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November 7th, 1973.

‘ohn Owen, Esqe,ldieBe,
Messrs, Glasbrooks,
corner House,
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Dear JTohn,
? Thank God my typewriter has come hack from its overhauls

v, re the affidivit -- and to give vou more information, in case it's
useful;

ilounderstand that Audrey is going around telling all and sundry thét
all the money thatﬂﬁgﬁt into Ardnagashel was hers, and that therefore the 50% of the
joing capital that went Lo her after we split up was no more than what was her own,
anyway, and that in fact she has had nothing at all from ne,

Going back, then, a bit {urther than we have ﬁl?%&dg, you and 1, here are
some details: After the War, early in 1744, I bought Arinazashel nmyself, with my own
moneys for £4,Eﬂﬁ -=- & ludicrous sum by to-day's standards, but gquite a 1ot then. The
idea was to turn the place into an hetel, and this we did. It needed a lot of noney
gp@ﬂding on it (déry rot, alterations, buildiliz, plumbing, decoration, furnishing etc),
and I threw in the rest of my capital, which was only £2000. That year I borrowed
£5000 from my brother, and 66006 from my mother, all going into,the business. Ny

rother's £5000 was p&ii back in 1951, and so doesn't reallv count, I supnvse., The
£6000 from ny mother (and the subsecuent £12000, for which see helowy, remained in the
business, which ﬁalﬂ_lntﬁ?ESt on it until the split un, after which I naid this
personally until my mother®s deadh in 1992, _

Ve openetl the hotel In March (1 think) of 1947, and did think o7 turning
the place into a company, but were dissuaded from this by our solicitor, and enstead of
that we decided that I would cut Audrey in as joint owner of the nroperty. (The legal
papers dealing with this are no doubt still with the firm of Cornelius 7. aly, of 19
South lMall, Cork. He is dead, but the firm still carries on)e At the same time we
ppened a jvoint accdunt at the Bank of lreland, South Mall, Cork, for all monevy
concerned with Ardnagashel., Apart from this Audrey had a separate account lor her
nrivate income. I had no income of my own, but lived off the tusiness, as did she,

In 1951 I borrowed a further £10,000 from my mother, and in 1962 yet
another £2000, after which therhotel made a z00d and steadily increasing profit every

vear, until it burnt down in 1968,

Sometime in the 1250's (I think) Andrev also put FYRETRXKXNDYET L OOxR”



/also put
a fair amount wf capital into the place, but I cannot now remenber how much it was or
exact.y when. NO doubt she will p#oduce these figures.

Wath the Insurance noney from the fire we converted sonme of the buildings
on the hill behind the ruins into a restaurant and bar, and we ran that from 1269 until

1374, when the y?wparty'waﬁ bought by a Dutch firm. The restaurant was a success in oOne
way, in that we were highly rated by the Good Food Guide, and for one year we had the
higzhest w@ting in a1l Ireland; but financially it was no great shakes, and ve aw&r&g@d'
sorething over £2000 loss every year,

About 1971 Audrey was anxious to build a house on the site of the late
hotel, and this she did out of her own capital. Ve lived in it until July Zlst, 1276,
when I left her.

When the Dutch bought the estate, of about 176 acres, thay had no use for
the new house, bult agresed, as part of the deal, that Audrey and I, either or hﬂth, could
live in it, rates and rent free, until death, T have since remounced any rights to the
house. Audrey E%ﬁﬂﬂ there %tll. The Tmtech paid £120,000.

I th;ﬁﬂ that's all, tut if there is anything else you need let me know, and

I will do my Dbest to oblige.
-iﬁsxm to Miranda.

YOur s,



