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Jsing his discerning eye for colour, textiles and antigues, former
‘ashion designer Gavin Waddell has created a beautifully layereo
interior to his home, once a collection of ramshackle pedsIts

Words & Styling SAMANTHA SCOTT-JEFFRIES Pholographs GRANT SCOTT

here are some homes in which more time, Gavin says of the art of display. It is apparent ABOVE LEFT Gavin
: - is undoubtedly too much, but certain that a lifelong journey of inspiration has relaxes in the drawing
homeowners have the skill to craft an culminated in him creating such a layered and room painted in
interior in which each single object, exquisite home interior. Dandelion by Sanderson
ot amongst many, sings out. Gavin An interest in antiques, Gavin explains, has deep (sanderson-uk.com)
Waddell’s home is a masterclass in just that. roots within the Waddell family: his mother loved ABOVE RIGHT The
Formerly the Head of Fashion at Gloucestershire ~ antiques and ‘was always in junk shops, and his room features family
College of Art and Design, who before that grandmother ‘was forever at auctions. It is perhaps  furniture. The flowers are
enjoyed a long and successful career as a fashion his Belgian ‘tante Maine, however, who had the by Gather Me Flowers
designer and illustrator, Gavin has filled his home greatest impression on the development of his (gathermeflowers.com)
with a heady mix of covetable antiques, ornate personal flair for decorating. ‘From the age of nine, =~ OPPOSITE The Chinese
Oriental objects and sometimes daring but [ used to visit our Belgian family connections who ~wall panel belonged to
beautiful pattern set against bold brush strokes of ~ were very grand, he recalls. “They livedina ~~ Gavin’s grandfather. The
colour. Each room has instant impact, but the beautiful chateau and my tante Maine was very striped sofa fabric was
more time you spend in a room, the more you see. keen on teaching me about furniture. She would from Painswick Fabrics
Tt is like a form of abstract painting, and it takes drape a leopard skin or polar bear fur throw over o  (painswickfabrics.co.uk)
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. Location Cheltenham, Gloucestershire
Period A Grade Il listed, Victorian
house (built in 1840) in Regency style
Size Four bedrooms, two studies
Owner Gavin Waddell, once a fashion
esigher with his own label, and an illustrator.
e ran three of Britain's foremost fashion
schools and was an advisor to many colleges
and universities. His work featured in Vogue .
and Harpers & Queen, amongst other titles - e

i




Readers’ Homes

too by his grandmother, who used to hang her
own wallpaper and wasn’t afraid to experiment
and change it when she didn't like the results, so it
is no surprise that Gavin was brave enough to take
on a run-down Regency villa, when he found it in
a sorry state some 30 years ago.

At the time, Gavin was working at the
Gloucestershire College of Art and Design, but
tiring of the long daily commute from his cottage
in Ross-On-Wye he had started to search for a
house to buy closer to work, in Cheltenham. ‘I
looked and looked, but I just couldn’t quite find
what I wanted. Then, I spotted this house for sale
on my way to work one day and thinking that it
looked like a nice little place, decided to book a
viewing, he recalls.
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OPPOSITE Gavin wanted
ah Oriental look in the
kitchen. He commissioned
the bamboo shelves and
had no gualms in painting
the ‘expensive mahogany
table. | hated it!” he says
ABOVE Some of Gavin’s
menswear designs adorn
the first floor landing
RIGHT The transition
from pattern to colour
between the landing

and first floor study is
perfectly punctuated by
Gavin’s ‘tablescape’
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a Louis XV brocade sofa; he recalls with relish, and
one lesson of hers in particular he never forgot. ‘I
remember going with tante Maine to her husband’s
parents house in Liége, after they had just died,
and the relations were all looking at the furniture.
There were sensational pieces, including medieval
chests and suites of Louis XVI furniture. Tante
Maine said: “You bet that all of the cousins will buy
the best and most valuable things, but they won't
think about them going together.” She instead
chose the more humble Louis XV country-style
pieces, which complemented each other perfectly.
Gavin developed a creative eye as a young boy,
and by the age of six he was fascinated by costume
and ‘couldn’t be kept away from a sketchbook’ His
father sadly passed away when Gavin was aged
only nine, but he had first taught his son how to
draw measured plans to scale. He was influenced

When he went to see the house, however, Gavin
iscovered that it was not little in the least but “was
ossibly too large and in a terrible state!” It had
een converted into bedsits, with ‘two large

communal kitchens with four stoves in each, 1950s
tiled fireplaces, and nothing but huge drawings of
Rod Stewart on the walls, he says, laughing. ‘I
wondered if I could do anything with it as it
appeared such a task to turn it back into a home. &
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But after considering it further, he decided that ‘it
would actually be a wonderful challenge.

Gavin bought the house in two parts. “The first
part was priced incredibly reasonably; the price of
the second was inflated by the fact the seller knew
I would want it, he says. The ensuing restoration
work also ‘cost so much more than I ever estimated.

Taking a hands-on role in the restoration
from the outset, Gavin drew up the plans for how
he envisioned the house, with detailed floor plans
of each room. He then employed individual
craftsmen to work on the project as and when he
needed their expertise.

He had the original floorboards sanded down,
‘but everyone had different recipes for waxing
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them, he says. "There were conflicting views, so I
tried a recipe that took two weeks to eventually dry
on the floors upstairs!” He subsequently found a
product which, combined with a polisher, was
much more efficient on the floorboards downstairs.
With many of the period details, such as the
cornicing, still intact, Gavin enlisted the help of a
local company to replace decorative detail where
needed and carefully recast missing plasterwork
flowers. He designed the bamboo shelves in the
kitchen himself and had a local carpenter make
them up, and then sourced architectural salvage

from London reclamation yards, including the

Jmpressive chimney piece in the drawing room,

which his sister, interior designer Sasha Waddell,
had originally bought in pieces and found too large
for her kitchen. Much like his tante Maine, Gavin
was more concerned about the elements working
together successfully, than being of the same date
as the house. T don't like period things too
perfectly done, I like a hotchpotch, he says.
Colour came early on in the scheme and, like all
of the elements, it evolves and changes, but the
yellow drawing room has remained. T painted
it yellow instantly; Gavin recalls. ‘Tt is the classic
colour for a Regency drawing room and I like

colours with a bit of bite. Your response to colour &

s more concerned aboul the elements working together
ully, than being of the same date as the house

CLOCKWISE FROM
OPPOSITE One of
Gavin’s two studies, this
room is painted in vibrant
Turquoise Blue by Little

Greene (littlegreene.
com). The room is

evidence of Gavin’s
interest in Oriental

style, which he mixes
with English antiques
and eclectic patterns.

His mother lived in
Singapore for two years
and Gavin remembers
visiting Siam, which went
on to influence his tastes
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"Your response to colour is emotional, and
you cant maike an intellectual decision abou.
il. My maxim is thal you just have to try it’

e

» o
g el

is emotional, however, and you can’t make an ABOVE This bedroom
intellectual decision about it, he adds. My maxim was created by Gavin’s
is that you just have to try it’ sister, Sasha Waddell,
Taking advantage of a sale at Cole & Son in for a campaigh many
London 30 years ago, he bought in one fell swoop . years ago, featuring the
patterned wallpapers that still adorn many of the then new Viola wallpaper
rooms. ‘Wallpapers came with an edge on them and Violetta linen union
then, so all of my friends from the art school fabric from Zoffany’s
helped me to trim them before the papers were Floral Book. ‘It was more
ung, he recalls. More recently, he has updated . like Jane Austen’s study
the scheme by introducing textiles from then,” Gavin recalls. He
Painswick Fabrics, as well as refurbishing the has since turned it into . =
basement of the house. a genteel guest bedroom .
As he enjoys the continuous evolution of his RIGHT Gavin chose a
home, often adding a new touch or auction find to bold, now discontinued,
his favourite room, the drawing room, it is evident Cole & Son wallpaper
that this lofty house is perfect for Gavin. (cole-and-son.com)
‘One always thinks of Princess Margaret on for the bathroom, and
Radio Four’s Desert Island Discs, who said “If ‘recently updated the
youre bought up in palaces, you always gravitate room with a new suite
to the largest rooms” I wasn't, of course, says and shower

Gavin, but perhaps he is still recalling the grand
chateau of his beloved tante Maine? o—
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