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CUNWIWGRAMES OF BRIGHWUSS A0 TATWSHAY( LANGSHAW)

' giy John Dolrymple in the appendix to his "Wemoirs of Great Britain and
Treland, published 1788, says, "I once askod The late rrovost Cochrane of
esgow... to what causes he imputed the sudden risc of Glasgow. He said
it was 211 owing to four young men of talent and svirit who started at onc
Lime in business and whose suCccCess gave xample o the rest...

Mr. Cunninghame afterwards of Lainshaw
Mr., Speirs " Elderslie
¥r. Glassford " Dougaltaton
VMr, Ritchie " Busby

+ mansion in Queen Street which
erwards purchased by Mr. Stirling.
Bank, and finally was convertad

s "Flasgow and its Clubs" page #2.

yr. Cunninghame built a "large ond cleza
wos offered for sale in 1789. It was af
T4 next became the property of the Royal
into he present Royal Bxchange'. Streng
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byr, Cunninghame’ was William, 2nd son(surviving) of our great great grand-
nother by her second husband, Alexandcer Cunninghame, and consequently half
brother of our zreat grandfather, the hevd, Robert Findlay, DeD. Born in
1731, so shortly after the union of Scotland with England, th wealth and
ominence to wnich his father had attaincd as a merchant in Kilmarnock bhoth
combined to give him a start in 1ife under very favourable conditions.

Gones Patcrson in his "History of Cunninghame" part II, page 587, "He was )
srought up to a mercantile 1iTe and went out early to Amricea. In a letter
written to his 3rd son, William(the late Willianm Cunninghame, Esq. of
Tainshaw) dated 8tn February, 1794, he says "buring thoe whole time I was

in business, say, from 1748 to the 1762, in amcrica, and again from thence
to the 1780 in Glasgow where rotired from business....L went out an

iznorant raw boy to Virginia in 1740. Covensnted as an apprentice Tor three
yoors, In 1750 1 was apnointed ¥575 distinct chuarge by the company. And

in 1752 was appointed to T he supreme charge of allthe companics scttlements
in Virginia. In 1762(after having appointed and installed my brother,
Aloxander, by suthority of tho company in my place) L returned to «lasgow,
“seame a principal partner in the tradc, ond assumed the sole and entire
snezement Thercof, which was in the coursc of 13 years (becruse the

imorican rebellion commence in 1775) attended withsuch success that it
crnebled me to retire to the country with “ho cstete and propexrty I now

snjoy ™. The trade of Glasgow Ho the time of the union with sngland in

1707 had chicfly consisted intiae curing of salmon and herrings and exporting l
them to Francs and Holland, importing in exchange Trom thence the luxurics
of the continent, and among them, N0 doubt, likewise those of the distant \/(
EosTe This trade commencsd as early as 1420. It may be worth noting

here that in 1755 the population of Glasgow was only 23,546, including
sersons living in Houses beyond the bounds of the City, and that from the
period of the union with £ngland the population had doubled, After the
vnion "the American Colonies hitherto The exclusive field for English
enterprise were opened to the merchants of the West of Scotland, and
partnerships were at oncce formed, and vessels chartered and thercaiter
built, for carrying on at first an Lxtensive barter trade, and at length

¢ regular commcreial intercourse with Virginia, Maryland anc Carolina."

A very interesting account of the tobacco trade is to be Found in Dr.

Strang's "Glasgow and its Clubs'. Among other things he says, "Between

1760 and 1775 Glasgow became the great emporium for tobacco in the Empire,

for while the wholé import into Great Britain in 1772 was 90,000 hogsheads,

Glasgow alone imported 49,000 hr. Strang, page 40, seeas To write of the

"Tokacco Aristosracy' with an anlmus of which it is aifficult to believe

th~t as o class they were doscrving. "Ror onc of the Shopocracy Lo speak i
to o Tobacco aristocrst on the street without some sign of recognition -
fromthe Groat Man would have been regarded as an insult." . Shovkeepers at 5
the present day never think of speaking unless they are shoken to without

s nuestion of insult on elther side, and doubtless the merchants of those

days were a much morc exclusive class than fhey arc now, composed as they

were for the most part of meub:rs of the principal gentle families of the

Countxry .
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asthe rulers of the destinics of Glasgow, Like the princely merchents

too who formerly pacced the Pieszoetta in Venice or occupied tho goTrgaeous
palaces in the Strada Balbi of Genoa, the Tobacco Loris distinguisned
themselves by a particulsr gorb, buwnp attired like their Venctian and

| Gionovese predecessors, in scarlet ol\wks curlced wigs, cocked hats and
bearinggold headod Oinu .. VeTy soon qft :r that ovent (the outbreak of
the dmerican war) the Tobscco Aris stocracy ceased to lead and the sciriet
cloaks gradually disapuearcd from the paVGment“.

The 0ld oaken cabinet mentioned by my father at pagzeé contalins among

many other docwacnts which throw light on the family histories of oursclv.s
ané the Cunninghames, the agrecment underwhich Alexander Cunninghame

woent to America, "It is agroed betwixt androw Cochrazne, John Murdoch and
Com/, owners of the ship Cochranc of Glasysow and Alexandor Cunninghame,

son to the late Alexander Cunninghanc, mprchant in Kilmarnock, that is to
say the sald Aloxander Cunninghams becomes hercby bound to serve the said

owncrs as their Assistant Supra Cargoe in Virg.nia under William
Cunninghame or =sny other the said owners shall apvoint. And to do

everything in his power either by keeping a separate store or otherways
asthey shall dirsew, and that for the space of throe yenrs from the dabe
hercoff, And that hc shall honcstly and diligently serve them during the
s2id space to the utmost of hnis power and capacity. and that he shall
f=ithfully account for whatever goods or moncy shall be commitbted to his
cnerge.  And not absent from their scrvice during the said space. And
obey all oriers and dirccticns snsll be given him by them or their
rincipall Supra Cargou. And on the other psrt the said owners oblige
tha MS‘lV\S To pay for the passage of sald alexander Cunninshame outward
and to furnish him with bed, boaro and washing in Virginm during thc space
Toresaid, and pay For or gqu him a (his) passagc in a ship of theirs at
the bxplrﬂtlon of thc said three years. 4Ana they are 0 give him five
sounds sterling for the first year, ten pounds sterling for the sccond
yeer and fifteen pounds steriing for the third and last yenr. Anc

~llow him to sell goods inthelr store to the extent of thirty pounds
storling ye=rly. To which sum the said Alexander bnudlnbhémc restricts
nis dealing in the said store during bthe time 'orcsmﬁc. And both vartys
sblidge them to perform the premisses to cach othor =nc the party

to »nay to the porty obsUrv1ng, or willing to observe the sum of
twenty pounds sterling. Att our performance and we constitute :
DYroCcorrYs In witness whereoff thes nrescnts

consisting of this and the precedin: pazge written on swamped paper by
said Alexander Cunninghame 2re subscribed by both parties at Gleasgow, the
Z2nd of March onc thousand scven hundred and foTysbvan years. 3. forc

these witnosses William Robb, merchant in Glasgow and allan hoDonL11
servant to the said Androw ochrane. The Uuld Albxundbr Cunning namv in
nis dualings for ths thirty pounds above mentioned is not to mix then

with the Comys. signed Andrew Cochranc for self andpartners, aAloxander
Cunninghame. William Robk, witness, Allnan mcDugnll, witness.,

Considering that this dgrpemunt was made by the'Cochrancs Comy." with a
124 of only sixtecen years of age, lleWiSC benring in mind the greater
value of moncy as comparcd with late r times, 2also the probable value of
the privilege of dpﬂllng To the V(TU of NSU per annum, these must be
consid.red very liboral torms even as comparcd with similar agrecments ot

the prese nt day . The Trade wmust have beon p‘SLly menaged.  Tods iad five
years late l.ce in 1762, was insHalled in full chorge of the business
ond ruturnbd home in 1768, havin anparuntTy amassed a goou indevendence,

In the old cabinet L find a lotter to Dr. Findlay docketed by the letter,
"Lotter from Alunninghswe on his arrival w. my son, dJuly, 1768".

"Doar Brotqbﬁ, I have the pl¢ﬂsure to inform you that your son and me
2rrived this day about once o'clock at rfort Glasgow in the Cunninghame,
both in good henlth. Bob's horsc, not being so good as mine, I pushc
Torward to Ttown hoving to overtake W.C. before he went out, and have
crbraced the opportunity which my being a head of him puts in my power to
advise you of Bob's arrival, that you may take your own prudent weoy of
acgualinting lirs. Findlay, Lo
cifect on her spirits He will be hore about fifteen minutes or thirty
minutes hence. Tou mny therefore sxpect him in thot fime., Should you

¢t his sudden appearance may have some violent
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r150se to wolk out or send a line Tor him here. I push ilmmedintoly out to
w brother's, and shall do myself the pleasurs of sueing you tomorrow,
Uwould cell now but + am awsre my prescnce would have ths same <ffect on
nrs, Findlay as Bob'!'s and probably a worse, he notbelng come Up.

I am, Dr. Sir, Your's affuctely, Alox. Cunninghame.

irgyle Street. Cochranes Compy's Countin: Housc.

It will be seen that my grandfathér who is alludec to as "Bob", went out
in 1764 +to his Uncle Alexander apparcntly under an agreement like the
forezoing and that up to 1780 long after Alsxander's doath when his Uncle
i1liam rotired rrom busine:s his carcer wos linked with that of his
~insman,

in the old ecabinet there is evidence in corresvondence betwecn Dr.findlay
and "Tom" Cunninghame as well as other members of the family of thoe cause
of his father having past him over in the succession. Of his brother
Alexander there is 1ittle mention. They had evidently displenscd their
fathor by their conduct. "Tom" had entered the army, apparently against
iis fothar's wish., In letters to his uncle, Dr. Findlay, he trics to
justify his conduct, signing himself "Captn. 45th kegt. ", The latter
rzplies upholding the conduct of his brother in the matter. There is one
lotter sp.cinlly devotoed to remonstrance on the evil of his drinking uabits.
iltogether, ~lthough in writing to his nephew Willlam, in india, the old
man cxpresses sreat commiscration for Capt. Cunninghame in having boen
1.ft out of the succession by his father, although having "no great
sstoem for him', he seems gquite to have concurred in the justice of the
.roceeding. The corrcs.ondenc. also shows thot the characteristic
benevolence of the uncle came to the aid of the erring nephoew on more than
one occesion in a substantial form, Of this branch of the family in the
malc line L ¢o not know that any of my gencration of rfindlays have ever
heard, I have no recollection of ever having heard of them or known
anything of then until I read Paterson's book. Of the sisters it is
otherwise. Some of my ¢lder sisters have a recollection of having scen
¥rs, Ferguson, a childless wicow, the sons of Mrs. Handisyde, Robert, an
sdvocate, afterwards Lord of Scssion under the title of Lord Handisyde,
used to visit frequently at Basterhill in our young days. (margin note:
sce pase 16) He married iiss Bruce of Kennot, who survives him, sister
of last Laird, and aunt of (now) Lord Balfour of Burleigh; Poter was a
rhysician in Edinburgh.

0f the Haldanes, Robert was scttlod whenws were children in South Amcrica
2t Santa Fe de Bogata. He slways came to Eastornill when he visited this.
I have not heard of him for half a liTetime. William Haldanc, the
younger brother, us.d to bs often at Basterhill in our young days. He
mnrricd before I went to Indin, several yeors as well as I remewber, and
went to Australia(I think). I have not heard of him since.

Krs., Cunninghome's (Margoret N. Cranstoun's) correspondence with her
brother-in-law, Dr. Findlay, is full oi interest to us, 1S showin, the
kindly feelin.s which »revailed between thom, the veneration in which she
held him, and the affectionatce regard entertained towards him by her
children, it the same time the fathorly intercst taken in thewm by him;
irrespective of the ties of relationshivp, it would appeor T hat thore was
snother bond. Mary writus to me, "The Cranstouns were 211 people of ’
great liternry attainnents. I have no doubt thet was onc cause of that
family always having (as Liss Cranstoun told ne) felt such a warm
sttachment to the old Dr., her half uncle, as also to our father, from
his carliest yeors. Relationship "I have no doubt would have died out
latterly had there not been that strong sympothy ',

e following is worthy of quoting among many other letters from Mrs.
Cunninhkame to Dr. Findlay, and 2ll the mors SO asthe subject of it, lrs,
BcLeod, the last of her zenuration, is still alive, It is docketoed by

Dr, Findlay "Mrs. Cunninghame, Bdbro, March 20, 1813",

iy dear Sir, I have not had the nleasure of hearing of your welfare o
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since my son, Mr. Cunninghame (this was no doubt William from whom thero
are several letters to his uncle at that time) went to London but L truly
hope that you have been e¢njoying your heslth and strength, and been enabled
To go throusgh with the Collcie businuss ns well as ususl. PFrom the kind
and slpsere interest which you have ever taken in the family of your
deceased brothor, I am certsain that you will be rleased to be informed
that my youngest daughtqn Isabella, is about to be married to Mr. licLeod,
only son to Mr. McLeod of Cadboll, a ycung man of a most excellent and
uncxceptionable character nnd son to a gentleman of high respectability as
to family, =and fortunc. L have the comfort to add that no young woman
wWas ¢ver reccived with more flattering marks of respoect into any family
than shc has been by both Mr. and Mrs. MceLeod., Linmediately after the
ceremony wnich will take place we hope about the Tirst weck of April, they
sct out to Yunbridge to pey their respects to Hr. and krs. MelLood where
they always reside on account of the very delicate health of both; They
are also to be at Oxford to see my Jokn who has been there about a month
et Chrischurch., I am happy 4o say he is most exceedingly plenscd with his
situntion there, and finds his knowledge of Greek and Latin to be such as

to makethe business very casy. You will be pleased to be informed that

his account of Oxford in general is very fsvourable as to mornls; drinking :

is quite out of fashion: a few young men game, but that is not very :

comnon; and the sut he has got into are very pleasent regular youths. ’

Je will beallmost happy to hear that lirs. Findlay &nd every branch of her .

family are in perfect health. We request you will have the kindness to h

present our kind remembronces to every one of them. Your nicces beg to {

offer their dutiful compts. to you. I am, With Great Truth, My dear Sir,

Your affectionnte humblengervﬁo, lirrgt. N, Cunninghame," %

The daughters of this 1ady, Maria and Margarct, who each in succession ;

took the name of Bdrmonston Cranstoun and aftertheir uncle, Mr. Cranstoun's i

denth resided at Corchouse, arc held in very affectionste remembrance by N

many members of our family, excepting Mrs. lMcleed whom I only oncc saw, v

they are the only ones I have known. E

William Cunninghame who succecded to Lainshaw went to India in garly life -
as 2 "writer" in the service of the Honble East Indian Company. There isan w
~lusion in some orf the letters in the 0ld cabinet to his having at first ’
been on the Madras Bstablishment from which he appears to have been g
transforred to Bengal. Thoere arc many letters from him to his uncle, Dr. a

Findlny, both from India nnd after his roturn, all indicating deep n
fTcetion and much commmunity of fesliug. He was a man of very deep .

convictions, as rc.ords religion, to which nll his lett.rs besr toestimony. i
Iriting from Calcutta, under date 28th August, 1802, he says, "I have for

some time, and principally since my acquaintance with Mr. Carey (tho H
missionery) boen convinced of the importance of religion and I think that p
the whols system of modern educction is in this r.spect radically wrong', ;
This with reference to some obscervetions he had madc to Irs. Cunninghame

"on the gencral defectivencss of the religious cducation of young women', i
In the same letter he says "Having nothing morc t0 G at present I shall p
conclude by assuring you of the very high scnse I have of my obligrtions to ~
all the trustces, and more particularly kMr., Robr t Findlay, for their ‘?
great cxertions 1n my favor since the death of my father; I hove soon %o b

relieve thewm of a part of the trouble which now rests on them", On 5th 9_
October, 1802, also from Caleutta, he writes, - when he last wrote he W
"Little imagined that the very next ships would bring me the vexry -
melancholy intélligence of the death of my lamented and invaluable friend, ‘2
your son, Mr. Robert Findlay..... I shall always feel it to be my duty to 3_
render unto Mr. findlay's, family that attention which gratitude for the i
grent Yriendship and offcctual services he shewed nnd rendered unto me and g
the younger brancies of my father's family should dictate." %t
He returned to fngland in 1803, by the time I hnve any recollection of his %?
nome, my idea 1s thsthe had become very much of a rediuse living at Lainshow e
absorbed in his literary pursuits. These were chiefly connected with 11
religious guestions, and particularly with He fulfilment of rprophecy on T
which subjcct I believe he wrobte several treatisces. His letters to his v,
uncle from London in the latter years of Dr. Findlay's life show how u;

1Y
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comlotely his nind was occupied with all religious undertakings of tho day.
Me following is a curious cxtract from o letter of z4th Februnry, 18le:
"Ihave scen your friond, Mr. Granville Sharpe, only once since iy arrival
hore. I found him at his chambers. He has given me two pawmphlets for you.
Jne on the reality of liclchizedece!s existence and the other on the Roman
C~tholic Cotechism of Irelond. I saw ot nis chamber scvernl objects which
~ttracted ry attention in o peculiar panner. Thers was o debrew Psalter
lyine ocen and next ® 1t a music beolr and = herp from wiilch assemblage

I naturs1ly concluded that there is =t lenst one intividual in the present
z¢ of the world who sings ths praiscs of God in the precisc words and with
ths instrument of the Royal Pgalmist of Isracl,"

John Cunningheme succceded his brother William in 18 , and was succeeded
in Leinshaw by his cldest son in 18 , his sccond son at same tinc
~iccesding to hensol ete., as Charles the 4th succeed:d his ~unt in Core-
wouse under his uncle,Lord Corchousc's will. The 3rd son wos the only one

1.t without =2n ¢state.
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e nevd. Robert Findlay D.D. Copy of, =ovparently, an obitunry notice
‘ound smon:. pepors of 1ate Charles Bonnatyne, 188z,

g excellent mon dicd 15th June, 1814 in the 94th year of his age, He
s born 2nd lereh 1741 ond bad he lived until next Septermbor he would hnve
been Br 70 years =n ordained clergyman of the Church of Scotland and 32
years Profussor of Divinity in tho University of Glasgow, He cntoered
nimself a student there in 1734 znd having past through the regular course
wont for some time to Leyden according to the fashion of that period. On
nis return thence he nrosccubted his studies both in London =nd BEdinburgh
ond hed some thoughts of.cnbering into the medical rofessilon, but heovine
v.ry se mcecided in Tavor of We church, he was ordaincd minister of the
rish of Stevenson in 1744 and translated to Galston in 17 5. After
ccing nine yesrs there and two in faisiley he was cppointec rinister of the
north west church of Glas.ow in 17563 finnlly to the Livinity Chair in the
university in 1722 ¥oinently distinguishec throush 1life through steady
ity to God, by the faithful andzealous discharge of every public anc
rrivate duty, by kindness, simplicity and hunility, united with true
Jignity, by mind firm, independent =and scru ulously correct, yut wver
dignosed to put the most fevourcble construction on the conduct of his
nsighbour, and slow to belicve, and palned to listen to =any reproach

o ainst him, he was truly =an orn=ment to the religion which he taught

in defence of divine truth he displayed the most undwunted ITirmmess of
9ind. Jhen Mo works of the celebratud Voltalre were diffusinztheir deadly
soison through thoe British Islus, =aswll as on the continent, he published
1 learned work in vindicntion of the sacred wooks, in which he exposcd in
“he oclenrcst light the ignorance and misreproscntations of the chompion of
‘nficelity. 4t difforent times ~fterwards he comritted to the press
swveral theolozical tracts in supvort of particular doctrines of
Saristianity which though woll known to his private friends, his cxtreme
wodesty led him to gilve tothe public without his nanc. For depth of
srudition, sound criticsm, ~ndcandid reasoning, they ~re valued by students
of Riblical kerning, =nd do honour o the uncerstanding and heart of tie
writor.

Tovor till last sutumn did Dr. ®indlay resile in any degree Trom the
“trtion assisned him. For the vory unusual perind of 69 years he actively
jischrged the dutics of = ministor =2nd theologic=l professor . At length
when bending under the infirmitics of age ~nd fecling himsclf unable Tor
further service, though still blessed with tho cntire posscssion of his
Troultics he was vroparing to withdraw 1rom his ofiiecinl situ~tion it
nlonsed God to rulieve him from =1l his snxiotics and to dissolve ~11 his
crtdy relntions. After a single night of incisposition, he past calmly
into the world of spirits.

1is memory must be cherished by his family and friends with affcctionate
vinerstion, ~nd ruspected by wvery lover of rolision and virtue Tor the

yserul exnmnle which ho gave of the happy influsnce of a pervading faith
i1 Christianity uoon the life and character. {Subsecucnt note ~ddoed in
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red ink: 1life and correspondence of Abrzheam Shearp by William Cudworth,
page <6, says "Towards closc of the 17th century the university of Leyde
enjoycd the highest reputation as a school of medicing and toither reso
most of the youth of Furope destined for the highest departrment of the
healing art.')

Loyden, Dr. Findlay appears to have gone thore Ausust 1740 and to have
returned August 1741 as shewn by his will and likcewise by an account fo
carriage of his luggage to and fro betwecn Kilmarnock and Borrowstoness.,
I have often wondered that his stay was so short at this famors universi
but from rccent reading Dr. Alex. Coarlyle's =subtobiogr=phy I incline to 1
that it was by that tine on the wanc and that it was becoming o resort o
young men of Tortunc 2nd position more for fashion sake tThan from what n
doubt had in former days becn the motiTe, founded on the gain to bse deri
Dr. Cerlylce who went there Octobor 17 7% and 1¢ft in end of Pobruary 1746
Among other things relating to his 1life, he says, "We past our time in
general very agrecably and very profitobly too, for the conversations ot
our cvening meetings of young men of gooda knowledge, intended for
dirferent professions, could not £2il to be instructive, much nmore so
than the lectures, which, excent two, that of Civil Law and that of
Chemistyy were very dull. I aosked Gregory why he did not =zttend the
lecturcs which he answered in his turn by asking why I did not attend th
divinity professors (for there wore no less than four of them).

doving heard all they could say in a much better form at home, we went b
rarcely and for forms sake only to hear the Dutchmen. Carlyle who like I
Findlay went from Glasgow university to Leyden snys, further back, "I mug
confuess I had profited much by two years! study at Glassow in the two
important branches, viz moral philosophy and theology, along with which
last I received excellent instruction in composition...m. (margin note:
page 108) Leyden in the loth century had becn famous s a school of
medicine but by this time rivals had sprung up in laris, Edinburgh and
Glasgow, ctc. '

(A note apperently added lator at this point says:) Geneological memoirs
of Sir ¥alter Scott, page 1ii, says, "John Ruthcrford, born 1695, attends
lectures on snmatomy, surgery and materia medica in London and afterwarcs
8t Leyden under the cclebrated Boerhaave., In 1719 he obtained the degree
of M.D. from the university of Hheinms. after some time residing at
Bdinburgh zs a medical practitioner he suggested that a shcool of
medicine should be opened in connecticn with the College and.... he was
in 1726 appointed professor of the practice of medicine., 4As 2 textbook
he used the work of nis preceptor Boerhaave'. (added in red ink: scco
page 34).





