16, Campden House Chambers,
29, Sheffield Terrace,

London, W.8.

CONFIDENTIAL,

Dieair 5,

1L enclose herewith a copy of a paper and of a
letter about the Karens of Burma which was sent to members
of the previous House of Commons and to others. From
all the hundreds who have received it, no replies have
challenged the accuracy of the statements of fact in them.
I Trust, therefore, that you will find the time to read

them.,

Further, I have receilved a letter from an
officer who commanded a large body of Karen IrregularszQ
and he has given me permission to make any use of it I
like., I give below an extract from it, N o P
showed me your paper, and I am in the most wholehearted
agreement with 1T, apart from the fact that I think you
have understated the caS€e... . Farly in 1945 the Karen
leaders asked for and obtained (from the highest level)

an assurance that under no clrcumstances would they be
handed over to the Burmese after the war. At this time
the Japanese were making a big effort to stamp out our
guerillas in Karenni, and were destroying crops and
villages and slaughtering the women and old men wherever
GRIey e emilic The Karens said that they were prepared to
put up with all their sacrifice and would continue to fight
for the British as loyally as ever, but what was going to
happen to them after the war was over: that the Burmese
were already sSaying that they would get their independence
and would possess the whole country from Victoria Point

to Putae. I wasn't in a position to answer that one, So
Ierefieprred Tt thalclc  Glor  our L ) e S oyl eV o S
clear a8 daylight - that under no circumstances would the
Karens be handed over to the Burmese after the war, I
passed that on to the Karens,"

How that pledge was evaded and disregarded is well known

1n Burma though not in Britain. The Karens were placed
under the Burmese, and when the Burmese misgoverned the
country, and the Karens rose and established their position
a British Government has supplied an overwhelming sSuperior-
1ty of modern weapons against them.

L]
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From the scanty news we get the policy appears to
be successful at the moment. What has always been to me
the dominating factor, the moral obligation not to take
sides against the Karens, has been ignored - in as unobtru-
sive a manner as possible.

Now consider the effect of our action on the main objective
of our Far HRastern policy, namely to encourage and support
the peoples of that area to withstand Comminist infiltra-
tion and domination. Lth disi not dilfificulits to imagine what
use can pe made of what we have done. What Karen will

not give way before the taunts of the Burmese or Chinese

Communist infilltrator?

* fl VY bﬂf‘. #R’E{* /COntinued.




"What good did your fighting for the British do you? AT

the bidding of the Burmese they would not even give you a

hearing in Parllament or press. Where did the sgrtlllery,

and the gunboats and the equipment, that turned your succ-=
css into failure, come from? The British, made by British o
workmen, pald for and supplied by a British Government. Ny
The British even organised the Commonwealth against you, for
Ceylon, Pakistan and India were brought into the case after
the supply of arms had been negotlated in May 1940, Did

you hear the B.B.C. broadcast account of the Colombo Confen=. -
ence? When further aid for Burma was asked for, 1t was th
other members, not the British, who reminded the Conference
that the Burmese should make terms wlth the Karens before
tting help. And now you are asked to pull the Britlsh

chestnuts out_of the fire agalnl”

All the Karens know of our pledges, so do the
Burmese: they are only nhot known to the British people.
Every Karen, and not only the militants, mist: be filled by
these taunts with distrust of, and bitterness agalnst,
British 1lnterests. The effect may not be limlted To Burma.
Every Communist agitator will be primed with the story of
our treatment of the Karens, In Malaya and elsewhere wlll
that story tend to make the peoples belileve in us and rely
on us?
The policy that has been followed 1S British, not Common-
wealth, Even the financial aid,. small as it is from others,
is coming in at least one case from sterling balances.

It 1s more than thirty years since 1 was on active
service with Burma units, but I am very glad indeed that 1
shall not have to meet again the Karens I knew in them.
The service in that war was nominal and nothing compared
with the obligations incurred 1in the Second War. ASEHOR
the British who served in the Chindlts and Force 1LEie), ab ©le
not know what they feel about the prospect of meeting agaln
the Karens they knew. The hardest thing to hear of in the
infrequent news that comes from Rangoon 1s the change In the
Karens! feelings towards us and to know that it is deserved.

Yours Sincerely,

C.F. GRANT.

March 7th, 1950,




