ. Dead Churches shall yet be quickened, apostate 
Churches shaU yet be recovered, and Churches shaU be plan¬
ted where there were none before.' 

April 4th.-Ue apparently felt his weakness increasmg. 'My 
legs are of httle use. my head is of little use. and my hands are 
of httle use; but my God in Christ is the same to me now as 
ever.' 

Speaking about the Synod, the supreme court of his Church 
which was convened to meet in the begmning of May. and of 
which he was clerk, he expressed his doubt of bemg able to 
attend it, and then he added. 'Oh. ff the Spirit of God would 
bring me to the General Synod of the Church of the first-bom. 
that would be far better! No idle words, no angry speeches, 
no sinful ignorance, no haughty pride there. After aU, it is a 
mercy that Jesus, the great manager of the Church, can over-
mle even our contentions here for His own glory.' 

April 5th.-He waUced m the meadow attached to the 
manse, and pomted to several spots where his soul had exulted 
with views of divme grace. 'Yea, on certain occasions my 
soul hath been so transported here that, as the apostle speaks, 
"whether I was in the body, or out of the body. I could scarcely 
teU." Perhaps it is superstitious m me. but I confess I have a 
peculiar love for these very spots.' 
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When he came into the house, he was somewhat exhausted, 
and expressed himself, not as one oppressed with the weari¬
ness of fatigue, but as buoyed up with another longing. 'That 
wiU be a pleasant journey. "The ransomed of the Lord shall 
return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon 
their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shah flee away." ' 

In speaking about mercy, he said. '1 could wish to hve and 
die a deep, deep debtor to mercy, and that none of my works 
should ever be mentioned, but as manifestations of mercy in 
enablmg such a sinner to do anything for the honour of the 
God of mercy, and for promotmg the work of mercy in the 
welfare of others.' 

To an acquaintance who came to ask for his welfare he said, 
'WeU, you see I am a prisoner here in my own house; but oh!' 
that is a happy-I do not choose to caU it imprisonment - a 
happy sort of confinement, in a Redeemer's arms, and in the 
covenant of grace.' 

April 6th.-He was afraid lest, in his physical weakness, he 
might m conversation overstep the bounds of prudence, and 
frequently requested his watchful and devoted partoer to 
guard hhn agamst any such forgetfubess, for which indeed 
there was no necessity. Ί hope you wiU take care, when I am 
speaking to any acquaintance, that I do not say anything tri¬
fling to them. It is not my honour that I mmd m this; but I 
should be vexed, now that I am a dying man. if I should say 
anything to the dishonour of Christ, to the grief of the godly, 
or to be a stumbling-block to the wicked. Indeed, it would be 
ill on my part to act thus.' 

A brother minister being in conversation with him. Dun-
fermhne was mentioned, whereupon he said that in his rovings 
he was often about that place, and he recollected the time 
when he went over the hills of Cleish, from Gairney Bridge, 
to hear that great man of God, Mr. Ralph Erskine, whose 
ministry, he thought, was brought home by the Spirit of God 
to his heart. On returning thanks for the meal that followed, 
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he said, 'We thank Thee, Ο Lord, that since we rove in our 
weakness, we rove about those places where we think we met 
with the God of Bethel, and saw Him face to face.' 

April Sth.-Being asked how he was now, he rephed, Ί am 
weak; but the motto of each of my days is. "He hath not dealt 
with us as we have sinned, neither rewarded us according to 
our iniquities." ' 

Sitting down in the meadow, and finding his eyes unable 
to bear the bright shining of the sun. looking up he smihngly 
said 'Oh ! how pleasant to be in that place where they are so 
overcome with the glory of the Sun of Righteousness that they 
have to cover their faces with their wings ! ' 

He was taUcing about young men entering the ministry, and 
the greataess of their callmg. when he declared. 'WeU. though 
pride prevaUs much in my heart, yet I think I would trample 
it thus far under my feet, as that I would be glad to see all my 
students, and not my students only, but aU the faithful mini¬
sters of Jesus, bringing hundreds or thousands of souls with 
them to heaven, though I should but have five or six.' 

He went into his church, which adjomed the manse, and 
looking round him said. 'Now. weak as I am. I would try to 
preach yet. if I had none to preach in my stead. Oh! what 
sweet fellowship with Christ I have had here! That pulpit 
hath been to me the best place in all the house.' 

A young surgeon paid him a visit, and he took occasion to 
offer him some counsel. Persons in his profession had exceUent 
opportunities of conversing with dying persons about their 
eternal interests; thehr patients would probably pay more 
attention to rehgious hints from them than from others; while 
they endeavoured to restore physical health, they should never 
forget to apply to Christ for spkitual heahng themselves. As 
he was evidently becoming hoarse with speaking, one of the 
family remmded him that he was exerting himseff. and desired 
him to forbear a httle. 'Well,' he said, Ί shall say no more 
now; but, oh! to be at that-
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"My mouth the praises of the Lord 
To publish cease shall never; 

Let all flesh bless His holy name 
For ever and for ever." ' 

His sons left him for a few weeks to attend to theh• own con¬
gregational duties and to arrange for the approaching meeting 
of the Synod. After the Synod meetings, the sons retumed to 
Haddmgton, and Ebenezer records some further sayings of his 
father, which afforded a very near view of his inner life. 

May 6/Λ.-Lying on his back in bed, and being very weak, 
he said in a low tone of voice, 'Here is a lecture on that text,' 
"Vanity of vanities, all that cometh is vanity and vexation of 
spirit"; for what a poor useless creature am I now! But oh׳ 
what a mercy that Christ can raise glory to Himself out of mere 
vanity!' In uttering these last words, he seemed quite over¬
come. 

When a friend alleged to him that he appeared to be sunk 
m his spirits, he rephed, Ί am so; but it is not m the least 
through any terror, but just through weakness.' 

Being asked if he was not afraid to enter into a worid of 
spirits, he answered, 'No; a persuasion that Christ is mme 
makes me think that, when I appear in that world, as a new 
mcomer, all the spirits there wiU use me well on Christ's 
account.' 

To a kind remark that his mcreasing weakness did not daunt 
him, and tiiat he seemed quite cahn and confident of victory 
'Yes,' he said, Ί reaUy am so; for m my body I am not much 
pamed; and, as to my mmd, it is composed, or rather cheerful 
I mean not that I have what tiie world caUs mirth; but I possess 
a sort of cheerfubess which ariseth from views of certain texts 
of Scripture.' 

May 7/Ä.-'As I have had fuhiess aU my days. I beheve that 
I could not now easily bear with pmching want; yet. I think 
to pubhsh tiie Gospel of Jesus I could willingly meet with want 
or anything else.* 

He was able to enjoy a carriage drive, and was refreshed by 
the glad signs of spring on every hand. The spirit of the 
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Christian Journal awoke withm him. Ί think I should love to 
see that promise accomphshed. "The wildemess and the soli¬
tary ρ ace shah be glad for them; and the desert shaU rejoice 
and blossom as the rose; it shaU blossom abundantly, and 
rejoice even with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall 
be given unto it; the excellency of Carmel and Sharon; they 
ShaU see the glory of tiie Lord, and tiie excellency of our God '' 
I should love to see aU this ere I die. though I would wish that 
It may not be long tiU the event take place. I should love, when 
I depart to heaven, to be able to teU this news to redeemed 
milhons that the Holy Ghost has been remarkably poured out 
m East Lothian and that there was not a family m which tiie 
worship of God was not observed. I daresay it dehghts the 
redeemed above to hear of Christ's glory being displayed, and 
of souls bemg saved on earth.' * F ׳ג , ̂  u״

i\InJtf^ '^' was a prolonged period of anxiety; and the 
thought of separation had its dark clouds for her. She would 
rather that he would tum his eyes toward possible recovery 
Now. no doubt, you do not wish to hear about my depar-

 re; but "Thy Maker is thy husband; the Lord of hosts s;״
His name." He can infinitely more than supply the want oJ 
mc 

May 8r/i.-Addressing one of his sons he said, 'Now I am 
easy whether ever you or any of the family be what the world 
caUs rich; but I should wish you aU to be the fearers of God 
Next to seemg Christ as He is, I thmk that I would desire to 

Oh . T ' ^tt^'f''^' ^''^י ^'"^'ors to free grace 
Oh ! I would be happy to say, "Lord, here am I and the children 
whom Thou hast given me." ' 

'Ever smce God deaU convmcmgly with my heart, I never 

i ' ? r T i ״ ' ' were httle b״ 
in the behef that the virtue of Christ's blood is infinite blood 
that "cleanseth from aU sm"; and in the consideration of God's 
mercy bemg higher than tiie heavens 

Ί once thought that text, "I wiU have mercy on whom I wiU 
have mercy," had just been made for me; and that it was so 
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full of grace, just that it might suit my condition. Were it pos¬
sible for His Majesty and me to become young again, and were 
it left to my choice whether I would have his lot or my own, 
I would, without hesitation, choose my own. If I have not got 
such grand entertainment for the body as he. I have got feasts 
on texts of Scripture, the like of which perhaps he never 
obtained; "Goodness and mercy have followed me." ' 

Talking about death, he said. 'It might be written on my 
cofim. "Here hes one of the cares of Providence, who early 
wanted both father and mother, and yet never missed them ! " ' 
^ May 9/Λ.-Speaking of submission to the rod. he said, '1 
would not wish that foohsh question ever put to me, "Would 
you go to hell, if that were the Lord's wiU?" for it is God's 
promise, securing my salvation, that has much influence in 
making me resigned. God said to me, "I am the Lord thy 
God"; and if He were not to be mine for ever, he would 
forfeit His word-which is impossible.' 

Two young ladies called upon him. When he asked how they 
were, and receiving the answer, 'Very weU,' he said, '"It is of 
the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed"; and oh! never 
say to your own consciences you are very well, until you have 
good evidence of your interest in Christ. Be earnest to have 
acquaintance with Jesus; no connection so glorious as union 
with Christ; no pleasure like that which is enjoyed in fellow¬
ship with Him.' 

The remarkable surrender of the man is instanced in reply 
to one who thought that he was improvmg in health. 'AU my 
wish is, that if God spare me, I may have gifts to serve Him 
while I hve; and if I die, I wish to praise Him while I have 
any being.' 

May 10/A.-Hearing some taUc about endorsing a bill, he 
said, 'Oh how pleasant! the bills of God's promises are my 
heritage. I have often forgotten them; but I am sure Jehovah 
minds them; and I know, too, that the Spirit of God wiU never 
deceive me.' 

Referring to his weakness, he asserted, 'God deals so ten-
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derly with me in my afiiiction that indeed I think the strokes, 
as it were, go nearer His heart than they do mine.' 

May ΙΙ /Λ.- 'The command is, "Owe no man anything." 
What a mercy that there is no such precept as this, "Owe the 
Saviour nothing ! " or even this "Study to owe Hhn as little as 
possible ! " ' 

May 14/Λ. - He acknowledged that his extraordmarily reten¬
tive memory was becoming impahred, but, shuttmg his eyes he 
devoutly uttered the prayer, 'Lord, I am a stranger on this 
earth; hide not Thy commandments from me.' The day was 
wet, and there was no likehhood of the daily drive. 'Well,' said 
he, 'if God would send His new covenant chariot, death, and 
transport me to heaven ere night, I should be happy, let the 
day be what it will.' 

'Oh! what a mercy that my admission into etemal life does 
not in the least depend on my abihty for anything; but I, as a 
poor sinner, will win in leaning on Christ as the Lord my 
righteousness-on Christ, "made of God unto me righteous¬
ness, sanctification, and redemption ! " I have nothing to sink 
my spirits but my sins and these need not sink me either, since 
the great God is my Saviour.' 

His cahn serenity evmced itself m a reply to an inquiry as 
to his welfare. Ί am sitting here trying to wait for the salvation 
of God. I should love that my departure were nearer than 
perhaps you wish; but I will not murmur.' 

f Passing from one room to another he exclaimed m a sort of 
transport, 'Oh! it will be pleasant to enter into Christ's light 
room above! Surely when I am there, and when I reflect on 

I the opportunities which I enjoyed in this worid, I shall wonder 
i at myself as a fool, for the misimprovement of them. But what 

shall I say? When Christ is the way to heaven, "a wayfaring 
man, though a fool, cannot err therein." ' 

To a young man he was tendermg advice to honour his 
^ father and mother, and was reminded that they were both dead. 
i 'Oh! ' he said, 'what a mercy that you can never teU me that 

my friend Jesus is dead, when so many of my earthly acquam-
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tances are gone! If you say of Him that He was dead, I can 
answer. But now He is "ahve, and hves for evermore; and 
hath the keys of heh and of death.*' ' 

Speaking about the manner in wliich the Gospel-caU is 
addressed to men, he declared, 'It has been my comfort these 
twenty years, that not only sensible sinners, but the most 
stupid are made welcome to beheve in Christ.' 

When he lay down on his bed, he was asked how he was 
now. '1 he here in the everlasting arms of a gracious God.' 'Are 
you not afraid,' said the friend, 'to appear at the tribunal of 
God?' 'Were I looking to give the account in my own person, 
considering my sins, I might indeed be terrified; but then I 
view Christ the Judge as my Advocate and my Accountant, 
and I know that I do not owe more debt than He has paid.' 

June 5th.-An acquaintance who was leaving him remarked 
that he would probably be seeing some of his brethren in the 
ministry soon. 'Tell them that it is my deske that they may 
wm souls for Christ, for now I am not able, though ever so 
wilhng; meantime, you must say Christ hath been a kind 
Master to me. Many a visit He hath given to me already; and 
I expect to be with Him in heaven by and by. TeU them, too, 
that I desire their prayers, that, with submission to the divine 
will, I may "depart to be with Christ, which is far better." ' 

His breakfast, he declared, was a memorial to him of his 
spiritual provision. On retuming from his daily outing, which 
he was stiU able to take, his heart seemed to glow with praise 
at the love and goodness of God. 'Oh! the sovereignty of 
grace! How strange that I, a poor cottager's son, should 
have a chaise to ride in; and, what is far more wonderful, I 
thmk God hath often given me rides in the chariot of the new 
covenant. In the former He hath raised me from the dunghill, 
and set me with great men; but in the latter He hath exalted 
the man, sinful as a devil, and made him to sit with the Prince 
of the kmgs of the earth. Oh! astonishing! astonishing! 
astonishmg ! ' Being offered a httle wine, he objected to taking 
it. '1 am afraid that it will hurt me; and I would not wish to 
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hurt that head which, as well as my heart, is Christ's. Let Him 
do with it as He pleaseth, but I would not wish to have any 
hand in hurtmg it myself.' 

'No doubt I would love to be at my pubhc work agam; and, 
had it been any other than God that had restramed me, I would 
not have taken it well; but, as it is the Lord, I desire to submit.' 

'Were God to present me with the dukedom of Argyle on 
the one hand, and the being a minister of the Gospel with the 
stipend which I have had on the other, so pleasant hath the 
ministry been to me, notwithstanding all my weakness and 
fears of httle success, I would instantly prefer the latter.' 

To some acquaintances who came to visit him he said, 'Here, 
sirs, take wammg that ye must die. Now I think it is come 
to dying work with me; but if Jesus hold me up, though I die, 
all is well. "Blessed are the dead who die m the Lord." ' 

A minister asked him what was the best method one could 
take when a consideration of his own sinfuhiess terrified hhn 
in preaching. He said to him, 'Attempt to beheve, just as a 
sinner, as the chief of sinners. Those promises have been 
sweetest to me which extend to men, if they are out of hell. 
"It is a faithful saymg, and worthy of aU acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am 
chief." Once these words were sweet to my soul. I thought, i l l 
as I was, I could not be worse than the chief of smners. Con¬
science said that I was the most wicked wretch that ever 
breathed, and that I had showed myseff to be such, especiaUy 
by rebeUing against convictions, and by tramphng on Christ's 
alluring words; yet, since Christ came to save sinners, even the 
chief, why, thought I, should I except myseff?' 

His feebleness he reahzed as he moved through the house, 
when it seemed as if at any step he might shp and faU. *1 am' 
now very weak; but were I in heaven I shall "renew my 
strength." There I shall mount up with wmgs as an eagle; 1 
shall run and not be weary; I shall waUc and not faint No 
staggerings there.' 

Gathering them that evening round the family altar, he said, 
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'It would be pleasant if our experiences in ordinances were 
such here, as that they would fit us for the exercise of heaven; 
our prayers here, a stretching forth of our deskes for the 
employment of God, and of the Lamb; and our praises here, 
a tunmg of our hearts for the songs above.' 

June 6/A.-His wiUingness and ahnost eagerness to depart 
suggested to one the question, 'Are you not sorry to part with 
your family?' Ί must own I have a concem about my wife 
and children; but when my heart enters properly into these 
words, "Be with the Lord," the leaving of them diminishes 
into a very small pomt; and although affection for them is as 
strong as ever, I hope that when I am away, Christ will far 
more than supply my room to them; and then, you see, we 
shall be better on all hands.' 

His relatives rendering him assistance from thne to time, 
drew from hhn the remark. Ί really wonder at the kindness of 
men to me; but especially I am amazed, when I reflect that it 
is aU the kmdness of my God through them.' 

When his young children were gathered round him on any 
occasion he would appeal very tenderly to them. 'There is 
none so glorious as Christ; "He is altogether lovely." If you 
could put all the gold and silver into one heap, the glory of 
Christ would far exceed all. I say this, havmg. I thmk. seen 
Jesus; but, as yet. I have seen Hhn only "through a glass 
darkly"; after this I hope to see Him "face to face."^ 

To one of his sons in the mmistry he urged, *Try to run as 
deep in Christ'sxiebt as possible; and take His own way of pay¬
ing. by acknowledgmg His kindness. And when you mmd your 
own debt, remember your father's debt too; say "Thou art my 
God. I will praise Thee; my father's God. I will exalt Thee ! " ' 
Later he said to hhn. 'Labour, labour to win souls to Christ; 
souls are well worth the winning, and Christ is far more worthy 
of them too. It gives me pleasure now to thmk that I did not 
mdulge myself m idleness m my Master's service; not but that I 
was idle, only I do not remember mdulgmg myself m it.' 

June 15/Λ. - It was invariably his custom, at Üiis time of year, 
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to render assistance at the great communion at Stow. Stow 
had a warm comer in his heart ever since the day it called him 
to its ministry. 'You are not travelling thither now,' said a 
friend. 'No, I wish to be travelling to God as "my exceeding 
joy." In the meantime I must say, that at Stow I have had such 
sweet hours, that neither Christ nor I shall ever forget them.' 

He was asked what he thought of free grace after his long 
record in the Ministry. Ί have altered my mind about many 
thmgs, but I am of the same mind that ever I was as to grace 
and salvation through Christ.' 'Where are all your anxieties 
about the Church?' said one to him. Ί have left my anxiety 
about it, and about everything else, on the Lord; and indeed, 
were it not for a God in my nature, I would reckon the present 
case of the Church very hopeless; but in the view of Christ, I 
am persuaded that she will yet remarkably revive on earth.' 

June 17/Λ.-Extreme weakness was now manifest; but as the 
outward man decayed, the inward man was renewed. Scarcely 
able to speak, he turned to a brother minister with a smile, 
'Oh! Mr. —, "the Lord is my strength and my song; He also 
is become my salvation." ' 

June IS/A.-As he seemed oppressed by the increasing 
feebleness, a friend said to him, Ί hope the Lord is not for¬
saking you now.' 'No, God is an unchangmg rock.' Being asked 
by another how he was, 'Oh! it is strange that the Lord Jesus 
encourageth us to pray even at the last! ' 

Some of his relations stood by his bedside, and, fixing his 
eyes upon them, he spoke to them with touching pathos. 'Oh ! 
sirs, dymg work is serious, serious indeed ! and that you will 
soon find, strong as you now are.' 

June 19/Λ. - He appeared to be frequently engaged in speak¬
ing; but, owing to the weakness of his voice, it was only a 
few of the words that could be understood. Upon a friend 
saying to him, 'You seem to be sore distressed,' the answer 
appeared to be, 'The Lord hath His own way of carrying on 
His own work. 

The last words he was heard to utter were : ' M Y CHRIST. ' 
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