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FRIDAY, JANUARY 28, 1880,

HULL AND ITS DOCKS.

W heartily wish that the gaze of certain
members of the Hull Dock Board could penetrate
further than the extremities of their own noses,
and thereby enable them to foster, above and
beyond any small and personal glorification, some
regard for the larger interests of their shareholders
and the advancement of trade in Hull. Evena
consistency in such shortened gaze as they may
make their somewhat unintelligible deduc-
tions from, would be a small mercy which
we should be only too happy to award
with thanks, But consistency, if it be, as
it has been defined, the philosaphy of fools, is cer-
tainly not the intellectual system upon which the
operations of certain SoLoxs at the Dock Board
are usually based. We have before us a pamphlet
entitled “ Letter addressed to the Shareholders
of the Hull Dock Company by Colonel
Geramp  Swirir (one of the Directors) in
anticipation of their Annual General Meeting
on the 20d February, 18807 Were this
a mere pamphlet, were it not that
Colonel Swrrn gives unanswerable chapter and
verse for the cause which he seeks to advance and
to substantiate, we should not offer, at this
juncture, public comment upon such a manifesto ;
but the arguments in this document are set forth
with 8o great a degree of fairness, the statements

t to be sustained are put forward in a
spirit of such perfect reasoning and conciliation,
the conclusions are supported by so super-abound-
ing an evidence of their validity, that we esteem it
a duty no less to the public of Hull than to the
shareholders of the Dock Company that we
ahould briefly direct attention to some fow salient
points which are succinctly stated by Colonel
Swirit to be involved in the issue now at stake.

It is not the first time that two Colonels have
met in battle, and, albeit that this battle is
bloodless, the persomal interests involved—the
interests, namely, bound up in the question
as to whether or not Colonel Pease will succeed
in his short-sighted project of ousting Colonel
Surn from the Dock Board-—are as sorry sawdust.
compared with those greater and those more por-
tentous concerns of profit and loss, increased or
decreased dividends, which so immediately affect
the great body of the ordinary shareholders. And
above even these, it is needless to say there is a
higher, because a still more important interest—
to wit, the increased prosperity, or (to adapt
a  speculator's phrase) the  “backwarda-
tion " of Hull's commerce as a port and as a transit
station of the mineral wealth exhumed from the
fertile fields of E: Tt is with reference to
this great question of Hull enterprise versus Hull
supineness and monopoly that Colonel Swrra’s
pamphiet is essentially valnable ; for, maugro the
extraordinarily shallow device of Colonel Pras to
secure a majority of the Dock shareholders against
ColonelSxrrn by the partial issue of a semi-circular-
“yobin,” which iu its very vagnesess was deceptive,
we apprehend that those who have a peculiar
personal interest in Dock shares will at least
make further inquiy beforo they commit them-

Bad | selves to a leap in the dark, at the instigation
Chairman.

of a biassed, because a partisan,

‘What is the attitude to-day of the Dock Direc-
torate, if we accept its Chairman’s interpretation,
as compared with its position not so very
long ago! On the answer to this question
rest the strength and the mainstay of
Colonel Swrra’s  arguments. In 1878 Sir
Winurax  Waiont, as chairman, promoted a
measure for the improvement and extension of the
Dock property. In 1880, Colonel J. W. Pease
being chairman, it is sought to officially oppose
a still more feasible project, for improving and
extending the prospects of the property, than
that which was advanced only two years
carlier. No amount of writing can either
palliste or exaggerate the literal exactness of
evidence given #o short a time ago before a Com-
mittee of the House of Commaons, and therefore it
in edifying, from an observer's standpoint, as well
as of practical guidance to the shareholders, that
some summary should be made of the then objects
pursued in the name of the Dock Company.
Was it not Mr, CuErk—appearing for that
Company to promote a Bill for the extension of
its works—who employed his utmost cloquence
and, his keenest satire to demonstrate fhat extra
Dock accommodation for Hull was a sine gua non,
& matter of the most extraordinary pressure, no
moot point but a very vital issue indeed? And
was it not he also who songht to show that the
very appearance of the Company in Parlisment
to ocontest, st 80 . great an expense, the
question of extension was due solely to the
obtuse obstruction of the Hull Corporation
which, blind to every interest (its own
neluded) were supposed to object to the scheme
for no other. earthly reason than that which
Pprevents a goat from surrendering its position on a
single plank bridge, ora mule from violating ita own
instinets—in a word, crass stupidity or stubborn-
ness ¥ Thnldvmn! the Dock Directorats was
to be commended on that occasion for the great
effectiveness with which he proved, point by point,
the necessity for extra quay, dock, and coal-
shipping facilities in Hull, and for the earnestness
with which he insisted that the great object in
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Docks was to “get your land
cheaply,” whereby would ensue “cheap docks,”
“ cheap dues,” and innumerable blessings besides.
Not a whit less instructive, in view of present
events, is the almost pious horror with which
he seems to have oratorically raised aloft his
hands to let it be for ever known of the
Hull Corporation, that “they ave here opposing,
as T am sorry to say they so often are opposing,
a scheme for the benefit of the town over which
t.hay e gnnxdhnl." The sweeping character of
may wnll be forgotten in the
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criticiam, to which they are open s this, that two
years ago there were advanced on their behalf in
Parliament the very argumenta for progress and ex-
tension which they themselves are now working
might and wain tooppose, Cwibono ? Could they
but see it, their interests and those of the Corpora-

sorily puttiog into other and alien ports close at
hand. This is every day occurring, and that it
should be s is monstrously abeurd. Formidable
rivals are growing up against us on every side
where mno rials should exist, and Hull
is approximating to the position of a Triton

tion and public of Hull are in this case
identical ; and the shareholders of the Dock Com-
pany will be short-sighted indéed if they do not
very thoroughly perceive such to be the case. In
1878 the Dock Directors were labouring under a
sense that Hull did not possess n sufficient amount
of quayage accommodation ; in the case of a cargo of
timber arriving, they groaned under the difficulty
of a return cargo, because freights “ of
course” ave always lower when the ship is certain
of a return cargo—hence their lamentations at
that time over the ships which went elsewhere,
that is to say, where they would be sure of a
return cargo. Again, they stuck, like barnacles, to
the fishing trade—the piteous plaint was made
that “s space for storehouses is very much
required indeed ;” and then their advocate went
down among the coals. Here was presented
a fine field for his forensic energies. There is
magic in the word coal. But the magic largely
congists in its easy transit from the seams, whence
it is unearthed, to countless firesides. In 1878
the advocate of the Dock Company was solemnly
impressed with the belief that at Hull the process
of shipping coal “can only be done at considerable
cost and very slowly.” He was likewise imbued
with the very practical idea that the quicker
coal can be shipped %the better. In fact, he
was positively plaintive over coals. This tender
regard for fuel, unfortunately, does not appear to
have kindled any very permanent flame in the
breasts of his clients for further burning measures
in the direction of progress. Through the mouth
of their advocate, the Dock Directors were then
hungering for cheap land. And through their
acquirement of cheap land what was Hull to
obtain? “ Cheap dues, cheap quayage, and cheap
rates;” from all of which there was to accrue the
grand climax of “ increased accommodation to the
trade of the port.”

Now, if we discount a great deal that may
have been attributable to the fervour of advocacy,
we have still, face to face, the circumstance that
two years ago the Hull Dock Company themselves
used the-identical argaments which they are now
opposing because they are advanced by the
Hull  Corporation,
town. One might gather that the Corpora-
tion was an assemblage of obsolete fossils
opposed to everything that was not archaic.
In Mr. Cueak’s speech they were made to
pose as civic monsters, who dread to approach | fom
anything that may by a remote chance benefit the
town of which they are the guandians, In 1880
they are engaged, upon & much more intelligent |, A
basis, in advocating a project precisely similar in
its general objects to that which the Dock Com-
pany so lately strived to promote ; yet in spite of
ita enlargement, its more matured intelligence,
and its better basis, what the town of Hull
wants and the Corporation formulates as a
distinct desideratam, a section of the Dock
Board strenuously opposes, Without at all
going into figures, and looking at the
matter meanwhile purely in a popular light,
the essence of what Colonel Surra in his
pamphlet insists upon, and what Colonel Prase
has been employing some rather doubtful
means to defeat is simply this, that the consum-
mation should now be brought about of a union
between the Corporation of Hull and the Dock
Company of Hall for the combined purpose of
accumulating trade in the port and baneﬁr.ing
thereby Dock shareholders and public alike, If
the Dock Company is o go on sqfiandering money
over Parliamentary expenses that is, of course,
purely a concern for consideration between the
Directors and their shareholders ; but we submit,
in respect of the Hull, Barnsley, and West Riding | I
(Tunction) and Dock Bill, that when a crowded
meeting of ratepayers approves, when the South
Yorkshire Coal Owners’ Association affix their
assent, when the Hull Chamber of Commerce
combines with the Corporation in advancing, and
when numerous suburban districts join in
giving their adherence to, such a scheme,
there shonld be no dubiety in the minds of the
Dock shareholders as to what is the best to be
done for their own interests. Aund this pre-
cisely is the issue between Colonel Prass
and Colonel Swrru. Here we have the rudion | fr
@étre of the pamphlet to which we have
allnded. Ts the policy of the Dock Board “to
be stubbornness ending in staguation! Or are
the Dock Directors to commence working
cordially and hand in hand’ with the people
of Hull for their mutaal prosperity? In the
Proxies of the Dock shareholders will lie the reply
to this, Cheap land, cheap dues; cheap quayage,
and cheap rates cannot be picked up every day.
The acquisition of these Colonel Ssrrn will
promote ; towards their acquirement Colonel
Prase seems for the present, to all intents and
purposes, to be opposed, and s0 he appears to be
blindly bent on thwarting the ultimate and best
interests of the Dock shareholders.

WEST HARTLEPOOL VERSUS HULL.

Tae times change, and we change with them.
So runs the ancient Latin saw, We are afraid,
however, that Hull so far from changing. in con-
formance to the times has been adapting itself to
an antique gonservatism which, unlike the same
principle in statecraft, contributes rather to

than to , to a d
decay rather than toa steady upward development.
It is, at any rate, most humiliating for us to see
the successful efforts of other, and in the main
parasitical, ports townrds an extension of their
own trade and the detriment of the trade in Hull
‘This should never have been. From its history,
rich in royal patronage during days when royal
patronage of such a sort meant money most un-
mllhhbly 3 from its jeal position, which
is so favourable that scarce any of its most ardent
friends could have suggested ita alteration for the
better ; and last, but far from least, through the
devotion and the sterling energy of its own sons,
Hull, beyond all question should, in respect of
shipping commerce, have been the Queen of
Eastern England. And what has happened ! A
group of pottering ports has grown up around it,
each place with its own peculiar ady and
all  collectively. conspiring to deprive Hull
of that prestige and prosperity which of
ancient right bdangw it. We continually read of
fresh works going on at Grimsby, West Hartle-
pool, and other places : with equal continuance

the towns-people and a grut many prominent
Dock shareholders, are now actively engaged in
-aakingmpwnminAvMyenhrgadwhmn
that very extension of harbour room and
trausit facilities which, burning two years
ago to possess, the Dock Directorate w
now discovers i does not need. Taken on the
broad lines of commen sense, did ever human

ity further go? Were the Board composed
of aged members of the other sex we know with
what few words a description of their acts might
bedismissed ; but since they are men

they challengs | the
criticim, And the Feactis @y MbE

is driven home to us that these
lumndi energies along our seaboard have been
dissipated simply through a blindness to our own
interests or to internal contentions which have
proved very seviously detrimental to the iaterests
of the port. The old saying that a house divided

ayguinst itaelf will fall may not be peculiarly appli-
unanimity |

cable to Hull, but assuredly a greater

of purpose in the past would haye scoured a much
wider 'prosperity in the present. It is to the
Lest degree aggravating that shipowners here,
lm‘l tndm vhn nm mm‘ to develop
Q“MFFE) i B

r
M) ¢

and, through them, the | sy

among the ith the off-chauce, perhape,
of the mimmows getting the best of it! Tt is
surely a reproach to us that in the Zimes there
should appear a lengthened description of a grand
new dock st West Hartlepool, whilst we are
bickering ourselves a5 to what we
shonld merely commence to do in the matter
of fresh Docks. Not that we love West
Hartlepool the less, but that we love Hull
more. The subject here touched upon opens
up a very wide field for speculation and
comment ; yet, perhaps, in the meantime it is
sufficient to give a significant indication that at
‘West Hartlepoal the facil for coal, timber, and
grain exporting are undergoing a splendid enlarge-
ment, whilst at Hull we are consuming ournelves
in & civil war between our own most important
interests. To say the least, it is not comforting
to think of a line of American steamers resorting
to West Hartlepool. It is thus we turn the trade
away from the very gates of our port.

QUEEN'S SPEECH.
—

(Specially Cablographed by the Edisom Electro-
Prophetic Press Association, Limited.)

ISLE OF WIGHT,
TrURSDAT, 40 minutes after
The following communication of State, whlcb
my be locepksd

upon the highest authority, is
first forwarded to Enll on the gmnnd that t.he
-nb;m ‘matter is of

inhabi-
tants of that town. The message may be taken as
an inf it of what Her Majesty's
8 from the Throne is likely to be on February
5th at Westminster :—

Mr Lorns AXD GENTLENEN—
x:h-nhmuh satisfaction that I again resort to the

assistance of my Parliament.

'!’bhnnﬂlﬁ:l ‘which bave broken out between the
HullDoekOamp;zludﬂuﬂnL Barusley, aod East

interest to the

of my I-rm{ are engagic
tion, s udmnly await ao opportunity whea my
ood oiom; Grgetive, wikh Sooe of say Paiiacasioh, may

Bl i will ¢ ftself when the
This ty will prosent when the measure
for providing my sncieat and ruyal boroagh of Kingston-
ull facilities for trade :
Committee.

and pas

Toat unworthy wmeans Bave. boo by,

through a siniater stroke, it is intended that the seoes-

sion of 1y right worthy lisgeman, Colouel Gerard de,
the counsels of the Dock Board shall

pu‘«llnct.nndldumh ﬂ‘hnod‘nilylhu
wuch desigue, atriguss, or actiices have wy siroagest

mb,lhePn'mmtbc—hemof

mpulsory retirement
b7 of Colanel Simith m; bo ,..mmle. bt ¥ shonld scoe
8a an ‘cvent to be deplored T

blv—. therefore, -m: the advics of my Ministers aed in
‘unison with other suthoritics, recommended an Armis-
unhwd- that the rival claims of the two Colonels

nlmly be considered in a Conference to be bolden

Woite pm-du., 20 act in this mediaticn, T think it
right, after inquiry into the facta, to denonce to the
Port{(e) the secrative sending of circalas by Colosel Pease

his emissacien to & fow selecicl s with

fho spctae Tabout sund maatios rethought & Injure,

jadice, or anuul the status of Colone! Smith ab the

Full Dock Board ; aai T express wy reprobation of the
perpstrators of those disingenuons practices.

An Armi acranged, the Cooference will
meet for the consideration of \Wh~'s Who ! aud for the

of detormining whetber or not Colonel Smith
Bl e made ‘the. vichn ok the Bt of Taseidigile
T ahall content mywlf with beiog eeprescated ot that
Conforence by the on-sease of my Hall
mbjecta sl 1 Dock el g distance, on

T nun‘ i , my object is throughout to
maintaia the peace aod 4 promote. the interesa of the
town and port of Hall, and to being abont the betber
aervice i

lomse rates, withont, lufringing upon the indepeadence
sad ntegrfy cither of the Dock Company o of the
orth-Eastorn Railwa
e thase afsir e o sordial co-operation
my people, with -..om my relations, sre now, ss
 cordial charact
pm o thens sabjects wil be forthwith 1ald before

lth'llhd 4 that T have to notice &
i the Kiagaiourspeic Hl pct of sy domtnions which
will demand the most earoest watchfalness on the Pt
o( my Medical Officer of Health there. epidemi
of measles has overspread  large portion of the Bwvugi.
and it is my dedire that the Mayor, Aljermen, and
Common Conncil shall be fort tre:
and brimstove, aod shall rubumit.
and more aggravated |ph|emlc of the pitted sort—to
vaccination as an examply to oers and  terror to
all who do well. I am c-nﬁdml that the employment
m:h resources will not merely um the messles,
the meaus of having them locked up under
Cllltl‘ Constable Cook, brought blm the Stipendiary,
Thlllmpw(d to (nnt New) Hu‘hnn s
rou sad gesis of my Hell commercs
o voie et ik pr’ve»ed of the

.ver,

- Eastern.
pprv‘wnrhul for the con-

o
tined sacosssfal careylog oo snd Jgrowth of my hip-
ping futerests in the Humbor. 1 trust, however, that

the measutes mutually takea will safice ta prevent
l-dau evil. 7 il i nd
ENTLEMEN OF THE lIouz or Coumoss,—
I luu directed the H
Junction Rallwa,
with

i lang, luformatic lc.,
oo e o
T Lomow axo ummu.— .
i to as, md water
Bo 1450 Detors Yum, 08 sarinat o (hes ol b quite
wal, subject to the introduction of brokers should
the shekels not be forthoming. The nudue brillney
of the gaa provided by the private compaties renders
gl that you stoald hject el
for enabling you to ses the darkness : and the Eleotric
4 by a public
my earnest hop adoption
s my Hall sabjects haviug some cloarec
ultdmate Inlﬂ(‘\d thaa & fow of thew
may now be said %o respeot of the very
simple mattar of lﬂu‘d l{\llw‘y aud Dock sccommon

axlnm "ol which ]

extension m hich wmay sarly pee
ﬂ!--n-md-n! a port, popal ad

wards, and with » splendid sea-board, y-t“mu of

adequate facllitien for the conveyance of” b growing

Legislation will bo proposed with regard Lo econamical

education, and & modification of the wer to be
Mnhww-xp:mww

have  their local |
A-P, éaa) Coniyil )




